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A  Testimony  from  the  Monthly- 
Meeting  of  Witham,  in  Essex, 

CONCERNING 

JOHN    GRIFFITH*  dec. 

TH  E  charadler  of  this  our  well  beloved 
Friend  being  fo  generally  known,  we 
efteem  it  unneceffary  to  extend  our  Teftimo- 
ny  concerning  him,  further  than  the  time 
of  his  arrival,  and  refidence  amongft  us.    - 

In  the  year  1 747,  being  a  member  of  the 
monthlyriaeeting  of  Darby,  Chefter-coun- 
ty,  in  Pennfylvania,  he  was  cq^nc.erijed  to 
vifit  the  chufches.  in  Great-Br|^h  and  Ire- 
land ;  during.Which  engagem^t^his  mind 
was  imprefled  with  appehenfion  of  duty  to 
fettle  in  this  nation  ;  the  importance  where- 
of was  attended  with  earneft  fupplication 
to  the  Lord,  that  he  might  be  rightly  dt^ 
redled  therein ;  and,  after  deliberate  confide^ 
ration,  finding  the  expediency  of  his  remo- 
val clearly  confirmed,  he  returned  to  Ame- 
rica, where,  having  fettled  his  affairs,  with 
the  concurrence  of  his  brethren,  he  removed- 
to  England;  and  enteriag  into  marria|j&* 
covenant  with  Frances  Wyatt,  of  Chelnil^ 
ford,  became  a  member  of  this  meeting.; 
wherei|i,  we  truft,  the  fruits  of  his  labour* 
afford  fubftantial  evidence  of  ablq  tajeftts 
faithfully  applied.  Few  were  his  companions- 
zealoufly  concerned  fpr  the  reftoration  of 
good  order,  which  rendered  the  talk  more 
arduous;  jret  in  regard  to  the  exercife  of 

difci^iucj 


difcipline,  compared  with  the  ftate  in  Which, 
he  found  it,  confiderable  regulation  hath 
been  effected. 

His  gift  was  eminently  adapted- to  iervice: 
in  mii^fy  found,  powerful,  dncT  clear  j 
Jn  difcipline,  diligent  and  jiadieious  ^  fea^rCh-* 
ing  impartially  into  the  ekufes  whence  the 
circulation  of  life  was  obflrudled,  ■v^^hich 
operative  cate,  difturbing  the  falfe  reft  of 
lukewarm  prof^iFors-,  hath,  at  times,  ex-» 
cited  their  difpleafure  j  yet  beiiig  rhercifully 
preferved  froni  the  fpoti  of  the  world,  and. 
endue^  with  authority  to  fpeafe  feelihgly  to 
the  ftatesof  his  hearers,  inittittthat  proverb 
was  remarkably  verifiodj  :*'  \Vhen  a  man's 
"  ways  pleafe.  the  Lord^  heimaketh  even 
*'.hi5  enemies,  to  be  at  peace  witih  hliili     * 

In  dmihtful  cafes,  he  ntamjifeftisd  an  ex^ 
emplary,  tendernefs  and  forbearance,  parti- 
cularly i'efpecSihg  fuch  as  appeared  prefvimp- 
mqus  xxij  launching  into  religious  engage.-*, 
ments  above  their  qualification,^  being  dif-* 
pofed  to  afford  full  opportunity  for  trial; 
obferving,  upon  thefe  occafions,  it  would  be 
moft  acceptable,  that  deluded  perfons  per- 
ceived their  error'  by  its  effed's :  but  when 
thoroughly  convinced  of  unfoundnefs,  he 
faithfully  difchar'ged  the  duty  of  An  elder, 
in  the  application  of  plain-dealing,,  which, 
indeed,  was  his  peculiar  talent ;  yet  ft)  tem- 
^red  with  difcretiunj  both  in  miniftry  and 
difcipline,  th«tt  we  believe  few  have  ,iij|edi 
thefe  important  ftations  with  more  sglferai. 
approbation :  nor  were  his  amiable  qualities 
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Confined' to  tke  iiotice  af  aur  faw^,  haviaig 
a-large  fliare  in-tkeefteem  cif  otiiers,  'kispei 
cially  thofe  of  his  neigbourhood.  .      ;. 

-  Much  of  his,  time  was  ^devoted  |p-;plib- 
licl:  fei-ViceiJ  in  confequence  wfcjrpi^i  ^a 
fofetafte  of  the,  rewiafd  ;praitiifed3  to  thena 
who  perfevere  in  wellnitloihg, :  proved- his 
fubftantial  -  fuppprt  throvigh  >ai  long  co-urfe 
of  painful  infirmity,  being ;  afiedled  with 
an  afthma  about  fifteen  years.  At  length 
Hlft  difoi'der,  producing  a'  dropfy,r  ftrorig- 
ly  indicated  hii^  diflblution  near;  yet  in 
this  condition,  he  continued  about^eighn 
months:  during  which  feafon  of  deep  trial, 
the  fruits  of  f^'thful|iefs  wer6  confpicuousi 
being,  at  intervals,  :favanred  with  ftrength 
to  fpeak  intelligibly, '  the  frame  of  his  mind 
(appeared  to  be  Centered  in  fweet  confbiatiOin, 
which,  in  great  meafurCj  overcame  the  fenie 
of  bodily  pain,  though  evidently  hard  tobcEir. 

His  mental  faculties  feetned  gather  en- 
larged in  quicknefs  'of  fenfibility,  having 
frequently  f 0  exprefs  thankfulnefs  and  ad- 
miration, that  during  this  Iharp  probation, . 
infinite  gOodneis  had  not  fuffered  his  mind 
to  be  clouded,  but  continued  to  lift  up  the 
light  of-  his  countenance  upon  him ;  under 
the  influence  whereof,  his  fpirit  was  en- 
gaged to  encourage  thofe  prefent  to  faith- 
fulneis,  through  the  happy  effejS  which  he 
experienced  at  thia,t  awful  period. 

Diver*  who  affifted  during  his  illnefs, 
have  declared,  that  his  patience  in  fuffering, 
kind  acknowledgment  of  their  care,  and  in»- 
ftru€tive  admonitions,  fo  far  alleviated  their 

anxiety, 
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anxiety,  oeicafionedby  theihaspoefs  of  his 
conflid,  that  they  .efteemed  it- a  favour  to 
attend  him. 

After  a  laborious  winter,  gradually  de- 
clining, he  quietly  departed  this  Jife,  the 
17th  of  the  6th  month,  1776,  aiid  was  in- 
terred in  friends  burial-ground  at  Chelmf' 
ford,  the  23d  of  the  fame;  aged  about  63 
years;  a  minifter  about  42  years. 

Signed  in  and.  on  behalf  of  Withad| 
Bionthly-meeting,  held  at  Ghelmsfqrd,  the 
28th  of  the  I  oth  month,   1776* 

-  :4  . 

Frances  Griffith     -  Jofeph^Shelt^. 

Sufannah  Marriage  John  Mayott 

Martha  Levitt  Stephen  Levitt  > 

Sufannah  Mayott  John  Hurnard 

Jane  Hurnard  Robert  Greenwood 

Mary  Greenwood  Richar^d  Ofboftone 

Mary  M^mage  ThomaS  Puplitt 


Sufannah  Piayel  Jofeph  Marriage 

Sarah  Levitt.  John  Plant  Wheeler 

;.        r.fi     John  RuflTel 
ir;tVib   Jofeph  D0cwra 
'  jL'i      Jofeph  Sheltonyun. 
Daniel  Wood. 

,  The  annexed  Teflimony  being  read  in  our 
quarterly-meeting,,  held  at  Coggefhall,  the 
^ith  of  the  3d  month,  1777,  was  approve^ 
and  £gned  in  and  on  behalf  thereof,  by 

Joseph  DoGWRA,  Clerk. 
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JOHN     GRIFFITH 


IT  hath  been  much  upon  my  mind 
(efpecially  of  late)  to  write  ibmething 
by  way  of  journal,  of  my  life,  travels,  and 
experience  in  the  gracious  anii  nSferciful 
dealiiigs  of  the  Lord  with  me,  through  the 
touiie  of  my  pilgrimage  in  this  world ;  to-, 
gether  with  fome  remarks  on  the  Ham  of 
dtir  fbciety  in  my  time,  interljierfed  ^ith 
divets  obfervations  relating  to  our  coril^^, 
in  various  ftations  of  life,  but  chiefly  in  a 
Migioiis  fenfe ;  to  remain,  whien  my  body 
is  laid  in  the  duft,  a  lading  memCKrial  and 
teftimony  td  the  truth.  And  as  the  Lord 
ihall  be  pleafed  to  open  my  underflanding, 
I  may  alfb  afford  profitable  way-marks  to' 
ibme  weary  travellers,  who  are  feekdng  it 

city 
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city  that  hath  foundations,  wjiofe  builder 
and  maker  is  God. 

I  was  born  on  the  2ift  day  of  the  5th 
month,  1713,  in  Radnorfhire,  South  Wales; 
betfeg  favoured  with  |(^renls  who  had  the 
fubftance  of  religion  in  themfelves,  and 
were  confcientioufly  concerned  to  train 
up  their  children  in  the  fear  of  God, 
The  names  of  my  parents  were  John 
and  Amy  GriiEth;  my  mother  (as  I  re- 
member) was  educated  in  fociety  with  the 
people  called  Quakers,  and  a  fteady  valua- 
ble friend  fhe  was ;  having  at  tirhes,  a  few 
words,  by  way  of  teftimony,  tenderly  to  drop 
in  religious  meetings,  which  were  accept- 
able to  friends.  My  father,  as  I  have  heard 
him  relate,  was  convinced  of  the  blefled 
truth  after  h^  had  arived  to  man's  eftate, 
and  found  it  a  great  crofs  to  join  in  fociety 
with  the  defpifed  Quakers;  he  being  the 
onlyf  x?lie  of  the  family,  which  was  pretty 
larg^,  that  joined  in  fociety  with  that  peo- 
ple. 3u-t  the  Lord  making  hard  things 
eafy  to  him,  he  gave  up,  in  e^neft,  to 
the  heavenly  difcoveries,  and,  in  procefs 
of  :tim€,  had  a  difpenfation  of  th^  go£pel 
of  peace  and  falvation  commiicted  to  him^ 
wherein  he  laboured,  in  the  parts  where 
he  lived,  with  reqaarkablp  fincerity  and  np- 
rightneft ;  being  indeed  a  truly  living  i^i- 
nifter,  and  an  hmvenly-minded  maij,  as  I 
well  remember,  though  I  left  him  ^  when  I 
was  young,  and  never  faw  him  again.    He 
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finifiied  his  courfe  in  ;this  world,  oa  the  24th 
of  the  2d  mdath,  in  the  year  1745;  it  is 
added  in  the  rj^gifterot  the  month!  y- meeting - 
to  which  he  belonged,  thus,  viz.  "He  was  a 
*'  minifter  many  years,  and  left  a  good  report" 
*'  behind  him  among  all  forts  of  people." 
He  was  a  ferviceable  inftrument  in  the  Lord's 
hand  againfh  undue  liberties,  ,  which  were 
then  creeping  in ;  and  was  very  deeply 
affedled  with  the,  declining  flate'  of  the 
church  inthofe  parts  (many  having  remo- 
ved to  America)  which  fmce  his  deceafe 
are  become  almoll  adefolation. 

Having  thus  paid  a  fmall  tribiite,    which 
I  thought  due,  to  the  memory  of  my  worthy  ^ 
parents,  I  fhall  proceed  to  give .  an  accoiint  • 
of  my  felf. 

I  was  favoured  with  the  heart-melting, 
vilitations  of-  God's  love,  I  think,  when 
about  leven  or  eight  years  old;  and  fre- 
quently, experienped  his  name  to  be  in  the 
aflemblies  of  hig;  people  as  precious  oint- 
ment poured  ,  forth ;"  whereby  my  defires| 
were  greatly  railed  to  attend  meetings  for 
divine  worlhip.  For  although,  like  Samuel 
of  old,  I  was  a.s  yet  unacquainted  with  the 
voice  of  God,  neither  did  I  clearly  under- 
fland  from,  whence  that ,  preciovis  confola-^ 
tion,  which  I.  felt,  came;  yet,  I.,  well  re- 
member fomething  working  powerfully  in 
my  tender  weak  mind,  by  way  of  oppofition 
to  that  fweet  heavenly  enjoyment,  in  order 
CO  dci)rive  me  thei'eof,  by  prcfenting  to  my 

B  view 


4-        The    /(SURl^A^L    of 

view  fome'^trarifitbfy  delightj  and  by  fiilirlg 
ttiy  mind' with  vain  uhpfbfitkble;  and  foi3Cie-> 
times  wicked  and  blafpheEtlpvis"  thoughts, 
v^hich  were  a  very  great  affli«^ioh  to  mc;* 
Theii  hejs^who  was  a  liat  from  the  be^ia-' 
nirig,  would  fiig^eft  to  thy  vfeak  itiihd;  that ' 
the  only  way  to  get  over'  fuch  uheafinefs, 
was  to  git*e  way-  to  thofe  thoughts,  and'  to 
be  utterly  regardlefs  of  what  palTed  through' 
my  mind.     I  found  the  fleih  wanted  eafe^ 
and,  to  fave  its  felf,  willingly  jollied  here- 
in with  the  temptations  of  Satan,  whereby 
I  got  a  kind  of  preferit  e'afd;  but  it  vfas  by 
liich    gratifications   as   tfendfed  to  heap   up 
wrath  aigainft  the  day  of  Wrath,  and  the  re- 
velation of  the  righteous  judgih^iits  of  CrOd; 
So  that,  notwithllanding  the  falfe  eafec6i>^ 
trived  by  my  foul's  enemy,  I  did,  at  times, 
very  fenfibly  feel,  as  I  grew  up,  this  pekc6' 
difturbed,  and  broken  by  a  fenfb  of  God's 
wrath,  revealed  from  |ieaven  againft  my  i^ii-> 
righteoufhefs ;  arid  great  bitfernefs  i>i  fptrit- 
I  was  often  in,  when  the  chiftening  oi|f.rhiSf 
Lord  was  upon  me  for  itin.     I  Would,    at 
jiich  times^    enter  into  covenant  with  the^ 
Lord,  pro^ifing  amendment ;  but  as  thofe- 
promifes  were  made  much  in  my  own  will,' 
they  were  fbon  broken,  and  that  would  in>-^ 
c^afe  the  weight   of  my  hoi-ror  and  dif- 
ttefs:    the  Lord,    in  infinite  mercy,    being- 
pleafed  to  find  me  out,  and  to  plead  with' 
me  as  in  the  valley  of  decifion.^    In  wri- 
ting this,  aay  mind  is  greatly  movedr  witb 
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pity  and  ,,bpwe]s  of  compaffion  towards 
ii>coiifiderate  youth ;  yi}xo  for  tjie  fake  of 
triflii;ig  vanities,  ,flightii}g  tljieir  own  mer- 
cies, are  fu^jjedled  to  diftrefs  of  mind :  and 
the  c^fe  is  ftill  worfe,  when  by  repeated  di^ 
obedience  aflid  rebellion  againft  God's  un- 
merited ^grace,  they  have  almoft  ftifled  his 
idivine  witnefs  in  their  o\yn  bearts,  and 
go  on  with  impunity;  for  an  awakening 
tinie  willconae,  £oon  or  late,  which  mml 
ftrike  .all  fych  with  horror  and  amaze- 
:i^)Qt.    May  it  be  in  mercy ! 

lyly. godly  parents  were  very  careful  to  pre- 
vent niy  falling  into  evil  company ;  nptwith- 
ftanding  which,  I.  frequently,  without  their 
knowledge,  found  fuch,  and  joined  them  ia 
thofe  vanities  which  are  incident  to  youth; 
and  perhaps  was  not  a  whit  behind  any  of 
them  therein:   yet  in  the  cool  of  the  day, 
^  I  was  fharply  reproved  for  the  fame ;    nay 
,fomctimes,  in  the  very  midll  of  my  folly. 
But  by,  this,  time  I  wanted  to  filence  tha€ 
pure  wit;ie|&  againfti  evil  in  my  heart.     Oh ! 
I   haye  often  finqe,  .with  deep   reverence, 
;  thankfully  adpired  the  long-fufFering  of  a 
gracious  God,    in  that  he  did  not  cut  me 
,ofF,  when  I  wilfully  refitted  the  reproof  of. 
his  inftruftion,    which  is  the  way  to  life, 
becaufe  I  wanted  my  living  in  the  vain  plea- 
fures  of  this  pcrilhing  world. 

When  I  was  about  the  age  of  thir^eegs. 
years,  a  friend  who  had  lived  fome  time  in. 
Pennfylvania,  being[  in  our  parts,  and  fre- 
quently 
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quently  at  our  houfe,  gave  a  Very  ple^i 
account  ,of  that  country.  I  having  two 
uncles  aiid  one  aunt  there,  ftme  of  whom 
had  before  written  to  encourage  our  going 
over  thither,  "  my  incHnation  grew  very 
ftrorig.to  go;  though  my  parents,  efpecially 
my  father,  was  at  firft  very  much  againft 
it.  But  Iv  was  as  one  immoyeably  b'ent  for 
going;  which  when  my  parents  faw,  and 
that  an  elder  brother  inclined  to  go- with 
me,  thejr  at  length  cohferited  thereunto,  and 
procured  a  certificate  of  our  being  in  unity 
with  Friends.  There'  being  a  family  of 
Friends,  out  of  the  compafs  of  our  month- 
ly meeting",  alfo  going  over  in  the  fame 
fhip,  we  were  delivered  under  their  care, 
and  in  the  year  1726,  we  embarked  at  Mil- 
ford-Haven,  on  board  the  Conftantine  gal- 
ley of  Briflol,  Edward  Foy  matter.  We 
had  a  pafTage  of  about  eight  webks  from 
land  to  land.  We  were  about  eighty  or 
ninety  paffengers,  generally  healthy,  a- 
mongft  whom  three  children  were  bom 
whilft  oii  board,  and  none  removed  by 
death.  My  uncle,  John  Morgan,  "who 
lived  about  1 2  miles  from  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, hearing  of  our  ai-rival,  came  on 
board,  and-  conducfled  us  to  hi^  own  hoitfe, 
wh^e  I  tontinued  for  Tome  time-,  my  bro- 
ther, tjeing  a  ^vV^feaver,  fettled  at  my  aunt 
Mai-y  Pennel's',  ■  following'  his  trade. 

RemoVih^froiTt  uhder  my  parents  watch- 
ful care  over  me,  for  my  good,  furnifhed 
me  with  great  opportymity  to  gratify  a  vain 

mind 


mind,  'in 'the  fodlifli  amitfenients  of  a  tra'6- 
fitory -world,  towards -wKicH  I  had  bur  too 
great  an  inclination.  But  I  have  this  to 
fay,  in  order  that  parents  may  be  encoura- 
ged to  exert  their  godly  endeavovtrs  for  the 
prefervation  of  their  childrfen,  that  I  do 
'ftedfaftly  believe,  the  religious  care  of  my 
parents'  over  me  in  my  youth,  imprelled  ib 
great  an  awe  upon  my  mind,  that,  through 
the  bleffiiig  of  Divine  Providence,  it  was 
a  great-  means  of  my  prefe^rvation  from 
grofs  enormities;  though  I  had  great  op- 
portunity of  being  plunged  thereinto,  aftef 
i  left  them.  I  hope  ever  to  retain  a  grate- 
ful and  thankful  reiiiembrance  of  thofe 
grlcioUs  prefervati'ons,  when  I  confider, 
how  narrowly  I  have  efcaped  thofe  rocks, 
upon  which  many  have  been  fhipwrecked 
and  ruined.         ^  - 

I  was  ibmetimes  vifited,  and  in  degree 
awakened  to  a  fenfe  of  my  undone  con- 
dition without  a  Saviour,  after  my  arrival 
in  America,  though  not  fo  frequently  as 
vvhen  I  was  younger.'  As  I  had  often,  oh 
very  often!  knowingly -withftbod  it,  my 
tafte  for  worlHly  pleafures  being  now  grown 
ftronger,  I  was  very  unwilling  to  give  up 
to  the- Call  of  Chrift.  I  could  plead  abund- 
ance of  excufes,  concluding  among  other 
things,  that  r  was  but  young,  and  mi^t 
live  a  great  many  years';  that  if  I  did  take 
my  fwing"a  few  years,  I  might  become  re- 
ligious fbouer  than  many  others  had  done,  - 

who 


.8  The    JOURNAL    of 

Vfko  wepe  braye  men  in  their  day.  i  wotild, 
howevep,  to  make  myfelf  the  more  eafy  for 
that  time,  fully  determine  to  be  a  very  re- 
ligious gQod  man,  at  one  time  or  other ; 
but ,  it  muft  not  be  yet.  Thus,  throiigh 
the  grqfs  darknefs  which  had  covered  my 
piind,  I  who  had  no  certainty  of  feeing  the 
light  of  r one  day  more,  was  prevailed  upon, 
by  the  fubtilty  of  .$ata.n,  to  run  the  dread- 
fijl  hazard  qf  a  future  repentance  and 
ameiidment  of  .life,  xand  fo  begame  worfe 
and  m^ore .  hardened  in  -  evil,  though  ftill 
preferved  out  of  grofs  pollutions,  or  what 
are  commonly  fo  efleemed;  I  was  afraid  to 
tell  a  lie,  except  to  r  embefllifh,  or  fet  off 
a  pkaCant  or  merry  tale  pr  ftory;  appre- 
hending it  no  great -crime  to  tell  a  lie  in 
jeft.  I  never  remember  to  have  fworn  an 
oath,  or  uttered  a  curfe  in  my  life.  Nor 
was  ,  I  ever -prevailed  upon,  in  my  cufto- 
mary  converiacion, ;  to  depart  from  the  rules 
of  my.  education,  refpesfling  the  plain  lan- 
guage, thee  andthojn  to  one,  and  you  to 
more  than  one;  all  this  time  preferving  a 
pretty  fair  charadler  amongft  men,  as  none 
Gould  charge  me  with  any  thing  accounted 
icafldalqus.  I  retained  much  love  and  re- 
gard for  thofe  I  thought  truly  religious; 
efpecially  weighty  fubftantial  minifters  oif 
the  everlafting  gofpel;  and  1  believe  had  a 
better  fenfe  of  their  fpirits  and  labours,  than 
ibme  of  my  companions  had,  and  therefore 
was  afraid,  to  defpife  or  fpeak  contempti- 
bly 
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hly  of  fiidiD,'^  asr-  fomc  of^iiiy  affbclatesfdof^ir 
111  this  ^jEkima^ i  degeiierase ;  ftate, :  i  rditb xom^' 
monly ,.  in  a:  cxiflbnoary  way,  ■  attends  &t(briy 
di-Y  meetingkfr  AAd  ra&My  had  the  .libdrtyr 
of  gding.'ori  other  day^  of  thee  -iiredk,  wheiii 
any  minifters  from  jdiflant,. 'pacts 'jcame  to.' 
vifit  Abingtoki  ibeetingi  to,  which!  I  belong^ 
ed:  but  alas!  it  fy^sf^to  littleior  no  "goodl 
ptinpofe,  3  as  'the  labotir/bellowi^ed  uptxnrniei 
by  miiiiftry  rir  othei-wife,  wksilikewatqcfpilr: 
Upon  a  ftofie,  that  foon  tuns  dff  agf^^i'teith-*; 
out  any  entraike;  !•  beihgiij^^dsfopfome' 
time,  .like  the  . iheadb;  int the'  defcc,!  <ncrfc 
knowing  when^ood'  came:  <aM'  i^iat  anyi 
time,  the  feed'^of  Go'd's  kingdom  l^lbmponf 
my  heart,''3 -vvhich^  w^as^  like"4iiff  high-wkj^' 
ground,  it  was  Ibbn  uaken-atray^Liand  t 
prefentiy  loft' the  favour ftherjel»0.  ^1  ;  r.i 
Wheii  I  had' atrived  to  %pwafds  of  niftci!' 
teen  years:  ©f  iage,  1  ^ai,  throu^hT  infinite' 
mercy  never  to  toe  forgbcteii,  ip'ffiikd4nf:^n  ex-«i 
txaordinary  naaia(nto:jic©n;*eerniHg  whach,  as 
it  was  the  happyi  m^m  of  ^t-urtti«ig>my) 
mind,  ir^  a  ^^  degree/  fr-em  the  periflimg' 
vanities  <5f  aap  ufidgPtaiir/WbrM,  .tO!t|ie:Gm> 
of  all  fare  nafercies,  I  inteild  CD  be  fotjie*; 
what  partktiiar.;  One  evenin|;,  IjeJagi.wirij. 
divers  of  my  companioni  in  vanityi'^'and 
under  no  reftraint^  ^as  the  hesads  of  diiEffe- 
mily  were-  mt^'ak  '^6^6y-  \v^j'carridd  our- 
fifdtby  v^iii '  eihver^tioni :  ^m^^^oli^  rude 
3<^itans,  to  Ja  higher  d^ree-<t)f^-'wicfced  }M^^ 
iiefs, -than  ;I  feyer  Was^  guilty  of.beforei-  i#. 

whicli' 
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Sssh'&h /^ii^  fiii^iofe  r  was  as  a'  ringleader^lfes  Oa  '^ 
this-.aGciiunt,y;L.feit.  fpme-fharp  laiiiesiaf^ 
confciehce  as  I  ,went  to  bed  that  night ;  and 
a'  t-hdiightfulnefs    tGok  hold  of  my  mind,', 
that'  we '/had  net  a^  being-  in  this  world  for.j 
fccth?  r  a' ;  jp  urpofe,  '  or  ^  to  fpend  onr  time  a  s. 
abnve  .  mdntioned,  .j  of   which  I  gave  fome 
llifl£;^ta!my  bed-fellow;  yet  this  conyidiom 
4idrmot  fmk  fo.  .deep, ;  ;but  that;  J  pretty  foonr 
gat; :tQuileep,^n 'h Jiad rnot  ilept  long,  'before 
a-,ineirerig&K  alarmed  -me  with  ,an  account^i 
tibat 't>ne  ofi»n4y  jolly  companions,  who  was 
thsvi  ifl.  the  houife,  and;  who,  I  think,  had 
been  the  beft  :of  :us^    was  dying/  deilring' 
me  |.tQi:go -immediately^ to  >Mm,'    which  I* 
d(idv7- 1  ;Was  eKceedingly  ftruck  with  horror 
<jf  Fmind,,  ;ati,the  -thoughts  of,- the  manner 
in  which  wextotd-fpent  the  d^eniiig  before, 
audi  the  fudiden;  ftroke  that  followed  upon 
this  poor  man,';    But  when  I  , came  to  his 
bcdfide^  and  fa w^  the  dreadful  «gony  he  was 
in,  tmy  JioiTor,.was>increafed  beyond  all 
e^reffion;  as  none  of  us  expcifte^'he  could' 
live  .inany  hours,  i:  For  my  part,'  I  was  fo: 
deeply  plunged  into  anxiety  of rinind,  that 
itifeemed'asif.  the  pains  and  terrors  of  hell* 
had-Jaid  hold  of  me  already;  and.;!  was  then 
ih  .full  expe<3:ation  therc'rwag , n-p; 4eliverajicfi 
for  me  therefrom- ;    but  that  I  jfhould  die, 
wjth  the;  weight  of,  that  diftrefs  which  was 
upoa  me,  before  morning.     This  liappened 
on   a   feventh-day  nights,  ..and ^though  the. 
young  manJn  time,  recovered, , yet  &  was- 

not 
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hot  %  to  be  left  next  day,  which  hindered 
me  from  going  to'  nieeting,  to  which  I 
■WiLS  exceedingly  defirous  to  have  gone^  for 
by  this  time  I  was  pretty  thoroughly  awa-* 
tened  to  a  fenfe  of  duty  •  arid  it  being  a  week 
before  the  like  opportunity  preiented  to  me 
again,  it  feemed  the  longeft  week  I  had  ever 
known.  Oh,  how  did  I  long  to  prefenC 
myfelf  before  the  Lord  in  the  aflemblies  of 
his  people !  that  I  might  ponf  forth  itiy  in- 
ward cries  before  him,  in  a  ftate  of  fincere 
repentance,  and  deep  contrition  of  foul; 
which,  through  the  efFe(flual  operation  of 
his  power  in  my?^  heart,  I  Was  then  in  a.' 
condition  to  do.  Now  I  clearly  faw,  tha6 
repentance  is  the  gift  of  God,  and  that  his 
love,,  wherewith  he  hath  loved  us  in  Chrift 
Jefus  our  Lord,  leads  linners  thereinto.. 
The 'fleflily  will  being,  for  the  prefent, 
overcome  and;  filenced^  there  was  a  givingj^ 
up,  with  .  all  readinefs  of  mind,  to  the 
Lord's  requirings.  There  was  not  any  thing 
then  too  near  to  part  with  for  the  real  and 
fubftantial.  enjoyment  pf  the  beloved  of  my 
fciul;  for  ,1  was  brought  in  degree  to  expe-^' 
1-ience,  that  he  came  "  for  judgment  into  this 
*' world,  that  they  which  fee  not  might  fee; 
*'  and  that  they  which  feemight  be  made  blind. 
J  could  no  longer  look  u^pon  my  formet 
delights .  with  any  fatisfadlibaa,  but  inftead 
thereof,  had  a  glorious  view  ©£  the  beauti-* 
ful  iituation  of  mount  Si  on,  arid  my  face  was 
turned  thitherward,  and  f^r  the  joy  w^iie'h 
G  was 
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was  fet  before  me,  I  was  made  willing  to  ed-"- 
duye  "  the  erofs  of  Chrift,  and  to  defpife  the 
*'  fliame ;"  and  though  I  became  a  wonder  and 
a  gazing  flock  to  my  former  companions,  I 
did  not  much  regard  it,  knowing  I  had  jxift 
eaufe  fo  to  be.  My  great  change  ftruck 
them  with  fome  awe,  for  I  obferved  they 
had  not  the  boldnefs  to  mock  or  deride  me 
before  my  face. 

The  young  man,  who  was  an  inftrumcnt 
in  the  divine  hand  for. my  awakening,  and 
his  brother,  were  both  greatly  reached  and 
deeply  afFedled,  for  the  prefent,  by  the  above- 
mentioned  wonderful  viiitation,  and  there 
was  a  very  V^ifible  change  in  them  for  a  time  j 
but,  like  the  feed  that  fell  on  the  ftony 
ground,  they  withered  away,  and  did  not 
become  fruitful  to  God.. 

I  greatly  rejoiced  when  firft  day  came, 
that  I  might  go  to  meeting;  which  proved 
to  me  indeed  a  memorable  one,,  there  being 
two  public  friends,  ftrangers,  lent  thither, 
as  I  thought^  on  my  account;  for  molt  of 
what  they  had  to  deliver,  appeared  to  me 
applicable  to  my  ftate.  Now  did  I,  in 
fome  degree,  experience  the  fubftance  of 
what  was  intended,  by  the  "  baptifmof  wrater 
*'  unto  repentance;  the  wafhing  of  water  by 
*'  the  word;  and  being  born  of  water  and  the 
'*  fpirit."  AH  which  would  be  fully  feen,  and 
elearly  underftood,  by  the  profeffors  of  Chrif- 
tianitgr,  were  they  righdy  acqiiainted  with  the 
"  gofpel  of  Chrift  J  which  is  the  power  of  God 

"  unto^ 
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*'  utjto  falvation."  This  power,  inwardly  re- 
vealed, is  alone  able  to  work  that  change  in, 
them,  withovxt  which,  our  Lord  faith  none 
ihall  fb  much  as  fee  the  kingdom  of  God. 
But  alas!  being  carnal  iq  their  minds,  afpiri- 
tual  religion  doth  not  fuit,them ;  for,  as  faith 
the  fcripture,  "  the  natural  man  receiveth  not 
"  the  things  of  the  fpirit  of  God,  for  they  are 
"  foolifhnefs  iinto  him;  neither  can  he  know 
"  them,  becaufe  they  are  fpiritually  difcern- 
*'  ed."  Hence  it  is,  that  the  profeflbrs  of  the 
Chriftian  name,  retain  figns  and  fhadows, 
whilfl  the  fubftance  is  negledled ;  pleading  for 
the  continuance  of  types,  when  the  antitype 
is  but  little  regarded :  where  this  latter  is  ex- 
perienced, all  flaadows  and  types  vanifli 
and  come  to  an  end;  as  did  the  legal  types, 
when  Chriil,  the  antitype,  came,  and  intro- 
duced his  difpenfation,  which  is  altogether 
of  a  fpiritual  nature.  And,  what  is  yet 
more  wonderful,  and  an  evidence  of  great 
ignorance,  is,  to  find  thofe  happy  and  blefTed 
efFedls,  which  are  only  produced  by  the  bap- 
tifm  of  Chrifl  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  attribut- 
ed or  annexed  to  the  ceremonies  of  fprinkling 
a  little  w4tSr  by  a  prieft  in  a  child's  face : 
for,  when  that  is  done,  the  prieft  prays, 
*  that  old  Adam  in  the  child  may  be  bu^- 
ried ;  that  the  new  man  may  be  raifed  up  in 
him;  that  all  carnal  affediion  may  die  in 
him;  and  that  all  things  belonging  to  the 
fpirit  may  live  and  grow  in  him.'  Then  he 
prays,    that  the  element  of  water  may  be 

fan(5lified 
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ftncflified  tq  the'waftiing  away  fm.  The 
child  is  then  faid  to  be  received  into  the 
congregation  of  Chrift's  flock,  and  ligned 
with  the  fign  of  the  crofs :  when  this  is 
done,  they  acknowledge  the  child  to  be 
regenerate,  and  grafted  into  the  43ody  of 
Chrift's  church,  and  return  thanks  to  God, 
in  that  he  hath  been  gleafed  to  regenerate 
that  infant  with  his  Holy  Spirit,  and  tq 
receive  him  for  his  own  by  adoption; 
Concerning  a  child  fprinfcled,  they  fay, 
*  who  being  born  in  original  fin,  and  the 
wi'ath  of  God,  is  now,  by  the  laver  of  re- 
generation, in  baptifrn,  received  into  the 
number  of  the  children  of  God,  and  heirs 
of  everlafling  life.'  They  fay,  by  baptifm,' 
viz.  fprinklirig  infants,  that  they  have  put 
on  Chrift,  and  that  they  are  made  chil- 
dren of  God  and  of  the  light.  They  hold 
children  baptized,  dying  before  they  com- 
mit at3:ual  fin,  are  undoubtedly  faved  j 
which  feemeth  to  imply,  others  are  not^ 
Being  now  weary  of  reciting  thefe  palpable 
errors,  I  fhall  proceed  with  the  account  of 
my  own  progrefs,  in  the  real  experience  of 
this  great  work  of '  regeneration,  or  the 
new  birth,  which,  I  well  know,  is  not  ob- 
tained at  fo  eafy  a  rate  as  above-mentioned. 
This  adminifiration  of  water  by  the  word 
continued  in  a  remarkable  manner  upon  me, 
for  about  three  months,  in  which  I  found 
great  fetisfadlion,  as  it  was  accompaitied 
mth  an  heavenly  fweetnefs,    like  healing 
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Ibaifam  upon  my  woUnded  fpirit ;  mjjh.ea.Tt 
being  melted  before  the  Lord,  as  wax  is 
melted  before  the  fire.  Great  was  my  de- 
light in  reading  the  holy  fcriptufes,  and 
other  good  books;-  being  favoured,  at  that 
time,  •to  .  receive  much  'comfort  and  im- 
p^rovement  thereby,  But  this  eafy  melting 
difpenlation,  was  to  give  way  to  a  more 
powerful  one,  that  the  floor  might  be  tho- 
roughly purged,  even  the  baptifm  with  the 
Holy  Ghoft  and  fire:  for  the  former  dif^ 
penfation'  of  the  Lord  to  my  fpul  feemed 
piuch  to  refemble  John's  baptifm  with 
water  unto  repentance,  as  being  the  real 
thing  fignified  thereby,  in  order»to  prepiare 
thQ  way  of  the  Lord. 

Under  this'  difpenfation  I  was  for  a  time 
exceedingly  diftrefled,  in  a  fenfe  of  the  great 
alteration  I  found  in  the  ftatp  of  my  mind ; 
attributing  it  to  fome  caufe  given  by  me, 
that  I  was"  thus,  as  I  thought,  forfaken. 
All  the  former  tendernefs  was  gone,  and  I 
was  as,  the  parched  ground.  My  agonies 
were  fo  great,  that  when  it  was  day  I 
wiflied  for  night ;  and  when  it  was  night  I 
wifhed  for  day.  In  meetings  for  worlhip, 
where  I  had  enjoyed  moft  fatisfacSion,  I  now 
was  under  th^  greateft  weight  of  pain  and 
diltrefs,  even  to  that  degree,  at  times,  that 
I  could  fcarc^ly  forbear  crying  aloud  for 
mere  agony.  When;  meeting  was  over,  I 
^would  fometimes  walk  a  confiderable  way 
|Rto  tlie  woods j  ^th^  .unheard  by  ^y  mor- 
tal. 
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tal,  I  might,  in  'mournful  accents,  give 
vent  to  my  greatlj'  diftreffed  foul.  In  this 
doleful  ftate  of  mind,  the  grand  adverfary 
was  permitted  to  pour  forth  floods  of  temp- 
tations. I  was  almoft  conilantly  befet  with 
evil  thoughts,  which  exceedingly  grieved 
me ;  for  though  I  was  in  fuch  a  darjc  dif- 
treffed cQudition,  my  mind  was,  by  this 
time,  too  much  enlightened  to  allow  of,  or 
join  with,  wicked  and  corrupt  thoughts : 
yet  I  often  judged':  myfelf,  and  I  believe  at 
times  not  without  caufe,  being  apprehen- 
five,  I. was  not  eariieft  enough  in  refilling 
thoie  evil  thoughts  and  temptations.  But, 
oh !  I  was  exceeding  weak  in  thofe  days ; 
and  I  am  perfuaded  the  Lord,  in  gracious 
condefcenfion,  looked  mercifully  at  the  Sin- 
cerity of  my  intention,  not  marking  all  my 
failings,  or  I  could  not  have  flood  before 
him  in  any  degree  of  acceptance.  Very 
great  were  my  temptations,  and  deep  my 
dillrefs  of  mind  for  about  a  year ;  ia  which 
time  I  was  but  as  'a  little  child  in  under- 
ftanding  the  way  and  work  of  God  upon 
me,  fbr  my  r^dtmption.  Yet,  he  who 
will  not  break  the  bruited  reed,  nor  quench 
the  fmoaking  flax,  until  he  fends  forth 
judgment  unto  vidlory,  by  his  inTifible 
power,  bore  up  my  head  above  the  rage-, 
jng  waves  of  temptation,'  fo  that  the  enemy 
found  he  coiaM  not  overwhelm  me  there- 
with: the  Loni  teaching  my  hands  to  war, 
and.  my  fingeiB  to  fight  under  his  banner, 

through 
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tbrough  wEofe  blefling  and  alUftailce,  ,  I 
fp^nd  fome  degree,  of  vidlory  over  the  beaft, 
viz;,  that  part  whw^h  faath  its  life  in  flelhly 
gratifications.  Then  began  the  falfe  ptcH- 
phet  to  w^rk  with  figns  and  lying  won- 
ders; in  order  to  deceive  my  we^k  atod  xmc 
flciiful  underftanding ;  as  it  is  written, 
'  Satan  \&  traiisformed  .into  an  angel  of  light:' 
fo  I.  fowiitj  hfini,  at  leaft  in  appearance.  He 
ithat  goe,s  about  feeking  wIiqe^  be  naay  de- 
trouTj  perceiving  I  was  too  much  enlighten- 
ed from  above,  to  be  eafily  drawn  into  fell-' 
Iviality,  craftily  attempted  my  deftrudlion 
another  way,  viz.  by  fetting  hipifelf  up, 
■Hindifeo'vered  then  by  m.e,  for  a  guide  in  the 
way  of  moreification,  which  I  was  then  re^ 
folved,  through  divine  afEftanGe,  to  walk 
carefully  in>,  by  denying  myfelf  in  all  things 
which,  appeared  inconfiftent  with  the  di- 
yine  will.  This  fubtil  transform-er,  tak- 
ing advantage  of  the  ard'eiiCy  of  my  mind 
to  prefe  forward  in  this  neceffary  cosicern, 
fuggefted  that  my  work  would  be  mucih 
eafier  in  obtaining  a  complete  vi^ory  over 
evil,  were  I  to  refrain  for  a  time  from 
fome  of  the  nece&rieis  of  Mfe,  parfiicularly. 
from  eating,  and  tafci'ng  my  natural  reft  ia 
fleep,  except  juft  as  mucli'  as  wouid  preferve 
life;-  aid  that  I  nafwife  conflautly  keep  my 
hfflpi&  emsployed  m  feujfinefs,  aS^  idlei^feft.  i$- 
the  naarferys  ©f  vice;  neit^MT'  was  he  want- 
ing t0%ri'ng  ferijptu-re,  a^d  parages  ««ato£ 
©ther  rdlgtous  treks',  to  Confii?ia^  thefe  ue* 

quirini^. 
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quirings.  ,1  then  really  believed  it  was  tli^ 
voice  of  Chrift  in  my  mind  commanding 
thefe  things,  and  therefore  endeavoured  to* 
be  faithful  therein,  till  my  natural  ftrength 
abated,  and  I  found  "my  body  grew  much 
weaker  thei-eby.  Greatly  diftreffed  I  was,' 
when  at  any  time  I  fell  fhort  of  what  I 
apprehended  to  be  my  duty  in  thefe  r'efpeds, 
he  that  required  this  fervice  beifig  a  hard 
mafter^  though  he  had  power  to  deceive, 
yet  he  could  not  give  me  faith  that  I  fhould 
overcome.  My  views  in  thofe  days  were 
indeed  very  difccfuraging^  my  poor  afflidlpd 
foul  being  almoft  funk  into  defpair.  My 
friends  took  notice  that  I  was  in  uncommon 
diftrefs.  The  family  in  which  "I  then 
lived,  as  they  could  not  be  altogether  ig^ 
noraht,  though  I  concealed  it  as  much  as 
I  could,  of  my  wandering  about  in  the 
fields,  &c.  at  nights,  and  muth  refraining 
from  food  (my  deep  diftrefs  being  alfo  very 
legibly  imjirihted  on  my  ~  countenance) 
feared,  as  I  afterwards  underftood,  left  I 
fhould  be  tem,pted  to  lay  violefit  hands  on 
myfelf.  I  was  forbid  in  myfelf  to  tell  my 
condition  to  any,  as  that  would,  be  feek- 
ing  relief  from  without;  a  very' improper 
and  unworthy  thing. 

"Notwithftanding  which,  the  God  of  all 
griace,  who  permitted  this  uncommon  af- 
lliftion  to  fall  upon  rhe  for  a  trial,  and  not 
for  my  deftrudlion,  was  pleafed,  in  wonder- 
ful kindnefs,   to  move  upon  the  heart  of  a 

minifter 
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minifter  belonging  to  our  meetings  fo  yifii; 
xaeiy  and  to  optti  a  waj  for  my  deliverance^ 
He  Uridtly  iaquired  coneerning  my-  inward 
condition,  inlbmiing  me  that  friends  were 
much  conceirped  al?out  me,  as  it  was  very 
obvious  I  was  under  fame  uncommon  temptr 
atioa.  I  was  at  firft  very  unwilling  to  open 
my  flate  to  him,  however  he  at  length  prer" 
vailed,  and  took  the  opportunity  to  IKew  me 
that  I  was  under  a  grofs  ^elftfioa  pf  Satan. 
Being,  thus,  through  the  .Eord's  mercy, 
delivered  Jttoin  the  wicked  defign  of  mine 
(CfQemy,  whi|;h  oadoubtedly  was  to  deftroy 
both  foul,  and  body,  I  had,  in  i-evcrent 
thankfulnefs,  to  rejoice  in  his  faJvation.  I 
then  clearly  faw,  that  Sa,t;an  in  his  religious 
appearance,  was  alio  carefully  to  be  gnarde^ 
againftj  as  nothing  in  religion  can  be  accept- 
able to  Gpdy  but  the  genuine  produdi  of 
his  unerring  fpirit,  diftind;ly  heard  and 
iinderftood  by  the  eai:  of  the  ibul,  and  the 
x'encwed  underftauding.  "  My  fhgep,"  faid 
Qhiift,*"  hear  my  voice;"  which Inowbegaii 
li(;^^e^p?rience  fulfilkd ;  bleflfed  be  the.  Lbra 
for  ever. I  I  had  many  precious  openings  intxj 
the  divine  myfleries  aboist  this  time;  and 
when  I  reaxJ  die  holy  fcnjjtures,  they  were 
opHied  to  my  wideirf^^OTng,  far  beyond 
'B^teveir  they  ^^d  bten  before,  ib  that  I 
jaiad  very  great  Comfort ;  my  hope  being  re- 
vived, and  my  ^th  much  flreagthened,  by 
diofe  •kings  tha^^  were  written  aforetime. 
I   am  ^wftlL  affiired,    by  certain  experience, 
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that  the  myfteries  couched  in  thofe,  holy 
writings,  cannot  be  profitably  underftood, 
but  by  the  fame  fpirif  which  infpired  the 
penmeii  of  them:  therefore  it  is  vain  pre- 
fumption,  for  fallen  and  unregenerate  man, 
by  his  earthly  wifdom  and  human  learningj 
to  attempt  the  unfolding  heavenly  myfteries. 
The  lip  of  truth  hath  fignified,  they  are  hid 
from  the  wife  and  prudent  ofthis  world,  and 
revealed  unto  the  humble  dependent  babes  and 
llicklings ;  thpfe  who  fenfibly  experience 
their  fufEciency  for  every  good  word  and 
work,  to  proceed  immediately  from  God 
alone ;  and  that  Chrifl  '  is  made  unto  them, 

*  wifdom  andrighteoufnefs,fan(3:ificationand 

*  redemption.'  The  want  of  this  inward 
living  fenfe,  hath  been  the  caufe  of,  and  hath  I 
opened  the  way  for,  that  great  apoftafy,  dark- •■ 
nefs,  and  error,  which  have  overfpreadChrif- 
tendom,  fo  called.  There  is  no  way  for  its 
recovery,  but  by  humbly  fubinitting  to 
Chrift  inwardly  revealed,  and  learning  the 
nature  of  true  religion  of  him,  the  great 
author  thereof:  for  I  am  well  aflured, 
that  forward  a<aive  and  inventing  felf  muft 
be  denied,  abafed,  and  laid  in  the  duft  for 
ever,  and  the  Lord  alone  exalted  in  our 
hearts,  before  we  can  come  up  in  the  feve- 
ral  duties  of  rehgioui  with  divine  appro- 
bation. .  This  I  faw,  in  the  divine  light 
which  began  to  fhine  out  of  my  darknefs, 
and  feparated  me  therefrom,  was  the  great- 
er light    which   was   to  rtile   the    day    of 
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God's  falvation,  and.  that  all  the  faved  of 
the  Lord  muft  carefully  walk  in  this  light, 
wiierein  there  is  no  occafion  of  ftumbling. 
I  alfo  fsLW,  that  when  it  pleafed  the  Lord  in 
wifdom,  for  a  trial  of^my  faith  and  pa- 
tience, to  withdraw  this  holy  light,  and 
there  was  a  fitting  in  darknefs',  and  as  in  the 
region  of  the  fhadow  of  death  for  a  time,  fo 
that  L  had  no^iftin(5l  knowledge  therefrom 
what:  to  do;  that  it  was  my  indifpenfible 
duty  to  (land  ftill,  and  wait  for  my  fure 
unerring  guide;  if  at  thofe  times,  felf 
would  arife  and  be  uneafy,  it  muft  be 
brought  to  the  crofs,  there  to  be  flain. 
By  fuch  e'xperience,  I  found  I  was  nothing, 
and  that  God  was  all  things  necellkry  for 
fbi^l  and  body;  that  if  I  was  brought  into 
^  ftate  of  perfe<5l  reconciliation  with  him, 
i  muft  know  all  things  made  new. 

Abput  this  time  I  had  a  diftant  view  of 
being  called  into  the  work  of  the  miniftry ; 
nay  mind  being  at  times  wonderfully  oyej"-. 
fhadowed  with  the  univerfal  loye  of  God,  in 
the  glorious  gofpel  of  his  Son,  to  mankind, 
to  (that  degree  that  I  thought  I  could,  in 
the  ftrength  thereof,  give  up  to  fpend  and 
tp'  be  Xpent,  for  the  gathering  of  fouls  to 
him,  the  great  Shepherd  of  rifrael;  and  that 
I  could  lift  up  my  voice  like  a  trumpet,  to 
aWakeja  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth:  but 
1\  fourid  all  this  was  only  by  way  of  prepa- 
ration Ibr  this  important  work,  and  that  I 
had  not^t  reijeived  a  cb^imiflion  to  crxgsigQ 

thereia* 
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therein.     A  fear  was  upon  my  mind,  and 
care,    left  T  fbould  prefume  to  enrer  upon 
this   folemn  updertaking   without   a   right 
call }  it  appearing  to  me  exceeding  dangerr 
ous  to  fpeak  in   the   name    of  the  ,  Lord, 
without  a  clear  evidence  ill  the  mind,  that 
he  required  it  of  me;   which  I  then  fully 
believed  he  would  in  his  own  time,  which 
was  to  be  waited  for.   Frocn  tlfis  time,  until  I 
was  really  called,  into  the  work,  I  frequently 
hadi    but  efpecially  in  religions  meetings,^ 
openings  of  fcripture-palTages,    with  lively 
operations   of   the    divine,    power    in    my 
mind ;  and  fometimes  with  i'o  much  energy, 
that    I   have    been    aluioft  ready    to   offer 
what  I  had  upon  my  mind,  to  others.     But 
aSj  through  an  holy  awe  xvhich  dwelt  upon 
my  heart,  I  ^ndeavovired  to  try  niy  offering 
in  the  unerring  balance  of  the  fancluary, 
I  found  it  was  too  light  to  be  of&red,  and 
was  thankful  to  the  Lord  for  his  merciful 
jMrefervation,  in  that  I  had  been  enabled  to 
avoid  offering  the  facrifice  of  fools.      But 
when   the   time   really   came   that    it    was 
divinely  required  of  nje,   the  evidence  was 
fo  indifputably  clear,    that  there  was  not 
the  leafl;  room  to  doubt;  yet,  through  fear 
and  human  frailty,  I  put  it  off,  and  did  not 
give  way  thereunto.     But.  oh!    how  was  I 
condemned  in  myfelf !    The  divine  fwfiet- 
nefs  which  had  covered  my  mind  in  the 
p^eeting  wag  withdrawn,    and  I  left  in  a 
very  poor  difconiblate  flate,  whereten  I  was 
' '  I     ready 
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Stady  to  beg  forgiveiiefs,  and  to  coTrenasat 
with  the  Lord,  that  if  he  would  be  pleafed. 
to  h.v<mt  Hie  again  in  like  manner,  I  would 
give  up  to  his  requiring.  At  the  next  firft- 
day  meeting,  the  heavenly  power  ovef- 
fliado-wed:  me  in  a  Wonderful  maniier,  in 
which  it  was  required  of  me  to  kneel  do'tva 
in  fuppiication  to  the  LbixJ.  in  a  few  words: 
I  gave  way  diereunto,  in  the  dread  of  his 
power,  with  fear  and  trembling.  Aftti 
which,  oh,  hov^  my  foul  was  filled  with 
peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy<5hdfl:1  I  could 
then  fing,  and  make  fw€et  melody  in  my 
heart  to  the  Lord.  As  i  remember,  I  was 
twenty-'one  years  of  age,  the  very  day  I  firft 
entered  into  this  great  and  awful  work  of 
the  miniftryj  which  was  the  2 ill  of  th« 
5th  month,  old  ftile,   1734. 

I  have  fouud  my  mind  engaged  to  be  fome- 
what  particular  conpemiflg  the  manner  of 
my  entering  int»  the  work  of  the  miniftry, 
to  ftand  by  way  of  cautioini  and  proper  en- 
couragement to  others,  who  ;  may  perufe 
the  fame;  having  in  the  courfe  of  my 
obfervation  had  caufe  to  fear,  fome  have 
taken  the  work  of  preparation,  as  before 
hinted,  for  the  thing  if felf;-v  and  fo  have 
proceeded  very  far,  to  thefir  own  ^reat 
wowniding,  and  the  hurt  of  others,  in  bring- 
ing? forth  undmely  fruit,  whieh  i&  exceed- 
ingly dangerous,  and  carefully 'to  be  avoid- 
ed. -Ndthing  is  a  fiifficient  guard  to  pre- 
serve therefrom,  liut  the  fingle  eye,  through 

the 
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the  divine  blefling,  _  awfully ,  c'onfidering 
what  a  great  thing  it  is  for  dulj;.  and  aflaes  to 
fpeak  as  the  apoftle  Peter  diredls,.  viz.  "  As 
"every  man  hath  received  the  ^  gift,  even 
*'  fo  minifter  the_  fame  one  to  another,  as 
**  good  ftewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of 
"  God.  If  any  man  fpeak^  Jet  him  fpeak 
"  as  the  oracles  of  God;  if  any  man  mi- 
■'  nifter,  let  liim  ;do  it  as  of  the  ability 
■ '  which.  God  giveth."  The  author  to  the 
Hebrews  faith,  that  "  no  man  taketh  this 
"  honour  to  himfelf,  but  hethat,  is  called 
"of  God,  as  was  Aaron."  So  that  what- 
ever iforne  may  pretend  to,',  and  intrude 
themfelves  into,  unlefs .  they  are  really  cal- 
led-'of  G^d,  they  will  have  no  fhare  in  that 
fiono.ur  that  cometh.from  God  only. 

The  church  of  Chrift  hath.not  been  with- 
out its  trouble  from  falfe  minifters,  neither 
in  the  primitive  times,  nor  in  ours.  That 
excellent  gofpl^el .  liberty  of.  all  _who  feel: 
themfelves  infpired  thereunto,  whether  male 
or  female,  fpeaking  or  prophefying  one  by 
one,  hath  been,  and.flill  is,  aUufed  by  falfe 
pretenders  to  divine  infpication;  yet  the 
liberty  ought,  to  be.  preferved  inviolable, 
and  other  mea.ns  found  out  to  remedy  this 
great  inconveniency ;  which*  would  not  be 
difficult,  were  the  members  in  a  ■general  way 
fplritually  minded,  rightly .  favouring  the 
things  that  be  of  God.  .Fprward  and  un- 
(ancflified  appearances,  by- way  of  miniflry, 
would  then  be  eafily  awed  and  fuppreffed. 
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€0  as  not  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  church. 
The  cafe  has  been  otherwife,  as  I  have 
oblerved  in  fome  places ;  but  little  ininded,  if 
the  words  and  dodlrine  were  fqund,  and  no- 
thing to  blame  in  the  coaverfation.  Here 
the  main  thing,  which  is  the  powerful 
demonftration  of  the  holy  fpirit,  is  little 
regarded:  and  if  a  few  are  deeply  pained 
at  heart  with  fuch  lifelefs  miniftry,  they 
find  it  exceeding  difficult  to  lay  hands  there- 
on, 'for  want  of  more  ftrsngth;  efpecially 
when  they  perceive  what  flrength  there  is 
againft  them :  for  formal  profefTors  love  to 
have  it  fo,  rather  than  to  fit  in  fileticei 
And  I  have  obferved  fuch  pretenders,  all 
m.Outh  or 'tongue,  and  no  ears  to  rec-eive 
inflrudlion ;  fond  of  teaching  others,  but 
very  unteachable  themfelves.  I  pray  God 
to  quicken  his.  people,  and  raife  the  fbciety 
into  a  more  lively  fenfe  of  that  blefTed 
arm  of  power  which  gathered  us  to  be  a 
people;  or,  I  fear,  the  great  evil  above 
hinted  at  will  prove  a.  very  growing  one : 
profeflion-  without  polTeffion,  being  the 
proper,  element  for  fuch  a  miniftry  to  grow 
and  florifh  in.  I  am  not  quite  free  to 
omit  a  remark  on  this  head,  as  I  am  fully 
perfuaded'the  living  members  of  the  church 
of ,  Chrift,  groan  under  a  painful  fenfe  of 
this  forrowful  token  of: a_ declined  fbcietyi 
May  the  Lord  of  fabbath  hear  their  cries, 
and.  regard  the  anguifh  of  their  fouls  in 
fecret,  fa  as  to  work,  by  his  ihvifible  powet 

for 
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for  his  own  name's  fake,  and  their  enlarge- 
menty  by  turning  his  hand  again  tipon  oux' 
Sion,  to  pBrge  away  her  drois,  and  to  take 
away  her  tin  and  reprobate  filver ;  tiiat  her 
fudges  may  be  reftored  as-  at  the  firft,  and 
her  cotmfdLbrs  as  at  the  beginning  j  that 
snany,  having  timx  feet  fhod  with  the  pre* 
paration  of  the  gofpcl  of  peace,  may  yet  ap- 
pear beautiful  upon  the  mountains  I  So  be 
it,  faith  my  foial! 

I  have  given  fome  hints  how  it  was  with 
me,  by  way  of  preparative  for  the  great  and 
important  work  of  the  fiainiflry,  and  the 
danger  of  my  being  mifled ;  even  at  fome-i- 
times  when  I  had  right  openings,  and  felt 
the  fweet  efficacious  virtue  of  the  love  of 
God,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  to  mankind: 
iiarhkh,  djDubtlefs,  is  the  fenlable  experience 
and  enjoy naeBt,  at  times,  of  every  faithful 
followier  of  Qirifl:,  who  never  was  called 
Co  the  work  of  the  cainiflry.  I  was  in  thoiie 
days  apprehenfive  of  fome  danger  of  bdng 
led  out  at  that  door;  but  I  have  fince  more 
fully  and  perfecElly  feen  the  danger  of  this 
and  other  by-paths,  which  wowld  have  led 
me  to  give  that  away  to  others,  which  I 
was  to  live  upon  myfelf ;  and  out  of  the 
humble  dependant  ftate,  in  which  only 
there  is  fafety,  to  have  a  will  and  way  of 
tny  awn,  that  I  might  be  furniihed  and 
enariched  with  mueh  treafure.  But  fincerity 
of  lieart,  and  my  endeavours  to  preferve  the 
lingle  eye,    through  the  watchful  care  of 

Divine 
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Divine  Providence  over  me,  brought  the 
day  of  the  Lord  upon  it  ail :  fo  that  I  came 
clearly  to  iee,  and  experimentally  to  know, 
my  fufficiency  was  of  God  ;  that  there  muft 
be  a  fteady  dependance  on  the  Lordj  to  be 
immediately  fitted  and  fupplied,  every  time 
I  was  to  engage  in  this  folemn  fervice.  I 
ardently  defire,  that  all  who  have  the  lead 
apprehenfion  of  being  called  into  the  work 
of  the  miniftry,  may  dwell  in  an  holy  dread 
of  the  divine  prefence,  and  know  their  own 
wills  wholly  fubjecfted  to  the  divine  will, 
waiting  for  a  di{lin(5t  and  clear  certainty  of 
the  Lord's  requirings,  not  only  in  entering 
upon  it  at  firft,  but  alfo  at  all  other  times. 
And  as  felf  comes  to  be  laid  in  the  duft 
for  ever,  they  will  receive  undeniable  evi- 
dence, in  their  own  minds,  of  the  certainty 
of  their  miflion ;  and  they  will  not  be  with- 
out a  teftimony  thereof,  from  the  witnefs 
for  God  in  the  confciences  of  mankind,, 
amongft  whom  they  are  fent  to  minifter. 
They  will  be  a  favour  of  life  to  the  living 
in  the  truth,  and  of  death  to  tliofe  who  are 
in  a  ftate  of  death.  Let  it  ever  be  remem- 
bered, that  nothing  of,  or  belonging  to, 
man,  can  poffibly  add  any  luflre  or  dignity 
to  fo  divine  a  gift.  Neither  will  the  belt 
and  moft  curio  ufly  adapted  words  or  doc- 
trine, ever  fo  truly  and  conflfte^tly  deliver- 
ed, be  any  more  than  as  fouWling  brafs,  or 
as  a  tinkling  cymbal,  without  the  power, 
light,    and   demonftratioa  of  the  fpirit  of 
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Chrift.  There  is  no  occafion  'at  all,  for 
tliofe  who  regard  his,  power  as  the  fubftance 
of  their  miniftry,  to  be  any  wife  folicitous 
about  words;  as  the  loweft  and  moft  fim- 
ple  are  really  beautiful,  when  fitly  fpoken 
under  that  holy  influence. 

Having  thus  entered  upon  the  folemn  and 
awful"  fervice  of  the  miniftry,  I  gave  up  for 
the  moft  part,  as  I  found  the  requirings  of 
truth,  through  the  divine  power  and  eifi- 
cacy  thereof,  moving  upon  my  heart,  and 
fubjefting  my  will,  to  utter  a  few  words 
in  a  broken  manner,  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling; the  Lord  being  exceeding  merciful 
to  me,  as  a  tender  father,  taking  me  by  the 
hand,  and  making  me  willing  by  his  mighty 
power,  to  be  counted  a  foolfbr  his  fake  and 
■the  gofpel's. 

The  meeting  I  then  belonged  to  was  large, 
and  a  valuable  weighty  body  of  friends 
therein ;  who,  as  far  as  I  could  obferve  by 
, their  carriage,  did  own  and  approve  of  my 
weak  -  arid  low  appearance  in  this  fervice : 
yet  they  ufed  Chriftian  prudence,  not  to 
lay  hands  fuddenly,  but  gave  me  full  oppor- 
tunity to  make  proof  of  my  miniftry,  and 
to  feel  my  feet  therein. 

About  this  time,  a  fine  -fpring  of  minif- 
try was  opened  within  the  compafs  of  our 
Yearly-Meeting;  there  having,  by  account, 
about  one  hundred  opened  their  mouths  in 
piiblick  teftimony,  in  little  moi^e  than  a 
year;  divers  of  whoin  became  powerful  able 
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minifters,  and  fomfe  of  them  withered  away 
like  unripe  fruit.  About  ten  appeared  with- 
in! that  time,  in  the  particular  meeting  of 
Abington,  to  which  I  belonged. 

As  I  was  enabled  to  wait  on  my  miniftry, 
J  experienced  a  confiderable  growth  and  en- 
largement; andj  in  a  faithful  difcharge  of 
duty  therein,  great  peace  and  heavenly  con- 
folation,  like  a  pleafant  refrefhing  ftream, 
flowed  into  my  foul.  I  alfo  found,  that  it 
was  a  means  of  engaging  the  minds  of 
friend^  in  a  fweet  and  comfortable  near- 
nefs  of  unity  with  me,  which  I  had  never 
before  fo  largely  and  livingly  felt.  Many 
young  well-minded  people,  and  fome  others 
of  little  experience,  feemed  to  admire  my 
gift,  and  Would  jTpmetimes  fpeafc  highly 
of  it,  which  they  did  not  always  forbear  in 
my  hearing.  But  oh  how  dangerous  this  iS, 
if  deJighted  in  by  minifters !  It  may  be 
juftly  compared  to  pcafon,  which  will  foon 
deftroy  the  pur£  innoceiat  life.  My  judg- 
ment was  againft  it ;  yet  Ifound  fomething 
in  me,  that  feemed  to  liaverno  averfion 
thereunto,  but  rather  inclined  to  hearken 
to  it,  yet  not  with  fu^  approbatipn.  The 
fame  thing  in  me  would  want  to  know, 
what  fuch  and  fuch,  who  were  in  moft 
efbeem  for  experience  and  wifdom,  thought 
of  me.  I  fometimes  imagined  fuch  looked 
fhy  ufKjn  me,  which  would  much  caft  me 
down;  all  which,  being  from'  a  root  or 
fibre  of  .-felf,    I  found  was  for  judgment, 

and 
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?ind  mull  die  upon  the  crofs,  before  I  was 
fit  to  be  trufted  with  any  great  flore  of 
gof|)el  treafure.  I  begun  alfo  to  take  ra- 
ther too  much  deUght  myfelf  in  the  gift; 
which  had  not  divine  goodnefs  in  mercy, 
by  a  deep  arid  diftreffingbaptifm,  kindly  pre- 
vented; might  have  opened  a  door  for  fpiri-^ 
tual  pride*  (which  is  the  worft  of  pride)  tp." 
have  entered  in,  to  my  ruin.  I  have  reafon  to 
think,  that  folid  friends,  by  obferving  my 
large  growth  in  the  top,  with  fpreading- 
branches,  were  in  fear  of  my  downfall,  in 
cafe  of  a  ftorm.  However,  in  the  midft  of 
my  high  career,  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to 
take  away  from  me,  for  a  time,  that  which 
he  had  given  me,  viz.  the  gift  of  the  mini- 
ftry,  and  with  it  all  fenfible  comforts  of 
the  fpirit:  fo  that  I  was,  as  I  thought,  in 
total  darknefs ;  even  in  the  legion  and  Iha- 
dow  of  death.  In  this  doleful  Hate  of  mind^ 
I  was  grievouHy  befet  and  tempted  by  the 
falfe  prophet,  the  transformer,  to  keep  up 
my  credit  in  the  miniftry,-  by  continuing 
my  publick  appearances.  It  might  well  be 
faid  of  him,  that  he  would  "  caufe  fire  to 
*'  come  down  from' heaven,  in  the  fight  of 
"  men,  to  deceive  them;"  for  fo  I  found  it. 
It  is  hard  to  imagine,  how  near  a  refem- 
blance  he  could  make,  how  eiadl  an  imi- 
tation'he  could  form  of  the  very  thing  it- 
felf,  to  the  ftate  of  mind  I  was  then  in ; 
even  to  that  degree,  that  I  have  at  times 
been  ready  to  fay,  '  Ah  I  I  fee  and  feel  the 
>•*  fir^ 
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fire   of  the  Lord  coming  d;own  to  prepare 
the  offering' ;  and  have  been  almoft.ready  to 
give  up  thereun||o,  \«rhen  a  godly  fear  would 
feize  my  mind,  and  a  defire  yet  to  try  it; 
by  which  means,  the  ftrong  del ufion  hath 
been  difcovered,  and  the  falfe  fire^reje<5led. 
My   foul   hath   been   plunged  into   deeper 
anxiety,  by  this  falfe  heat,    than  I  was.  in 
before.     No  tongue  nor  pen  can  fet  forth 
to  the  full,   the   deep  and  almojft  confta,njt 
anguilh  of  my  foul,   for  about  the  fpace  ofe' 
four  or  five  months;    being  as  near  as   I 
can  remember  the  time  this  fore  afHidlion 
was  upon  me.     It  fared  with  me  in  fome 
degree,  as  it  did  with   Job,  refpedling  my 
friends  ;  fome  conjedturing  one  thing,  ajid 
fome  another  thing,  to  be  the  caufe  of  this 
fall,      as    it    was    apprehended  ;     though, 
through  mercy,  they  coiild  not  charge  mef 
with  any  evil  as  the  caufe  thereof ^^r    The 
Kioft  pirobable  reafon  to  them,  of  this  alte- 
ration was,  that  I  had  been  too  much  fet 
up  by  others,  and  fo  had  loli  my  gift;  and 
this,  I  think,  came  the  neareft  to  the  truth 
of  the  cafe.     Yet  it  vvas   not   fo   loft,    but 
that  when  my  gracious  helper  faw  my  fviffer- 
ing  was  enough,  he  reftoreq.  it  again,  »^nd, 
appeared  to  hiy  foul  as  a  clear,  morning  with- 
'  out  clouds :    everlafting  praifes  to  his  holy 
name!  My  mind  was  deeply  bowed  in  hum?- 
ble  thankfvilnefs,  ttmder  a  fenfe  of  the  great 
favou!"  of  being  again  counted  worthy  to-  be 
intrufted^with  fo  precious  a  gift ;  therefore  I 

was 
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was  careful  to  excrcife  the  fame  in  great' 
Fear  and  awfulnefs,  and  more  in  a  crofs  to 
mine  own  will  than  before;  as  that  which 
wsL^  but  too  likely  to  havq  decked  itfelf 
clierewithj  was,  for  the  prefent  at  leall,  in 
a  good  degree  flain.  I  have^.very  often,  in 
the  -fidurfe  of  my  religious  experience,  had 
caufe  to  adore  and  admire  divine  wifdanhj 
in  his  dealings  with  me  for  my  preferva- 
tion  in  the  way  of  peace ;  being  well  alFured, 
that  he  will  fo  work  for  mankind,  if  they 
are  fufficiently  given  up  in  heart  and  foul 
to  him,  that  it  will  not  be  polTible  for  them 
to  mifs  of  everlafting  happinefs  ;  for  none 
are  able  to  pluck  thoife  out  of  his  almighty 
hand,  who  do  not  firfl:  incline  to  leave 
hiijn. 

After  I  had  appeared  in  publick  fome- 
what  more  than  two  years,  I  found  fome 
drawings  of  go{pel-love,  as  I  apprehended, 
to  vifit  'the  meetings  of  friends  in  fome 
part  of  New-Jerfey ;  and  being  ,but  young 
in  the  miniflry,  I  was  in  great  fear,  at  times, 
left  I  Ihbtild  be  laniifta-ken,  in  that  which  I, 
at  other  times,  thought  to  "be  the  divine 
requirings :  for  I  iliuch  dreaded  that  of  run- 
ning when  and  where  the  'Lord  did  not 
fend  me,  left  I  Ihould  bring  difhonour  to* 
his  blelTed  name,  and  expole  myfelf  naked 
and  void  of  proper  qualifications  for  fo  great 
an  undertaking,  to  wife  and  difcer^ning 
friends.  Great  indeed  was  nay  diftrefs, 
night  and  day,     crying   to  the  Lord   for 

greater 
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greater  confirmation  ;  which  he  graciaufly 
heard,  and  was  pleafed,  by  a  dream  or  night- 
vifion,  to  afford  me  -fuch  full  fatisfaflion  in, 
that  I  do  not  remember  I  Jiad  any  doubt 
afterwards  concerning  the  fame. 

I  entered  upon  the  faid  journey  the  7th  of 
the  8th  month  1736;  having  a  companian 
much  older  than  myfelf  every  way.  We 
visited  the  following  meetings,  viz.  Piles- 
grove,  Salem,  Aloways-creek,  and  Cohanfey, 
where  my  companion  left  me,  'and  returned 
home,  being  tinder  fome  difcouragemont 
about  the  journey  in  his  own  mind.  But 
.as  I  found  the  Lord  by  his  bleffed  power 
near,  opening  my  mouth,  and  enlarging 
my  heart  abundantly  in  his  work,  I  was 
encouraged  thereby  to  proceed,  being  join- 
ed in  travel  by  an  innocent  friend  belong- 
ing to  Aloways-creek-meeting,  who  had  a  few- 
words  to  drop  in  meetings.  We  went  from 
Gohanfey,  through  a  great  defart  or  wilder- 
tiefs,  ,for  about  forty  miles,  without  inhabi- 
tants, to  Cape  May,  where  wc  had  a 'meet- 
ing. From  thence  to  Great  and  Little  Egg- 
Harbour,  and  had  meieitings.  From  thence, 
through  the  wildernefs,  to  the  yearly-meet- 
ing at  Shrewfbury,  which  was  large,  aad 
much  favoured  with  the  divine  prefcnce: 
divers  minifhering  friends  from  Pennfylvania 
were  there,  viz.  Thomas  Ghalklcy,  Robert 
Jordan,  'John  and  Evan  Evans,  Margaret 
Prefton,  and  athers. 

It 
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It  neither  fuited  with  my  growth  in  the 
niniflry,    nor  my  inclination,  -to  take  up 
nuch  time  in  thpfe  large  meetings.    I  there- 
'ore,  for  the  moft  part,  gave  way  to  fuch  as 
vera  better  qualified  for  the  work,  and  in 
ny  efteem  worthy  of  double  honour.  ^    I 
lad  a  great  regard  in  my  mind  for  thofe 
vhom  h  thought  as  pillars  in  the  hoUfe  of 
jod,  whether  minifters  or  elders;  and  really, 
hink,  if  fuch  had  given  it  as  their  fenfe, 
hat  I  was  wrong  in  my  offerings,  at  any 
line,    I    Ihould   have   been  more  likely  to 
lave  depended  on  their  judgment  than  my 
iwn.      I   looked   upon   myfelf,    for  many 
ears,  as  a  child  in  experience  every  way ; 
nd  therefore  thdught  a  fubjedlion  was  due 
rom   me,    to  thofe  who  were  fathers  and' 
aothers  in  Ifrael,  and  never,  that  I  remem- 
ler,    manifefted    any   difregard   to    them ; 
?^hich   is   now  a  fatisfadlion  to  my  mind", 
lut,    I  confefs,    I  have  at  times  fince  had 
aufe  to  marvel  at  the  forwardnefs  of  fome, 
irho  though  but  children,  if  rightly 'child- 
en,    have  undertaken  the  work  of   men, 
ardly  difcovering  a  wijlingnefs  to  give  the 
reference  to  any;  and  when  they  have  been 
dmonifhed  by  thofe  of  much  more  experi- 
nce  than  themfelves,  they  have  been  apt  to 
:tort,  or  to  plead  a  divine  commiflion,  and 
liat   it   is   right  to  obey  God  rather  than 
lan ;  as  if  they  had  the  fole  right  of  fpeak- 
ig  and  judging  too.     I  liad  divers  times 
:en  the  great  danger  of  being  deceived  and 
lifled  by  the  transformer  5- and  therefore  was 

afraid 
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afraid  of  being  over  confident  of  mine  own 
light,  and  looked  upon  it  the  fafeft  way 
to  Hand  quite  open  for  inftrudlion,  come 
from  what  quarter  it  would ;  there  being 
nothing  more  delired  by  me,  tlian  to  be 
right. 

This  large  meeting  ended  Well,  and  fweetly* 
Praifes  to  the  Lord  over  all  for  ever !  From 
thence  I  went  to  the  following  meetings, 
viz.  Chefterfield,  Trenton,  Borden  town, - 
Mansfield,  Upper  Springfield,  Old  Spring'- 
field,  Burlington,  Briftol,  the  Falls,  Ancocas, 
Mount-holly,  Evefham,Chefter,  Haddonfield, 
and  Woodbury  Creek;  from  whence  I  re- 
turned home.  The  Lord  made  my  journey 
profperous,  and  was  to  me,  at  times,  as  a 
fountain  unfealed,  furnifhing  daily  for  the 
work  he  had  engaged  me  in;  being,  in 
wonderful  condefcenfion  to  my  weak  eftate, 
both  wifdom  and  utterance;  as  it  is  written, 
"  Out  of  the  mouths  of  babes  andfucklings 
"  thou  haft  ordained  flrength."  Praiies  to 
his  holy  name  for  ever! 

Notwithftanding  the  Lord  committed  un- 
to me  a  difpenfation  of  the  golpel,  and  was 
pieafed  to  reward  my  fincere  labours  therein, 
with  the  fweet  incomes  of  peace  and  joy  in 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  with  the  unity  of  the 
brethren,  in  a  comfortable  degree ;  yet  great 
were  my  temptations,  and  various  the  com^ 
bats  I  had,  for  divers  years  after,  with  my 
foul's  enemies.  Oh!  how  hard  I  found  it 
to  keep  from  being  defiled,    more  or  lefs, 

F  with 
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^ith  the  polluting  floods,  which  were  al- 
mofl  continually  poured  out  of  the^  great  red 
dragon's  mouth,  in  order  to  carry  away  rnjr  ' 
imagination  into  unlawful  delights,  from 
■\yhich  I  did  not  always  wholly  efcape ;  being 
fometimes  prevailed  upon  to  fet  bounds  to 
myfelf,  that  though  I  would  not  diredlly  fall 
into  the  evil  I  was  tempted  to,  yet  I  might 
take  Ibme  diftant  delight  and  fatisfadlion^ 
in  approaching  as  near  thereunto  as  I  thought 
was  lawful.*  Thus,  for  want  of  a  watchful 
care,  not  only  to  Shun  that  which  I  knew 
to  be  really  evil,  but  alfo  every  appearance 
of  evil,  I  fometimes  brought  great  anguifli 
and  deep  diftrefs  upon  my  own  mind ;  and 
when  I  had  gone  but  a  little  out  of  the  right 
way,  I  found  many,  oh !  many  weary  fteps 
arid  painful  heart-achings,  before  I  was  re- 
ceived into  the  way  and  favour  of  the  hea- 
venly Father  again.  I  have  often  fince  been 
humbly  thankful  for  his  prefervation,  even 
out  of  grofs  evils,  confidering  my  danger- 
ous tampeiing  therewith  at  times  in  the 
imagination.  How  can  weak  mortals  deter- 
mine what  length  they  will  go,  when  any 
Way  is  given?  Moil  certain  it  is,  they  go 
out  greatly  to  their  hurt,  who  take  any  plea- 
fure  at  all  in  the  thoughts  of  forbidden 
things.  I  have  found,  by  woful  experience, 
that  when  the  leaft  way  is  given  to  the 
enemy,  he  gains  much  advantage,  over  us, 
and  we  are  greatly  enfeebled  thereby;  fo 
that,  inftead  of  growing  as  willows  by  the 

water- 
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water-courfes,  there  is  danger  of  withering^ 
arid  becoming  of  thofe  that  d#aw  back,  in 
whom  the  Lord  hath-  no  pleafure.  I  have 
found  it  the  firft'  fubtil  working  of  Satan, 
to  draw  m»  off  from  a  i:i@nftant  care  of 
bringing  all  my  thoughts,  words,  andaflioiis 
to  He  tried  by  the  light  of  Chrift  in  mine 
own  heart ;  and  inftead  thereof,  to  examine 
them  by  my  partial  reafoning  part.  Here, 
many'?  things  really  edl  in  theii*  nature,  or 
tendency,  or  both,  would  carry  the  appeit-* 
attces  of  iiidifferency  ;'3  the  pleading  would 
then  ;be,  there  is  no  harm  in  this,  that,  or 
the  other  thing:  yet  there  hath  been  a 
doubt  perhaps  in  the  mind  to'  reafon  away, 
not  duly  confidering,  that  he  Who  doubt- 
cth,  is  condemned  if  he  receive.  So  I  have 
many  times  found  it,  when  the  judge  of  all 
hath  been  pleafed  to  arife,  and  ta  find  me 
but,  with  my  fig-leaf  covering  on;  having 
very  imprudently,  by  giving  way  to  wrong 
things,  in  a  great  meafure  loft  the  garment 
of  innocence,  and  an  holy  confidence  to- 
wards God,  Oh!  how;  very  hot  hath  iny 
negledl  oceafioned  the  furnace  to-be  made, 
that  fo  the  dtbfs  might  be  dpne  away. 

Thus  it  was  with  m$,  until  the  many  chaf^ 
tenings  of  the  heavenly  Father  had  brought 
r^e  into  more  fear,  care,  and  fubgecSion. 
I  could  not  be  quite  eafy  to  omit  giving 
thefe  hintsi  of  my  many  weaknefles  and 
failings',  that  othejs  may  learn  thereby  to  b^ 
aware.     This  I  apprehend  to  be  the  chief 

reafoii 
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reafon  of  our  hs-ving  th«  failings  and  mif- 
carriages  of  God's  people  tfaafmitted  to  us 
in  the  holy  fcriptures.    Thou  traveller  Sion- 
ward,    look  forward  to  the  joy  fet  before 
thee,    not  fuffer^ng   thine  eyes   to   wander 
about  thee,    left  they  convey  fach  deJigl^J 
to  thy  heart,    as  may  iiifedl  thy  foul  witdh 
pernicious  diftempers,  by  which  thou  itiayeft 
be  rendered  unable  to  proceed  on  thy  jour- 
ney towards  the  holy  city;  and  throxigh  th? 
defed;  occafioned  thereby  to  thy  fight,  thov^ 
mayeft,  in  a  great  meafuye,  lofe  the  glori-^ 
ous  profpedl  of  its  beauti:^ul  fituation,  and 
the  fplendor  of  its  ftruftures.     Beware  thau 
do  not  load  thyfelf  with  tl^e  feeming  plear 
fant  fruit  of  that  country  through  which 
thou  travelleft::    although  they  may  appear 
to  hang  plentifully  on  each  hknd,  they  will 
neither  be  of  any  ufe  to  thee  in  that  hea- 
venly country  whither  thou  art  goioag,  noi; 
for  refrefliment  on  the  way  thither.    If  thou 
haft  a  mind  to  naa|:e  thine  own  way  pro- 
Iperous,  look  fte^dily  forward,  w^ich  a.  fingle 
eye,    to  the  recompence  of  reward.     Bring 
every  motion  to-war4s  feeking  of  fatisfadl-ion 
in   forbidden    places,     immediately   to   the 
crofs,  and  thou  wilt  much  fooner  find  the 
yoke  0(f  Phrift  made  eafy^   and  his  burden 
light;  all  his  ways  pleafant,  and  his  paths 
peace.     This  is  abundantly  better  thaia  that 
uneafy  in  an4  out  way  of  travelling,  finning 
^nd  repenting,  repenting  and  finning  agaiji; 
vsfhich  lays  a   foundation  for   murmuring, 

l?ibour. 


JOHN    GRIFFITH.         39 

labour,  and  toil ;  crying  put,  as  fome  do  aJi 
their  days,  there  i^'no  cooaplete  vidtory  to 
be  obt^iried  over  fin  oia  this  fide  of  t^e  grave. 
Miferable  finners  we  muft  remain,  wheiji 
the  caxjfe  thereof  is  whpJJy  in  themfelyes ; 
be^aufe  they  will  nqft  come  into,  and  abide 
in,  the  help  of  the  Lord,  againft  the  mighty 
enemies  of  their  foul's  happinefs,  which  ip 
altogether  fufficient  to  give  a  complex  vic-r 
tory  over  them ;  yea,  to  give  power  to  tri- 
umph^ and  fay,  "  We  are  made  more  thaa 
"  eonquerors  through  him  that  hath  loved 
*'  us," 

The  %h  month  1737)  I  fet  oiit  in  order 
to  vifiit  fome  meetings  iiv  Eaft-Jerfey ;  hav- 
ing Richard  French,  an  ancient  friend,  t& 
bear  luie  ci^mpariy.  We  ihad  meetings  at 
Stonybrook,  Bethlehem,  Lebanon,  and  at 
a  Baptift's  houle  near  BlafCk-River,  None 
of  our  fiaciety  were  thereabouts,  but  there 
were  ibipap  ranters  of  Rggers's  followers, 
wJiio  had  taken  upon  them  the  name  of  Qua* 
kers,  -to  the  ^j-eat  feandal  of  friends  in  that 
remote  place:  t^yey  canae  to  the  meeting, 
being  moftly  women.  Their  impatient  reft- 
lefs  fpiritijj  wou^ld  not  fuffer  them  ta  let 
]4S  hold  our  meeting  qiiietjy;  yet  they  did 
D^t  feem  inclinable  to  contend,  but  rather 
to  fla,tter  ^nd  applaud  us.  Some  of  thenj 
ftood  upj  after  we  had  feverally  delivered 
wjkat  we  had  upon  our  mincls,  to  fignify 
t^gir  unity  with  ouj^dodrine,  pretending  it 
tft.,lie.  ^  fai?ae.  they  held  forth  to  the  peo- 
ple, 
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pie,  tHough  not  enough  regarded  by "th^m. 
But  We  were  not  free  to  recSve  their  tefti- 
nioriy;,  any  more -than  Paul  and-Silas  could 
that  maid's  who  was  polTefled  with  an  evil 
fpirit;  but  rebuked-  them  dperily,  and  p^b- 
lickly  declared  our  difunity  with  them,  de- 
firirig  the  people  not  to  look  upon  them  as 
belonging  to  the  fociety  of  the  pebple  called 
Quakers,  as  we  could  afliire  the  meeting  it 
was  not  fo  J  and  that  we  had  no  more  unity 
;*(vith  thofe-  pretenders,  than  they  had.  •  I 
thoiight  the  chief  fervice-we  had  at  that 
place,  was  to  teftify  againfb  thofe  wild  frari- 
tiek  people,  who  we;  fetind  had,  fey  being 
accounted  Quakers,  caufed  th€  way  of  tifuth 
to  be  evil  fpokeri  of.  This  unexpe^led  6p- 
pofition  raifed  their  flighty  fpirits,- fo  that 
they  became  vb^y  troublefome,  being  full 
of  words,  and  afking  frivolous  queftions. 
Wheredpon  that  of  Paul,  to  fame  fuch  wo- 
men in  the  Gojpinthian  church,  came  frelh 
into  my  tnind.  I  therefore  called  out  aloud, 
"  Let  your  women  be  filent  in  the  church ;" 
and  opened  to  them,  that  it  was  fuch  women 
as  they  were,  that  the-  apoftle  rebuked  and 
commanded  to  be 'filent;  who  not  experi- 
encing their  fpirits  to  be  truly  fubjedled, 
that  they  might  know  how  to  fpeak  con- 
cerning the  things  of  God  with  a  right  un- 
derftanding,  ought  to  learn  infilenee  mot 
meanitog  to  exclnde' thofe  of  mine  own  tet 
in  the  like  cafe;  the  faia|e  being  as  neceffai^ 
for  ithem.  We  left  them  as  ftill  of  them- 
;^      ^  felvc^ 
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felves  as  we  found  them, .,  and  went  from 
theiice  to  Whippany,  where,'  in  a  friend's 
houfq,  we  had  ^^  preGious^l^meeting,  TKe 
greateft  nutii.%r  being  of  other  |bGie|ieSj_', the 
teffiiriony  oF  truth  flowed  fprth  freely ;  the^ 
iappearing  to  be  much  tendered  and  j^fFedled 
therewith.  After  meeting,  fome  of  therji 
took  VIS  bVfh6' hand,  and  in  an  affed;ionat'e 
manner  1  ex|)reffed  their  ./afisf^ion  "with 
our  labours '"  amongff '  them.  ;  From  thence 
■we  weiit  to'.Kainfield, '  and  " Wo'odbi;i4ge| ' 
where  We  had  irieetings :  After  which  we 
retufned  home;  having  been  favoured,  to 
accompiiftr  this  little  jdurriey  to  my  own 
iatisfadlion. 

Sometime  before  I  entered  uppn  the  be- 
fore--^entioned  journey,  I  found  my  mind: 
pretty^ftSfongfy  drawi|,  and  much  inclindd*^ 
to  enter  into  a  Aarriage  ftate  with  a  young 
woman  belonging  to  the  lame  meeting,  with- 
in the  compafs  of  which!  had  lately  taken 
a  farm,  and  to  which  I  was  then  joined  "by- 
certificate.  Her  name  was  Rebekah,  the 
daughter  of  Jofiah  and  Sarah  Fearn,  and 
grand-daughteir  of  John  Blunfton :  fhe  being 
a  valuabletbratach  of  a  good  flock.  By  the 
death  of  her  brother,  fhe  was  then  pofTefTed 
of  that  part  of  her  faid  grandfather's  eflate, 
■^here  he  hfid  lived,  and  entertained  friends 
from  almoft  the  firfl  fettlement  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  until  his  death;  which  afterwards 
was  continued  by  j^s  widow  many  years, 
but  of ;  late   years    had   been    laid    afide. 
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tt  wa§  ih  Lower  Derby,  about  feven  miles 
Frpin    t^hiladelphia,     near    a  J  large    meet'^ 
ing;     the    meeting-hotife    beiiig"  built    on 
lonafi  of  thai  ff aA  of-  land.     The  reafbn  or 
iriy  being  fo  particular  in  this  account,  is  tp 
fliew  the  Lord's"  kindriefs,  and  gradious  qon- 
dercenfion  to  me,  in  fo  fully  aniweririg  what 
.1  had  fo  often  defired,   viz.  that  in  cale  t 
ever  married  'and  fettled,    I  might  be  fb 
placed  arid  circumftanced,    as  to  entertain 
the  Lord's  fervants  and  me'flengers  in  an 
agreeable  rhaniier:    on  which  account,    as 
well  as  that  he  was  pleafed  to  give  me  an 
affectionate  virtuous  wife,  I  Kad,  and  have 
great   caufe  of  humble  thankfulnefs.     We 
took  each  other  in  marriage  the  30th  of  the 
loth  month   1737,  at  a  large  and  folemn 
meeting,  held  in  the  meeting- houfe  before- 
mentioned,  under  the  precious  overiliadow- 
ing  of  the  power  of  divine  love ;  I  think  to 
1  larger  degree  than  I  had  often,  if  ever, 
^nown  before:   which  was  no  fmall  confirm 
[nation  of  our  being  rightly  joined  together; 
it  being  that  alone  which  can  truly  enable 
:o  make  and  keep   covenant  rightly  with 
;ach  other. 

After  marriage,  I  conftantly  attended  our 
barticular  meeting,  both  on  firfl:  and  other 
lays  of  the  week}  alfo  the  quarterly  and 
yearly-meetings  as  they  fell  in  courfe,  and 
xequently  vifited  adjacent  meetings.  I  vi- 
ited  friends  in  the  coutky  of  Bucks  twice* 
)ut  have  no  account  by  me  of  the  exadl 

time^ 
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time.  I  fignifi^d  to  my  ^yife,  fome  time 
after  we.werp  married,  that  I  did  expecl,  in 
a  few  years,'  I  fliould  find  a  concern  to  leave 
her  for  a  longer  time  than  I  yet  had  done, 
and  gave  .her  a  hipt  what  time  I  thought  it 
would  be;  which  fell ,  out  accordingly <; 
.haying  them  a  diftatjt  yj^w  gf  yifiting  ^J?w- 
Engl.and.- 

W.henthe  time  for  undertaking  that  jour- 
ney appeared  clear  to  pie,'  I, gave  up  thereto, 
in  humble  refignation  and  faith  in  the  fuf- 
ficiency  of  that  divide  power  which  I  be- 
lieved required  it  of  me;  yet  not  without 
fome  intervals  of  discouragement,  and  rea- 
foning  in  myfelf  what  would  heconje  of 
my  family  and, outward  concerns ;  neither  did 
I  then  know  of  any  companion  to  join  with 
me  in  this  grgat  undertaking,  but  at  times 
believed  I  fh.ould  bjp  favoured  with  one,  if  t 
gave  up  thereunto. ,  lioweyer,  J  laid  my  con- 
cern before  the  monthly-me.etiijg  tp  w.hi,ch  I 
Ibelonged,  requeftjng  their  .concurrence  and 
certificate,,  jf  jjpon  ;|  weighty  roniideration 

thereof,  they  hfd  unity  with  my  concern. 
/V  certificate  wag  prepared,  whereby  I  was 
left  to  my  hberty  to  proceed;  but  I, had 
not  yet  heard  pf  a  companion,  and  greatjiy 
feared  going  without.  Dur  quarferlynme^t- 
jng  falling  .quickly  after,.  I  went  t,p  itj 
iwMlre  I  foon  made  inquiry  pf  my,  wuch 
^efteemed  friend  John  Phurchmaa,  whether 
^e  kneWi.pf  any  fuitable  companion  for  me. 
JHe  reaAy  told  me  that  Ki;s  brother-in-law, 
G  Wilp^^nj 
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William  Brown,  had  procured  a  certificate 
in  order  for  the  fame  journey,  and  did  not 
then  know  of  any  companion,  but  believed 
one  would  be  provided  for  him.  This  was 
very  acceptable  to  me.  When  William 
Brown,  and  I  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
ferring, together,  which  was  the  fame  day, 
wc  found  our  concerns  and  views  fo  exadl- 
ly  agree,  and  our  fpirits  fo  clofely  united 
for  the  fervice,  that  our  hearts  bowed  in 
thankfulnefs  to -the  Lord,  for  his  care  and 
.providence  over  us ;  believing  what  we 
were,  about  to  engage  in,  was  agreeable  to 
his  will,  and  in  his  counfel.  It  being  the 
meecinj^  for  minifters  and  elders  that  dav, 
we  laid  oui'  concern  before  that  meeting, 
where  it  appeared  to  be  well  approved, 
which  was  no  fmall  ftrength  to  us.  I  did 
then,  and  hope  ever  fhall,  greatly  love  and 
highly  value  the  unity  of  the  brethren; 
having  found  it  no  fmall  ftrength  and  en- 
couragement to  me,  in  many  low  and  try^ 
ing  times,  which  are  neceffary  and  unavoid- 
able in  that  folemn  engagement  of  vifit- 
ing  the  churches;  efpecially  now  in  their 
low  declined  ftate.  It  became  indilputably 
clear  to  my  underftanding,  that  it  is  alto- 
gether impoffible  to  adminifter,  in  a  feel- 
ing efFeftual  manner,,  to  people's  feveral 
ftates,  unlefs  we  are  baptized  thereinto. 
Well  adapted  words,  and  found  do<fi:rine, 
as  to  the  external  appearance,  may,  with- 
out much  difficulty,  be  attained^  feeing  we 

have 
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have  the  holy  foriptures,   and  many  other 
good    books,    containing  the  principles  ot 
truth,   and  the  Ghriftian  experience  oi  the 
J^ord's  people:   yet  all  this,  delivered  with 
the  tongue  of  men  or  angels-,  wil]  prove  an 
empty,  fruitlefs  found,"  without  th6  power 
and  demonftration  of  the  fpirit  of  'Chrift, 
who  enables  |iis  iiprightrhearted  minifters 
to  fearch  all  things,  yea,%tKe  hidden  myf- 
tery  of  iniquity,  as  well  as  the  deep  things 
of  God,  even  as  he  led  hi^  prophet  Ezekiel 
to  look  through  the  hole  in  the  wall,  thkt 
the  moil  fecret  abominatiph  may  be  brought 
to  light,  and  teftififed  againft. 
^    i  took  leave  of  my  dear  wifej,  and  fet  out 
widx  my  before-mentioned  companion;'  the 
5th  of  the  7th  month)  1 74^  •  Faffing  through 
New  jerfey,   we  had  a  meeting  at  Ghefter^ 
field.     We  croHbd  Staten-Ifland,  and  came 
to  an  arm  of  the  fea,  called  the  Narrows, 
which  ieparates  the  before-ilientioned  ifland 
from  Long-Ifland.    The  wind  blowing  very 
flErongi  and  the  fea  running  exceeding  high, 
we  Were  obliged  to  'wait  fbme  time ;   th^ 
ferry-men  being  afraid  to  run  the  hazard 
of  carrying  \is  (and  divers  dthers  who  were 
there  alfo  ■#aiting)  Oyer.     iTdwards  evening 
the  wind  fomewhat  abating,  they  ap»pearea 
willing  to  venture,   if  we  would;   and  we 
being  defirous  to  proceed,  agreed  to  go.     1 
think  we  had  eight  or  nine  horfes,  helides 
people,  in  the  boat.    They  fet  all  their  heads 
to  the  wind»  which  proved  of  lingular  fer- 
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vice,  in  bearing  up  the  boat  againft  it, 
Otherwife  it  did  liOt  feem  altogether  impro- 
babiej  biit  that  fhe  Would  have  been  laid 
on  llei*  fide.  We  ran  over  in  about  ten 
minutes,  which  is  accounted  ^f  leaft  two 
miles  arid  ati  half,,  We  Were  thankful  for 
preffeirvaticin ;  as  I  beli^Ve  moft,  or  all  of  us, 
when  we  were  on  the  vv^terj  appfehended 
ibmti  (ibnfiderable  danger.  We  made  but 
little  ftay  Oii  Long-Ifland,  only  taking  New- 
rowri  ijiaetirtg  in  our  way,  Theil  croffing 
the  Water,  to  the  iiiain  land  in  New- York 
govei'nrnent,  had  tneeting;3  at  Matnaroneck, 
LongTreach,  and  the  Purchafe,  Fro  in  thence,^ 
having  a  guide  provided  for  us,  we  fet  out' 
for  out-  jpurne/,  about  200  miles  through 
the  colony  of  Cohne^icut  tb  Rhode-Ifland. 
We  met  With  a  kind  rieception  and  jentertain- 
ment  for  oui:  mphey,  at  a  vel-y  low  rate, 
aniOngJl  the  high  profeffing  Prefbyt6rians  of 
this  colony:  the  cafe  was  Very  different 
formerly,  When  oui*  friends  were  baniihed 
from  thence  by  a  law.  t  remarked,  as  I 
pafTed  along,  very  good  ordet  obfervgd  in 
their  inns ;  and,  as  far  as  could  be  difcovered, 
the  people  in  general  appeared  to  be  fober, 
and  t-eligious  iii  theit  Way;  far  from  being 
fo  vitiated  and  fcprrupt  a5  t  have  found 
thofe  in  the  m.oth6r-countfy,  as  they  call 
it.  We  Were"  attacked  divers  times  by 
fome  of  them  on  religious  fubjedfe,  but, 
through  divine  favour,  were  enabled  to  an- 
fwer  them  in  ftich  a  manner,  as  that  I  hopfe" 

neither 


tteither  we,  nor  the  truth  profeffed  by  lisj 
fufFered  thereby.  I  Can  fay  with  thank- 
fulnefs,  I  never  was  at  a  lofs  iii  giving 
anfwer^  to  thofe  thiat  afkeid  a  reafdn  of  the- 
hope  that  was  in  me,  When  I,  had  my  chief 
dependance  on  the  Lord  to  be  furnifhed  im- 
mediately by  hiija  alone,  without  leaning  to 
mine  owri.  tinderftanding.  We  were  kind* 
ly  received  by  our  friends  at  Newport  on. 
Rhode-Ifland,  where  there  is  a  large  body ; 
fome  of  whom  ,  we  found  much  hurt  by 
diflferences  and  parties  about  government 
affairs;  whidh  caufed  hard  clofe  work  foi* 
us  in  their  meetings.  From  Rnbde-Ifland 
we  wetit  to  the  ifland  of  Nantucket,  where 
is  alfo  a  large  body  of  friends,  amonglt;whom 
we  had  good  {aXisfa&iQrii  We  then  returned 
to  the  main  land,  vifiting  meetings  as  follow-^ 
eth,  viz.  Sandwich,  Yarmouth,  Suckanefletj 
and  a  quarterly  meeting  at  Penabroke,  where 
we  met  our  friend  Samuel  Hopwood,  vrhd 
was  ai*rived  at  Bbfton  from  England  a 
few  days  befbre,  in  company  with  Mofes 
Aldrich,  on  a  religiDug  vifit.  From  thence 
we  went  to  Bpfton, ,  ■vv^hef e  we  had  a 
rjpLeetingj  there  being  a  finall  number  of 
friends  in  the  toWn;  but  truth  neveJ^'pi'o- 
ipered  much  there ;  it  feemed  to  ■  toe,  that 
fomething  of  the  fame  fpirit  was  yet  alive, 
and  to  be  felt,  that  f6rmerly  would "^  have 
wholly  extirpated  our  friends,  and  truth 
as  held  by  them,  from  the  face  of  the 
lear-th,  and  prevailed  to  inflivji .  cruel  fufFer-^ 

ings 
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ings  oa  many  of  the  Lord's  fervants,  four 
of  whom  they  put  to  death,  as  is  related 
at  large  in  a  book  entitled,  New-England 
Judged,  written  by  George  Bifhop,  and  in 
Sewel's  Hiftory  of  the  People  called  Quakers. 
Happening  to  walk  into  the  prlfon-yard,  I 
qbferved  a  very  ancient  building,  which  I 
judged,  by  its  appearance,  might  have  been 
the  fame  our  friends  had  formerly  fuffered 
Very  great  hardlhips  in.  Upon  which  lafked 
fbme  prefent,  if  that  was  the' prifon  their 
§)refathers  put  Our  friends  into?  A  woman 
anfweredj  Yes  j  and  added,  '  It  was  a  very 
wicked  thing  of  the  rulers  of  that  time,  for 
the  land  had  fufftfed  for  it  ever  fince ;'  or 
to  that,  import.  A  friend  of  Bofton  relate^ 
tp  me,  what  he  faid  he  had  from  an  ancient 
inhabitant  of  that  town,  who  had  feen  thai 
wicked  a6l  of  putting  to  death  tlxp  fotuy 
friends  as  above  hinted,  viz.  that  he  could 
yrell  remembef  fine  wheat  growing-  about 
apd  near  Bofton;  that  he  never  knew  nor 
l^eard  of  any  wheat  blafted,  or  peafe  eaten 
by  •  bugsj  until  they  put  the  Quakers  to 
4eath ;  and  that  they  never  could  raife  ei- 
ther wheat  or  peafe  near  that  town  fince, 
perhaps,  not  within  1 5  oFao  miles  i  though 
I  fuppofe  the  inhabitants  were  fb  often 
difappointed  formerly,  that  they  have  nbt 
attempted  to  raife  any  lately,  the  land  being 
generally  turned  to  grazing,  and  for  raifing 
Indian  com.  They  feeca  fenfible  of  the 
efttaordinary  alteration  j  but  I  fmppofe  few 

of 
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of  them  are  willing  to  attribute  it  to  that 
caufe.  I  had  fome  difGourfe  with  one  of 
the  inhabiKints,  a&  we  were  riding  toge- 
ther near  Bofton,  concerning  the  above- 
mentioned  wonderful  event.  He  pretended 
to  argue  a  natural  caufe  for  'it ;  but  I  en>' 
deavoured  to  Ihew  him,  that  (according  to 
my  apprehenfion)  thofe  very  reafons  which 
he  advanced  to  prove  a  natural  caufe  for 
the  change,  if  they  proved  any  thing,  I 
thought  it  was  dire(5lly  the  contrary  of  what 
he  intended,  viz.  h«  urged,  that  clearing 
away  the  woods  might  have  fo  changed  the . 
nature  of  the  air,  as  to  have  prodviced  a 
blafting  quality  therein.  ,But  if  thCairy, 
any  thing  refembles  the  watrV  element 
herein,  the  freer  its  courfe,  and  the  lefs  the 
obftru<ftion  it  meets  with,  the  more  it  purges 
and  purifies  itfelf,  and  is  therefore  the  left 
capable  of  producing  hurtful  confequences 
cither  to  vegetables  or  animals. 

We  pafTcd  on  from  thence,  and  had  meetings 
at  Lynn,  Salem,  Cachechy,  Dover,  Hampton, 
Haverhill,  Aiinfbury,  Newbury,  Taunton, 
Coxet-t,  and  to  Dartmouth  yearly-meeting, 
which  was  held  diere  and  at  Akuftmet  four 
days :  it  was  a  large  meeting.  After  which,  we 
had  meetings  at  Rochefter,  Freetown,  Swan- 
zey,,LeiGefter,  Smithfield,  Providences  Woods, 
at  one  Harris's,  Greenwich,  South  King#0n, 
donnanicut-lfland,  Portlinouth,  Tivertoh, 
Little  Gompton,  and  fo  tQ  Newport  again : 
diverf.  of  which  meeting&  were  large.  The 
4  Lord 
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Lord  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  furnifli  ua, 
according  to  the  occafion,  painfully  to  la^r' 
hour  amongft  the  profeiTors  of  truth  in  thofe 
parts,  many  of  whom  appeared  to  vis  igno^ 
rant,  in  a  fbrrgwful  degree,  of  the  life  and 
nature  of  true  religion.  Our  fpirits  were 
often  very  deeply  baptized  on  their  account, 
in  great  travail,  that  Chrift  might  be  formed 
in  them.  It  was  a  very  exercifing  laborious 
journey,  but  the  Lord  mercifvilly  made  all 
up  to  us,  by  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of 
his  love  and  peace  flowing  into  our  hearts. 
Glory  to  his  name  for  ever ! 

From  Newport  we  fet  our  faces  home- 
wards, taking  Wefterly  meeting  in  our  way, 
and  proceeded  through  the  colony  of  Con- 
nedlicut  to  Lpug-Ifland ;  upon  which  we 
had  meetings  at  Cowneck,  Jofeph  Lea- 
tham's,  Jericho,  Weftbviry,  Matinicock,  and 
were  at  the  quarterly-meeting  at  Flufhing. 
From  thence  we  croifed  the  water  to  Wefl-? 
chefter  on  the  main;  got  thither  fome 
time  before  the  hour  appointed  for  the 
meeting,  and  ilaid  a  while  at  an  inn  in  the 
town,  The  landlady  coming  into  our  rooin 
in  a  pleafant  manner,  faid,  '  I  fuppofe  you 
are  travelling  friends  ?'  My  anfwer  was.  We 
are  travellers,  and  we  are  friends  ;  therefore 
we  are  travelling  friends;  '  But  I  fuppoft, 
faid  fhe,  you  are  preachers;'  and  added, 
'  I  like  your  way  very  well,  as  you  come 
up  to  the  command  of  Chrifl:,  in  travel- 
ling about  as  you  do,  more  fully  than  our 
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miniflers :  but  there  is  fbmething  lack- 
ing with  you.'  What  is  that,  faid  I  ?  '  Why, 
faid  file,  you  fhould  baptize  as  well  as  preach.' 
I  then  afked  her  what  we  fhould  baptize 
withal.  She  replied,  '  With  watei*  to  be  furej 
for  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  rcian  to  baptize 
with  any  thing  elfe.'  Upon  which,  I  lliewed 
her  from  the  holy  fcriptures,  that  the 
primitive  minifters  of  Chrift  were  fo  gifted, 
as  to  be  able  to  baptize  believers  into  the 
name  or  power,  of  the  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghofl ;  i^ftancing,  in  particular,  that 
paiTage  of  Peter  at  the  houfe  of  Cornelius, 
A&.S  XI.  15,  16.  "  And  as  I  began  to  fpeak, 
"  the  Holy  Ghoft  fell  on  them,  as  on  us  at 
"  the  beginning.  Then  remembered  I  the 
*''word  of  the  Lord,  how  that  he  faid, 
"  John  indeed  baptized  with  water ;  but 
"  ye  fhall  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghofl." 
It  is  evident  from  this  account,  that  by  the 
efFedtial  preaching  of  Peter,  the  Gentiles 
were  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  and  as 
the  difpenfatioii  of  God  to  man  is  the  fame 
now  it  was  then,  and  he  has  gracioufly  pro- 
rnifed  to  be  with  his  minifters  always  to  the 
end  of  the  wOrld,  and  man,  by  nature  in  a 
fallen  degenerate  eflate,  as  much  involved 
ill  fin,  and  a  ftrangei'  to  God  as  he  was  then; 
no  good  reafons  can  be  given,  why  the  fame 
powerful  efficacious  means  are  not  as 
necefTary  for  his  I'ecovery,  by  a  reconcilia- 
tion with  his  maker,  as  they  w'ere  at  that 
time.      The  woman  was  very  attentive  to 

H  what 


52  .      The    JOURNAL    oi 

what  was  faid  on  the  occafion,  and  feenied 
pretty  much  affedled,  being  quite  filenced 
as  to  that  fubjedl.  We  invited  her  to  our 
meeting;  flie  told  us,  it  was  what  Ihe  in- 
tended, and  aifo  to  prevail  with  her  huf- 
band  to  go  too,  if  Ihe  could,  but  doubted 
being  fuccefsful  therein.  However,  ihe  and 
her  hufband  were  both  at  the  meeting,  and 
the  Lord  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  us 
a  precious  opportunity  together,  wherein  I 
am  perfuaded  fhe  was  made  in  fome  degree 
fenfible  of  that  baptizing  power,  which, 
in  a  comfortable  degree,  accompanied  the 
miniflry  that  day.  She  was  tendered,  and, 
at  parting,  with  tears  defired  us  to  remem- 
ber her  and  pray  for  her. 

After  this  rneeting  we  proceeded  home- 
wards, taking  three  meetings  in  the  Jerfeys  as 
they  fell  in  our  way,  viz.  Elizabeth-Town, 
Woodbridge,  and  Stonybrook.  I  got  home 
the  yth  of  the  loth  month,  and  found  my 
dear  wife  and  family  well,  which  was 
caufe  of  mutual  thankfulnefs ;  having  per- 
formed near  as  much  in  abovit  three  months, 
as  was  ufually  done  in  about  four.  It  is 
very  neceffary  to  avoid  both  extremes  in 
travelling  on  truth's  account;  neither  to  be 
over-hafty,  nor  too  dilatory :  yet  I  have  al- 
ways fouiT^d  great  fatisfadlion  and  peace,  in 
being  as  diligent  and  expeditious  therein, 
as  fits  eafy  qn  the  mind,  and  the  conflitu- 
tion  of  body  will  bear ;  that  all  may  have 
caufe  to  be  fully  convinced,  we  travel  not 
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fdr  outward  pleafure,  but  from  a  neceflity 
laid  upon  us ;  which  will  certainly  add  con- 
fiderable  weight  to  oUr  fervice,  and  greatly 
tend,  in  the  eyes  of  mankind,  to  maintain 
the  credit  of  that  truly  difii^erefted  gofpel- 
miniftry,  the  Lord  hath  been  pleafed  to 
raife  up  amongft  its  as  a"  people.         . 

Having  ftaid  at  home  fbme  tinis,  to 
malce  neceflary  provifion  for  an  increafing 
farnily,  I  found  a  concern  upon  my  mind; to 
vifit  friends  a  fecbnd  time  oh  Long-Ifland 
and  the  main  land'  in  New- York  govern*- 
ment,'  and  fet  out  in  order  thereunto,  the 
27th  of  the  8th  month,  1743;  being  ac- 
companied by  my  weU  gefteemed  sfriend, 
John  Sykes.  The  firft  meeting  we  atteridM 
on  the  ifland,  was  a  yearly-meeting,  which 
was  held  on  a  firft' day  at  Matinicocl.  It 
was  a  large  precious  meeting;  many  not  of 
our  fociety  being  there,  the  Lord  was  plea- 
fed  to  open  the  dodlriile  of  his  kingdom 
largely,  and  his  glorious  truth  was  over  all ; 
to  whom  alone'  be  the  praife  for  evert 
Notice  was  given  at  this  meeting,  of  our 
intenditig  to  be  on  the  next  firft-day  at 
Weftbury,  hot  far  from  this  place;  arid 
that  week  we  haid  i!neetillgs  .at  Brook- 
haven,  Iflip,  Bethphage,  Rockaway,  Henry 
Willis's,  and  To  to  the  before-mentioned 
ineeting  on  firft-day.  Friends  ckme  to  it 
from  divers  '^parts  of  the  ifland,  and  alfo 
many  people  of  other'  focieties,  fo  that  it 
■was  a  very'  large  meeting.    Their  expedla- 
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tion  was  greatly  Q\\t  afte?,  words,  which  .the 
mafter  of  pur  alfemblies  did  npt  fee  rnee^t-  to 
gratify?;  for  we  were  altnoft  wholly  ftivit  up 
"as  tp  miniflry;  which  I  hope  proved  a  pro- 
fitable ieffpn  pf  iaftrufflipR  tP  many.  Aftef 
this  meeting  %e  croire4  the  watpr,  and  j^^d 
meetings  at  Weftchefler,  IVf  amarp^jepk,  LPR^- 
r<iach,  ^md  Ryewpods ;_  wp  then  returiied 
to  th*e  ifland,  and  had  meptingsi  ^t  Flvilhingj, 
pyflerrbay,  Cowngck,  Flvjfhing  ^gaior  axi4. 
Newtown.  flaying  f|ri,illie4  our  '  fervice 
thereaway,  we  tra^veljed  homewards,  taKing 
iiieetings'  ag  we  palled  along  in  Eaft-Jerfey, 
at  Rahway^  Plainfield,  aiad  Woodbridge ; 
and  ip  Weft-Jerfey  at  .Upp?x  SlprVngfield, 
apd  attended  the  quarterly-meeting  at  Crof- 
wicks ;  after  which  I  returned,  hprn^j  and 
have^to  fay  with  t^anHfulAcfsj  th^t .  the 
Lord  was.  to.  me  i^  this.^iftJi.  jpurney, 
ftrength  in  weaknefs  and  riches  in  ,the 
time  of  poverty;  an<i  was  ple^fed  tp  con-r 
jdudl  me  fafe  tp  ,my  dejir  wife  ^nd  fami:ly 
in  peace*  , 

About  the  letter  end  of  the  year  1744,  I 
found  my  mind  drawn  to  vi^t  friepds' meet- 
ings in  ^|]^e  weftern  part  of  pur  county; 
and  had  meetings  at  T^s^H  and  "Weft  NotT!' 
gingham,  Deer-Creejk,  New-Oar^en,  Lon* 
^on-Grove,  Qql^elh^u,  !^enn?t,  and  ^Jjon- 
Cprd.  The  Lofd  fnabied  u^e,  either  to.  dp 
pr  fuffer,  in  this  Uttle  jpurney,  as  the  fame 
lipgeafijcl;  to  he  wy  4vity.  At  Q<?feefljan  I 
Yi'^Si-  ^uit;e  fhut  tjp.  g-a  tP  woTdg,,,  yet  ha4 
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peace,  believing  it  was  my  bufinefs  that  day, 
as  it  hath  been  many  times  fince,  in  order 
(as  I  apprehend)  to  lead  others  itito  filence 
by  example;  as  being  the  moft  profitable 
ftate  they  or  I  can  poffibly  arrive  at  in 
mutp-bility,  in  order  to  attain  a  right  v»n- 
derdanding  of  all  religious  duties. 

Soon  after  my  return  home,  I  went  into 
Weft-Jerfey,  to  vifit  the  following  meet- 
ings as  I  found  rny  mind  drawn  thereunto, 
viz.  Haddonfield,  Chefter,  Evefham,  Mount- 
Holly,  AncQcas,  Qld-Spriligfield,  Tren- 
ton, and.  Burlington  qyarterly-roeeting, 
in  which  I  had  good  fatisfa<3tion.  I  think 
it  was  about  this  time,  I  v^ent  in  company 
with  my  well-beloved  fpend  Michael  Light- 
foot,  to  the  yearly-meetings  at  Cecil,  and. 
Treadhaven  in  Maryland,  wherein  we 
were  greatly  favoured.  He  returned  home* 
wards  from  Maryland,  bvtt  I  vv^ent  to  fome 
meetings  in  the  lower  counties  of  Kent:  and 
Newcaftle,  had  a  meeting  at  Duck- Creek, 
and  went  to  the  yearly-meeting  at  Little- 
Creek,  which  was  a  very  precious  njeeting, 
div;ne  goodnefs  greatly  overfhadowing  the 
fam?,  to  the  tendering  inany  hearths..  From 
thence  I  went,  to  George's-Creek,  and  Newr 
caftle,  and  returned  home. 

I  have  no  acconnt  by  me,  of '^ny  other 
journey  in  the  fervice  of  truth,  until  the 
ad  rnonth  1746,  that  I  went  in  eompan^p 
"with  our  vrorthy  fytend.  bfifore-mentioned, 
t6  the  y^arly-^^gii^etieg  at  Salem,  in  Weft- 
Jllfey ;    an4  vilite4  Cohanfcy,    and  Pilef- 
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grove  meeting.  In  the  3d  month  the  fame 
year,  I  went  to  Chefterfield  quarterly- 
meetVig  in  the  Jerfeys,  and  had  meetings 
at  Stony-Bro<ik,  Burlington,  and  Haddon- 
field.  ' 

In  the  5th  month  the  fame  year,  I  vi- 
iited  the  county  of  Bucks,  and  had  meet- 
ings at  Middletown,  Briftol,  the  Falls, 
Wrights-Town,  Buckingham,  and  Plum- 
fled;  taking  North-Wales  meeting  in  my 
return  home.  The  Lord  was  my  fure 
help  and  fuiEciency  in  all  thefe  joumies, 
affording  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of 
fweet  peace  in  my  return:  to  whom  the 
praife  (if  any  ferviei^  was  done)  is,  and  I 
hcfpe  ever  will  be,  freely  offered  up ;  for  he 
alone  is  worthy  thereof' for  ever! 

'Soon  "after  my  return  home,  great  ahd 
ihexprefiible  affli^lions  were  permitted  to 
befal  me,  and  my  greatly  afHi(fled  family, 
moft  of  whom  were  feized  with  the  bloody- 
Hux ;  of  which  diftemper  I  buried  a  daughter 
between  four  and  five  years  old,  and  was 
taken  very  ill  myfelf  of  the  fame  difordeir : 
iai  which  time,  my  dear  wife  was  deliver- 
ed'of  a  child,  and  for  a  week  or  ten  days, 
after  appeared  hopeful  to  do  well  arid 
recover;  but  being,  in  that  condition,  taken 
with  the  before-mentioned  diflemper,  was 
in  a  fliort  time  removed  from  me  by 
death,  leaving  me  three  fmall  children, 
the  youngefl  about  two  weeks 'and  three 
days  old,    I  found  the  Lord  near  to  fup- 
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port  my  diftreffed  drooping  fpirit  ijnder 
this  ■  great  atflicflion.  I  well  remember,, 
when  my  dear  wife  lay  with  great  fymp- 
toms  of  death  upon  her  (having  alfo  fome- 
times,  as  I  thought,  intervals  of  hopeful 
fymptoms)  my  mixid  was  in  a  very-  great 
and  painful  ilu6luation  between  hope  and 
fear.  It  feemed  to  me  then  impoffible  to 
give  her  up  for  death,  and  to  be  wholly 
feparated  from  fb  valuable  a  companion ; 
but  the  Lord,  who  formerly  rebuked  the 
winds  and. allayed  the  ragings  of  the  fea, 
was  pleafed,  as  in  an  inftant,  to  briijg  an 
holy  calmnefs  over  my  mind,  in  which 
there  was  an  intire  relignation  to'his  divine 
will ;  fo  that  I  could  fay,  with  Job  of  old, 
*•  The  Lord  giveth,  and  the  Lord  taketh 
**'  away,  bleiled  be  his  name."  I  did  ^ot, 
from  that  time,  look  upon  her  as  any  more 
mine,  but  gave  her  up  into  his  handij  who 
had  kindly  beftovy^ed  her  upon  me.  ,1  write 
this  by  way  of  encouragement  to  others, 
jhat  they  may  live  .  in  the  fear  of  God, 
and  give  up  in  fteady  obedience  to  his  re- 
quirings ;  and  then,  I  am  well  affured,  they 
may  lean  uppn  him.  in  all  their  afflidlions, 
and  they  will  £nd  to  their  comfort,  that 
thofe  things  which  appear  impoffible  with- 
man,  are  poflible  with  God ;  who  will  make 
hard  things  eafjr  ajld  bitter  things  fweet  to. 
his  humble  followers.  She  departed  this 
life  the, 22d  of-the  yth  month,  1746;  yrj& 
having  lived  together  liear  nine  years. 
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1  have  this  ihoft  teftimony  to  give  con- 
cerning my  dear  deceafed  wife;  that  ftie 
made  it  her  early  care  to  lead  a  fober  and 
virtuous  life ;  and  I  know  a  godly  concern 
Feraained  upon  her  mind,  to  keep  a  con- 
fcience  void  of  oiieiace,  both  towards  God 
and  man}  heiag  engaged  (according  to  abi^ 
tity  recei-vicd)  f@^  the  promotion  of  the 
bleffed  truth,  and  gladJy  entertained  the 
Lord's  faithful  labourers;  efleeming^  it  a 
bleffjng  to  be  favoured  with  their  com'pany. 
And  when  I  found  a  concern  to  travel 
abroad  ^n  the  fervice  of  truth,  fhe  freely 
gave  me  up  thereunto;  having,  with  great 
fatisfa«3iori,  to  acknowledge  the  Lbfd^s 
goodnefs,  in  favouring  her  with  true  peace 
and  contentment  in  my  abfeftce ;  and  alfo, 
in  a  flcady  tru'fl:  and  dependance  on  his. 
providence,  for  our  fupport  every  way  ill  a 
foithful  d^fch'afge  of  duty. 

She  was  favoured  with  great  calmnefs 
and  refignation  to  the  divine  will,  in  her 
laft  illnefs,  either  to  live  or  die;  lignify^ 
ing,  that  Ihe  did  not  find  ahy  thing  ;^" 
fhe  way ;  atid  that,  if  it  pleafed  the  Lord' 
to  remove  her  out  of  tMs  world,  fhe  hoped 
it  would  be  a  glorious  change  to  her,  and' 
that  fhe  fhouM  go  to  her  little  innocent 
babes  who  were  gone  before  her;  ofteia 
confefEng'.  the  Lord's  gbpdbefs  in  giviriip 
Iter  fd  much  eafe  both  of  body  and  mind'; 
She  was  very  loving  to  thofe  whio  viiited' 
her  in  her  iliaefs,  ^nd  feid,  fhe  had  no- 
thing 


thing  but  love  ahd  goodwill  to  all.  She 
t66k  her  leave  of.  Our  children  in  a  very 
tender  and  afFedlionate  manner,  eotrimitting 
them  to  divine  providence,  aitd  expreffing 
her  b^elief,  that  his  vs^atchtful  care  would- 
be  over  them  when  fhe  was  gone;  The 
apprentice  and  fervant  bOys  were  called  for^ 
at  her  requeft ;  fhe  took  them  by  tiie  hand, 
and  in  a  loving  tender  mannef ,  gave  them, 
good  advice ;  an  heavenly  fweetnefs  accom- 
ip'anying  her  words,  whidh  much  affedled 
thofe  prefent.  She  difcovered  great  near- 
nefs  of  afFedlion  to  me,  to.  alihoft  the  very 
iaft,  and  fi>  departed  this  life  in  fweet  peace, 
of  which  I  was  favoured,  after  her  remova:! 
from  me,  with  a  pertain  evidence  to  my 
urifpeakaJt>le  fatisfa6tion ;  whereby  I  plainly 
faw  miy  great  lofs  was  her  everlafting  gain, 
and  was  enabled  to  bow  in  humble  ac- 
quiefcenceto  the  divine  will,  who  knowg  ^ 
what  is  bell,  and  orders  all  things  in  per- 
feft  wifdoip.  \:'} 

Being  apprehenfive  that  I  (hould  he  con-' 
eerned  to  travel  pretty  much  abroad  in  fhe 
fervice  of  truth,  for  fbme  years ;  I  thought 
it  my  duty,  as  foon  as  I  conveniently  could, 
to  place  iny  cl}ildren  where  they  might  be 
trained  up  in  the  way  of  truth,  and  to  go 
myfelf  out  of  bufinefs.  This  view  or  ap- 
prehenfion  of,  things,  had  been  gradually 
coming  upon  my  mind  for  a  confiderabfe 
time;  but  nbw  the  weight  thereof  much 
increafed  j  the  time  alfo  of  entering  there- 
''      '  '  "  '        iipon, 
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upon,  appearing  pretty  clear  to  my  mind: 
having  found  it  my  incumbent  duty,  not 
only  to  wait  for  a  full  confirmation  of  a 
right  call  to  travel  abroad  in  the  work  of 
the  miniftry,  but  alfo  to  know  the  accept- 
able time  for  engaging  therein;  all  which 
will  be  fully  difcovered  by  fuch,  as  with 
a  fingle  eye  to  God's  glory,  defire,  above 
^11  things,  to  be  found  faithful.  i 

^f  The  firft  journey  I  entered  upon,  was 
a  fecond  vifit  to  friends  in  New-England. 
I  fet  out  in  order  thereunto,  the  23d  of  the 
3d  month,  1747,  and  was  at  two  meetings 
in  Burlington  next  day.  From  thence  I 
•went  to.  a  quarterly-meeting  at  Cheftef- 
fteldj  after  which  I  got  to  Flufliing  on 
iong-Ifland  the  27th.  Next  day  I  at- 
tended their  week-day  meeting.  The  year- 
ly-meeting for  that  province  then  came 
on,  which  held  four  days.  It  was  large, 
and  the  divine  prefence  appeared  therein  to 
our  mutvial  comfort  and  ftrength. 

The  2d  of 'the  4th  month,  being  four 
in  number,  we  fet  out  for  Rhode-Ifland ; 
paffing  through  the  colony  of  Conneiflicut, 
we  met  with  civil  courteous  ufage,  as  be-, 
fore,  when  I  travelled  throvigh  that  country. 
I  felt  great  love  in  my  heart  towards  them, 
in  which  I  had  a  ftrong  perfuafion,  if  not 
fomething  of  a  forefight,  that  truth,  in  the 
Lord's  time,  will  break  forth  and  fpr^ad 
in  that  colony.  For  though  I  believe  fuper- 
flition  and  bigotry   are  very  predominant 
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amoiagft  them;  yet  they  ajJpeared  to  me 
in  general,  a  cleaner  people  in  their  mo- 
rals, than  in  many  other  plices  where  I 
Have  travelled.  i^At  New-Haven  in  that 
colony,  they  have  a  college'  in  order -to 
train  up  their  minifters,  &c.  I  fbund  an 
inclination  to  go  amongft  the  collegians, 
■who  gathered  abotit  nie,  carrying  thena- 
f^lves  civil  and  refpedfkl.  I  had  ttiuch 
difcourfe  and  reafonirig  visrith  thettt  con- 
cerning our  principles:  they  appearing  de-* 
firous  of  information,  I  anfwei^ed  their 
queftions  in  a  concife  manner;  referring 
them  to  Robert  Barclay's  apology  (which  I 
fuppofed  they  had  in  their  library)  for  a 
further  explanation  *  thereof*  I  could  not 
'  help  remarking,  With  pleafure,  the  becom- 
iiig  order  they  obfervcd  in  theif  qiiSftions 
and  anfwers:  one  at  once,  without  the  leaft 
flout,  jeer,  or  ^ny  thing  like  mockery.  I 
found  work  alfo  amongft  them,  to  remove 
the  prejudice  fome  had  imbibed  agaiftft  us 
as  a  people,  on  account  of  the  wicked  and 
frantick  behaviour  and  condudl  of,  one 
Rogers  and  his,  followers;  who,  I  think, 
dwelt  about  New-London  in  that  pro- 
vince, calling  therafelves  Quakers;  atad 
as  there  were  none  of  the  right  fort,  that 
people  inight  fee  the  difference,  they  were 
ready  to  conclude,  that  stll  the  people  cal- 
led Quakers  were  fuch,  to  the  great  r^ 
proach  df  our  fociety.  I  declared  to  them, 
that  their  a^tibns  were  as  much  abhorfM 
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by  us,  as  they  eould  be  by  any  people  what---' 
ever ;  that  Rogers  and  his  company  of  ran"- 
iters  were  no  more  of  our  fociety  "than  they 
were  pf  theirs ;  that  it  would  be  very  hard 
and  unjuft,  if  we,  as  a  people,  fhould  be  de- 
famed,   by  means  <of   a  crew,    whom  we 
had  nothing  f^-rther  to  dp  with,    than  to; 
let  thfe  world  know;  our  abhorrence  of  tljeir 
pradlices,  and  thacithey  took  our  n^me  upon? 
them-,  in  all  probability,  as  a  cloak  to  covet 
their   wickednefs.       Thefe  young   ftudentsi'- 
readily  admitted  what  I  faid  to  be  very  juft 
and  reafpnable.     I  believe  this  opportunity, 
tended   to   the   reputation   of   our  fociety  j> 
a:nd  am  fure  it  was   tp  my    ppmfort   and 
fatisfadlipn ;    feeling  the  love  of  God  flow 
in  mine  heart  toward?  thofe  young  men, 
fome  of  whoin  I  did  not  think  far  from: 
the  kingdom.     I  called  again  tp  fee  them 
in  my  return,    and  gave  them  fome  bopfet^ 
viz.  two  letters  written  by  Samuel  Crifp, 
giving  reafpns  why  he  joined  with  the  peo- 
ple  callgd   Quakers}    ^   Treatife    pn   Bap-- 
tifm,    by  William  Dell;    and  I  think  fome 
other?,  '  Ijut  dp  not   now   particularly   re- 
member; which  they  received  ypry  Icindly, 
ftill  carfyihg  themfelves  refpedful  to   me. 
Now.  I  am  pu  thefe  remarks,  I  canupt  welt 
pmit  taking  notice  of  the  gre^t  difference- 
c^fef ved  by  me  fince  in  the  nation  of  Eng- 
ird,   at  the  twc|  great  uuiyerfities,  in  the 
|)ehaviqur  of  the  ftudents,  whom  they  pre- 
|eud   to   b^   training  up   for  gofpel-mi^ir, 
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fters,  and  for  fome  other  employments  to 
get  a  living  by.  Ob!  what  floutings,  jeer- 
ings,  mockings,  and  deriding  of  that  which 
is  ferious  and  hjiinb  le  like  true  religioi). ! 
as  though  to  work  out  our  falyation  with 
fear  and  trembling,  were  not  now  the  way 
to  the  kingdom;  -of  God;  bvit  that  a  fuf- 
ficient  alTurance,  tp  feoff  at  anfi  ridicule 
what  in  the  primitive  church  and  by  the 
people  of  God  in  kll  ages,  was  accounted 
religious,  were  now  the  diftinguifhing  mark 
of  true  Chriftians,  and  minifters^  of  the 
gofpel.  How  h^v€  they  frequently  brokeri 
m  upon  pu:r  peaceable  quiet  meetings,  like 
the  raging  foaming  waves  of  a  troubled  fea, 
gafting  up  mire  and ,  dirt !,  Such  a  con- 
dudl  giv^s  fober  difcemipg  people,  caufe 
to  .look  ijpan  ||bpm  as  a  neft  of  unclean 
birds;  whoj an|lead  of  promoting  true  re- 
ligt|in,  may  be  inflrumental  tp  fubvert  it. 
I  have  -often  wondered,  feeiijg  the  cpndudt 
of  many  of  thefe  pretended  gofpel-miniflers 
i^s  obvioufly  fo  very  bad,  not  only  whilft 
they  are  learning  the  trade  of  preaching, 
but  alfo  in  their  fpllowing  the  fame  for 
a  livelihood;  how  it  comes  to  pafs  t*hat  thq 
people  bear  them.  Qne  reafon  th^t  appears^ 
is,  the  laws  of  the  land  are  much  in  their 
favour  J  but  the  principal  reafon  is,  that 
people,  in  alraoft  a  general  way,  are  ftr^n-s 
gers  to  the  life  and  power  of  true  religion  j 
being  fatisfied  with  a^^  profeflipn  th^eofj 
ftiii|  having  itq^ng  eaxs,    heap  to  thern^ 
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felveS  teachers;  erroneoufly  fuppofing  the 
principal  part  of  religion  to  confift  in  per- 
forming what  they  call  religious  duties ; 
as '  hearing  fermons,  prayers,  and  finging 
|»falms,  &c.  fome  of  the  hearers  being  fo* 
dark  as  to  fay,  fuch  a  one  is  a  good  teacher, 
though,  perhaps,  a  drunkard,  a  fwearer,  or 
gviilty  of  other  evils.  It  is  plain,  that  the 
ftrength  and  fecdrity  of  fuch  miniflers,  is 
in  the  darknefs  and  ignorance  of  people's 
nninds.  We  do  not  read  in  the  Revela- 
tions, of  the  locufts  coming  upon  the  earth, 
until  the  fmoke  arofe  out  of  the  bottomlefs 
pit  and  darkened  the  fun  and  air;  and 
whenever  the  children  of  men  fhall,  in  a 
general  Way,  turn  to  the  light  of  the  Sun 
of  Righteoufnefs  in  their  own  hearts, 
tnyftery  Babylon,  the  mother  of  harlots, 
muft  fall,  and  thefe  her  merchants  will 
be  wholly  rejedled.  All  their  abominable 
draft  will  be  fully  difcovered.  Great  will 
be  their  torment,  fear,  and  diftreft  in  that 
day !  The  Lord  Almighty  haftcn  the  time 
for  his  own  name's  fake,  when  all  craft 
violence,  and  fhedding  of  human  blood  may 
be  at  an  end;  and  righteoufnefs  cover  the 
earth,  as  water  covers  the  feat! 

Some  of  the  inhabitants  of  New- Haven 
Signified  their  defire  that  we  Ihould  appoint 
a  meeting  there,  but  we  did  not  find  fuf- 
ficient  ftrength  and  courage  to  anfwer  their 
reqtteft;  fo  proceeded  on  our  journey,  and 
got  to  Newport,  on  Rhode-Ifland,  the  8  th 

of 


:         JOHN    GRIFFITH.         65 

of  tlie  7th  mpntlx.  Here  we  were  kindly 
received  by  friends,  and  attended  their 
yearly-meeting,  which.  Begun  at  Portia 
mouth,  where  it  held  only  one  day,  being 
a  meeting  for  worfhipj  after  which,  the 
meetings  for  worfjiip  aijid  biifinefs  were 
held  four  day's  .at  Newport :  they  were  very 
large  ajid  divinely  favbui-ed,  fo  that  tho^ 
who  depended.  00  the  Lord  .alone  for  wif- 
dom  and  ftrength,  were  enabled  to  come, 
up  in  the  difgharge  pf  thpir  refpe<5liye  duties, 
'^tp  their  peac^  and  comfprt.  When  this 
great  meeting  was  over,  I  had  meetings  af 
Tiverton,  Little  Gompton,  Accoakefet^  and 
Aponyganfet,  pjj  firft-day,  and  was  at  their 
monthly-meeting  pn  fecojid-day.  NfjSC 
morning,  about  ei|ht  p'clpck,  jt  went  oiji 
bpard  a  ve^pl  Jjpimd  to  the  ifland  of  Nan- 
tucket, Johja  Hanes  i^^after,  where  we  ar^ 
rived  aboyjc  Qne;,Q'Gjock.ne?t.it>orning.  I 
ijaid'uppn  thi?  iflaM,^b.o\jt  fix,  clays,  arid 
was  at  their  yearly  apd  „i»pn|:hly-m?eting5  j 
having  good  fatipfat^ippL ',  thereiji.  I  rg-r 
turned  in  the  fame,  veflel,  and  landed  or 
the  cpntinent  i'a  about,  fix  hoi;rs;  .had  a 
meeting  at  Fahft.oui;Jti,  and  went  tp  their 
monthly-meeting  at  Sandwich,  aijd  ^tend- 
ed the  quarterlyT meeting  .which  was  feel4 
there.,  fjere  I  mgt  with  div.ers  frignd^  from 
our  part^  wliQ  were  on  the  fervice  of  truth.  - 
"VVe  had  v$ry  clpfe  fearching  laborious  ferr 
Vice  amoRigft  them,  as  things,  were  very  Ipw 
and  rauqh  out  of  order;   in  part  owing  .t<l 
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the  iiegledl  of  ibme  nieiidbers  whofe  minds 
had  been  too  much  taken  up  with  earthly- 
things  to  wiatch  over  the  flOck,  as  thofe 
who  muft  give  an  account.  We  endeavour- 
ed to  lay  the  weight  of  things  more  clofely 
Upon  the  adlivfe  niembers,  and  left  them  to 
the  Lord's  dealing's;  knowing,  "  that  al- 
*'  though  Paul  may  plant,  and  Apollos  may 
*' W^ter,  it  is  he  alone  that  can  give'  the 
*'  increafe." 

I  went  from  thence  to  Penibroke,  where 
I  had  a  meeting ;  and  through  Bofton  to 
Lynn,  where  I  had  a  meeting  alfo ;  thence  to 
8alem  monthly-meeting,  ahd  returned  ta 
Bodon,  arid  had  two  meetings'  there,  being 
firft-day.  From  tliencel' went  diredlly  to 
Rhode-^Ifland, .  and'  had  meetings  at  Portf^ 
mouthji  and  Newport,  to'  good  fatisfadlion: 
th6  Lord'giving  'power  and  dominion,  by 
the  blelTed  efEcaicyof  his  pure  word'  of 
life,  over  all  of  a  contrary  nature  to  itfelf^ 
whereby  I  Was  eiiabled  to  clear  my  mirid^ 
to  my  great  eafe  and  comfort.  I  then  re- 
turned homewards  with  miich"'fatisfa<5tibh 
and  peace  o€  mind ;'  taking  meetings  in  my 
way  at  Connanicut-Ifland,  aud  South 
Kingfton;  Gy  proceeded  on  my  journey 
through  Gonnedlicut,  and  lodged  at  New- 
Haven.  I  fpettt  part  of  a  day  in  conver- 
fation,  and  reafbning  with  foirie  well  diT- 
pbfed  people,  to  fatisfaftion.  I  alfo  vifited 
the  ftudents  as  before  hirited;  after  which  j 
i  proceeded  or}  my  journey  to  Long-Reach^ 
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where  I  had  a  meeting,  and  went  to  the  year- 
ly-meeting at  Weft-Chefter.  Ffom  thence 
I  travelled  homewards,  having,  as  hereto- 
fore, caufe  to  be  humbly  thankful  to  the 
fountain  of  all  goodnefs,  who  was  near  to 
help  ais  the  eye  was  fingle  to  him,  in  all 
proving  times,  whether  in  heights  or  depths  j 
and  as  he  was  waited  upon,  gave  wifdom 
and  utterance,  I  defire  he  alone  may  for 
ever  have  the  praife  and  glory,  if  any  good 
is  done ;  as  there  is  no  good  but  what 
proceeds  from  him.  I  had  not  been  long 
returned  from  the  before-mentioned  jour- 
ney, when  I  laid  before  the  mpnthly- 
ineetifig  I  belonged  to,  a  concern  which 
had  been  upon  my  mind  fome  years,  to 
irifit  the  churches  in  divers  parts  of  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland ;  deliring  their  con- 
currence and  certificate,  if,  vipon  weighty 
delibei^ation,  they  found  unity  with  my 
propofal;  intimating  the  time  for  entering 
upon  that  folertm  undertaking  had  appeared 
to  me  for  fome  time  to  be  drav^ing  near, 
and  that  I  fhould  look  out  for  a  paifagi 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  A  certifi- 
cate was  prepared,  fetting  forth  their  unity 
with  niiy  fervice  in  the  miniftry^  and  with 
my  intended  jouriiey ;  .deliring  my  la- 
bours therein  might  tend  to  the  edifica- 
tion of  the  churches  where  my  lot  fhould 
be  caft,  and  for  my  return  to  them  again 
in  peace;  alfb  expreihag  that  I  had  fet- 
tled my  outward  affairs  to  the  fatisfadlioti 
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of  that  meeting :  for  I  had  acquainted 
friends  how  I  had  fettled  them,  as  I  thought 
it  concerned  them  to  be  fatisfied  in  that, 
as  well  as  other  things ;  it  being  my  ear- 
neft  defire  to  have  the  full  concurrence 
of  my  brethren  in  fo  great  an  under- 
taking. 

I  took  fome  little  turns  in  vifiting  adja- 
cent meetings ;  and  before  the  yearly-meet- 
ing came  on,  I  went  to  North-Wales  meet- 
ing, and  about  twenty  miles  further  up 
the  country  to  Richland,  in  order  to  take 
my  leave  of  fome  friends  and  relations,  as 
well  as  to  vifit  that  meeting.  In  my  re- 
turn homewards  I  was  taken  very  ill  of 
what  is  there  called  the  yellow  fever  j  be- 
caufe  the  patient  is  thereby  turned  as  yellow 
as  if  he  had  the  jaundice,  I  reached  to  the 
houfe  of  my  worthy  friend,  Thomas  FoulkCj 
who,  with  his  good  wife  and  children, 
were  as  afFedlion»ately  kind  to  me  as  if  I 
had  been  one  of  their  neareil  relations.  But 
this  malignant  fever  greatly  increafed  upon 
me.  My  filler  was  lent  for,  and  feveral 
dodlors  were  employed.  Thofe  who  faw 
me  concluded  all  was  over,  and  that  I  muft 
depart  out  of  this  life.  I  took  little  no- 
tice of  any  thing;  yet  I  think  I  was  for  the 
moft  part  fenfible,  and  could  perceive  I 
was  given  up  for  death,  by  thofe  who  had 
the  care  of  me.  Once  they  thought  I  was 
near  drawing  my  lad  breath ;  they  therefore 
drew  a  pillow   from  under  my  head,   and 
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unbuttoned  the  neckband  of  ray  ihirt,  out 
of  kindnefs,  to  make  the  laft  liruggle  be- 
tween life  and  death  the  eafier.  For  mj 
part,  I  could  not  fee  how  it  would  go  with 
me;  but  had  not  much,  if  any  apprehen- 
lion  of  being  taken  away  by  death  at  that 
time.  This  fore  illnefs  happening  in  the 
yearly-meeting  time,  which  was  held  that 
year  at  Philadelphia,  I  requefted  the  cer- 
tificate I  had  obtained  of  the  monthly- 
meeting,  for  my  intended  journey  into  Eng^ 
land,  8cc.  might  be  laid  before  the  yearly- 
meeting  of  minifters  and  elders '  (as  is  ufual 
in  fuch  cafes)  for  the  concurrence  of  friends; 
and  if  they  found  freedom  and  unity  there- 
with, to  fignify  the  fame  to  the  brethren 
in  England,  by  an  indorfement  thereon. 
It  was  laid  before  the  faid  meeting  by  nxy 
good  friend  Michael  Lightfoot,  and  the 
meetings  frse  concurrence  obtained ;  it  was 
figned  by  a  very  great  number  of  friends. 
This  was  done  when  many  thought  there 
would  be  no  occafion  for  a  certificate,  as 
they  fully  expe6led  it  was  near  over  with 
me,  as  to  this  world.  But  I  was  not  cafy  to 
mifs  fo  good  an  opportunity  of  having  a 
concern  of  fo  great  importance  folidly  weigh- 
ed by  fuch  a  fubftantial  body  of  friends; 
as  I  was  not  likely  to  have  fuch  another 
opportunity,  if  the  Lord  fhould  be  pleafed 
to  raife  me  up  again.  This  fore  illnefs 
brought  me  very  low  indeed,  fo  that  when 
the  ferer  abated,  and  I  was  fit  to  be  helped- 
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ovit  of  bed,  I  could  not  ftand  alone ;  yet  I 
recovered  to  admiration ;  being  able,  in 
about  a  week,  to  ride  home  in  a  charfe, 
about  twenty-fix  miles ;  which  I  bore  very 
well.  On  my  return  home,  my  friends  and 
neighbours  came  to  fee  me,  greatly  rejoice^ 
ing  at  my  recovery,  which  they  did  not 
expedl  from  what  fome  had  feen  and 
others  had  heard,  for  feverarof  them  vifited 
me  in  niy  illnefs.  This  was  a  time  of  deep 
probation  to  me  both  inwardly  and  out- 
wardly; being  tried,  as  I  fbmetimes  have 
been  when  great  weaknefs  of  body  hath 
been  upon  me,  with  fore  and  diftreffing 
poverty  of  fpirit;  not  having  diftincl  fatis^ 
f^dlion  and  clearnefs  in  my  own  mind 
how  it  was  with  ine  as  to  my  inward  con- 
dition, judging  an  evidence  of  peace  and 
Comfort  frorct  the  holy  fpirit  would  be  a 
wonderful  fupport  at  fuch  times  of  bodily 
afflidlion ;  and  have  foxmd  it  fo,  when  it 
hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  favour  me  there^ 
•T^ith.  But  he  knpws  what  is  bed  and  moft 
fui,table  for  us;  a^d  therefore  I  fi^d  by  ex- 
perience, it  is  the  fafefl  way  to  refign  our 
wills  to  his  holy  will;  as  we  mud,  for  the 
moft:  part,  whilft  in  this  militant  date, 
walk  by  faith,  and^ not  by  fight.  I  am  fully 
perfuaded  fuch  trying  difpenfations  of  di- 
vine providence  to  us,  are  greatly  profitable 
for  our  growth  in  the  way  that  is  well 
^leafing  to  him;  and  if  patiently  borne, 
will,    in  his  time,   be  a  means  to  work  for 
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us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight 
of.  glory. 

Sbon  after  my  health  was  reftored,  an 
ancient  friend  whofe  name  was  Peter 
Davis,  from  New-England,  came  to  Phi" 
ladelphia  in  order  to  take  a  pafTage  for 
England,  and  our  friend  Thomas  Gawthrop 
having  performed  a  religious  viiit  to  friendp 
on  the  continent  of  America,  intending  to 
embark  Ihortly  for  the  fame,  with  Ifaac 
Greenleaf  a  friend  on  trade,  I  joined 
them ;  all  agreein-g  to  take  our  paffage  in 
a  new  fhip  bound  for  London. 

One  thing  I  would  jull  remark,  that' 
ibme  friends,  and,  as  I  underftpod,  fome 
others  alfo,  taking  notice  how  providentially 
publick  friends  had  been  preferved  during 
the  war  wf^ich  was  then  with  France  and 
Spain,  ih  that  none  of  them  had  been 
taken  ^y  the  enemy,  did  prefume  thereon ; 
and  wpvtljd:  fay  There  is  no  need  to  infure 
goods  in  that  fliip,  as  fo  '  many  publick 
friends  a,re  going  in  her,  Ihe  will  doubt- 
lefs  go  fafe.  I  much  difliked  this  (as  I 
thought)  unjuftifiable  confidence,  feeing  the 
judgments  of  the  Loi-d  are  a  great  deep, 
being  unfearchable,  and  his  ways  paft  our 
finding  out.  It  becomes  vis  in  all  our 
undertakings,  to  commit  ourfelves  and  all 
we  have  into  his  hands,  in  humble  re- 
fignation  to  do  ar  fuffer  whatever  his  wif- 
dom  may  point  out  or  permit  to  fall 
iipon   usj    fo?   the  trial  of   our  faith  and 
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patience;  as  his  mercy,  power,  and  goodnefs 
are  as  confpicuous  in  preferving,  defending, 
and  carrying  us  through  great  and  uncom- 
mon probations  to  his  glory,  conlequently 
to  our  own  advantage ,  in  the  end,  as  in 
wholly  exempting  us  from  them.  Evch 
Job  had  no  caufe  to  complain  of  his  vin- 
parallellsd  afflidlions,  when  they  were  over 
and  he  faw  how  greatly  he  had  profited 
thereby.  A  friend  faid  to  me  before  we 
embarked,  he  did  not  pretend  to  determines, 
whether  we  fliould  be  taken  or  riot;  but 
however  that  might  happen,  he  did  be-^ 
lieve  fbnie  friends  in  our  flatibn  would  be, 
taken ;  not  only  to  check  that  unwarrantable^ 
confidence  in  fome,  both  friends  and  others^ 
but  he'  alfo  apprehended,  a  fervice  might 
arife  from  fuch  being  caft  amongft  thofc 
dark  people,  though  againft  their  will.  I 
<<iid  not  pretend  any  uffurance  in  my  own 
mind,  of  prefervation  out  of  the  enemies 
hands;  but  was  made  willijfg  to  commit 
my  foul,  body,  and  all  that  I  had  unto  the 
Lord,  as  into  the  haads  of  a  faithful  Creator, 
not  doubting  the  fufficiency  t>f  his  power , 
for  prefervation  in  every  condition  of  life. 

On  the  30th  of  the  9th  month  1747,  the 
before-mentioned  friends,  who  were  to  be 
my  companions  upon  the  mighty  oceto, 
fet  out  'from  Philadelphia  in  order  to  em-" 
hatk  at  Chefter,  in  company  with  many 
friends,  and  called  for  me  at  my  houfc 
in  Derby,   being  the  dire<5l  road.    Myfelf, 
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and  ,a.  cpnfiderablc  number  pf  friends  and 
neighbours  joined  them,  and  proceeded  to 
Gheftcr  that  night;  where,  at  the  houfe  of 
our  ancient  friend  Grace  Lloyd,  we  had  a 
folemn  meeting.  Next  day,  being  the  ift 
of  the  loth  month,  about  two  o'clock,  in 
the  afternoon,  wc  ,took  leave  of  friends 
in  ^  great  love  and  tendernefs,  and  went  on 
board  the  fhip,  which  fell  down  the  river 
that  evening  a  little  lower  than  Newcaftle. 
Next  day  in  the  evening,  we  came  to  an 
ancbof  near  Reedy-Ifland,  where  we  were 
detained  by  a:  great  ftorm  of  wind  and  rain 
until  the  5th  in  the  morning,  when  we 
fet  fail  with  a  fair  wind,  taking  our  depar- 
ture from  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware'  about 
fix  the  fame  evening:  The  wind  continued 
fair  for  the  moft  part,  though  very  ftrong^ 
and  a  following  fea  running  exceeding  high 
until  the  i8th;  when,  according  to.  their 
calculation,  we  had  ruii  about  two-thirds 
of  our  paflage ;  feldom  having  more  than  a 
forefail  fet,  and  that  fometimes  reefed,  and 
at  other  times  double  reefed.  As  we  had 
fuch  a  high  following  fea,  it  was  thought 
the  Ihip  was  a-head  pf  their  reckoning. 
From  the  i8th  tp  the  23d  the  wind  con- 
tinued pretty  fair,  but  more  moderate  than 
before.  Then  it  turned  about  to  the  ^eafl- 
ward  and  blew  exceeding  hard,  with  a  very 
high  fea,  until  the  29th,  in  .which  time  we 
lay  tp,  and  drove  about  witherfoever  the 
wind  and  waves  could  carry  us.     We  could 
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get  ,VQrj  little. or  not^iM  forward,  but  were 
exceedingly,  tofled.  >This  was  indeed  a  very- 
trying;  time;  the  motion:  of  the  waves  was 
io  violent,  that  though  flie  Was  a  flroiJg  ae# 
fhip,  ihe  was  beat  upon  "with'  fa  much  force 
as  to  make  her  crack;  from  end  to  en{|,i.n  a 
fhocking  manner,  as  if  flie  would  f  have 
been  brojcen  to  pieces.  I  tlien  thought;-thofe 
in  my  lituation  had  good  reafou  to  know 
well  what  they  were  about,  and  what  they 
expofe/d;:  themfelves  to  fucE  dangers  for  5 
tha£  they  had  great  need  to  have  tl^,mighty 
Ruler  of  the  fea  and,  land  for  their  friend. 
Fdr  if  he ,  had  been  pleafed  to  witl^draw 
his  prote(3:ion,  there  was  only  about,  a  two- 
inch  plank  betw^eft  us  and  eternity,  ..-Yfhi^ 
was  to  me '  very  awful  at  that'  time  t^  think 
of;  for  I  was  not  without  my  toffings,  and 
,<*®mbats  of  mind,  at  times,  during  thefe.out- 
Ward  probations.  .The  29th  proved  a  fine 
day,  fo  that  they  had  a  good  obfervation, 
and  judged  we  were  then  about  an  hvmdred 
and  fifty  leagues  from  the  Land's-Eijd  [^ 
England.  Next  day,  being  the  30th  Qf;t^ 
loth  month^. Thomas  Gawthrop  having  had 
a  very  reftlefs  painful  riight,  by  trov\bl.efp^r^ 
.dreams,  8ijc.  had  fome  expedlation  of -ov^ 
being  taken  (as  he  afterwards  intimateci)  ^e 
ftepped'  upon  deck  about  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  immediately  efpied  a  fail  upon 
our  windward  quai:t^r,  giving  us  .ch^f. 
He  quickly  railed ,,  the  carelefs-  capta;n, 
who;  pyght  ,to,  h^iye  t).een-  lookinir  out  before 

that 


that  timej  and  to  ':hat?e  .>v(*a(EcShed  mca^  nar- 
rowly than  ia©  did,  Oott'fiderin'g  the  Jtriaift  re- 
poifed  m.  hitn. . '  TJae  captain,  when  he  per- 
ceived we  were  chafed,  appeared  oatuCh  coin- 
cerned,  giving  rfae  (ihip  nap  for  tJCfcen  in  his 
mind  aJreajdy.-  We  urged  hiiii  to  pti;t#ut 
all  the  fail  he  c<*uld  croud,  and  to  extft 
his  utm®i;  endeavouf  to'  efcape,  offering  to 
aflift  all  ki  our  power,  as  we  oftea .  had 
done  before,  ibei»g  very  poorly  ^nsarancd ; 
ail  -part  owing  to  -the  faiHors  imwillingnefs 
to  go  itiGo  Slips  bound  Jto  London,  Idffithey 
flaould  be-  preffed  on  boao'd  men  of  war* 
"It  happened  to  fee  a  moderate  wi-ad,  -fo  that 
we  <j®uid  have  borne  all  the  fa^il  be'Ionging 
to  the  ihip;  feut  through  negileifl  before, 
nei^ier  •top.ga'llant-fkj'fe  nor  lleering- fails 
were  ki  a  condition  to  be  fetj  neither 
wtafQlld  the  icaptain  be  prevailed  upon  ^o 
have  a  reef/ taken  out'Of  t?he  mainfail,  Th6 
:veiel  was  very  <badily  fteered,  ais  the  French 
remarked  W^bfeU' they  had  taken  us.  The 
captain  V&rdened  her  t©  fee 'Clo^fe  h,&tii1»ed  to 
the  windi,  vaialy  hoping,  as  -he  intiiuat-ed, 
we  ihoa?M  get  to  the  windward  o-f  them, 
Jxeingi  deeply  ladca.  -But  this  was*'very4H 
judged,  if  >really  the -eSes^  of  judgnient,  a« 
the  way  *filf  Jthfe  itisp  was  thereby  much 
hikidered  t-o  what  k  w6uM  have  been  if 
t&e-  had  ^oile  la%6j  talking  the  ftrength  df 
the  wind.  Notwithftanding  this,  we  'held 
the  fTiffa>ceht  in  t0iaffe  about  riine  hours. 
Ske  'came  xtf  "Wkh  -^  about  five  o'clojck  iti 
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the  evening,  and  fired  a  gun  under  Frepdi 
colour^;  upon  which  our  peipple  lowered 
their  colours  and  tqpfail,  by  way  of  fiib? 
imtting  to  them.  They  hoifted  out  a  fmaU 
boat  to  fea,  the  fea  running  high,  in  which 
cajpe  the  fecond  captain  and  a  lieutenant 
with  fcven  of  eight  failors,  to  take  pofleffion 
of  a  very  yaluable  prize.  She  was  a  fnow 
private?!:  belonging  to  Bayonne,  carrying, 
ten  caj-riage  guns,  and  about  one  hundred 
inen,  commanded  by  one  Peter  Garalo»k. 
As  the  boat  was  rowing  towards  us,  the 
people  therein .  made  fuch  a  dark,  mean,, 
^nd  contemptible  appearance,  that  our  poor 
iailors  cried  out  in  a  very  mournful  affedl- 
ing  nianner.  We  ihall  all  be  ufed  very  bad 
^nd  cruelly,  like  dogs,  for  they  are  a  piti- 
ful crew,  and  no  officer  amongft  them :  but 
in  this  they  were  miftaken.  For  my  part, 
the  Lord  being  exceeding  gracious  to  my 
foul,  by  the  ,ble{red  fupport  and  folacing 
comfort  of  his  holy  fpirit,  all  that  day  J 
was  quite  calm  and  eafy;  all  feay  of  the 
enemy,  or  whatever  I  might  have  to  pafs 
through  in  fuch  a  time  of  trial^  wag  wholj^ 
taken  away  for  theprefent;  my  mind  being 
filled  with  humble  refignation  to  the  divine 
will ;  yet  was  willing,  as  I  though|:  it  a 
point  of  prndence,  to  ufe  endeavours  for 
efcapi^g  put  of  their  hand  if  it  were  prad*?' 

n4Mi&,/J,      '!/  ,»ij/,,  ..,      .,  ,    .    .'■*.- 

.  ,T!he  before-mentitmed  fecond  captai^  of 
_the.  pijixgteer,  whofstJ^ame  was  Andrew  De 
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St.  Andrew,  boarded  us  with  a  naked  cutlafe 
in  his  hand,  eight  or  nine  men  following 
him.  He  fpoke  to  us  in  good  Englifh 
very  chearfully,  faying  to  this  effedl,  '  Your 
fervant  gentlemen ;  it  is  the  fortune  of  the 
war,  although  it  is  ours  to  day,  it  may*be 
yours  to-morrow;'  and  promifed  good  ufage. 
He  then  ordered  the  captain,  mate,  and 
failors,  except  two,  and  we  who  were  cabin 
paflengers,  being  ten  in  number,  to  go  on 
board  the  privateer;  upon  which  the  boat 
was  loaded  and  went  off.  He  took  notice 
that  we  were  of  the  people  called  Quakers ; 
by  which  he  gave  us  to  underfland  that  he 
was  not  altogether  a  ftranger  to  us  as  a  peo- 
ple. The  chief  re^fon  of  fending  away 
thofe  on  board  a  prize  being  for  their  own 
fecurity,  left  there  might  be  danger  of 
cheil-  fifing  and  recovering  the  fhip  again, 
we  conceived  fome  hopes,  from  the  known 
peaceable  principles  we  profefs,  to  be  fo 
far  indulged  as  to  have  remained  on  board 
th6  prize;  and  therefore  did  not  incline 
to  go  with  the  firft  boat- full;  making 
ufe  of  that  fpace  of  time  in  an  earneft 
folicitation  to  remain  there,  having  much 
better  accommodation  than  we  could  reafon- 
ably  expe<5l  on  board  the  privateer;  but 
all 'the  arguments  we  could  advance  feemed. 
ineiFediuai,  When  the  boat  returned,  he 
ftill  urged  the  orders  he  had  from  the  head 
captain  to  fend  us  all  on  board:  upon 
which  I  fteppcd  over  the  fide  of  the  velTel, 

taking 


taking  hdl'd  of  ^fee  haiid-TOiif'/  wkfca  d^=gn^ 
to  go  'vdio  tiie  boat:  y&'n  therev  it  ap^ 
|)'eaire4  to  me  exceedingly  ']^zardduff,  the 
fea  rtinning  very  high.  I  turiiie^d  abt^t  and 
looked  this  Fjrenth  captatin  fitll  in  the  f^ee, 
aiM  e^prefled  ttiyfelf  in  as  naaving  terms'  as 
1  was  capable  ofj  concerning  the  daagfic  he 
was  about  expofing  us  to  nnneceflarily ; 
which,  through  divine  favourj  took  fiich 
impreffion  upon  him,  that  he.  took  me -by 
the  haind  and  drew  me  into  th&fhip  agailn, 
faying,  You  fliall  ftay  here  to.  night  ho^ 
ever,  He  had  before  demanded  th£  keys  of 
our  chefls,  iipder  pretence  it  was  t^  prevent 
theii"  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  commoij 
ipen,  ^hereby  they  mtight  'plunder  ow 
chiefs i  ,'|)ut  the  true  fealbniWasj  that  he 
a<nd-  the  c^er  offices  rnight  dq  itf  themfelves 
firft.}  which  they  did  Afte^  we  were  gong 
to-be<|  that  nighti,  refurning  Our  keys  next 
morning,  with  large  promifes'91"  pi«at6t|l^|ia 
a^ji-^9P4:  ttfagej  ,which^  .eyery  thitBigrttfon'T 
^4^red, .  they  in- a  good  degree  fial|illed,. 
We  could  not  h^Jp  loijki^g  Uffxi:^  it"  as  ^  a 
^ind  prfjvidfticei.  which  made  wa|y  fpj^  ouif 
Ifep^ainiiig  o;rt  board  the  p3?i?e;<  having. there 
the  4ree  Vtfe  of  gijr  private  ftores^  and  being 
beqter;  waited  upom  than,  b^efor?  we  wer^ 
tsblmV'i  haying  twc^  cabin  boyft  ior  ^hat  |)ur- 
jpofe,  iGskptain  i^drSw,  t€)  give  him'bi« 
^u^  carried  hiJ^ftE-refpe^lfnlfy  to  us  }■  fre- 
qjj^ptjy  filEng  our  ^teS  plentifully,  though 
JlllpAgl^t,  itt  J?itties,;hftvg^  lefe  iefb'fpr/him- 


QH,, other •  pypwifflOwas  oiji  of  ,(^iji?,jd^efi^i^ -he 
■wouji^jsfe/iaksjpif  th?m  i]fi  a  fuibmiifiv^  man- 
ner, as  iC  h^j||,jL<i  no  ja^jhi&ritjr  to  detitia-ocb 
TElh^  kind*  (Catriage  of   hig   gaJaeS  "rnnch 
upau  us,  to»  flace  ibmje.^oftfidenceia  hiro, 
^hio^i  •  W  iJthe  ?  eSid  M.  »&^fe  W&i  qC   to,;  has 
own  advantage,., by  Qr.altiiy.' ge$tbg  .firom  ' 
■as-  toi  tihse  -iJWQjftnt:  of  abo^ui:;  £  zop  RmUtgi 
ihiC ;  p*pHc;\ij,l!ai5§    of;  -which    wpuJd    be  too 
tedio4ia  to  _  rqlate.    -  After  ;  the  French   Jaad 
go£  pQilJfe0ip,n  of;  Qvw  J&ip,.  tihely.  put  her  m 
a  Ijfiie  tfinjt  for  falling^:  io  that  k, was  plain 
flsjt',couli4  oi*tfail  the  privateer, .that  took 
her  by  mwh, ,  -.Ganitiaio  Aadfew.  iaforsotfd 
ns^   we  yere,    when  tjiey  ^kjiis,    abgijj: 
(eighty  le^ift^ft  fcc»w  GsLpe-fiWr  in  Trelaiidi, 
and    about    one  hundred  and  twentyr&ve 
l^gyk^^^prntkehmA'srE^nA  o€  Englansi 
■The  tkeMt  day  easae  on:  hoard  the  ch«f 
captain,  to  exanaiae  the  cargo,  &e.  He  naade 
this  AndceWi  captain  of  the  prize,  of  which 
we  wexe  glad,    as  he  could  ipeafc  E^gEfla 
wdh'  and;  from  what  we  eould  conceivjc.of 
him,.* there  was  Ceafon  to  expe<3:  favourabte 
w&ge  wnder  his'  care  j  which  was  a|fo,  pjjor 
Boifedi  ua i||!  the  head, captain.    They  £bun4 
kiie  cargo  fo  .valuable  that  it  wascopehsdcd 
tlse»  pffivafeer  flioiuld  keep,  tus  company!,   in 
prd^ir'  t»  qojxroy  us.fafe  to  ibmxe:  port  of 
Jraace  or  jSpaia-  Now  having  newmaftcns^ 
weihad-^a  bsw  icaurfe  to   fteer;    hut  the 
piad  ieft  ai^iinflt  us,  blowing  very  hard  3n4 
;'  .  ftormyj 
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ftormy.  We  lay  to  often,  and  were" ex- 
ceedingly tofled  for  the  moll  part,  for  about 
two  weeks,  and  did  not  in  that'  time  think 
ourfelves  any  nearer  Bayonne  than  when  we 
were  taken.  They  wanted  more  jifey, 
therefore  efpied  and  chafed  feveral  vefTels, 
who  had  the  good  fuccefs  to  get  away  from 
them.  We  were  once  chafed  ourfelves,  •  by 
a  fine  large  fhip;  they  took  her  to=  be  an 
Ertglifh  man  of  war,  and  appeared-  to  be 
greatly  alarmed;  but  when  fhe  came  up, 
they  found  her  to  be  a  privateer  belonging 
to  the  town  Called.  St.  Maloes,  carrying 
twenty  carriage  gnns  and  about  three  hun- 
dred men.  We  left  the  pfrivateer  that  took' 
us,  a  great  way  during  this  chace,  our  fhip' 
being  fixed  upon  at  a  great  diflance,  fojc  the 
befl  booty. 

It  was  the  22d  of  the  nth  month  before 
we  faw  any  land,  and  when  We  did,  they 
proved  much  miflaken,  thinking  themfelves 
fixty  or  feventy  leagues  nearer  Bayonne  than 
they,  upon  better  information,  found.  We 
had  pleafant  failing  near  the  land  on  the 
Spanifh  Coaft  which  borders  on  the  Bay  of 
Bifcay;  it  being  high  land,  afFoi'ded  con- 
fiderable  delight  to  us,  as  we  had  been  lortg 
confined  to  the  fight  of  water  only.  The 
24th  in  the  dufk  of  the  evening,  we  had 
near  entered  the  port  called  St.  Sebaflian, 
when  the  wind  chopped  in  right  a-head 
and  drove  us  out  to  fea  again.  The  pri* 
vateer  got  into  a  place  called  Port-PafTage; 

about 
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about  a  leagH©  froHi  thence,  next  morniing 
early..  Bnit  we*  Wijigtfdrcdd- farther  off  by 
CQijtEary  winds,  had  'great  difficulty  tb  get 
in-  .that'day,  being  foi*  many  heurs,  towed 
by  fifteen  -boats,  ia  which  were  oAe  hundred 
and  ^ty  men  labouring  at  their  oars:    They 

•appeared  very  .anxious  to  get: our  veffel.into 
fome.portj  as  they  feared  foiiie  Eaglifli  fliip 
cruixii|g,iin  the  Bay,  .inight  call  th^m  to  an  ' 
account.  .We  poor  captives  went  oii  fhore 
the  a6thi  in  the  morning,  being  glad  and 
thankful  to  have  the  opportunity, of  fetting 
our  feet  again  on  firm  land,  although  in  an 
enemiy's  country;  for,  fetting  afide  the 
great  afflidlion  of  being  taken  by  an'  enemy.i 
it,  had  been  an  exceeding  rough  boifterouS 
tTymg<p9-&,^i'  of  about  eight  weeks.  It 
was  very  mild  ^ring-like  weather  there, 
though-  about;  the  middle  of  winter.  We 
diverted '  ourfelves  with  walking  about ,  in 
the  day,  1  and  lodged  aboard  at  nighitit 
whilft  we  ftaid  in  that  fmall  place,  which 
was  till- the  29th,  ;whfn  horfes  were  pro- 
vided for  us  to  trivcl  by. land,  about  thirty 

.  mjle^jijctOiiBayonnej  the  dodlor  of  tlie  pri- 
vateer being  .all. the  guard  and  guide  we 
had.  Thci^  was  a  vefy  plentiful  dinner 
-provided  for  us  at  a  fea-port  town ,  in 
Frajnce.ealled  Stw  Jean-d&-Lnz.  I  wa&  not 
at  aU;jpkafediwith-the  forward  wanton  car- 
.riage -ef  the: women;  fAh  as  I  hid  never 
feen  befbrj||:   I  r^pro-VedtKein,    but  fome, 

-by-way   of    escm^  ^f^4.>    tha  principal 
.' .  thing 
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thmg  tJdey  intended  thereby,  tvas  to  chee^ 
■up  our  fpirits  in  our  ca|)tivated  ftate ;  yet 
I  could  hardly  believe  their  defign  was  fo 
lanooent. 

We  had  been  told  by  Captain  Andrew^ 
that  on  our  arrival  at  Bayonne,  we  that 
were  cabin-paUengers  fliould  immediately 
have  a  parole  of  honour  granted  us;  but 
we  did  not  find  it  fo.  Being  brought  be- 
fore the  xjommiflary,  he  ordered  us  to  be 
taken  into  the  calMe ;  yet  we  had  the  liber- 
ty there  to  hire  rooms,  with  beds  in  them 
(iuch  as  they  were,)  and  to  have  provafions 
for  our  money ;  of  which  we  foon  found, 
we  had  need  to  be  w^ll  ftored,  as  they 
had  a  notable  knack  of 'getting  it  from  us ; 
for  we  could  not  buy  any  thing  ourfelves, 
but  all  muft  come  through  the  hands  of 
fuch  as  knew  how  to  make  a  property  of 
VLB.  I  never  knew  any  people  fo  thorough- 
ly farnilhed  with  artful  ways  to  get  money, 
as  the  French.  Their-  tongues  were  very 
much  at  command,  and  they  could  ufe 
them  with  great  wit  and  addrefs  in  order 
to  gain  our  good  opinion  of  them,  but 
I  never  perceived  they  meant  any  thing 
elfe  in  the  main  thereby,  but  advantage  to 
themfelves;  and  therefore,  faw  it  necei&ry 
to  be  as  much  as  I  could  on  my  guard.  We 
were  very  tn«ch  impofed  upon  on  account 
of  provifions,  ar^«  our  money  went  very  faft. 
Not  being  quite  without  fear,  if  they 
fhould  difcover  we  had  fufficient,  fome  other 

■way 
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■«raf  miglit    ber  fduMf  :;otitr   to   -get    it 
froni.'tf&,'   we    made  imquiary    wMtbec;  any 
couM»be::fottnd;  willing- to  i\ij>ply  m  with 
money,    and  take  our  draught  upon.Lon- 
dcm,'  aHowing  them  a  pfemiutn,    We  foon 
foimd '^hey    werd  very   willing  .  ta'do   it, 
me*e!y  upon   the   credit    of   our  "^  foieiety  j 
fviCh;  reputation,  hath  the  real  pofleffion-of 
tr\tthf^  gained  ;our  friends,    far  '  and  wide ; 
bhti^-  m  our  forrowi,  the  bare  profdlibn  of 
it,  -'in^  divers   mournful  inftances  of  late^ 
'bath  «|irt«fa,he^  quite  the  contrary  effbcft- ; 
fb  flcka«C':  there;    hath   been   reafon  '  to   fear, 
thefi^Tfiat^  credit  gained  by  our  worthy  pi'e- 
■dee&lS«'s  ibr  juftice' and  pundluality,  is   in 
danger  bf  being,  in  fome  meafure,  lofl:  to 
^.{hgl»iciety,   by  the  mifcondud:  of  fome  of 
thdb  ddfcendants.     They  rtold  us,  that  di- 
te^'  of  the  people  called  Quakers  had;been 
ailioflfgfl!  them,   but  they  were  not  like  us  5 
th'^r>fthey  looked    upon  us   to   be   precife 
'iliff '  Quakers ; .  but    thofe    who  had   been 
therfe' before,  behaved  in  a  complaifant  man- 
'^etf  n-ot   flicking  at  the  ;pun<5lilio  of  the 
?hat,  &e.  ■:  *  W«  let  them  know,  that  our  be- 
hatj'i'our  in  thofe  refpedls.  Was  no  other  than 
wh^  is  confiftent  with  our  prineipi^;  that 
welfcould    mot  anfwer  for  thofe  who  \<^ere 
'lifl)%frites,  profefTmg  one    thing  aaidprac- 
^fift^^^anbthcr.     We  :  could   difcover,    that 
Upoii.all  oecafions,  they  feemed  to  h^ve  a 
greater  deipendance  on  our  :vei'acity,  than 
ihat  of  the  reft  of  otiir  fc^pany ;  and  upon 
<'v.p  'M  the 
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the  whole,  fhewed  lis  fiill  as  lAuch,  if  nat 
more  kiadtiiels.  Our  confinement  and  ufagi 
in  the  caftle  gfew  very  difagreeabie  to  us) 
we  tlierefote  took  the  opportunity,  •wh&i, 
the  commillary  came  (which  we  underftood 
was  ufually  once  a  week)  to  lay  before  liiia 
the  treatment  we  Met  with,  and  Co  requgft 
ottr  liberty  ufjbn  ^role.  He  pretended  to 
make  Cota^  difficulty  of  it,  and  we  found 
many  then  in  the  caftle  had  been  endeavour* 
ift^  fome  time  to  procure  that  liberty  and 
could  not.  But  when  we.  difcovered  danger 
of  being  put  off,  &Sf  they  had  been,  we  preflP- 
ed  it  vTpon  him  with  more  earneftnef&i 
Hereupon  We  had  a  parole  of  honouir- 
granted'  for  upwards  of  rwenty.  Tfafe 
iplace  fixed  upon  for  our  refidence  Waji 
Dax,  an  ancient  town  about  forty  mites 
up  Bayonne  Riv^.  We  were  fent  thi- 
ther by  Water,  and  were  in  the  boat  alt 
»ight,  having  very  difagreea,ble  compan^; 
the  woit^  of  whom  were  Englifii  and 
Stotch.  Thefe  had  laid  a  fcheme  to  pre* 
vent  our  being  admitted  into  the  fame  b<:^t» 
which  vv%s  Vejfy  ungrateful  in  them,  ass  they 
knew'  we  tod  been  the  principal  inftro* 
menta  of  prbcuring  that  libertyj  efpecialiy 
for  fome  of  them.  Without  doubt,  their 
reafon  fot  th^  attfeinpt  was,  that  they  might 
enjoy  the  iB-ceiided  frolicfc,  with<mt^  sttif 
rebiike  or  interruption  firdm  us>  We  boi« 
their  filthy  ofefcetoe  di&otttfe  an^  b«:haviout 

far 
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SpiT  iome  rime ;  but,  ^t  length,  being  exfceed- 
itigly  burdened,  Thomas  Gawthrop  and 
I  were  cofi.cerned  to  reprove  them  very 
fcverely,  defiring  them  to  confidtr,  what 
the  French  people  in  the  boat  could 
thiAk  of  thofe  who  called  themfelves 
Proteftants.  Some  of  them  feeraed  at  firft 
to  retort,  but  the  weight  of  our  ipirits 
came  over  them;  we  being  on  truth's 
fide,  which  is  ftrongeft  odf  all,  they  were 
ibon  overcome  and  filenced.  'From  that 
time  we  kept  them  at  a  diftance,  not  look- 
ing upon  them  worthy  of  our  notice  in  a 
way  of  intimacy,  fo  that  when  we  came 
to  Dax,  we  feparated  from  them,  boarding 
by  owfelves.  On  our  arrival  there,  we 
were  brought  before  the  govemor  of  the 
eaflle;  and  our  manner  of  appearing  before 
our  fupefiors  being  different  firom  that  of 
others,  with  which  we  did  not  expeft  he 
was  acquainted,  and  might  probably  put  an 
unfavourable  conftru(3:ion  upon;  we'there- 
fore  defired  our  interpreter  to  inform  him., 
that  we  did  not  ftand  before  him  covered  in 
contempt,  pr  any  ways  in  difirefpeft,  it 
being  our  principle  and  pradiice  fo  to  ap- 
pear before  our  fuperiors  in  our  own  nation^ 
His  anjfwer  was  to  this  effefl,  viz.  '  I  am 
not  at  all  oflfended  with  their  appearance ; 
I  know  fomething  of  thofe  people.*  He 
gave  us  the  liberty  of  the  town  and  country 
around  J  and  "we  got  pretty  good  quarters, 

and 
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and  lived  mucH  more  to  qur  minds  thanin 
Bayonne  Caftle. 

This  town  is  now,  a  mean  place,  but 
there  are  ftill  remains  of  its  ancient  great| 
nefs.  I  fmd  by  hiftory,  it  was  once  the 
capital  of  Aquitaine,  and  was  then  Gall§d 
Aqua  Solis,  from  its  hot  waters.  At  one 
place  I  f#und  the  heat  fo  furprizingly  great, 
that,  I  could  not  bear  my  fingers  in  the 
-water  a  quarter  of  a  minute.  This  water  was 
inclofed  with  ftone  walls  of  about  twenty 
yards  fquare,,  having  brafs  oriroil  cocks  or 
fpouts,  to  convey  water  for  the  ufe  of  the 
inhabitants  ;  it  anfwering  the  pui'pofe  of 
boiling  water  for  wafhing  linen,  &g.  Therig 
arifes  a  fleam  or  fmoke  therefrom,  Jike  unto 
A  vaft  furnace  or  lime-kiln.  We  being 
there  in  Lent- time  (as  they  call  it)  were 
told  the  priefts  were  uneafy;at  our  bdng 
indulged  with  -flefli,  and  that  they  requefted 
the  governor  I'to  give  orders  for  preventiiig 
it.  We  were  informed  that  he  turned  very 
Jliort  upon  them,  and  faid,  '  I  will  give  no. 
fuch  orders.  What  have  they  to  do  With 
your  Lent  ?  Cannot'  you  be  contented  to 
keep  it  yourfelves  ?' ,  He  carried  himfelf  very 
civilly  to  us,  and  came  once  in  perfon  to 
invite  us  to.  a  bull-bating,  ofiering,  as  we 
•were  ftrangers,  to  prefer  .us  to  the  beft 
place  for  the  purpofe  of  feeing,  which  was 
f he- .balcony  in  the  froiit  of  his  houfe.  We 
acknowledged  his  ciyility,  but  at  the  fame 

fame 
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time  gave  him  to  underftand,  .we  did  not 
allow  ourfelyes  to  attend  fuch  kind  of 
diverfions.  I  vmderftood  they  bait  bulls 
^here  with  men  inftead  of  dogs ;  but  I  did 
not  fee  it.  •  ' 

iJThere  are  many  woriliip-houfes,  and  two 
nunneries  in  Dax.  Their  clergy,  of  vari- 
ous orders,  fwarm  like  locuftsj  who  fleece 
the  people  to  that  degree,  that  it  may  be 
truly  faid,  of,  much  the  greater  part,  they 
are  in  a  ftate  of  abjedl  poverty  and  vaflal- 
age ;  ftupidly  devoted  to  follow  thefe  blind 
guides ;  witherfoever  they  think  proper 
to  lead  them,  not  daring  to  judge  at  all 
for  themfelves  in  matters  of  religion.  Oh, 
happy  England!  Oh,  land'  bleffed  with 
liberty !  What  haft  thou  not  to  anfwer  for, 
if  right  uie  be  not  made  of  fo  great  a 
privilege  ? 

We  went  one  day; to  vifit  and  converfe 
with  the  nuns,  which  we  did  borough  large 
iron  grates,  by  an  interpreter.  They  beha- 
ved themfelves  very  civil,  courteous,  and- 
free  in  difcoixrfe.  One;  of  the  fifters  lay 
dead  in  an  apartment.  The  corpfe  was  laid 
in  a  coffin  dreffed  in  black,  having  twelve 
wax  .candles  ■lighted  and  fet  in  filvier  can- 
dlefticks,  fix  on  each  fide,  and  forae  at 
her  feet,  and  a  black  crofs  fixed  between 
hef  fingers  on  her  breaftj  as  if-flie  was  lookr- 
ing  at  it.  .Several  of  the  nuns  were  about 
iier,  fome  kneeling,  and  ethers  fitting  on 
'  ^he 
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the  fl(^or,  with  books  in  thfcir  hands,  pray-* 
iag  for  the  faul  dieparted,  as  /vve  conjedltiredi 
One  was  ringing  a  bell,  perhaps  it  was  wh^ 
they  call  a  holy  bell,  that  at  the  fourid 
thereof  all  the  evil  spirits  might  be  chaied 
out  of  the  foul's  way  in  its  flight  towar^g 
the  other  world.  We  went  from  this  to 
the  othej;  nunnery^  bdt  could  not  be  imme-» 
diately  admitted  to  fee  the  nuns^  as  they 
were  employed  in  finging  pfalms  or  fbme 
kind  of  religious  fongs,  which  we  coul4 
hear  at  a  confideraMe  diftance:  it  was 
thought  by  fome  of  the  company,  the 
fineft  pauficfc  they  ever  heard ;  but  I  neither 
ata,  lior  defirc  to  be,  a  judge  thereof.  We 
ftoo:S  in  an  open  entry  before  a  fine  chapel, 
but  did  not  go  into  it,  though  the  door 
was  open ;  for  indeed  I  had  no  freedom  to 
go  into  any  of  their  idols  templea,  yet  wc 
eoijld  fee  many  .upon  their  knees  praying, 
fome  before  one  image,  and  fqme  before  anq- 
ther.  As  we  waited  here,  -  not  intending 
nor  expecting  ta  give  any  ofence,  it  being 
an  open  entry  (but  I  fuppofe  i%  was  ha?*- 
lowed,  or  confecrated,  as  they  call  it^ 
though' not  difcovered  to  be  fo  by  us,)  thiere 
came  a  monk  to  us  in  a  great  paffion,  «in4 
talked  Tuery  fall  in  French,  We  faw  he  was 
angry,  but  did  noij  underftind  what  he  faidt^ 
and  therefore  aflted  the  interpreters,  h'avr 
ing,  I  think,  two  with  us  then.  They  told 
us,  he  faid  we  had  polluted  that  holy  plase, 

vi?. 


Vvz.  in  keeping  our  li^ts  «Q,  ijiafmueli  ap 
thpir  Lord  God  was  thei«ij  tWt/  if  we  :ba4 
no  more  mannei-s,  thej  hkd  a  w?ij-to  t^cfe 
us  better.  We  tliten  deji^rted,  being  deipi-i- 
\td  of  the  inteaded  -vifit  to.  the  n\ins,  bftt 
jtfeat  was  no  great  di&ppointnaent.  Ifbeir 
crofleSi  eith^  of  Woo4  or  ftone,  are  very 
immecoas,  bc^g. cTe^ed:  ia  all  the  croft 
road§,  bnd  .'kidfo;  al-  many  Ijflaces  ran  and 
about  their  td)wn«f,andjV3iliages5  on  ibme 
®f  whicl^,' images  are  faftened,  with  ,^n 
iioiitatioda  of  the  <?rdwn.af  thorns,  the  re^, 
fpear,  and  fpiirige.  i  That  the  people's  gre^ 
f)©iverty  niay  moi'e  fully  apjpeiari  I  ihali 
give  a  fliort  defcription  ©fr|&e  feces  moft 
of  them  wear,  who  Wear  any  fort:  thg^", 
axe  wholly  m.ade  of  w^ad^:  bmrig  holioifed 
iEHit  for  the  feeti,  except  a  piece  of  leather 
about  three  in>dies  broad,  acrofs  the  ihjt^ 
They  appear  very  inconvenient  to  wsylk  in,  as 
«hey  do  not  yield: at  aHr fo  the  feet.  I  atia 
{leriiiaded  there  is  not  one  in  iixty,  in  thai: 
part  of  France,  who  wear  any  other  fort  of 
ihoes.  Many  Waggon  lo^ds  of  thefe  ihoes^ 
arebrovsght  to  Dax  market  every  week. 

The  2  ift  of  the  1 2th  jhonth,  a  mellen- 
■ger  from  Bayonnie  browEt  us  the  agreeable 
netvis  of  a.  cartdfelhip  fi-om  England  being 
sEfiyed  at  Port+Eifrage.  j^.  order  came 
feoa  aftesr  for  >  our  retoatn,  and  that ,  We 
«ught  tffi -ready  tO;embads:iherein  the  2:4th. 
We  hireds  a  boat  for  that  ptirpofe,  ariii  went 

ia 
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in  her  to  Bayonite,  being  on  the  water  all 
vBigiit.  It  was-  very  cold  fnowy  weather,  and' 
I  feffered  much  thereby,  taking  a  great  cold, 
whifeh  I  did  not  get  over  Jor  many  days. 
What-  flill  added -to  our  diftrefs,  was  the 
CofmnaiflTary's  receiving  us  very  roughljr, 
and  ordering  us -into  the  <;afl;le  again.  I 
know  of*  noreaifoahe  had,f<^r  being  in  that 
ill-natured  .  difpofition ;  neither  do  I  re- 
member  he  gave  us  any.  I  was  ready  to 
imagine  it  was  only  to  furnilh,  a  prdtence 
to  get  fomething  into  his  own.  pocket  by 
our  confinement.  One  thing  made  me 
think  he  had'  a  feeling  in  the  profits 
there,  was  -  his  unwillingnefs  to  give  us 
and  others,  a  parole.  However,  when  it 
appeared  ,that  w:e  nauft  go  to  pri fori, again, 
the  captain  of  the  before-mentioned  cartel 
fliip  being  prefent,  demanded  our  liberty; 
which  I  fuppofe  the  comnaiflary  durft  not 
d^ny  him;  by  which  means  -we  had  the 
liberty  of  the  town  a  few  days,  until, 
niatters  were  fettled  for  our  travelling  to- 
wards the  fhip.  I 

One-  thing  I  am  not  willing  to  omit, 
as  it  will  be  a  foecimen  of  the  unaccount- 
able fuperflition  and  idolatry  of  thofcpeor 
pie  amongft  whom  our  l^t  was  caft.  Tho- 
nias  Gawthrop  and  T  taking  a  walk,  as  we 
often  did,  jnto,  the  fields,  came  to  a  finaS 
Building,  which  was  fomewhat  inthenaj- 
ture  of  a  conduit^  as  there  iffued  out  at  one 

end 
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end,  fpouts  of  water,  over  which  was  enclo- 
ied,  in  net-work,  an  irnage  Whofe  head 
feemed  as  if  cut  off  or  fevered  from  his  body. 
It  appeared  to  be  a  fine  fpring  of  water ; 
but  that  which  came  moft  under  our  no- 
tice was,  to  obferve  fb-many  worjQiipping 
this  water  and  beheaded  image:  I  fuppofe 
'not  lefs  than  fifteen  on  their  knees,  foihe 
much  nearer  thereunto  than  others.  We 
inquired  the  meaning  thereof;  but  non6 
underftood  Englifh,  nor  we  French  enough 
to  converfe  one  with  another  j  Co  that  we 
ftill  remained  in  the  dark,  until  by  mak- 
ing inquiry  in  the  town,  we'  received  the 
following  account,  viz.  that  it  is  St.  Leon's 
well,  who  is  the  titular  faint  of  Bayonne. 
That  this  Leon  was  the  firft  gofpel  miflio- 
nary  fcnt  tliither  in  the  pagan  times,  and 
that  he  was'  greatly  perfecuted  by  them, 
and  laft  of  all  behekded  on  a  hill  above 
that  ^lace  where  the  well  nbvv  is.  That 
when  his  liead  was  feveried  from  his  body 
it  rolled  dp\yn  the  hill  and  feli  upon  this 
place,  upon  ^hich  there  iMmedia^tely  iffuqd 
out  a  fpring  or  foiantaiii  of 'Vifater.  That 
it  is  now  the  eoniftant  pradlice  of  confef- 
fprs  to  fend  people  to  do  penance  at  St., 
Leon's  ^ell;  w^b  muflr'  fix  themfelves  on 
thgir  knees  near#por  fancier  off  according 
m  the  nature  of  their  crimes. 

When  pur  captain  had  fiilly  lettled  things 
•^ith  the ''epmmiflary*  relative   to  us,    we 

N  proceeded 
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proceeded  on  our  way  towards  the  fhip  as 
far    as    the   town  called   St.   Jean-de-Luz," 
where  we  abode  fbme  time,  taking  up  our 
quarters  at  a  large  inn.      One  day  when  at 
dinner  we  received   a  vilit  from  two  friars, 
one  of  whom  being  an  Irifhman  could  fpeak 
Englilh    well ;     the    other   had    very    little 
Englilh,       We   underftood    the    defign    of 
their    coming    was   to    ufe   endeavours   in 
their    pretended    catholick   fpirit,    for    our 
converfion,  by  bringing  us  into  the  bofom 
of  their  church,   out  of  which,    they  fay, 
there  is  no  falvation.     This  Irifh  fi'iar  foon 
began  to  afk  queftions,  which,  for  a  little 
.while,  feveral  of  us  anfwered ;  but  the  dif- 
pute  feemed  too   much   in   a   promifcuous 
and  fcattered  way,  which  was  not  quite  fatif- 
fattoryj    neither  did  it    appear   altogether 
fair  for  fo  many  to  engage  with  one ;  for 
the   other    friar   could  be  of  little  ufe   in 
argument,  as  he  had  not  the  language.     I 
therefore   finding   my    mind    pretty  much 
opened  and  warmly  engaged,  entered  into 
a  clofe  difpute  with  him,  which  my  com- 
panions obferving,    left  it  to  us.      I  foori 
found  that  his  main  fupport  in  argument 
was  the  authority  and  infallibility  of  their 
church,    but  more  efpecially  of  the  Pope ; 
I  therefore,  told  him  it  was  altogether  fruit- 
lefs  to  fupport  arguments  againft  me,  by  an 
authority  I  had  no  faith  in ;  but  feeing  he 
and    I  both  allowed  the  holy  fcriptures  to 
be  of  divine  authority,  it  would  be  much 

better 


JOHN    GRIFFITH  93 

better  for  us  to  back  our  arguments  by 
that  authority  only.  It  was  exceeding  diiE- 
cult  .to  bring  him  to  this,  as  I  beheve  he 
clearly  forefaw  I  fliould  there  be  too  many 
for  him:  which  fell  out  accordingly,  to 
that  degree  (the  Lord  being  near,  opening 
my  underftanding)  that  the  poor  man  w^s 
fo  confounded  he  knew  not  what  to  anfwer, 
nor  how  to  fupport'  an  argument  thereby ; 
his  memory  fcarce  ferving  him  to  quote 
one  fcripture  paflage  truly.  This  I  fome- 
times  helped  him  in,  repeating  the  paf- 
fages  he  aimed  at,  to  fee  what  ufe  he 
could  niake  of  them;  but  I  found  him  as 
deficient  in  applying,  as  he  was  in  remem-j 
bering  the  holy  fcriptures ;  which  induced 
me  to  think  that  even  their  clergy,  fo  cal- 
led', find  thofe  facred  writings  make  fo 
little  for  the  fuppo'rt  of  their  religiorj,  that 
they  do  not  mvich  i-egard  them.  The  dif- 
pute  continued  mofl  of  the  afternoon  ;  in 
which  I  m.uft  fay  he*  carried  himfelf  with 
good  nature  and  civility,  at  leaft  in  ap- 
pearance-. He  would  fometimes  exprefs 
his  wonder  at  my  memory;  faying,  he 
thought  I  could' repeat  all  the  fcriptures 
by  heart  from  the  beginning  of  Genefis 
to  the  end  of  the  Revelations.  But  I  knew 
who  gracioufly  helped  me;  for  I  did  not 
*go  againfl  him  in  my  own  ftr-ength,  the 
Lord  being  with  me  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  I  thought  I  fhould  not  hav^  been  afraid, 
to  have  engaged  with  an  hundred  of  their 

moft. 
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mod  crafty  priefls ;  and  therefore  I  did, 
and  do  offer  the  thankfgiving  and  praife 
to  him  alone  who  is  eternally  worthy! 
Towards  the  conclulion  he  a£ked  me  what 
I  thought  of  their  eucharift.  I  felt,  (as  I 
thought)  a  fnare  in  his  queftion,  where- 
tipon  I  afked  him  whether  he  intended 
to  enfnare  me  by  that  queftion ;  which  he 
did  not  offer  to  deny.  I  was,  however,  en- 
abled to  anfwer  him  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
that  he  could  take  no  advantage  thereof,  to 
bring  me  into  trouble.  I  often  cried  unto 
the  Lord  to  preferve  us  in  maintaining  our 
tcftimony,  agreeably  to  what  he  knew  was 
right  in  his  fight ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
1)6  exceeding  watchful  over  our  own  fpirits, 
left  they  fhould  be  too  much  heated  and 
raifed  in  a  falfe  zeal,  with  indignation  againft 
the  deteftable  idolatry  and  abominations  of 
thofe  dark  countries,  that  we  might  not 
thereby  imprudently  put  ourfelves  into  their 
power;  not  doubting^if  the  Lord  required 
any  fervice  of  us  amongft  them,  he  would 
fupport  us  therein,  for  he  hath  all  power 
in  heaven  and  earth.  The  friars  took  their 
leave  of  us  in  the  evening,  fignifying  they 
■would  vifit  us  again ;  but  they  ncvver  did, 
nor  I  hardly  believe  they  intended  it., 

From  this  place  we  went  into  that  part  of 
Spain  where  we  firft  landed,  and  ftaid  there 
and  at  Sebaftian  feveral  weeks  for  the  cartel 
ihip's  failing.  The  Spaniards  are  much 
more  difagreeable  to  live  amongft  than  the 

French. 
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French.  The  men  appeared  to  us  in  ^ 
general  way,  poor,  proud,  and  exceeding 
lazy ;  filled  with  high  conceits  of  them" 
felves,  both  in  a  civil  and  religious  fenfe. 
They  fauntered  about,  walking  with  their 
cloaks  over  their  fhpulders,  looking  upon  us 
with  contempt,  as  we  neither  could  bow 
to  their  pride  nor  to  their  religion ;  nor 
could  we  look  upon  them  in  a  favourable 
light,  when  we  obferved  what  flaves  they 
made  of  their  wives  and  of  the  women  in 
.general,  who  are  employed  in  all  or  moft 
of  the  drudgery,  even  in  rowing  their  boats. 
I  have  feen  near  the  two  laft  mentioned 
places  in  their  ferries,  and  other  bufinefs  on 
the  water,  to  fpeak  within  compafs,  more 
than  a  hundred  women  thus  employed ;  and 
fcarcely  a  man  is  feen  to  touch  an  oar, 
unlefs  he  goes  a  fifliing;  and  then  his 
wife,  or  fome  woman,  muft  bring  his  cloak 
or  fword  to  the  water-fide  againft  he  comes 
on  fliore,  and  carry  the  filh  home  on  her 
head,  while  he  walks  in  (late  to  the  town. 
This  one  of  the  friends  who  were  with  me 
alTured  me  he  faw.  I  am  far  from  envying 
our  Englifli  women  their  happinefs;  I 
think  fueh  indulgent  ufage  is  due  to  the 
tendernefs  of  their  fcx  every  where;  yet  I 
think  that  were  they  to  fee  even  what  I  have 
feen,  as  above  hinted,  they  would  be  very 
thankful  to  the  Author  pf  their  being  for 
cafting  their  lots  in  England,  or  the  En- 
glifh  dominions.     And  indeed,  confidering 

fome 
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fome  difficulties  the  fex  labours  under, 
■which  the  men  are  exempt  from,  fuch  as 
child-bearing,  nurfing,  &c.  which  render 
them  very  unfuitable  for  fuch  laborious  em- 
ployment, it  difcovers  great  cruelty  in  the 
men  to  impofe  it  upon  them. 

The  darknefs  of  popery  feems  greater 
her^  thaii  in  France;  although  it  may  be 
feen  and  felt  there  beyond  all  expreffions. 
Oh  the  pain  and  diflrefs  of  foul  I  was  almoft 
contimially  undfcr  by  the  muddy  rivers  of 
Babylon  in  thofe  lands  of  darknefs !  the 
harp  being  indieed,  as  it  were,  hung  upon 
tlie  willows.  No  fweet  melody  nor  long  of 
Zion  could  be  echoed  forth  (the  Lord  know- 
eth)  under  the  power  of  the  king  of  the 
bottbmlefs-pit,  who  rules  in  the  myftery  of 
iniquity.  Yet  fo  it  muft  remain,  until  that 
Almighty  arm  of  powdr  that  cut  Rahab 
and  wounded  the  dragon,  is  pleafed  to  arife 
and  put  on  ftrength,  that  he  may  turn  and 
overturn;  pouring  forth  the  phials  of  his 
wrath  upon  the  feat  of  the  beaft  and  falfe 
prophet,  thereby  making  the  fcarlet  whore 
-of  I3abylon  clefolate,  and  burning  her  flefh 
with  fire ;  that  the  nations  may  no  more 
be  intoxicated  with  the  abominations  of 
the  wine  of  her  fornications*.  May  the 
Lord,  for  his  bpprelfed  feed's  fake,  haften 
that  day,  fo  that  the  people  and  faints  of 
•the  Moft  High  may  obtain  the  kingdom, 

anid 
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and  the  earth  enjoy  her  fabbath,  when  fweet 
incenfe  in  every  place  on  the  Lord's  foot- 
flool  may  be  offered  np  to  him  with  gra- 
cious acceptance*. 

I  took  notice  at  Port-Paflage  that  a  per- 
fon  went  about  the  ftreet  every  e-frening 
tinkling  a  hand-bell,  as  if  he  had  fome- 
thing  to  fell,,  yet  I  could  not  fee  any  thing 
he  had,  which  made  me  afk  the  reafon  of 
it:  I  was  told,  that  it  was  to  remind  peo- 
ple of  the  fouls  in  purgatory,  that  they 
might  pray  .for  them.  ,  The  maid  of  the 
houfe  where  we  boarded  brought  a  crucifix, 
defiring  us  to  kifs  it;  which  fome  of  the 
Engliih  then  prefent  did,  to  pleafe  her ; 
but  upon  my  refufal,  and  withal  giving  her 
a  gentle  rebuke  for  offering  me  fuch  an 
affront,  fhe  alarmed  the  houfe  with  coiur 
plaints  what  a  bad  Chriflian  I  was  for 
refufing  to,  embrace  that  piece  of  brafs. 
Having  foon  after,  to  pafs  through  an  en- 
try, I  fe>un4  two  men,  I  fuppofe  lying  in 
wait  for  me.  One  of  them  came  flily  be- 
hind my  back,  laying  fafl  hold  of  both 
my  arms,  in  order  to  confine  me,  whilft 
the  other  brought  the  image  to  my  face; 
intending,  no  doubt,  to  force  me  into  that 
which  they  could  not  bring  me  voluntarily 
into.  1  foon  perceived  what  they  were 
about,  and  prefently.freediuyfelf  from  their 
(to  me)  very  odiou*  defignj  fhewing  them, 
•by  a  ftern  comitenance.  aud  fome  fliarp  ex- 

preflions, 
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prefllons,    that  I  was  much  difpleafed  with 
their  uncivil  treatment. 

I  cannot  fully  account  for  the  caufe,  but 
whilft  in  Spain,  I  felt  at  times,  or  at  leaft 
I  thought  fo,  fomething  like  fnares  laid  to 
do  us  mifchief.  However  that  was,  the 
Lord  gracioufly  preferved  us,  and  gave  abi- 
lity to  maintain  our  tcftitnony,  as  far  as  he 
was  pleafed  to  require  of  us  in  thofe  coun- 
tries;* which  was  chiefly  in  feeling  the  dif- 
trefTmg  weight  of  death  and  darknefs  that 
covers  the  holy  feed  fown  in  the  hearts  of 
mankind,  and  which  is  prelTed  down  by  their 
fuperftition,  idolatry,  and  wickednefs  "  as 
"  .a  cart  is  prefled  that  is  full  of  fheavesi" 
It  as  furely  groans  for  deliverance  as  Ifrael 
did  under  Egyptian  bojidage.  In  fympathy 
therewith  (as  I  take  it)  iriy  foul  was  moft- 
ly  in  deep  anxiety  j  being,  as  it  were, 
dumb  with  filence,  and  clofed  up  in  pain- 
ful deatli  and  darknefs;  ready  at  times  to 
iay.  Surely  I  am  in  the  fame  fpirit  with 
them.  But  the  material  difference  was  this ; 
it  was  their  element,  wherein  they  lived  plea- 
santly and  delighted  to  breathe;  whereas 
I  could  neither  live  nor  breathe  therein ;  fo 
iar  from  it  that  I  often  looked  upon  my- 
felf  in  a  manner  quite  dead.  But  let  ever- 
lafting  praife  afcend  to  the  God  of  the 
living,  world  without  end !  He  was  plea- 
fed  to  bring  me  through  this  horrible  death 
and  darknefs,  t<5  enjoy  the  glorious  day  of 
his  falvation  again,  and  to  be  one  of  thofe, 

though 
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though  unworthy,  who  have  "  the  Lamb  flaini 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world"  for  their 
light  and  leader.  Then  I  iaw  that  even 
in  that  day  of  vincdmmon  trials  both  with- 
in and  without,  my  life  was  fure  (tho\igh 
hoc  difce;rned  by  me,)  being  hid  with  Chrift 
in  God. 

It  was  fome  time  after  my  arrival  in  Eng- 
land before  the  thick  darknefs  before- 
mentioned  quite  wore  off  my  mind;  yet  I 
was  favoured,  at  times,  with  the  fhining  of 
the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs, '  as  it  were  break- 
ing through  a  thick  cloud,  to  my  unfpeak- 
able  joy  and  comfort,  and  I  believe  in 
the  woi'k  of  the  gofpel,  to  the  great  fatis'- 
fadlion  of  many  others,  to  whom  I  was, 
through  deep  fliffering,  in  fome  degree 
qualified  to  fpeak,  even  as  deep  calleth 
unto  deep. 

We  arrived  in  England,  and  came  to  an 
anchor  in  Torbay,  the  26th  of  the  ifl 
month,  1748,  after  a  paflage  of  five  days. 
The  fliip  was  bound  for  Plymouth,  but  the 
failoJrs  who  had  been  prifoners-  in  France, 
being  in  fear  of  another  confinement  by 
being  prefTed  on  board  of  the  men  of  war, 
took  the  command  of  her  from  the  captain, 
by  fomething,  in  appearaiice  at  leaft,  like 
force.  He  told  them  he  had  a  fafe  pro- 
te6lion  from  the  government,  whereby  they 
would  be  fecured  from  what  they  feared 
by  going  to  Plymouth.  But  they  did  not 
regard  that, ,  ti^fther  was  he,  as  we  thought, 

O  averfe 
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averfe  to  going  into  Toi'bay,  as  he  had  the 
failors  to  lay  it  on;  for  we  had  reafon  to 
apprehend  he  did  not  keep  us  waiting  in 
Spain  fo  long  for  nothing ;  fo  that  the  Bay- 
might  fuit  his  purpofe  better  alfo.  It  being 
the  I  ft  day  of  the  week,  in  the  evening, 
when  we  came  to  an  anchor,  Thomas  Gaw- 
throp  and  I  had  a  great  mind  to  go  on  fliore, 
that  we  might  endeavour  to  find  a  meet- 
ing of  frieads.  Next  day  fome  of  the  com- 
pany fignifying  their  intention  of  going 
about  midnight,  that  being  the  time  when 
I  fuppofe  the  tide  w:ould  ferve  beft;  wc 
therefore  requefted  they  would  call  us, 
which  they  did.  The  Ihip  lay  a  confider- 
able  diftance  from  the  town  of  Brickfham, 
■Vvhere  we  intended  to  land.  We  had  been 
in  the  boat  but  a  little  while,  when  a 
great  ftorm  of  wind  and  rain  beat  fturioufly 
againft  us,  fo  that  the  men  at  the  oars 
found  it  hard  to  keep  the  boat  vip  againft 
it.  We  encouraged  tliem  all  in  our  power 
to  work  for  their  own  lives  and  oups,  let- 
ting them  know,  if  they  would  bring  us 
fafc  to  land,  they  fhould  be  well  rewarded 
for  their  pains.  The  danger  of  being  dri- 
ven back  to  fea  was  very  apparent,  and  I 
believe  much  feared  by  all  in  the  boat. 
The  poor  men  exerted  their  utmoft  en- 
deavour, which,  through  the  good  provi^ 
dence  of  God,  proved  fuccefsful  in  bringr 
ing  us  fafe  to  land.  This  I  looked  upon 
as  a  merciful  prefervation,  having  feldom.; 
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if  ever,  in  the  courfe  of  my  life,  appre- 
hended greater  danger.  We  were  exceed- 
ingly wet  with  the  rain,  but  having  good 
fires  made  for  us,  and  other  necefTary  ac- 
commodations, did  not  fufFer  much  there- 
by. By  enquiry,  we  found  there  was  a 
meeting  of  our  friends  held  near  a  place 
called  Newton-Bufhel,  about  ten  miles  off, 
to  which  we  went,  being  truly  thankful 
for  the  great  favour  of  a  fafe  arrival  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  opportunity  of  fitting  down 
in  a  meeting  of  friends  again ;  though  we 
did  hold  meetings  amongft  ourfelves  in 
our  captivity,  on  firft-days,  when  it  ap- 
peared pradlicable.  This  meeting  Was  but 
finall,  and  the  life  of  religion  feemed  to 
me  at  a  low  ebb.  I  had  nothing  to  deliver 
unto  them  by  way  of  teftimony,  Friends 
were  very  loving  to  us.  On  fecond-day 
We  proceeded  towards  London,  as  far  as 
Exeter,  where  friends  entertained  us  kindly 
that  night.  Next  day  Thomas  Gawthrop, 
Ifaac  Greenleaf,  and  myfelf  (leaving  our 
ancient  friend  Peter  Davis  with  friends 
there)  hired  horfes  as  far  as  Honiton. 
There  I  bought  a  good  ferviceable  mare, 
that  carried  me  fafe  and  well  through  moft 
of  my  travels  this  journey  in  England  and. 
Wales.  We  took  Bridgport  in  our  way, 
and  lodged  with  our  worthy  friend  Samuel 
Bownas,  \vho,  with  his  houfe-keeper,  en- 
tertained us  with  affedlionate  kindnefs. 
Now  did   we  begin  to  enjoy  the  fweetnefs 
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of  brotherly  love  again.  The  quarterly- 
meeting  for  Dorfetfhire  was  held  next  day 
at  that  place,  to  which  we  went.  It  was 
very  fmall,  and  the  power  of  truth  which 
is  the  crcwn  of  all  our  religious  meetings,  as 
I  thought  was  very  low  therein.  We  muft 
live  in  that  power  at  other  times,  if  we  ex- 
pert its  gracious  afTiltance  in  the  weighty 
affairs  of  the  church  when  met  for  the  ma- 
nagement thereof;  for  that  which  is  born 
of  the  flefli  is  but  flefli,  and  cannot  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God,  nor  fo  much  as 
fee  it.  All  is  certainly  of  the  flefli  that 
hath  its  principal  delight  and  fatisfadlion  in 
fublunary  things.  So  that,  although  fonve 
may  maintain  the  charadler  of  God's  peo- 
ple as  to  the  outward  appearance,  yet  if 
the  love  of  earthly  things  hath  the  chief 
room  in  their  hearts,  the  love  of  the  Father 
is  not  in  them ;  and  therefore  fuch  are  not 
qvialified  to  do  God's  work.  Church-govern- 
ineut,  accordirg  to  the  difcipline  he  in  his 
wafdom  hath  eftablifhed,  requires  our  undef- 
llandings  to  be  divinely  enlightened  to  move 
rightly  therein ;  bvit  when  any  fpeak  and 
adl  in  the  fame  natural  reafon  and  under- 
flanding  whereby  they  manage  their  outward 
affairs,  which  although  capable  of  the  one, 
is  altogether  unfit  for  the  other;  for  "  the 
world  by  wifdom  knows  not  God,"  conlc- 
quently  thefe  are  not  likely  to  underftand  his 
work;  but  ia  their  pretended  endeavours  to 
promote,  they  mar  it,  and  frequently  darken 
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counfel  by  a  multitude  of  words,  without 
right  knowledge.  Inftead  of  ipaifing  life  in 
a.  meeting,  they  bring  deathj'and  darkriefs 
over  it,  to  the  great  pain  of  the  upright- 
hearted,  who  are  not  always  ready  (like  thofe 
above  hinted  at)  but  experimentally  know- 
ing their  fufficiency  for  every  good  word 
and  work  to  be  of  God,  they  dare  not 
move  until  it  pleafe  him,  by  moving  upon, 
their  hearts,  to  open  their  tmd^i'ftandings 
and  to  be  a  fpirit  of  judgment  unto  them : 
in  this  only,  thgre  is  binding  and  -loofing, 
remitting  and  retaining,  with  divine  ap- 
probation; which  is  livingly  known  afid 
fealed  upon  the  underftanding  of  the  faith- 
ful, by  the  holy  fpirit  of  promife.  Our 
way  was  quite  ilivit  up  as  to  miniflry  or 
other  publick  fervice  in  that  meeting.  After 
.which  we  purfued  our  journey  for  London^ 
But  I  found  conftant  riding  very  painful, 
not  only  becaufe  I  had  not  rode  much 
for  a  confiderable  time,  but  having,  accord- 
ing to  the  cuftom  of  America,-  been  ufed 
to  an.  eafy.  pacer.  ,  My  mare  nGw  being  a 
'trotter,  was  hard  to  bear  until  I  was  more 
aGcuftomed  thereunto,  which  then  proved 
very  agreeable.  Our  fiiend  John  Hunt  and 
his  wife  met  us  on  7th  day  at  Staines,  and 
being  in  a  coach,  prevailed  on  me,  as  I  was 
weary  with  riding,  to  go  with  them  there- 
into, and. took  iTie  to  their  houfe,  where  I 
,was  kindly  jBitertained,  not  only  that  time 
of.,  vaj  flay '  in  the  city,  'but  alfo  at  di^j^ers 
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other  times  during  tny  travtels  in  this  ni*- 
tioft.  I  contintied  about  two  weeks  in  the 
cityj  vifiting  meetings  as  they  fell  in  coUrfe, 
being  moflly  low  and  pretty  much  diftou- 
raged  in  my  mind  With  a  dfeep  fenfe  of 
mine  own  Weaknefs,  the  greatnefs  of  tht 
Work  which  was  before  me,  and  the  mourn- 
ful date  of  the  church,  as  it  appeared  to 
me,  in  London.  1  had  btit  little  opcnnefs*; 
as  to  miniftry,  yet  endeaVoured  to  wad6 
albhg  as  patiently  as  I  could;  it  appearing 
to  be  my  principal  bufinefs  then  to  fuf- 
fer  with  the  opprefled  feed,  mourning  with 
a  fenfible  remnant,  who  I  could  perceive 
had  fackcloth  underneath,  for  the  preva- 
lence of  worldly  wifdom  and  grandeur  in 
that  great  city;  the  little  low  meek  thing, 
which  by  the  power  of  God  was  exalted 
amongft  us  in  the  early  time  of  our  being 
a  people,  was  in  too  general  a  way  ovei*- 
loofced  and  difregarded ;  and  man's  will  and 
•wifdom  taking  its  place^  was  grown  very 
high,  aflumed  the  govei-nment  in  a  large 
degree,  where  the  wifdom  of  God  for-^ 
merly  bore  rule.  But  this  did  not  profper ; 
inftead  thereof,  greater  wafte  and  defolation 
prevailed.  The  breathing  panting  babes 
after  heavenly  fiibftance  were  greatly  dif- 
couraged,  being  ready  to  fay,  All  is  gone ! 
The  glory  is  departed  from  lirael!  What 
can  be  done  now  ?  But  I  faw  they  were  to 
be  raifed  in  the  Lord's  time,  as  an  army  to 
fight  his  battles  againft  the  uhcxBcumcifed 

in 
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in  heart  and  ears;  and  that  tjie  vidlory 
over  that  fpirit  was  to  be  obtained  through 
fufFerings.  Thus  I  have  given  a  fhort  hin^ 
of  the  a^i<flip^  view  I  h,ad  of  tihe  ftate  of 
our  fociety  in  the  city  of  Londol^ ;  which 
mUce  I  ihall  leave  for  the  prefent;  as  I 
IpAil,  in  the  courfe  of  this  journal,  hwvvq 
QQcafion,  divers  times,  ,  to  make  fome  far^ 
t;her  obfervaftoflis  thereon,  which  may  tend 
tp  explain  the  above. , 

I  -had  au  ancient  mother  in  Radnorfhire, 
South  Wales,  •vyhom  I  had  not  feen,  foe 
about  twenty-two  years.  X  therefore  pur* 
pofed  taking  meetings  in  my  way  thither, 
and  alfo  in  my  return  to  London  yearly- 
meeting.  \  fet  out  in  order  to,  be  at 
^Reading  quarterly-meeting  the  i6th  of 
the  ad  month,  which  I  attended  to  good 
:(3,ti5fa(3;ion.  After  this  meeting  I  took 
the  following  in  rny  way,  viz.  Henley, 
Warborough,  Witney,  Qloucefter,  and  Rofe. 
The  Lord  being  npiy  gracious  helper,  either 
to  do  or  fuffer,  in  which  I  endeavoured  to 
be  feithful,  according  to  the  difcovery  I 
]feceived  of,  the  divine  will.  The  z6th 
1  got  to  my  mother's  houfe,  having  fent  a 
melTenger  a  little  before,  left  a  fiiddenfiir- 
prife,  although  arifing  from,  much  joy, 
mighfc  prove  too  great  a  fhock  for  my  dear 
ancient  mother  to  bear  without  fome  in- 
conveniency.  I  fuppofe  our  nieeting  might 
fomewhat  refepable  that  of  Jkc'ob  and  his 
foil  Jpfeph's.     It  do^htlefs  afforded  much 

comfort 
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CorafoEt  to  ifiy  worthy  inotlie;r,flte  beinrg 
a  valuable  religious  woman:,  not  only  to 
fee  me  again,  but  alfo  that  I  was  come  upon 
a  fervice  flie  fo  greatly .  loved  and  valued. 
My  honoured  father  had  then  been  dead 
about  three  years.  I  had  a  brother  and 
fifter  then  living  with  my  miother,  .  and 
another  fifter  married,  who  lived  not  fat 
from  her.  I  ftaid  thereabouts  fomewhat 
more  than  two  weeks;  in  which  tinie*! 
had  divers  very  large,  and  fome  very  ope^ 
pirecious  meetings ;  many  of  Other  focietiei^ 
flocking  to  them,  who  feemed  much  reacli4li 
ed  by  the  teftimoriy  of  truth.  But  alas ! 
I  found  things  very  low  there,  as  to  friends^ 
which  was  caufe  of  forrow  to  my  mind. 
Wrong  things  creeping  in,  and  very  few 
if  any,  "who  had  judgment  and  couragfc 
enough  to  '  deal  plainly  with  diforderl^i 
walkers.  I  was  at  their  monthly  meet^ 
ing,  and  endeavoured  to  ftir  them  up  to  a, 
more  diligent  and  zealous  exercife  of  whole- 
fome  difcipline;  but  they  appeared  weak. 
On  -2d  day,  the  i6th  'of  the  3d  mopth, 
I  took  leave  of  my  dear  mother,  brother,  and 
fillers,  an4  fet  out  in  or4er  to  be  at  the 
yearly-meeting  in  London,  Edward  Jones 
bearing  me  company.  I  took  the  follow- 
ing meetings  in  my  wa/,  viz.  Ammelly, 
Leominfter,  a  quarterly  held  at  Broomfgrove, 
Worcefter,  Evefham,,  Shipfton ;  on  firft-day 
had  two  meetings,  at  Lonycompton  in  thjg 
moriaing  and  Chippingnoi'ton  in  the  after- 
noon: 
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jiftoiij  then^to  Sigh.  Wickham,  Chefham, 
and  Uxbridge.  1  had  divers  open  fatisfao^ 
ttorf  meetings,;-  aiid  fome  very  trying  and 
kffi(9:ing.  The  Lord  was  pleafed  to  be  my 
help-  ando  fuppotty'if f'to  tvhom  •  i be  humbte 
thanfeigivings  >for^his  graicious^  condelcen-^ 
fion  to'  theilovf  eftate  of  his  poof  ftrvaftt^*  J 
-.-•il  got  toj.L'6ndpn  on  the. 7th  da.y  of  the 
week,  andjthe  day  fpUcwingatcended  Graee- 
dhbiTch-ftreet  and  Devonftiire^Houfe  meet- 
ings 5  .but  I  .had  very  little  bpenjiefs  theref- 
ini  :'/Myt.fpirit  vras  very ->  low  k»d~  greatly 
-depreffedj  To  that  I  feemed  to  myfelf  near 
fai-^ting  under  .the  weight  of  niy  burden, 
which  was  ' very  .great, ixi  On  -ad  day  the 
yearly-meeting  began.  '-The  firft  was  a 
jneetingcof  minJJiiers  and-elders  in  the  morn- 
ing,;. ;Matty. brethren  were  met  from  divers 
parts  of  thetnation.  ^Amon^ft  whom,  I 
looked  upon  niyfelf  as.  a-' mere  child,  hav- 
ing; nauch  feai'  and  iSeaf^ning  in  my  mind 
lei^:  n  fliould.  diflionour  the  great  mailer's 
caufe,  and  difcover  my  great  weakneft  (as 
the  fame  appeared  in  rny  ■•oysrn  view)  to 
.tikiofe  pillars  iti  .the  church  and  experien- 
ced feapvasnts  in  the  L(S?rd's'  work.  But  he  in 
-great  meEcy  condefcended  to  my  very  low 
.eftate,  and  regarded  my  hiamble  breathings, 
giviHg.:maeutl^  word  of  lifd  tb  -preach. with 
jdemoottuatiffflU  .that  day,  which  much  opened 
my  way  iia:  the  ;m,inds.i0f  friends,  iiand  was 
of  confidarable  advaintage  to  me  in  my  fu- 
^refpcnce^iibii  tery  ijauch'd^pends  on  our 

P  having: 
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having  good  ^kce  in  the  hearts  of  the  faitl*- 
.^b4:  and  that  Ga«in0.t  Well  be  until  they  know 
'us,  Ghriftian  prudence  teacheth  not  to 
Jay  haadfi  fuddenly  on  any;  therefore  flich 
trtiflift  fee  ■ajid  feel  the  fpirits  one  of  anothet, 
in  fome  degree,  feefoEe  they  can  unite.  Was 
there  not  igreat  cajpe  and  caution  in  this  re- 
fpe^,  grafs  hyppcrify,  by  puttingon  the  ©ut- 
/ward  appearaiicei  might  be  encouragerf, 
-which  w©uld  be  a  very  grievous  wouadltjoi 
God's  cai|fe?  Many  friends  after,  this  meet- 
ing Ihewed  ^affectionate  regard  to  me;  but 
:jipne  more  than  that  fUbftantiaJ  lyiinifter  of 
the  gdfpel  (Samuel  Bownas.  ~  It  had  a  pro- 
per eSeO  upon  my  mind  j,-  to  ftrengthenit, 
and  ijaife  humble  adkooMdledgements  to  the 
liord  for  his  mercy  herein,  *  It  being,  my 
fervent  prayoi,  .fehat  whatevdr  I  might  go 
through  oai(  account  of,  the  unfaithful,,  imy 
fervice  and ' Jabeufl's  might  be  lacceptableto 
the  faints>i  and  that  I  might  be  favavired 
with  a,  ftafe  of  :the  unity  and  help  of  their 
ipjirits  1  accompanying  •  me  therein,  I  at^ 
tended  the  yearlyrmieetiug  conftantly,  both 
the  Hie-etinigs,  foj". wor&ip  and  difcipJite 
as  they  .felj:  in  courfe.  The  iipower  and 
^titue  ©f  truth  was  near,  to  the  iarengthertf 
ing  and  comforting  our  fpirits  in  a  goi©^ 
^egrecf:  but  I  have  known  a.njutch  full^ 
egij^ymeat  and  ©ver^adowing  thereof,  evda 
wlieft  ail  the  hills  and  miouutadns  have  been 
malted'  as.  it  were,  before  him  who<  is 
glorious  in  holinitfs,.  aiid  i^asfuL  in.  prai£% 

working 
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working  wonders  for  the  help  and  prefer-' 
vation  of  .his  people.  O  then  we  could  ex- 
perimentally fay,  the  Lord  of  awfwl  majefty 
preiideth  amongft  us,  being  a  fpirit  of 
judgment  to  them  that  fit  in  judgment,  and 
all  we  Hand  in.  need  of;  even  as  a  place  of 
broad  riyers  and  ftreaJns^  where  nothing 
of  man's  invention  could  obtain  any  place !  , 
Thefe  were  times  of  rejoicing  in  the  pre- 
ferice  of  the;  Lord,  and  drinking  freely  of 
the  wine  and  milk,  without  money  and 
without  price.  O  how  hath  my  foul  faid, 
it  is  good  to  be  here  1  Having  a  delire,  with 
Peter,  to  tabernacle  there;,  much  dreading 
to  defcend  into  this  vale  of  tears  again, 
where  I  natift  ftruggle  with  my  many  in- 
firmities, which  I  (fid  not  then  much  feel: 
but  I  do  not  inftanee  this  with  defign  to 
juftify  thofe  anxiovts  fears  and  taking^ 
thought  for  the  time  to  comtej.but  rather 
as  a  mark  of  ijEiy  great  weaknefs  and  want 
of  growth  in  the  moft  precious  faith,  which 
is  the  faints  vi(5lory,  whereby,  as  we  grow 
therein,  ftrength  and  patience  is  received, 
to  endure  hardnefs  as  good  foldiers  of  Jefus 
Ghrift ;  not  viewing  with  much  anxious 
fear  thefe  light  afflidlions,  which  are  but 
fer  a  momeiit;  feeing,  in  due  time^  if  we 
are  properly  exercifed  thereby,  they  will 
wofk  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eter- 
nal weight  of  glory. 

On  the  fixth-day  of  the  next  week  after 
the  yearly-meeting,   I  fet  out  in  order  to 

be 
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be  at  the  threeisafterri  yeariy-txifeetings,  being 
aeGoinpanijsd  by  ray  friends  Jphii  Hunt' and 
his  wife,  and  Chriftopher  Wilfon  who  wagr 
to   be    my  I  conjpanion.      We    lodged  that; 
night    at  Brentwoodi;    next  niorailig  earfy 
we  pailfed  on  to  Chdmsford,    (the  weather, 
being  extremely  hot,)  and  breakfafted  at -my: 
dear  -frieifd '  Frances   Wyatt's,    who  after-* 
Wards,    throirgh   the    Itiad    providence' .  of' 
God,    became  my  truly,  >afie£lioiiate  wife, 
Divers  friends  ^ent  forward  towards  Co14j 
chefter,  but  my  compaiiion  and  I  ftaid  at 
Chelmsford    meetings    on  'firfl-day.      ^h^t 
weather  continuing  very  hot,   I  think  then! 
equal  in  he&t  to  ciup  weather  in  America, 
there  arofe  a  ftorm  of  thunder  and  rain  in' 
the  time  of  the  toiieetirig :  One  clap  of  thun-^i: 
der,  whilfti  I  vi^as  upon  my  feet,  fo  terriffedi 
friends  as  to  take  away   their  attention  .fqr^ 
the   prefent,    and^  I  expe<3:ed'to  have  beeii 
obliged   to  fit  down  j    bitit  waiting  >a  Ihorfc 
titne,*>  friends  recovered,  and  I  w^^nt  on.  ^A 
boy  was  killed  thereby,  as  he  was  playing, 
near.  Springfield  fteeple-houfe,  about  a. mile, 
from  Ghelfl5sford.     We  went  after  meeting- 
to   Kelvedoa,    and  next  morning /were  ac- 
companied by  feveral  friends  'towards  Gal»r. 
chefter;    buf  L  was  fo  extremely  ill  cif  a 
fever,    that  I  was  obliged  to  alight  at  Lex-, 
ton,  about  a  mile  from  the  faid  place.     We 
mounted   our  horfes  again  after  I  had-  re-, 
povered   a   little;    but  before- we 'had 'pro- 
ceeded on  the  way  above  half  a  niile,  there. 

came 
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came  on  fucK  terrible!  thtinde^.-  as  is  felcioEEk' 
knowa,  ift  this  part  of  the  ,  world,  a;  Tbfti 
lightning  appeared  to  glide  i  in  ftreanjs  of 
fire  on  the  furface  of  the  earth  a  Gbnfid«ra-t 
ble/  way,    and  there  fecmed,    as  I  thought,, 
a  ftrong  fmell  of  fulphur.     The  thunder, - 
frighted  my  mare  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  I 
being  poorly,    could  fcarcely  fit  her;    but  I 
through  mercy  I  received  no  hurt.     I  con-? 
tinued  ill'  at  Colehefter,   fo  that  I  did  not 
attend  many  of  the  meetings.     The  yearly- 
meeting  elided  there  on  fourth-day.    On  the 
fixth-day  following,  I  was  fo  recovered  as 
to  ride  in  a  chaife  to  Maningtree,  and  had 
a  meeting  there  the  fame  day.     On  feventh- 
day  we    went   through  Ipfwich  to  Wood- 
bridge,    in  order  to  attend  the  yearly  and- 
quarterly  meetings  there  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk..  '  We   were    at   their  meeting  on 
firfl-day ;    on    fecond-day    was   held  their, 
meeting  for  difoipline,    wherein  the  power 
and  virtue  of  truth  feemed  to  me  low  and 
depreffed;  and,  although  I  was  fully  per- 
Xuaded;  there  were  divers  living,  concerned 
memibers .  therein,    who    had   the  caufe  of 
truth  at  heart,   yet  they  appeared  alfo  de- 
prefTed.  The  chief  reafon  whereof  I  then  ap- 
prehqndedi  and  have  more  clearly  feen  fince, 
was 'giving  too  much  place  to  a  few  bufy 
forward  members,  in  whom  man's  will  and 
wifdom  was  too  much  exalted,  who  afRimed 
the  rule  and  government  of  that  meeting ; 
*rhJcti  thejr  were  cqq  much  indulged   in 

by 


by:  thel  ddwar^iee"^  of  tdidTe  wHofe  proper 
bufitiefsit-was  to-  work  for  God}  that  by 
bis  bleffmg  and  afflftance^  they  might  exalc 
th«  tv-eight  arid  authoirity  of^truth  over 
fvtch  fpit'its.  Foi?  the  doihirtion  ^rid  ma-' 
jefty  of  tcuth  in  a  meeting  foon  foils  aiid 
ovef Ci^es  them,  as  it  is  abode  in  by  the 
lieirs  thereof  j  but  if  they  are  flack  and 
negligent  in  pofTefling  their  right,  ufiii*  ■ 
^TS  will  often  take  it  from  them,  ia  this 
icnfe.  So  that  fuch  who  are  called  to  work 
for  God  in  his  ch^irch^  by  holding  back  more 
than  is  m^et,  not  only;  brin^p  poverty  and- 
tesfiljiefs  upon  their  own  fouls  tbeiceby,  but 
alio  open  a  doopfor  the  fpirit  of  anti™ 
cErift  to  enter  in,  I  have  often  feen,  that 
•v^j'hen  the  wife  woman  negledls  to  build  the 
houfe,  tbe  foolifti  wortian,  by  pretending 
to  build,  harli  pulM  it  down  witfe  her 
own  hands:  this  hath  been  no  fmall  caufe 
of  the  wafte  and  defoliation  in  forne  plaices. 
I  have  had  much  labour  with  that '  btify 
a:<^-ive  forward  fpirit  fince,  both  in  meet** 
i^BgS'  and  in  private  plain-dealing,  as  alfo. 
in  fiirfing  up  and  encouraging  the  rigiit 
m^lnded  to  ftand  their  ground;  which  I  hope 
hath  not  been  altogether  without  fome  good 
effeft.  I  could  not  well  be  eaiy  to  proceed 
'ttritliout  making  the  above  retoarfcs,  as  a 
eaution  to  fuch  into  whofe  hands  this  may 
€ome,  fince  it  is  no  fmall  thii>g  to  be 
giailty  of  negligeriiGe  in  the  isvork  of  God, 
■^v  to  engage  theipein»without  a  proper  qua- 

Jificatiou/c 
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Jificaai)^,  Meetings  f©r  ,:T5^orlhip  were  held 
on  third  and  fpurth  days, Jwhf rein  we  were 
favoured  with  .a,  good  degree  6f  that  hea;- 
venly.itiijtue,  in  Jvhich  .there  is  renewal  qf 
ijftfengta  .  and  copifortable  fellowfhip  one 
J  Wth'.  another.  Fponv  tljence  jwe  proceeded ' 
rtowards.  -NiOEwkh^  itaking  Bra^ndiilon  and 
iLayfton  meetings  in  our  way;;  where  true 
religiott  appeared  to  be  inournfiilly ;  low. 
At /NvOrwieh.;we  were  favoured  with  con- 
'iider^ble.  opennefs  ~  and  fatisfac^ion  in  th^eiX" 
meetings'  on  firft-day.f  XKe  quarterly  and 
,y early  EQjeetings  for  the; county  of  Noj-f^lfe 
Tife^re  ^jh^^f.-Pa.fecondy,-!  third,  and  foaFth 
days,  D  J)iv;jne%oodnefs  was  felt  affifting  ia 
Gl«)fe  esercife  and  labovtr,  for  the  help>an<l 
recovery;  of  «n4eclihe'd  p^^pl^;  and  heaveidy 
lellowlhip  fw^etly  :»e%9yM!  with'  ttiofe.  who 
preferred  the  profperily  i^f'  the  qity  of  Gpd 
to  their  chiefeft;  jo^.  'On  fifth  day^we  liad 
a  meeting  at  Wymondham, Hi  wiierein  we 
were  o.pi^j^  in  ;gafp€$;%ri'ifie;,iit.o  0urMeom- 
fort  andrelief  in  ajgoftdfdegreg;  Next  day 
we.  had.  a.;E[jeetiag;  at ,  Ta{]k)roughij,  which 
was  a'vj^y  painful  stpyiflg  rtime;;  my  diity 
thereioQ  was  ;  to :  fee  ^  ,exsmpl&  ©f  filence. 
Here,  rfey ^grrcqabfe  cptnpianion  ^a^d  I  p^^ted. 
He  hftd  beea  IV^ith.'npLe.tyer  jfineje  I  h^ 
Ii,ondon^.,'  t  was;  now  ^lone^  »si  to  any-.^?*a9r 
iJanc  Cotepanii^n,  and  on  tiit:  fii'ft-difey  fpl- 
JowingfatifcjadfdjjNorwiGU  mSetiijg  tp  pretty 
good  fatlsfa^Qp;  aiid  ;hadj;t[Hef  fdHowtBg 
mce^iigl3i;>appc^|ed  ^in  my  !#ay  to   Lyna 

viz. 


1 14        T HE    JO  tr  R  N  A  1    dj 

viz-.  Lammas,  North  "WaK&m^    H-dlr,   ariti 
Wellisi  'in   moft.  of '  which'   I    had    dofe 
laborious  i*ervicei  being,  kd,-  as  was  often 
-my  lot,  Ato  ftir^\ip'  Mri-d  awaken^fif  pof- 
fible).   carelefs   hafe^krai   prdfeflTor^e  Otir 
^friend  Edmund  PeckSvel" '  acoompatiied'  me 
tO'  Dynn,    wlftre,  Welhad  twia  Biieetingis  oft 
■firft'daj;   JtWy   'p¥bv«d  vfery  painfflL  an& 
•laborious!  rMd  v&ry  little;J^6p0jai0fS>!ais'^ 
TJiiiliftry.      Ffom  'thence  we'wfetiti'  tia*  Wi^ 
be'aeh,^    which   was  ^  a  fmalL  meeting,    ailH 
-things  appeared'tvery-  16W.     The^ncxt  meeet- 
ing  We  had  w&s-at  Gfedriey,  things'tteingiallii 
very  low.     ErosaJthence  we  W*nt' to  Spaldi;J 
ing.,''' and  had  a  heavy  laboridiis'^meeting*:"^ 
h6i*e  iiay  friend  .EdfiaundP^ckoTS^T-i  left ^  me 
and  returned  t'hoift'ef.'  i-The  laift^^i^y  was  a 
^tiofxfiderable  eclipfe .  of  the  furli     The  next 
meetitag  I .  hkd  w^s'  at  Brdughtoni    wliich 
-'Was  very  painftfl  anH  af^i^ing.     The  greaJt 
lofs  ^  fome  'in.  that    part.  •  of    Lincolniihire 
(through  which  I  paSed)  have  ^oftained,  by 
forfaking  the  fotiiitaiii  of  living  *vati^  and 
the  commonwealth  of  our  Ifrael,- that  they 
might  embrace  thig^refent  vtrofldj  Demti^ 
like^    was  Sorrowfully  felt :    although  ibme 
of  them  might  retain  the  outward   fetfib,' 
yet  having  loft  the  dew- bf  their  youth,  they, 
■were  become  dry   and  fbrtnal :    by  whofe 
tneaiis,  and  the  ^undue  liberties  indulged  in 
too  many  of  the  youth,    a  thick  darknefs 
was  raifed  that might  be  felt  5  whi6hldid» 
in  a  forroWfiil  <Jegree,   tend  tQ  eciipfe  the 

beauty 


JrOHN   GRIFFITH.       115 

fceauty  of  our  $ian.    I,  travelled  from  tliencf! 

through  Newark,    and  a  clonfiderable  way 

by  the  pleafant  river  Trept,  to  Nottingham. 

Beiag  firft-day,  I  was  at  the  meetings  there 

both  fore  and    afternoon.      Truth   greatly 

favoured    in  apenirig  do«^rine  and  counfel 

in  the  morning}    the  afternoon  not  quite 

fo  open,  but  in  a  good  degree,  to  fatisfa<ftion. 

From  thence  to  Qxon  meeting,  which  was 

fmall    yet    apen.      From  thence  to'Manf^ 

field,  .and  had   a   painful  trying  meeting 

there.     The  i^ext  was  at  Chefterfield,  where 

the  meeting  was  but  fmall,  yet  truth  liviiigly 

favoured,  opening  counfel  for  our  help  and 

•e¥!;e.Qn3ragemenit  in  the  way  of  well  doing. 

M<j$iee  bei'Big  prevjbufly  given,  I  had  a  large 

meeting  at  Matlock  on   firfl-day.      There 

were  a  f&w  friends.,;  and  many  others  at  this 

meeting,,  wbith  proved  heavy  and  laborious 

for  foroe  time^  yet  divine  goodnefs  afforded 

jiibility   to-  wQfk    through,     and   the    holy 

power  of  God;  was  in  a  good  degree  exalted  j 

■praifes  tos   hiis   name  for  ever!     The  nexE 

meeting   I   had    was  at  .  Jlanfworthwpod- 

HQia&  on  the  borders  of  Yorklhire.'    .There 

were  but  tfew :  friends,   and  of  thofe  few, 

mofl:  q£  t^em  feetned  to  depend  too  much 

mpQiij.thc-labQurjof  the    minifters,    as  ^is 

-forrawfisdily.  .the;  cafe   in    too   many  other 

iplaces;    I '  had',  nothing  to ;  adminifter  unto 

them-;  but  aakxaxnprle  of  -filence,  that  ap- 

:.peariag.-Ja£{lrjKdapted  to  their  Hates;    for 

lUnkis  the  grean,  benefit  thereof  .is  experien- 

Q^  ced» 
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Ced,  there  can  be  no  real  advancement  la 
true  religion.  I  went  from-  thence  to  Shef- 
field, which  was  a  large  meeting,  and  the 
dodlrine  of  truth  was  largely  and  livingly 
opened  therein ;  I  believe  to  general  fatis- 
fadlion/  and  to  the  comfort  of  the  upright- 
hearted.  From  thence  I  went  to  Highflat&, 
and  was  at  their  meeting  on  firft-day, 
which  was  very  large;  being  compofed  of 
plain  country  friends.  The  Lord  was  plea- 
fed  to  favour  us  with  a  precious  oppor- 
tunity together,  in  the  comfortable  enjoy- 
ment of  his  love  fhed  abroad;  under  which 
holy  influence,  the  dodlrine  'of  truth  was 
largely  opened  ;*the  glorious  powerful , name 
of  the  Lord  was  magnified,  and  his  hum-: 
ble,  dependant  children  were  encouraged 
to  lerve  him  with  a  perfcifl  heart  and  with 
a  willing  mind*  The  next  meeting  I  had 
was  at  Brighoufe,  which  was  to  pretty  good 
fatisra(Sion ;  truth  owning  and  comforting 
our  fpirits  therein.  Next  day  I  had  a  very 
painful  affli(fling  meeting  at  Halifax,  hav- 
ing reafon  to  fear  but  few  of  the  members 
Were  rightly  acquainted  with  the  quickening 
virtue  of  true  religioii  in  themfelves: 
when  this  is  the  fbrrowful  cafcj  it  makes 
heavy  work  for  painful  travellers.  My  la- 
bour ampngft  them  was  in  a  clofe  roufing 
way,  but  it  did  not  appear  to  have  much 
imprefTion.  From  thence  to  Gilderfome, 
where  I  had  a  pretty  open  comfortable 
meeting;    and  next  day  one  at    Leeds   to 
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fatisfadlion.      This  being  a  large  meeting* 
I   ftjiid  ovei*  fii"ft-day,    and  am  purfuaded 
thece    was     a   fenfible    weighty    body    of 
friends    belonging     thereunto;     yet    there 
feemed  to  rhe  a  much  larger,   as  to'  num-- 
ber,    who  cori tented  themfelves  in  the  pro- 
fellion  of  truth^    ind  in  hearfag  the  report 
of   others   Concerning  the  heavenly   conn- 
try.      The  indifference  of  thefe,    together 
with  their  eagernefs  after  words,  appeared^ 
to'  me  a  caufe  of  painful  anxiety  oF  fpirit 
in    that    meeting,    which    J    had   to  fufFer. 
\mder  both    morning  and  afternoon.     Here 
my  friends  John  Hunt  and  his   wife  from 
London    met   me,    with    intent  to  accom- 
pany me  to  fome  meetings  in  that  eouiity," 
of   which  I  was  glad,    being  alone,    often 
low^  and    much  difcouraged  in  mind,  in  a 
deep  feeling  of  mine  own  weaknefs ;  as  alfo 
Jiaving  to  wade  from  place  to  place,    in ,  a' 
painful  fenfe.of    a  greatly  declined  people 
whom  I  was  concerned  to  labour  arnongft ; 
fo  that,   had  not  divine  goodnefs  at  times 
made  me  fenfible  his  everlafting  .arm  was 
underneath,    to  /upport   my   affiidled   fdul 
in  various  probations,  I  had  certainly  faints 
ed.     But,  blefled  be  liis  holy  name  forever," 
he  was  often  gracioufly  pleafed  to  open  a 
way  fdr  me  to.  hold  on,  when  I  could  fee 
none,  leading  me  by  the  hand  like  a  teridei? 
merciful    father,    one  ftep    after    another  f 
and  giving  me  more  place  in  the  love  and 
|;egard  pf  his  people  than  I  looked  for,  or 

could. 
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could,  as  I  thought,  reafomibly  €xpe<Sl.<  I 
was  many  times  greatly  abafed  in  miw  own,' 
fight;  ready  to  fay,  to  what  good  purppfe.- 
dp  1  Vifit  the  churches  ?  fpr  I  feem  to  move' 
in  an  untrodden  path^  as  under  the  weight 
of  the  hills  and  mouii  tains  of  .exalted  u^fi-; 
fruitfulnefs ;  and  often,  as  it  were,  .graping. 
in  the  chambers  of  death,  with  fuch  con*?; 
ftant  afflidling  views,  that  I  was  ready  tp 
fay  with  the  prophet,  "I  am  a  mafi  of  nnr: 
•'  clean  lips,  and  I  dwell  ampngft  a  people  qf; 
V  xinclean  lips;"  but  die  live  coal  from  thci 
holy  altar,  foon  removes  all  that  i,tin^"ur^/ 
or  feeming  defilement,  which  doth  not{ 
^proceed  from  our. own  fins  and  mifcarriages^ 
but  from.thpfe  of  others*  Thou  d,eep  wadeP 
foi"  the  good  of  fouls,  this  is  Wrote  priiir> 
cipally  fox,  thy  fake,  that  thou  mayft  fef 
pthers  have  gone  the  farne  way  before  thee^, 
and  -be  encouraged  fo;  as.  not  to, fink  uriSeii 
thy  burden.  I,  foui^d  ii^  tfe^  •Lpi'd's  .  time 
(as  thou  wilt,  if  thou  patiently  hokkon 
thy  way)  dia.t  tribulation  worketh  patience^f 
^n4  patience  experience,  ,  -and  i  ex,peri$nce 
Jjiope.  The,  .Lord  gave  me  therigby  clearly 
tp  fee,  I  muft  thus  feel  the  wounds,  bruifee, 
and.  putrifying  fores  ,6f  the  ifons  anfl  daugli- 
ters  pf/Sion,  or  I  cDuld  not  fpeak  to  theii* 
ilates  and;  qonditioris  fee^ngiy.  and  eflfec- 
tai^lly  for  their  help  and  reeovisry.  Our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jcfus  Chrift  w'^s  toWched 
with  a  feeling  of  our  infirmities.  He  bore 
rj^  weight;  and  painful  J&nfe  of  thie  fin4 
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of  the  wihole  'worid,  taftitig  ilbath.  for  every 
man ;  whereby  he  reached  forth  a  njerci- 
f«l  hand  of  >  help  and  felvation  for  the  re-- 
coyery  of  all,  fufficient  for  all  who  be- 
lieve in  him  arid;  dbey  him  j  and  his  fiiith4 
ful  ix^ejSTengers.  anuli  knowj  in  degree,  a 
drinking  saf:^^  the  fame  Clip,  and  being  b^- 
•tized  with  Ahe  fam^ .  baptifm  he  1  was  bap-^ 
tized  with,  f  Hot  .only  .on.\tiieir:  lo^n  atGCoUHts, 
but  alifo'  CM: '  the  account  of  ,pthei^s^  •■■  He 
ftill  iufeiis  '  by  hi^  fpirit,  a^  und'er '  the 
height  and  opfjiefliojli,  of  fin;  and  iniquity^ 
in  the  heaitsljof  the  xhdidrcK.'of  menj  (b 
^at  ail  ■  thofe  who  are  one  iaifpirit  widi 
him^  Hiuft '  in  meafurc  feel  his  ,  Ai^r mgSy 
and  fympathize  with  him  therein;  tfavelw 
ling  in  paitt,  ihat.€hrift  knfey  be  formed  in 
the -hearts  of  raawkinidi,  ruling  in  his  kiag- 
dom,  on  earth,  sea  h«  rules  in  heaisrere. 
But  thefe  things  are  txSo  xnyfterious  for  the 
wife  and  prude-nt  fflfthis  worid  to  under- 
fland^  b^g  only,  revealed  to  thofe  wha, 
are  indeed  barn  of  God;. 

.We  fta'idiat  Leeds  un«il  ilfth-^day,  there 
heiag  a  hurial,  attended  by  a  large  nutnbep 
d)f  frifends  and,  others^  Truth  opened  our  way 
in  the  miniftry  to  good  fatisfa'dlion*  Next 
da^i  we  had  a  fmall  jnidedng  at  K,iiaref+ 
boEough^  vrhere  w£  foiatol  things  very  iow^, 
Froiji  thence  we  went  to  Thirfk,  '  and  on 
firft-day  had  a  precious  open  meeting  there, 
in  which,  the  teftimisay  ©f  truth  Was  greatly 
esyaltedjiaiBi.,  thiB  iija-ightrhearited  Iweetly- 
s  .      ^  comforted. 
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comforted.  The  .pr'aife,of  all  belongs  to 
the  giver  of  every  good  and  perfevS;  gift. 
Next  day  we  went  to  vifit  our  ancient 
honourable  friend  John  Richardfon,  at  his 
hdufe  near  Hutcon  ,in  the  Hole.  He  had 
fcarcely  fight  enough  to  diftinguifh  us  one 
firom  the  <oth^.  ^  We  were  received  and 
entertained :  by  .him -fwirii  true  love  and  bra«-; 
therly  affedlion; . . ,  He '. was  much  tat  liberty 
iri  his  fpirit,  and  very  free  in  difcourfe 
about  religious  things,  in  which  hisUfe  and 
great  delight,  appeaired  to  be.  He  fhewed 
us  (in  -niarmfcripfc):\  a  jpurnal  :of:;^his  life 
and.  travels  -in  the  fervice  of  the  gofpel,' 
fince  publiflie'd,  wherein  are  many  very- 
ufeful  obfervations '  and  remarkaihle;cfccunT 
rences,  which  I  hope  will  be  of  great  fer-' 
Vjce  in  the  vvorld.  On  third-day  we  haci 
a !  meeting  at.  Hutton,  wherein  we  were  fa-? 
VQured  with  fom^  cdegree  of  opennefs ;  yd: 
truth  did  not  raife  to  any  confiderable  de- 
gree of  dominion:  but  alL  is  bell  as  thtf 
Lord  is  pleafed  to  order,>  for  from  him  alone 
proceed  .  the  iffues  .of"  life.  On  foiirth-^ 
day  morning  vve  took  jleave  of  our  faid 
worthy  friend  in  much  affedlion,  and  had 
a  fmall  meeting  at  Bilfdale :  things  were 
low':  as  to  ;thei  life  of  1-eligion..  in  that 
meeting;  after,  which  X  parted  with  my 
frieiidsr.  John  Hunt  and  his  wife.  John 
Scotr  of  ,  Leeds  continued  with  me,  who 
was  an  honefl  labourer  for  the  arifing  of 
Ufe  in  meetings,  ajid  I  thought  of  conffe^ 
:acx>  detabk 


JOHN    GRIFFITH.        int 

derable  help  to  me.  The  next  ,«ieetlng  we 
had  was  at  North  Allerton';  which  was  ra- 
ther low  and  heavy  to  wade  through.  We 
went  from  thence  tp  Darlington  in,  the 
county  of  Durham.  I  had  clofe  painful 
labour  there;  earthly-mindednefs  in  pro- 
feflbrs  is  often  the  caufe#tbf  fuch  hard 
lATork,  as  it  obftrufts  the  current  of  life^ 
both  in  themfelves  and  alfo  frequently  iij 
our  religious  meetings,  ^  like  the  Philiftines 
flopping  up  the  wells  which  the  true  feed 
hath  opened  in  the  hearts  of  believers; 
£o  that  many  times,  inftead  of  their  having 
/o  (ing,  Spring  up,  O  well,  and  we  will  ling 
tinto  thee!  tliere  is  mourning  and  painful 
labour  in  fympathy  therewith,  to  have  them 
opened  again,  that  the  flock  of  Chrift's  fold 
may  all  be  vvatered  with  the  refrefhing 
ftreams  of  that  river  which  flows  from  the 
prefence  of  God.  The  next  meeting  I 
went  to  was  Raby,  being  on  a  firfl^day ;  it 
was  a  large  heavenly  meetings  truth  having 
great  dominion,  and  friends  were  fweetly 
comforted  -together.  At  Bifhpp  Auckland, 
the^  Lord  favoured  with  matter  and  utter- 
aii^  to  a  confiderable  degree  of  eafe  and 
fatisfadlion.  From  thence  I-  went  to  the 
city  of  Durham,  and  had  a  hard  painful 
meeting  in  filence;  alfo,  at  Newcaftle  we 
had  a  clofe,  trying,  laborious  meeting;; 
Qccafioned,  as  I  apprehended,'  by  undue 
liberties  in  thinking  and  adling^  which  had; 
raifed  darknefe  to  be  felt-.in  Ihat  meet- 
ing, 


122        The    journal    of 

ing.  We  had  an  open  comfortable  meeting 
the  next  day  at  Shields.  We  went  to 
Sunderland,  and  attended  their  meetings  on 
firft-day:  that  in  tiie  morning  was  very 
open  and  fatisfadlory,  the  tellimony  of 
truth  going  forth  freely  to  the  feveral  ftates 
of  thofe  prefint,  who  were  much  affeded 
tlierewith.  In  the  afternoon  it  was  a  heavy 
afflidling  meeting;  but  little  felt  of  that 
which  crowned  the  meeting  in  the  morn- 
ing. We  often  find  afternoon  meetings  are 
the  moft  heavy  and  painful,  occafioned,  no 
doubt  (in  part  at  leaft)  by  anfwering  the 
cravings  of  nature  to  the  full ;  whereas  they 
ihould  be  denied  a  full  gratification,  as 
little  fuftenaace  would,  for  that  fhort  fpace 
of  time,  anfwer  much  better,  and  be  no 
•injury  to  the  conftitution.  If  any  think  this 
hint,  by  way  of  caution,  impertinent,  there 
is  reafon  to  doubt,  that  they  are  yet  too 
much  flrangcrs  to  the  nature  of  true  wor- 
Ihip  and  the  many  impediments  in  the  way 
of  its  due  performance ;  what  I  have  above*- 
mentioned  is  none  of  the  leaft.  I  was 
quite  Ihut  up  as  to  miniftry  in  the  afters- 
noon.  Here  1  met  my  valuable  friSids 
Jonathan  and  Margaret  Raine  of  Trawden 
in  Laneafhire,  being  the  firft  time  I  law 
them ;  concerning  whom,  more  hereafter. 
On  lecond-day  we  had  another  meeting  in 
the  city  of  Durham,  wherein  the  Lord  was 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  exalt  his  glorious  and 
powerful  name-  over  all  diforderly  and'  coc- 

vupt 
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rupt  libertine  fpirits ;  there  being  foma 
iixch.  in  the  meeting,  which  Was  evident  to 
me,  from  the  main  fcope  of  the  teftimony 
I  had  to  deliver  amongft  them.  It  was  with 
remarkable  authority  and  fharpnefs  againft 
fuch,  who  having  departed  feom  the  divine 
light,  wherewith  all  mankincf  are  enlight- 
ened, chooling  rather  to  be  in  darknefs, 
were  fo  loft  in  a  maze  of  error,  as  evea 
to  call  in  queftion  the  truths  of  the  Chrif^ 
tian  religion.  I  was  afterwards  informed 
that  there  were  fome  fuch  in  that  meeting 
who  had  imbibed  the  dark  and  wicke4 
principle  of  deifm,  or  free-thinking,  focal- 
led  ;  but  I  had  no  outward  information 
concerning  the  ftate  of  any  ther?  before  the 
meeting,  which  I  always  carefully  Ihunned^ 
The  next  meeting  I  had  was  at  Stockton, 
to  pretty  good  fatisfadiion,  as  truth  opened 
my  ^yay  to  difcharge  the  lervice  required  j 
yet  the  meeting  \yas  fmall,  and  things  ap- 
peared low,  as  to  the  life  of  religion.  I 
went  from  thence  to  Yarum  in  Yorkfhire  j 
had  a  rneeting  there,  and  at  Yatten,  and 
M(^rlham,  to  a  good  degree  of  fatisfadion. 
The  next  meeting  I  had  was  at  Caftleton, 
The  two  laft  named  were  on  the  MoorSj 
amongft  a  very  plain  people,  who  appeared 
to  be  in  a  low  'ftation  of  life,  but  I  foun4 
the  favour  and  virtue  of  truth  amongft  them, 
efpecially  at  the  latter ;  to  which  that  fub- 
ftantial  rainifter  of  the  gofpel  Luke  Cock, 
did   'm  his  iife-tirne  belong:    the  rememr 

Jl  JDranc^ 


124       The    journal    op 

brance  of  whom,  although  I  never  perfon- 
nally  knew  him,  was  very  frefh  and  Uvlng- 
ly  before  me  in  that  meeting,  as  if  his  fpirit 
had  been  prefent;  1  could,  as  I  thought, 
perceive  the  good  effecSls  of  that  worthy 
man's  Chriftian  labours  amongft  thofe  peo- 
ple; and  S»  precious  meeting  the  Lord 
favoured  vis  with  together:  to  whom,  for 
the  multitude  of  his  mercies  beftowed  upon 
us,  poor  unworthy  helplefs  creatures,  be 
humble  thankfgiving  and  praife,  now  and 
for  evermore.  Whitby  was  the  next  meet- 
ing I  attended,  being  on^  firft-day,  where 
I  had  very  clofe  laborious  work.  An  earth- 
ly lofty  fpirit  had  taken  too  much  place  in 
lome  of  the  profeffors ;  the  tendency  where- 
of is,  by  darkening  the  underftanding,  and 
blinding  the  judgment,  to  account  various 
weighty  branches  of  our  Chriftian  teftimony 
fmall  trifling  things.  Here  the  flefh,  that 
warreth  againft  the  fpirit,  having  the  af- 
cendency,  its  language  is  quite  oppofite 
thereunto.  The  flefh  faith,  there  is  little  'in 
drefs;  religion  doth  not  confift  in  apparel ; 
there  is  little  in  language ;  there  is  iittla  iii 
paying  tythes  8cc,  to  the  priefts;  there  is 
little  in  carrying  guns  in  our  fliips,  to  de- 
fejid  ourfelves  in  cafe  we  are  attacked  by 
an  enemy.  To  which,  T  think,  it  may  be 
fafely  added,  there  is  little  or  laothing  in 
people,  who  plead  as  above  hinted,  pretend- 
ing to  be  of  our  fociety ;  for  if  they  can 
eafiljr  let  fall  the  before-mentioned  branches 

of 
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©f"  our  Chriflian  teflimpny,  I  am  fully  per- 
Itiaded,  they  will  maintain  the  others  no 
longer  than  they  apprehend  it  will  fuit 
with  their  temporal  intereft.  I  have  often 
wondered  why  fuch  continue  to  profefs 
with  us  at  all.  They  are  nat  really  of  us 
who  are  not  concerned  to  rnaintain  thofe 
principles  and  teftimonies  the  Lord  hath 
given  us  to  bear.  I  was,  through  mercy, 
enabled  to  difcharge  the  fervice  required  of 
me,  and  went  from  thence  to  Scarborough, 
where  the  Lord,  in  gracious  condefcenfion, 
was  pleafed  to  open  dodlrine  and  counfel 
for  their  help ;  who  appeared  to  me  moftly 
low  and  weak,  as  to  a  r'eal  growth  in  true 
religion.  From  thence  I  went  to  Picker- 
ing, where  the  Lord  gave  us  a  very  precious 
opportunity  together,  in  the  comfortable 
enjoyment  of  his  power  and  refrefhing 
prefence;  to  the  exaltation  and  renown  of 
his  great  name,  who  is  worthy  for  ever. 
Next  day  I  Ijad  a  meeting  at  Malton,  being 
a  clofe  fearching  time;  truth  feerried  at  a 
low  ebb  there.  The  next  meeting  at 
Cranlick  was  very  fmall,  but  the  Lord 
was  pleafed  to  own  and  comfort  us  toge- 
ther, affording  counfel  for  their  help  and 
encouragement.  I  went  from  thence  to 
Bridlington,  and  was  at  their  meeting  on 
firft-day ;  it  was  fmall,  and  things  very  low 
amongft  them,  as  to  the  life  of  religion. 
Oh  how  greatly  is  that,  and  many  other 
meetings  declined,   both  as  to  number  and 

a  lively- 


t26        I^HE    JOURNAL    of 

a  lively  experience  of  true  religion :  fome 
friends  informed  me,  as  I  remember,  that 
they  knew  the  time,  when  fourteen  or  fif- 
teen miniftering  friends  belonged  to  that 
in  eting;  and  nov  perhaps,"  not  a  much 
greater  nurnber  of  members  of  all  forts, 
belong  to  it.  Once  there  was  a  wonderful 
time  of  gathering  into  the  vineyard  of 
Chrift;  but  iince,  with  forrow  and  lamen- 
tation it  may  be  faid,  there  has  been  a  lofing, 
fcattering,  and  dwindling  away  in  many 
places ;  the  principal  occafion  whereof 
feems  to  have  been,  an  inordinate  love  for 
tranfitory  enjoyments,  lawful  in  themfelves 
and  places,  but  not  to  have  the  chief  pof- 
fellion  of  the  mind.  When  that  becomes 
the  forrowful  ftate  of  any,  they  cannot 
favovir  the  things  that  be  of  God,  but  the  , 
things  which  be  of  mein ;  and  are  of  confe- 
quence  deprived  df  that  all-fuiEcient  help, 
fo  to  live  and  walk^  as  to  anfwer  the  wit- 
nefb  of  God  in  others  j  to  train  tip  their  chil- 
dren in  the  nurttire  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord ;  and  to  maintain  the  teftimonies  of 
truchwith  a  convincing  ftrength  and  efficacy. 
So  that  although  the  form  is  retained  in  a 
confiderable  degree  by  fuch,  and  they  may 
alfo  be  fortified  with  arguments,  to  main- 
tain the  confiflency  of  our  profefiion  with 
the  primitive  plan  laid  down  in  holy  Writj 
yet,  wanting  the  fait  of  the  kingdom  in 
themfelves,  all  their  pretenfions  without  it 
Vrill  prove  nothing;    yea,    worfe  than  no^ 

things 
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thing;  feeing,  by  how  mueh  more  they 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  knowing  more 
than  others,  by  fo  much  their  condemnation 
will  be  greater.  Next  day  we  had  a  fmall 
meeting  at  Hornfey,  "and  from  thence  went 
to  Ouitwickj  and  had  a  large  meeting, 
wherein  truth  favoured  in  owning  doftrine 
largely,  .  and  to,  a  confideim)le  degree  of 
fatisfadtion.  The  next  meeting  we  had 
was  at  Hull,  which  was  indeed  a  very  pain- 
ful exercifing  time  of  filence,  in  a  mournful 
fenfe  of  great  declehfion.  "Vy^e  find  it  re- 
corded in  the  holy  fcriptures,  that  we  muft 
enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven  through  many 
tribulations.  It  is  indeed  a  very  wonderfijl 
mercy,  that  fuch  unworthy  creatures  as  we 
are  fhould  be  fb  highly  favoured,  as  to 
be  admitted  thereinto  on  any  terms.  Ihave 
confidered,  that  our  afflidlions  in  ,this  day, 
both  in  the  manner  and  cauie,  differ  much 
from  the  trials  of  our  worthy  predeceflbrs. 
Their  bodies  were  frequently  imprifoned, 
and  grofsly  abufed  by  peopk  of  different 
religious  perfuafions;  but  our  fpirits,  when 
engaged  in  the  work  of  the  gofpel,  are  often 
imprifoned,  depreffed,  and  greatly  afllidled, 
by  means  of  the  great  unfaithfulrj.efs  of 
inany  under  the  fame  profefTibn  with  our- 
felv^;  being  at  times,  on  account  of  fuch, 
fq  clofed  up  in  a  painful  fenfe  of  death  and 
darknefs,  as  to  be  fpmewhat  like,  the  pro- 
f)het  of  old,  quite  fhut  up  and  dumb  with 
filence.    This  may  be  occafioned  by  fuch, 

•who 
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vrhd  are  Co  far  alienated  from  the  fenfibld 
reacKes  of  that  meafure  of  grace  in  their 
own  minds,  as  not  to  be  opened  thereby  to 
receive  vthe  word  preached  to  advantage; 
{for  the  word  goeth  not  forth  in  vain ; .  but 
will  accomplifti  that  for  which  it  is  fent;) 
and  it  may  alfp  be  neceffary,  on  account  of 
thoft  wha  have  often  been  comfortably  re- 
frefhed  by  fitting  under  a  living  miniftry, 
yet  neglecting  their  own  duty  in  a  fpiritual 
labour  for  heavenly  bread,  look  too 
much  for  food  froni  the  labour  of  others : 
which  unjuftifiable  dependance  and  expe;#?, 
tation,  is  often ,  difappoLnted  and  mortifiecti: 
The  main  defign  of  gofpel  miniftry,  is  to 
turn  the  children  of  men  to  the  grace  of 
God  in  themfelves,  which  will  teach  them 
to  work  out  their  own  falvation,>  and  dili- 
gently to  feek  the  Lord  for  themfelves,  in 
whom,  their  ftrehgth  being  renewed,  tJleir. 
fpirita-  would  unite,  and  greatly  help  and 
relieve  the  minifters  in  their  gofpel-labours. 
From  Hull  I  went  to  North  Cave,  wher# 
I  had  an  open  comfortable  meeting.  Thence 
to  Howden,  where  the  meeting  was  fmall 
and  things  very  low ;  it  Was  held  in  filence. 
I  went  next  to  Selby,  and  attended  their 
meetings  on  firfl>day.  1  had  fome  ftrength 
and  opennefs  for  fervice  in  the  mornijj^ ;  in 
the;  afternoon  t  had  to  fit  in  filence ;  I  could 
find  but  very  little  of  the  life  of  religion  there, 
/Next  day  I  had  ah  open  comfortable  meeting 
at  RawcliflFj    thence  at  Pontefra^,    where 

things 
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filings  were  low  and  painful.  The  next  meet- 
ing was  a  fmall  one  at  Wakefield,  wherein  X 
was  quite  clofed  up  in  filence;  the  ftate  of 
the  meeting,  as  I  apprehended,  requiring 
it.  I  went  from  thence  to  I^eeds,,  and 
next  day  to  the  houfe  of,  my  efteemed 
friend  William  Hird,  intending  for  Bradr 
ford  monthly  meeting,  which  was  held  on 
fixth-day,  wherein  I  had  thorough  fervke, 
and  the  bleifed  truth  had  great  dominion, 
to  ,^he  joy  and  comfort''  of  many  hearts.  I 
returned  to  Leeds,  and  attended  their  meet- 
ings on  firft-day.  They  were  low  and 
father  painful;,  my  iervice  therein  was  in 
a.  clofe  fearching  way;  but  thofe  who  are 
at  eafe  in  Zion  like  fmooth  things  befl,  and 
are  almpft  ready  to  fay  now,  as  fome  did 
formerly  to  the  feers,  fee  not,  and  to  the 
prophets,  prophefy  unto  iis  f^nooth  things. 
I  \^€nt  from  Leeds  to  the  quarterly-mQet» 
ing  at  York,  wherein  I  h,ad  con|iderable 
,  ppenn^fe  in  fervice;  yet  my  fpirit  wis  in- 
wardly and  fecretly  pained  moft  of  the 
time;  the  caufe  whereof,  as,  I  apprehended, 
was  the  numb nefs  and  earthly-mindednefg 
of  many  members  Qf  that  very  large  aflem- 
bly;  in  which  there  were,  notwithftand- 
ing,  a  wife  lively  iiibftantiaj  body  of  friends; 
which^  by  account,  bath  continued  in  a  fjjc^ 
ceffion  from  the  early  times  pf  our  fociety. 
"When  this  meeting  was  ovpr,  I  fet  out, 
in  company  with  feveral  friends  in  their 
way  iiome,  io  order  to  vifit  ibme  meetin^^ 
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in  the  Dales,  on  my  way  to  Kendal  quar- 
terly-meeting; John  Scott  being  alfo  with- 
me.  The  fird  meeting  we  had  was  at  Rane^ 
bridge  in  Wenfley  Dale,  which  was  large^- 
being  on  a  firft-day.  It  was  a  very  clofe 
trying  laborious  meeting.  I  had  very  little 
to  lay  by  way  of  miniftry,  but  fufFered  deepT 
iy  in  fpirit,  under  a  forrowful  fenfe  of  car- 
nality prevailing.  Next  day  I  had  a  very 
comfortable  reviving  meeting  amongft  4 
few  plain  friends  in  Grifdale.  After  which 
I  went  home  with  that  plain  faithful  minif-,^ 
ter  of  the  gofpel  Alice  Thiftlethwaite,  who, 
had  borne  me  company  from  York,  to  her 
houfe  in  Dent  Dale,  where  we  had  a  m.eet- 
ing  next  day,  which  I  hope  was  in  3.  good 
degree  ferviceabie,  although  things  were 
but  low.  After  this  we  went  to  the 
houfe  of  that  worthy  elder  and  miniftefof 
the  gofpel  James  Wilfon,  near  Brigflats, 
where,  next  day,  the  Lord  was  piea:fed  to 
favour  us  with  a  powerful  glorious  meet- 
ing; fo  that  v/e  could  thankfully  witnefs 
truth  was  over  all.  Such  thorough  open, 
■meetings,  but  feldom  fall  to  our  lot  in  this 
declined  ftate  of  things.  Yet  the  Lord  is 
,all-fufEcient  for  the  help  and  fupport  of 
his  faithful  fervants,  in  all  times  and  dif- 
penfations  of  his  providence  to  mankind; 
fo  that  we  not  only  can  fay,  fufEcient  to 
the  day  is  the  evil  thereof;  but  alfo,  fuff 
ficient  to  the  day  is  the  ftrength  and  wif- 
^pm    afforded    for    our    aififtance    in    the 

Lord's 
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Lord's  work.'/ '  Next  day  I  Went  to  Ken* 
dal,  being  RecompaniecJ  by  the  before-^ 
mentipnetl  wofchy  friend,  who  entertained 
me  on  the  road  with  divers  vefy  pleafing^ 
accounts  concerning  the  fpreading  of  truth 
in  thofe  parts, '  and  the  wonderful  convihcer!> 
nuent.s  thereaibouts,  by  that  memorable  ferr 
,vant  of  the  Lord  George  Fox,  which  the 
faid  friend  had  heard  related  by  eye-wit^ 
neffes,  who  were  themfelyes  convinced  a6 
that  time ;  this  msde  the  journey  exceed- 
ing pleafant  tp  me,  nothing  disagreeable 
therein,  bijt  its  being  too  foon  over,  as  that 
put  an  eiid  tp  this  delightful  converfation. 

There  appeared  to  me  a  valuable  body  of 
friends  in  and  about  Kendal  yet  left,  aW 
though  divers  in  that  town  had  been  remo- 
ved by  death  but  a  little  time  before;  the 
lols  of  whom  was  much  lamented  by  the 
furwvpr's,  as  they  had  been  ufefuj  mem- 
bers in  their  day.  It  alfo  ajppeared  thac 
good  order  was  well,  naaintained,  and  that 
excellent  difgipline  eftablifhed  ampRgft  u$, 
in  the  wifdom  of  truth,  feemed  to  be  as 
duly  put  in  praifltice,  as'  in  moft '  places: 
I  have  obferved  amongft  friends  j  ygt  my 
way  was  much  clofed  up  in  fufferingj  du^ 
ring  the  quarterly-meeting:  I  ftaid  their 
meetings  on  firll^day,  and  was  largely  open-s- 
ed  in  the  morijing,  truth  having  great  do- 
giinion;  but  in  the  afternoon  was  Ihut  up 
JA  filence.  On  third'-day,  being  Winder- 
piere  general  meetiijg,  I  went  to  it ;  trutlj 
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greatly  overfhadowed  tKat  large   aflembly, 
and  the  teftimony  thereof  was  much  exalted, 
to  the  edification  and  fweet  refrefhment  of 
the   upright   in   heart,    as   well   as   deeply 
atFecfling  the  minds  of  many,  I  hope  to  their 
lading   advantage,    who   had    taken    niore 
liberty  than  truth  allows  of.    Next  day  I  had 
a  fmall  meeting  at  Gravrig,    where  things 
were  low.     At  Prefton  the  Lord  was  pleafed 
to   favour   us   with    an   open    comfortable 
meeting,  and  truth's  teftimony  was  exalted. 
After  which  I  went  to  Kendal,    and  had  a 
very  comfortable  meeting    amongft  friends 
there.     Prom  thencb  I  went  to  Swarthmoor, 
and  was  at  their  meeting  on  a  firft-day,  in 
a   meeting-houfe   built   near   the   hall,    by 
George   Fox ;    I   could   not   difcover  much 
lively  fenfe  of  true  religion  there,  it  being 
a  time  of  painful  fuffering  filence.     From 
thence  to  the  Hight  meeting,     which    was 
to  pretty  good  fatisfadtion ;    and  thence  to 
Hawkfhead;  the  medting  there  was  low  and 
afHi<fting.     My  principal  fervice  was  to  give 
an  example  of   filence,    which   frequently 
fell  to   my    lot;    the  Lord  favoviring  with 
refignation  to  his  divine  will.     Next  day  I 
had   a  fmall   open  fatisfadory  meeting  at 
Kefwick;  and  went  to  Ifel  meeting;  but  had 
nothing   to   deliver  by  way  of   teftimony, 
being    wholly    fliut    up.      From  thence  to 
Pardfhaw,    which,    I  think,   is   the   largeft 
country  meeting  in  England,    and  friends 
there  generally  made  a  plain  becoming  ap- 
pearance, 
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.pear-aace,  much  refembllng  many  meetings 
in  Peijnfylvania,'both  for  largeneft  and  other^ 
Wi%;  the  view  whereof  gave  me  fingular 
ple^fure,  and  abundantly;' the' more,  as  th^-. 
vgreat  matter  of  our  afTemblies  was  gracioufly 
pleajfed  to  honour  and  comfort  us  with  his 
diving,  prefence,  in;  which  there  Js  fulnefs  of 
Joy;  matter  and  ^utterance  was.  given  by  hinl 
to.  a  difchargeof  duty,  in  which  there  wa§ 
peace.  I.  had  ran  open  fatisfacflory  meeting 
in  the  evening,  at  my  friend  and  old  com- 
panion Ghriftopher  Wilfon's.  Ne?:t  day  I 
had  a  meeting  at  Whitehaven.,  Thence  to 
Broughton,  where  I  had  a  meeting.  J  en- 
deavoured to  lean  upon  the  X-ord  alone;,  for 
-guidance  in .  my  fervice,  and  by  him  was 
frequently  much  opened,  in  the  ftates  o^f 
jneeti^s  and  individuals  preient.  The  nes^t 
nxeeting  was  at  ddckiermouth,  which  was  to 
a  good-xlfigrge;jof  iatisfaxflion.  Thence  tQ 
Allonby,  where  truth  favoured  with  a  good 
■  degree  of  opennefs  an4  peace.  From  thence 
I  went  to  Holnie,  a  meetiagiremarkable  for 
having  been,  I.fuppofe,  more. than  fixty 
years  interrupted,  and  grievouily  difturbed 
■by  a  wicked  unruly:  company  of  ranters. 
It  began  inibme.Qf  the  Pearfons, '  and.  when 
-they  were  removed,  others  .fucceeded  in 
the  fame  fpirit.  t;  SomE  of  them  were  at  the 
meeising  when  IVwas  there.  A  woman  of 
the  party  fpoke  feveral  timeis  in  fuch  ran- 
cour,' that  I  do  not  .remember  cyer  to  have 
taken  notice  o^  a  voice  fa.  much  tindured 

withi 
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witK  a  ti^rk  diabolical  fpiEitj-'but  friendff, 
in  the  blelTed  enjoyment  afi- the  powerful 
truth,  were  quite  over  it  and  them,  and  I 
believe j  had  therein  been  in  a  good  degrep 
prelerved;  as  that  mpeting  appeared  to  nqi? 
the  livelreft  of  any  thereabouts^  having^  as 
I  remember,  five  or  fix  public  friend* 
-belonging  thereunto.  The: next  meetingjl 
had  was  a  fmall  one  at  Bolton  5  truth  fa*- 
voured  with  a  eomfortable  degree  of  open?- 
nefs  thereiui  "Thence  I  went  to  Wigtca^ 
and  attended  bdth  tbfeir  meetings  >  on  finftf- 
day ;  it  was  an  exceeding  painful  exercffim^ 
timfe.  My  mouth  Wasj  as  it  were, ,  clofea 
iip  iii  mournful  filence,  yet  not  -  witho\at 
d  prdtty  clear  view  and  fenfe  of  "the  forrow*- 
ful  ftates  of  thofe  amongft  them  who,  had 
-been  tlie  principal  eauf&  ofi.the  deadi<:.and 
"tiiifetT'  which  I  feltj  I  faie^  mhsa.  they  were 
'doing  iii  the  dark,  as  it  'kcra^  throughjthe 
■hole  in  the'walh  O!  wliat  a  great  fiiare 
bright  genius,  and  extenfivetnatural  abilities 
afe  to  fome,  when  they  are  deluded  by  Satah 
to  truft  in  them,  and  prelivnptuoufly  to 
diiiaginej  they  are  fufficient  to  janfwer  every 
purpo/e  for  guidance  and  Ijelp  .tu>t  only  ih 
itgiliporal  but  Spiritual  things,  without  fupeb- 
natural  and  divine  aid  immediately  commu*- 
liicated*  I  have  aaet  ■  with  lio  ftace  more  at 
enmityj  nor  in  greater  oppofition  to  the  truth; 
nor  from  whofe  fpirpits  more  pain  and  difbrfife 
is  to  be  met  with,  than  from  thefe  worldly  wife 
and  felfs-iilffiGient  people,  a  who,,  no  doubj^ 

would 
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would  deride  this  obferradqii',  or  any  tBing 
elie  that  afTerts  an  inward  fenfe  of  things* 
They  are  very  much  duz  of  the  way  of  being 
fieajduei  unto  and  helped;  therefore  they 
are  in  great  danger  of  *^  being  le,fc<i  alone, 
that  they  may  wonder  and  perifli*  a  t'ffin- 
cerely  wifti,  that  the  tender-hearted,  both 
youth  and  others,  may  be^preferved  front 
the  infedion  of  that  vpoifons  of  afps  which 
is  under  their  tongues.  ^  Next  day  I  had  a 
.poor  fmall  femeeting  at  Kirkbright,  where 
my  bufii^efe  was  to  example  them  with 
filence.  From  thence  to  Moor-houfe,  i  where 
J  had  fome  opennefs  and  fetisfaAion^  though 
things  w^rebut  low->as  to  religion  in  that 
-meeting.  The  next  meeting  was^  in  the 
city,  of  GaiJIiflej  my  way  was  clofed  up  ia 
ipainfal  Cilmse.  1  had  a  fmall  open  meet^ 
ing  next  •  day  >  at  Scotbyi  then  went  to  a 
"meeting  at  So wport,*  where  there  were  but 
:few  friends,  and  things  very  low  amongft 
ithemviiasito  the-  life  and  •  fqnfible  uiider^ 
iftanding  of  religion  5  but  there  came  ip  many 
of  the  neighbours,  towards  whom  , I  found 
^reat  opennefs  to  declare  the  truth,  and  it 
■was-  a  good  meeting.  I  went  riext  to 
iKirklington,  or  the  border  meetings  being 
on  a .  iirft-day.  Friends  having  without 
my  knowledge,  given  notice  to  their  neigh- 
bours, and  to  divers 'people  of  account  in 
the  world ;  it  is  likely  they  expedled  great 
things  from- one. come  fo  far  to  vifit  them; 
-ttnd  :fome  perhaps  -hoped  to  get  credit,  by 
»^ki>-  -  that 
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that  day's  work ;  but  we  fee  fometimes,  when 
maa  appoints,  the  Lord  difappoints;  which 
iti  the  iiTue,  feems  to  have  been  the  cafe 
here;  as  I  fat  the ;  meeting,  ,  (which  was 
very  large)  throughout  in  lilence,  to  the 
great  mortification,  of  many  prefent,  fbme 
of  whom,  one  might  Have  exjpedted  frora 
their  appearance  and.  pretenfions,  .to  have 
better  underftood  the  nature  of  fpiritual 
wOrfliip,  than  to  have  been  fo  anxious  after 
words  or  outward  declarations  ;  it  proved, 
I  think,  as  painful  and  exercifing  a  meet- 
ing as  ever  I  knew,  to  which. the  expect 
tations  of  friends  and  others  did  not  a  little 
contribute.  At  the  conclufion,  I  was  fully 
fatisfied  I  had  difcharged  the  fervice  requir- 
ed of  me  that  day,  in  an  exampk  of  iilence, 
in  which  I  had  peace.  I  could  perceive 
great  uneafinefs  in  many  under,  our  name, 
at  the  filence  of  the  meeting.  It  evidently 
difcovers  a  mournful  degeneracy,  feeing 
filent  worfhip  is  fo  dire(ftly  confiftent  with 
our  .  Chriftian  profeiTion  of  the  inward 
teachings  of  the  grace  of  God  that  brings 
falvation,  which  hath  appeared  to  all  men, 
-and  teaches  all  thofe  who  diligently  hearken 
thereunto,  that  no  time  is  more  fuitable  than 
when  aflembled  together,  unitedly  to  wait  for 
this  bleffed  teaching,  and  thereby,  a  renewal 
of  our  ftrength.  How  abfurd  then  is  it,  for 
thofe  who  profefs  this  teaching  and  accefe 
to  the  fountain  of  all  good,  to  depart  theref- 
from  and  gaze  at  the  clouds,  or  -depend  on 

the 
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the  conduits  and  ■water" fpouts,  as  if  it  was 
in  their  powei'  to  fill  themfelves,  and  fo  to 
fupply  all  their  wants?  for  although  they 
have  at  times,-  by  the;Lord  of  all,  been 
ufed  as  a  means  for  our  help  and  edification,' 
yet  fuch  means  or  helps  are  not  fo  efTen- 
tially  neceillvry  to  the  fpiritual  worfhip  pro- 
feffed  by.  us  as  ji  people,  but  that  it  niay 
be  as  effedlually,  and  confequently  as  ac- 
ceptably performed  without  them,  in  an 
awful  folemn  fiience:  than  which  nothing 
can  be  more  reaching  and  convincing  to 
thofe  in  wliom  the  divine  withefs  is  re- 
garded, atid  which  may  alfo  tend  greatly  to 
raife  that  in  the  minds  of  •  fuch  where  it  is 
depreiTed.  Some  have  remarked,  that  thofe 
who  have  been  convinced  in  the  fiience  of 
our  meetings,  have  generally  flood  theii* 
ground  in  religion  beft.  The  reafon  is 
"plain,  becjiufe  they  have  at  the  very  firfl:  laid 
hold  of  and  embraced  the  very  fiibftance  of 
religion;  whereas,  the  underftanding  may 
be,  in  a  great  meafure  convinced  by.  tefti- 
mony,  and  the  mind  much  tendered  and 
affedled  with  lively  declarations  of  the  truth ; 
but  aU  this  goes  off  fooner,  and  will  leave  fuch 
minds  deftitute,  unlefs  they  happily  come  to 
be  fixed  under  the  teachings  of  the  grace  of 
God  in  themfelves,  and  have  to  fit  under 
their  o^wxa  vine,  and  under  their  own  fig- 
tree,  where  none  can  make  thenx  afraid. 
None  need  be  alhamed  of  a  folemn  awful 
fiience  before  Qod,  i  and  in  the  fight  of  men ; 
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feeking  the  Lord,  who  will  be  found  of 
all  fuch,  arid  will,  by  his  fecret  invifible 
power, ,  vindicate  that  fort  of  filence  in  the 
hearts  pf  all  whofuffer  his  pure  witnefs'to 
arife.  All  who  rejedl  the  voice  of  this 
holy  witnefs,  may  juftly  be  difregarded  by 
God's  people, .  fo  as  not  to  be  difcouraged 
by^  what  they  fay  on  that  account. '  JBiit  on 
the  other  hand,  when  aijy  thing  of  this 
nature  is  done  in  the  form  and  by  way  of 
imitation  only,  there  being  nothing  fuper- 
natural  to  fupport  and  defend- the  fame,  it 
muft  neceffarily  fall  under  contempt,  and"* 
hke  the  fait  that  hath  loft  its  favoyr,  will 
be  trodden  under  the  feet  of  men.  That 
fcfipture  paffage  is  very  obfervable,  where 
fome  undertook  to  caft  out  devils  in  the 
name  of  Jefus,  whom  Paul  preached.  It  is 
plain  the  evil  fpirits  knew,  notwithftanding 
their  pretences,  that  they  wanted  power  to 
fubjed:  them;  and  therefore  anfwered  thefe 
imitators  and  pretenders,  "  Jefus  I  know, 
"  and  Paul  I  know,  but  who  are  ye  ?  and 
*'  the  man  in  whom  the  evil  fpirit  was^ 
*'  leaped:  upon  them,  and  prevailed  againft 
*'  themj  fo  that  they  fled  out  of  the  houfe 
*'  naked  and  wounded."  I  injftance  this 
paiTage  to  fhew  how  inefEcacious  imita- 
tion is :  they  would  do  well  to  confider  this, 
who,  upott-  a  ferious  examination,  do  not 
find  the  Lord  with  them  in  their  religious' 
performances;  for  afTuredly  nothing  c.ln. 
ft  and  approved  in  his  fight,  nor  maintam' 
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q.  dignity  worthy  of  him,    in  this  Hate  of 
probation,  but  the  feal  produ<3:  of  his  owri 
fpirit  in  us;    therefore,  let  all  who  profefs 
fjjmtual . worfhip,  greatly  df  ^ad  being  found 
ix^^nfelefs  ftupid  filence,  although  it  be  in 
ti^gf  very  fame  form  the  people  of  Gjod  have 
Ij^een,  and  are  ftill  led  into ;  knowing,  ..that 
the  beft  and  moflt  confiftent  form  is   alto- 
gether contemptible   without  the  h^av^enly 
power.     I  felt  and  perceived  divers  of  them 
were  much  offended  with  me,  for  abiding 
in  that  ftation  the  Lord  placed  me  in  thac 
day,  which  they  did  not  altogether  forbear 
letting  me  know  by  words;    neither  did  I 
let  them  pafs  without  fome  clbfe  rema^rks  on 
their  forrowfoll  ftate   and   great ,  blindnefs. 
In  about'  a  week  after,.  I  received  a  long, 
letter  upon  the  fubjecS,    from  one,  fetting 
forth   amongft  other  'things,     how  great  a 
my  fiery  it  was.  to  him,  that  a  perfon  in  my 
fkation,  travelling  from  one  nation  to  ano- 
ther, fhould  difa;ppoiht  people^   friends  and 
others,  by '  ftich  unaccountable  filenee ;  had 
not  I  difcovered  fufficient  caufe  to   believe 
.this  friend  was  npt  then  What  he  had  been, 
his  letter  would  have  been  as  great  a  my  fiery 
to   me  as  my  filence  in  that  meeting  was  to 
him.     When  I  had  perufed  the  faid  letter, 
I  was .  mofl  eafy  to  let  it  pafs  as  not  worth 
anfwering,     This'  was  a  time  of  very  great 
anxiety  to  my  mind,  arid  I  have  made  the  a- 
b»ve  remarks  thereon,  as  I  felt  my  mind  open- 
ed thereunto ;   for  no  other  reafon,  than  as  4  ■ 
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tautioft  bt  warning  to  all  profeffors  of  th« 
blelVed  truth  into  whofe  bands  this  may 
come,  that  they  m^y  watch  and  pray  con- 
tinually; kft,  by  departing  from  the  pure 
leadings  of  triith  in  chemfelves,  they  fall 
Into  the  like  abfurdities;  manifefting  to 
others,  that  they  are  but  mere  ^etea%rs 
to  fpiritual  worihip  j  and  alfo  for  enc^U* 
Y&gemetlt  to  painful  travellers  in  the  woji; 
of  the  gofpel,  fwhofe  lot,  in  the.  cburfe  of 
their  ferviccj  may  fall  anaongft  fuch,  to 
whomt  they  may  be  as  figns  and  gazingf 
flocks,  becaufe  their  time  is  not "  always 
ready.  What  makes  fuch^xamples  more 
neceffary  in  fome  places^  is  the  hia£j  for- 
wardnefs  of  unfkilful  minifters  amOngi; 
themfelves,  who  may  be  too  apt  to  fee4 
the  people  with  a  multitude  of  words;  per- 
haps frequently  recommending  filerice  in 
words,  but  not  fufficiently  by  exa,mple. 
I  have  feen  it  much  my  place,  efpedaMy 
at  home,  to  fliew  /riends  by  my  exaraple, 
the  benefit  and  neceffity  of  filence,  ^nd,  as 
it  were,  to  lead  them  into  it.  And  as  may 
be  feen  by  this  account,  I  many  time* 
foimd  it  my  duty  to  fit  meetings  appointee^ 
for  me  in  filence ;  (being  at  times  greatly  dif- 
treffed  in  a  fenfe  of  the  ffcates  of  the  people-,) 
like  a  fign  unto  them,  of  what  they  ought 
to  be  more  in  the  pi  adlice  of.  This  indeed 
tvas  no  eafy  tafk  to  flefli,  as  the  expedlation  of 
people  was  greatly  towards  me,  being  cdltoe 
from  far  to  vifit  them ;    yet   there  was  no 
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remedy  but  patience  and  refignation  to 
the  divine  will,  without  whole  affiftance, 
I ,  knew  it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  any 
tyU^  by  Way  of  miniftry. -'  My  way  ©f 
traTelling  ,as  above  hinted,  ofteri  filent, , 
was  iooteed  upon  then  by  many,",  as 'a 
ftfange  and  unufual  thing;  but  Ibme 
others  hav^e  been  led  pretty  much  in  the 
fame  track;  however,  I  had  moflly  great 
peace,  and,  inward  ftrength  to  (land  my 
grovind  therein,  as  all  will  who  follow  the 
Lord  '  whitherfoever/  he  fhall  be  pleafed  to 
lead  them. 

I  had  a  meeting  on  third-day  at  the  houfe 
of  Cuthbert  Wigham  in'  Northumber- 
land, whieh  w^s  a  fweet  refrelhing  time, 
and  tended  much  to  ftrengthen  and  revive 
my  drooping  fpirit.  Next  day  I  had  ,a 
pretty  open  ferviceable  meeting  at  Allondale, 
Froni  thence  to  Alftonmoor,  where  the 
Lord  was  pleafed  to  favour  me  with  a  tho- 
rough roufing  .opportunity,  and  God's 
everlafting  truth  was  exalted.  The  next 
meeting  I  had  was  at  Penrith,  where  things 
appeared  to  me  but  low.  I  went  from  thence 
to  Coldbeck,  and  was  at  their  meeting  on 
firft-'day.  It  was  a  very  hard  diftreffing 
time.  There  I  felt,  as  I  thought,  fome 
of  thbfe  h3,rd  dark  fpirits,  which  ijadocca- 
fioned  great  anxiety  at  fundry  places  in  that 
county;  who  might,  as  I  apprehended,  be 
cdm.pared  to  the  bulls  of  Baihan  that  cbm- 
pafTed  Davi^  about.     It  is  likely  they  would^ 
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fcofF  at  the  expreffion  of  their  ^irits  being 
fel%vbut  the  time  will  fbon  overtake   thenf 
^yherein  their  fpirits  will  feel,  though  now 
perhaps     in  a  great  meafure    paft  feeling. 
Next  day*  I  had  a  fmall    but   pretty    open 
meeting    at     Maffdale.      From    thence    to 
Terril,  where  I  had  a  good  open  fatisfa<3:Qii^ 
meetijigji  truth  being  exalted    and    friends 
comforted.    -The  next 'meeting  was  Strick- 
land,   which   was  but  fraall    yet    to  good 
fatisfa<3:ion.      I  went  from  thence  to  Ken-^ 
dal,  and  attended  their  meetings  on  fixth-r 
day,    firft-day,    and  third-day.      Mcift   of 
them  'were   to   me   trying  laborious  meet-^; 
ings.     I  was  not  much  opened  as  to  mini-^ 
flry.      Friends  in   many   places   had   need; 
to  be  brought  from  words,  to  the  one  eter*s 
nal   infpeaking   word.      On   fourth-day  at 
Yealand  in  Lgncafhire,    I  had  a  clqfe  fearch* 
jng  meeting.  *  The  next  day  I  was  favoured 
with   an   open   comfoi;table '  time  at  Wray 
meeting.     From  thgnce  I  went  to  Benthanil,' 
where  truth  afTifted  to  difcharge  what  I  ha4 
before  me,    to  a  gpiaid  degree  of  fatisfa^ 
tion.      From   thence   to   Settle,     where  on 
firft-day  we  virere  favoured  with  a  preci'dlM 
open   meeting.      The   teftimony    of    tmm 
went  forth  freely    and  affe«5lingly,     to  the 
tendering  many  hearts:  Praifes  and  thankfr 
giving  to  the  Lord  for  the  fame.     Next  day. 
1  had  a  fmall  but  a  .very  open  meeting  afi 
Monybent.     From  thence^  to  Soly  meetirt^ 
^hic|i  apj)eared  to  me  in  a  very  weak,  low 
/    .  condition. 
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condition,''  as  little  of  the  life  of  religion  was 
to  be  found  therein.  After  meeting  I  went 
to  the  houfe  of  my  kind  friends  Jonathan 
and  Margaret  Raine;  and  from,  thence  to 
Marfden  Height  meeting,  in  which  the 
Lord's  power  was  livingly  felt,  whereby 
the  teftimony  of  truth  was  delivered  with 
clearnefs  and  good  demonftration.  Next- day 
had  a  meeting  at  Trawden.  ,  On  firft-day 
I  went  again  to  Marfden  meeting,  which 
was  a  thorough  good  opportunity,  and  wc 
were  fweetly  Comforted  together. 

Being  now  pretty  much  fatigued  with 
conftant  travelling  and  clofe  labbur, .  I  refled 
at  Jonathan  Raine's  about  a  week,  and 
|hen  went  to  a  large  meeting  of  friends  iii 
Latherfdale,  where  I  was  much  favoured, 
and  largely  opened  to  deliver  the  dodlrines 
of  truth,  with  good  demonftration,  and  to 
my  own  peace.  The  next  day  I  had  a  com- 
fortable open  meeting  at  Airton ;  my  friend 
Jonathan  Raine  bearing  me  company.  From 
thence  to  Skipton,  and  had  a  meeting; 
things  were  but  low.  I  had  that  evening 
a  good  open  opportunity  amongft  Our  wor- 
thy friend  David  Hall's  fcholars.  Thence 
1  went  and  had  a  meeting 'at  Fairfield,  wjiich 
was'  fmall,  but  pretty  open  and  I  hope  fer- 
viceable.  The  next  meeting  was  at  Ne- 
therfdale,  where  I  had  very  laborious  fearch- 
ing  work ;  the  teftimony  was  clofe  and 
ftiarp  againlt  formal  profeflbrs,  yet,  through 
4ivine  favour,  I  was  enabled  to  get  through 

Vo 


144        The    JOURNAL    of 

to  very  good  fatisfad^ion,  and  the  meeting 
ended  comfortably.  I  went  from  thence  to 
Afquith,  where  was  a  fmall  open  meeting. 
The  next  meeting  was  at  Rodan,  and  being 
on  a  firft-day,  it  was  very  large :  a  plaiii 
folid  body  of  friends  belonged  thereunto. 
We  were  favoured  with  an  open  meeting, 
the  teftimony  of  truth  being  exalted.  Next 
day  I  had  a  very  comfortable  open  meeting 
at  Bradford,  and  went  to  Keighley,  which 
was  alfo  an  open  fatisfadlory  meeting.  There 
I  received  from  my  worthy  frtend  David 
Hall,  by  the  hands  of  his  wife,  a  truly  fub- 
ftantial  and  encouraging  letter:  as  it  con-- 
tains  matter  of  weighty  inftrudlion,  I  wil- 
lingly give  it  a  place  here,  not  doubting 
but  it  will  be  very  agreeable  to  fome  read' 
ers,  and  think  it  cannot  hurt  any. 


Efteemed  and  well-beloved  Friend, 

IN  the  fweet  fpirit,  and  fellowfliip  of  the 
everlafting  and  glorious  gofpel  of  peace, 
I  hereby  kindly  falute  thee,  and  thy  dear 
companion  and  fellow-labourer  in  the  acr 
ceptable  work  thou  art  now  engaged  in; 
not  forgetting  his  worthy  confort  Margaret, 
when  thou  feeft  her.  Be  not  at  all  difcou- 
raged  on  any  account,  for  I  truft,  thy  good 
Lord  and  mafler  whom  thou  ferves,  who 
made  thee  willing  to  leave  thy  outward  habi- 
tation and  little  ones,  and  to  traverfe  the 
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rugged  ocean  with  thy  lif^  in  thy  hand,  as 
an  amljaffador  in  Chrifl's  Head,  to  preach 
glad  tidings  of  gotad  things- to  the  meek;  to 
call  upon  and  roufe  the  iiodolent  and  care- 
lesfe^to  diredi  the  llraying  fheep  unto  the 
folcfiof  reft;  to  raife  the  drooping  ones 
that  are  now  too  low,  and  endeavour  (to 
bring  down  the  lofty  that  are  too  high, 
to  the  trvie  centre,  even  the.midft  of  the 
path  of  judgment :  in  fliort,  to  bring  unto 
us  the  pledges  of  diy  mafter's  love  and 
thine,  aad  to  receive  otM-s;  who,  after  he 
had  in  his  wifdora  and'  counfel,  fuffered 
thee  to  be  tadisen  captive  for  the  trial  ;of 
thy  faith,  in  naercy  ranfomed  thee  as  an 
Evidence  of  his  power,  will  nevef  leave  thee 
(nor  foffake  thee.  I  have  unity  with  thy 
ipirit,  gift,  and  with  the  manner  of  the 
adminiftration  thereof.  I  intreat  thee,  dear 
-brother,  keep  to  thy  fteady  bottom  way. 
The  prefent  flate  of  the  church  loudly  calls 
upon  us,  for  the  entire  refignation,  faidi, 
ihope,  charity,  and  patience  of  the  minifters 
^of  the  gofpel. 

*  The  djverfities  of- gifts.,  operations,  and 
•^^dminiftrations,  from  the  one  fpirit,  are 
beautiful  and  ferviceable>:  as  the  ftars  in 
the  firmament  are  not  all  of  one  magnitude, 
have  not  all  one  ftation  nor  degree  of  luf- 
tre,  but  are  each  ornameHtal  and  fer vice- 
able  in  their  refpedli^  places  and  feaCons. 
The  Lord  blefs  thee,  be  thv  Ihield  and  ex-r 
-cfeeding  -great  reward  in  time  here,  and  in 
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eternity  hereafter.  Now  as  the  apoftle,  in 
a  paternal  way,  advifed  his  fon  Timothy,  to 
drink  no  longer  water,  but  ufe  a  little  wine 
for  his  ftomach's  fake  and  his  often  infir- 
mities: I  defire,  as  thou  ferveft  not  an 
auftere  man  or  hard  mafter,  but  the  moft 
merciful  and  bountiful  King  of  Kings  and 
Lord  of  Lords,  thou  wilt  take  due  care  of 
thyfelf,  and  rightly  confider  thy  conftitu- 
tion.  Do  not  drive  on  too  faft  in  this 
cold  climate  and  feafon  of  the  year;  con- 
fider, nets  are  not  always  to  be  fpread  ar^d 
caft  into  the  fea,  but  fometimes  to  be 
mended  and  repaired.  Thou  finds  the  good 
feed  lies  low  in  many  bofoms,  and  many 
meetings ;  experience  teaches  thee,  that 
where  and  when  our  mafter  fuffers ;  who 
faid,  where  I  am,  there  fhall  my  fervant 
be ;  we  ought  to  be  content  to  fufFer  with 
him;  that  when  he  reigns,  we  may  alfb 
reign  with  him :  fliall  the  fervant  think  to 
reign,  when  and  where  his  Lord  and  mafter 
fufFereth  ?  There  are,  my  dear  friend,  thou 
knoweft,  times  of  fitting  at  the  'king's- 
gate;  a  fafe,  honourable,  and  profitable 
fituation,  previous  to  advancement:  they 
that  are  faithful  in  this  low,  fafe  fitting,  ia 
due  time  receive  a  call  from  the  king  to 
put  on  his  royal  robes,  mount  his  horfe 
and  ride  around,  which  is  a  high  dignity, 
and  a  high  day ;  yet  thofe  fo  favoured,  muft 
not  expedl  always  to  fit  in  tha.t  faddle,  nor 
always  to  be  cloathed  with  that  royal  ap- 
parel, 


JOHN    GRIFFITH.        ^47 

parelj  but  as  certainly  difmotint,  as  ever 
they  mounted;  and  muft  by  no  means  for- 
get the  road  to  the  honourable  king's-gate^ 
and  their  honourable  feat  there.  We  fhould 
be  glad  to  fee  thee  here  once  more.  Pray 
wi-ite  to  us.  My  wife  joins  with  hie  in 
dear  love  to  thee,  and  thofe  above-men- 
tioned. 

I  ini  thy  truly  affedlionate  friend, 

s*!pton,  the  19th  of  •)  David  Hall. 

joth  month,  1748-  i 

After  this  meeting,  I  ■^ent  home  with 
my  companion  Jonathan  Raine,  to  Traw* 
den.  From  thence  L  went  next  day  to 
Todmorden,  and  had  a  laborious  exercife* 
ing  meeting  there  j  yet  through  the  ex* 
tending  of  heavenly  help,  I  was  enabled  to 
difcharge  the  fervice  required,  to  mine  own 
cafe  and  comfort  in  a  good  degree.  I  had 
a  fmall  poor  meeting  at  Oldham  next  day ; 
filent  labour  feemed  to  be  my  proper  bu- 
linefs  therein.  On  firft-day,  the  25th  of 
loth  month,  I  went  to  Crofhawbooth  in 
Roffendale,  which  Vvas  a  pretty  large  meet- 
ing ;  but  I  was  in  fo  weak  a  ftate  of  body, 
being  much  fpent  with  travelling  and  deep 
clofe  labour,  having  for  fome  time  but  a  very 
poor  appetite,  that  my  fpirits  were  greatly 
exhaufled ;  fo  that  finding  my  mind  engaged 
in  that  meeting,  I  itood  up  in  order  to  de- 
liver what  iiemed  to  be  required,  but  was 
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obliged  foon  to  fit  down;  again,  being  ib 
very  weak  and  fpent  I  could  not  raife  my 
voice,  fo  as  to  be  heard.  I  then  concluded 
it  was  time  to  take  fome  reft,  in  ordor  to 
recover  ftrength  as  formerly  if  it  was  the 
Lord's  will,  which  I  did  not  then  much 
expert,  thinking  myfelf  far  gone;  nor 
indeed  did  I  delire  it ;  for  my  affli<5lions, 
feveral  v\rays,  about  that  time  were  very 
heavy,  which  made  me  weary  of  this 
world,  and  had  it  been  the  Lord's  will, 
£hould  hgve  been  glad  to  have  embraced 
death  rather  than  life ;  yet  I  endeavoured 
to  be  refigned  to  the  divine  will.  Great 
care  was  taken  of  nie  with  affectionate 
kindnefs,  by  my  worthy  friends  Jonathain 
Raine,  his  wife,  and  her  fiftqr  Ann  who 
then  lived  with  them;  haying  often  the 
company  of  that  valuable  family,  thq  Ec- 
rpjds  of  Edgend:  I  was  brought  very  new 
thefe  two  families  in  that  love  that  think- 
eth  no  evil;  being  by  illnefs,  <3r  rather 
weaknefe,  detained  there  about  nine  or  ten 
weeks.  It  was  an  exceeding  wet  feafoa; 
being  alfo  the  dead  of  winter,  yet  I  got 
moftly  out  to  their  meeting,  which,  was 
n^ar;  and  went  divers  times  to  MariHen- 
Height  meeting,  about  four  miles  off;  and 
once  to  Skipton,  and  Lotherdale,  about 
eight  or  ten  miles  off:  in  moft  of  which 
meetings  the  Lord  was  with  me  tQ  my 
great  comfort,  enlarging  my  heart  in  fqr- 
vice  for  him  and  his  people,  tq  my  fatis- 
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fadl'ion  and  encouragement.  As  fdon  as  I 
was  pretty  well  recovered  and  the  weather 
more  fit  to  travel  in,  I  let  out  for  Lan- 
cafter;  my  kind  friend  Jonathan  Raine 
bearing  me  company,  and  attended  both 
their  meetings  on  firft-day;  being  painful 
and  laborious.  I  had  nothing  given  me  to 
deliver  by  way  of  public  teftimony ;  divers 
friends  there  appeared  to  me  then,  and  more 
lince,  lively  and  fenfible  of  the  work  of  true 
religion ;  yet  I  apprehend,  the  expecftatiois 
of  too  many  were  out  after  words  that  day, 
which  was  to  be  difappointed.  O  caac  all 
were  really  turned  to  the  more  fure  word, 
that  they  might  never  be  difappointed !  I 
was  next  day  at  their  monthly-meeting  of 
bufinefs,  which  was  low,  truth  not  having 
much  dominion  thereini  I  went  to  Wyerf* 
dale,  and  had  a  pretty  open  meeting ;  re- 
turned to  Lancafter,  where  next  day,  we 
were  through  divine  goodnefs,  favoured 
with  a  heavenly  baptizing  meeting,  to  our 
great  joy  in  reverent  thankfulnefs ;  friends 
being  fweetly  united  in  the  precious  enjoy- 
ment of  the  pure  love  and  goodnefs  of 
God;  having  an  additional  confirmation j 
that  when  the  Lord  is  pleafed  to  fhut^ 
none  can  open,  and  when  he  is  pleafed  to 
open,  none  can  fliut.  As  there  had  been 
very  little  opennefs  at  divers  meetings  there 
before,  and  at  this  the  Lord  opened  places 
of  brOad  rivers  and  dreams,  to  the  unfpeak- 
able  pleafure   and   refreftiment   of  thirfty 

fouls  J 


J50        The    JOURNAL    of 

fouls;  in  a  fenfe  thereof  I  took  my.  leave 
of  friends,  being  accompanied  by my  efteem- 
ed  friends  William  Backhoufe  and  Jona- 
than Raine.  We  had  a  pretty  open  com- 
fortable meeting  at  the  Fylde.  Next  day 
had  a  thorough  awakening  opportunity  at 
'Freckleton,  being  enabled  to  divide  the 
word  with  great  plainnels  to  their  dates; 
wherein  I  had  eafe  and  peace.  We  then 
went  to  Prefton,  where  the  number  of 
friends  was  exceeding  fmall,  and  but  little, 
to  be  felt  of  a  fpiritual  travail  or  lively  fenfe 
of  religion  amongfl  thofe  few,  there  hav- 
ing been  a  mournful  declenfion ;  yet  I  found 
the  Lord's  merciful  loving-kindnefs  gra- 
cioufly  extended  towards  them  for  their 
help  and  recovery,  From  Prefton  I  went 
to  the  following  meetings,  viz.  Cappul, 
Afhton,  BickerftafF,  and  Leverpool:  in  all 
•which,  the  Lord  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
afford  wifdom  and  ftrength,  to  open  doc-»- 
trine  and  counfel  for  the  ftirring  ud  care^- 
lefs  lukewarm  profeflbrs,  as  well  as  to 
the  encouragement  and  edification  of  the 
jfincere-hearted,  alfo  to  mine  own  eafe  and 
peace  in  a  good  degree.  I  went  from  Lever-^ 
pool  to  the  houfe  of  Gilbert  Thompfon^ 
and  was  at  Penketh  meeting  on  firft-day; 
where  my  fpirit  was  deeply  afBidled,  under 
a  fenfe  of  too  many  profeflbrs  fitting  dowa 
at  eafe,  feeking  to  be  fed  with  words  "and 
outward  declarations  concerning  the  things 
of    God.      I   have    found  this,   much    the 
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cafe  at  fome  pUces  where  eminent  in- 
ftruments  have  dwelt,;  Friends  have  £vl£-^ 
fered  their  minds  to  be  too  much  drawn 
fr&tk  a  diligent  fpiritual  labour,  .to  receive 
the  bread  and  water  of  life  iminediately 
from  tjie  fountain  thereof;  and  depended 
upon  the  labowr  of  fuch  inftruments  who 
are  btst  as  clouds  or  water-fpouts ;  having 
no  power  to  fill  themfelves  nor  to  feed  the 
flock  profitably,  until  fur&iflied  for  that 
purpofe,  by  the  bounty  of  the  inexhauftible 
treafury  of  wifdom^  and  all-fuificiency. 
Here  the  foui^tain  is  forfafeen  for  the  ftreaui's 
fakej.  the  eye  being  more  to  the  gift  than 
the  give^,  which  is  an  abufe  of  the  gift j 
and  provokes  the  Lord  to  jealoufy ;  giving 
him  juft  caufe  to  withhold  fuch  inftrumen- 
tal  meaijis  frpm  people.  The  reafon  of  fuch 
a  dangerous  miftake,  to  me  is  obvious,  viz. 
becaufe  it  is  found  eafier  for  flefh,  to  receive 
by  fuch  a  medium;  "  Let  not  Qod  fpeak 
"unto  us,  left  we  die,  faid  the  people  of 
'*  Ifrael,  but""  let  Mofes  [the  inftrument] 
"  fpeak  unto  us."  There  is  a  life  that  ought 
to  die  on  the  crofsj  which  is  eafier  faved 
alive  uijder  teftimonies'  be  they,  ever  fo  fub- 
ftantial  and^  excellent,  thau  under  the  im- 
mediate teachings  of  Chrift;  whofe  voice 
is  as  a  fire  againft  evil  of  ev^,  Hnd,  and 
affords  no  pesce  after  it  is  diftjoverlij  until 
it  be  give#  up  for  d^ftrudlion,  and  t(^e 
purged  away  by  the  Ipirit  of  judgment  and 
Sl»rnin0.  .This  pui^  voice  fpeaics  tp  u%in 
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{uch  a  manner,  as  that  we  can  by  no  means 
turn  it  ofF  from  ourfelves  by  applying  it 
to  the-  ftates  of  others  ;  which  may  be  done 
tinder  the  moft  fearching  teftimonies ;  there 
being  a  partiality  to  ourfelves,  which, 
through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  the  heart,  wc 
are  but  too  apt  to  fall  into;  and  alfo  to  flat- 
ter ourfelves,  by  fuppofing  the  pleafure  we 
take  in  hearing  the  dodlrines  of  truth  de- 
livered, arifes  from  the  good  in  us,  when 
it  may  be  no  other  than  the  ftate  of  thofe^ 
to  whom  the  prophet  Ezekiel's  words  and 
declarations  were  as  a  lovely  fong,  of  one; 
that  hath  a  pleafamt  voice:  for  they  heard 
his  words,  it  feems,  with  pleafure,  but  did 
them  not ;  their  heart  going  flill  after  their 
covetoufnefs.  I  have  lengthened  this  re*- 
mark  the  more,  becaufe  of  the  very  hurt- 
ful confequenceB  I  often  have  fcen  and  feltj 
by  an  over-anxioufnefs  in  people  after  out- 
ward declarations ;  even  to  the  negled  of 
that  great  •  and  necejjary  work,  of  drawing 
near  to  God  with  true  hearts,  in  full  af- 
furance  of  faith ;  wherein  is  our  only  fafety 
■and  help.  May  this  confideration  deeply 
engage  all  minds  to  rectirn  unto  him,  the 
great  fhepherd  of  Ifrael,  who  puts  his  own 
fflieep  forth  and  goeth  before  them,  lead- 
ing into  green  paftures,  bringing  them  up 
frpm  the  wafhing-pool,  bearing  twins,  none 
being  barren  aiftongft  thetn.  I  found  it  my 
place  to  give  that  meeting  an  example  of 
|jl€rnce.       From    thensi    I   Went    to    their 
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TOondily-ni^eising  at  Har|^a\sr,^  "wherem.I 
fat  a  CQ»&ief able  time  in    fiknt  '  waiting 
upon    aad    feeking    tiie    Lord,    who   wa^ 
pieafed  in  lais  own  tinxe  to  open,  a  liviiiag 
ipting  of  roiniftry,  and  truth  greatly  pre- 
vailed,   to  the,  comfort  and  edification  of 
friends :  there  being  alfo  divers  not  of  our 
fociety  prefent  during  the  liaeeting  for  woc^ 
ihip,  anaongll  whom,  one,  who  exprefled  a 
fenfe  he  had"  of  an  awful  folemnity  to  be 
felt  in  the  meeting  before  any  words  were 
uttered,,  which  to  him,  exceeded  words,  01; 
outward  declarations,,  or  to  that  effe^l :  as  a 
feiend  toldme  afterwards.     This,,  doubtlefs-, 
would,  be  raucK  more  the  cafe  with  many 
w>ho  at  'times  come  9,mongft  us,  wiere  our 
religious,  meetings  Held  more  in  the  fenr 
fible  feeling  of  die  divine  power.,     From 
ihenee  I  went  to  Ma-nchefter,    and  had  a 
meeting  there,   which,  was  low  and  afflid:^ 
ing.,    Some  who   fhould.  have  been    wa.y- 
marks-  knd  leaders  of  the  flock,  not  keep- 
ing theLc  own  fpirits  in  due  fubjeftion  t® 
^lie  peaceable  fpirit  of  trmJij^  had  not  main,- 
t^inedjthe,  unity  thereof,,  ■\vhich,  is  thp  bond 
Qf  peace:    wher4bfy  that  meeting  was  hurt 
and,,the,  pernicious  eSk&i^  thereof  were  painj- 
£ully.  felt.      I   {kakd    until    their    fir.ft:-daiy 
Baeeting^,  wer^,  over,   where  die  Lord  w^rs- 
|>lmfe4  to  afford  fiifficient  amlityr  to  diir- 
c)3AVg^  tl^i  fecvice  rff|ii^ied»   to  miae^wn 
fij^fe  and  comfort^   in  a,  good:  degree,     I 
wenti  ||foin»  thence  to.-  Stockport   in;  Ghe- 
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fliire,  and  had  an  open  comfortable  meet-* 
ing,  to  the  reviving  of  thofe  few  who  la- 
boured to  keep  their  habitations  in  the 
truth,  and  warning  of  carelefs  profeflbrs. 
I  had  next  day  a  fmall  poor  meeting  at  Mac- 
clesfield, I  went  from  thence  to  Morley, 
where,  although  the  appearance  of  pro- 
feflbrs was  large,  yet  very  little  to  be  felt 
of  the  life  of  religion  amongft  them;  but 
inflead  thereof,  a  fenfe  of  death  and  dark- 
nefs,  occafioned  by  wrong  things.  I  had 
no  opennefs  at  that  time  to  adminifter  any 
thing,  but  an  example  of  filence.  I  had  a 
meeting  next  day  at  Frandley,  where  truth 
favoured  with  a  degree  of  opennefs.  I 
went  from  thence  to  Sutton,  where  things 
appeared  low:  I  found  it  my  place  to  fit 
the  whole  meeting  in  filence.  The  next 
meeting  was  at  Newton,  being  on  firft- 
day,  where  I  w^s  favoured  with  a  pretty 
thorough  opportunity  to  clear  myfelf.  Then 
went  to  Wefl-Chefter;  had  a  fmall  meeting 
there  in  filence,  and  things  appeared  very 
low.  The  next  day  I  had  a  good  fatisfac- 
tory  meeting  at  Namptwich ;  and  went  to 
Middlewich,  where  I  met  our  worthy  friend 
Jofhua  Toft.  The  meeting  was,  through 
divine  goodnefs  extended  for  our  help,  to 
pretty  good  fatisfadlion.  I  went  home  with 
the  above-mentioned  friend,  and  had  a 
meeting  next  day  at  Leek  in  StafFordlhire : 
I  fat  the  whole  time  in  filence ;  friends  ap- 
peared to  me,  in  too  general  a  way,  at  eafe 
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,Jn  an  empty  fofm  df  rdigion,  depending  dn 
the  labour  of  others.  I  went  iiext  day 
in  company  with  Jofhua  Tpftj  to  the  burial 
of  a  friend  at  Stafford ;  there  were  but  few 
of  our  fociety  thereabout,  but  many  others 
Came,  fome  of  whcim  were  Very  rude  and 
noify  in  the  meeting.  Our  way  was  quite, 
blocked  up  ag  to  miniftry.  L  returned  with 
Jafhua,  Toft  and  went  to  Leek  meeting  on 
nrft-day ,  wherein .  I  had  a  thorough  roufing 
opportunity;  truth  being  exalted,  and  the 
great  name  of  God  magnified',  who,  alone  is 
■tvofthy  for  ever.  I  went  from  thence  in 
company  with  my  dear  friend  Jolhua  Toft^ 
to 'the  quarterly- meeting  fof  Chelhire,  to  be 
Held  at  Middlewich :  infinite  kiridriefs  was 
greatly  manifefted  at  that  meeting,  for  the 
benefit  of  friends  in  general  and  the  en- 
couragement of  the  upright-hearted  in  par-* 
ticular.  Things  refpeding  truth  and  friends 
being  in  the  general,  Very  low  in  that  coun- 
ty; yet  the  Lord,  in  condefcending  kind- 
n^s,  extended  his  love  for  their  I'evival  and 
recovery.  Here  I  found  my  mind  engaged 
to  vifit  Morley  meeting  again,  the  aforefaid 
frieijd  joining  me  therein;  and  fending  no- 
tice by  fbme  friends  returning  from  the  quarr' 
terly-meeting ;  we  had  a.  Very  large  meeting, 
compofed  of  friends  and  others.?  I  |lad  tho- 
rough fervice  thertin ;  yet  near  the  coilclufion, 
not  fihdin^^my  mind  clear  of  thdfe  under  our 
profeffion,  others  were  defired  to  withdraw, 
which,  they  immediately  did,  .  Our  labour 

X    '  was 


1S(>        Tut    JOURNAL    OP 

was  very  clofe  and  fearching  amongft  thole 
'  under  the  profeffion  of  truth,  things  being 
jnuch  out  of  order;  undue  liberties  having 
crept  in.  The  Lord  favoured  me  with  wif^ 
dom  and  ftrength,  fo  to  difcharge  rnyfslf  of 
the  fervice  ,  required,  as  to  go  away  with  a 
peaceful  eafy  mind. 

I  hay^  now  to  give -an  account  of  an  un- 
cxpedled  turn  I  found  in  my  mind,  refpedl- 
ing  the  ccmrfe  I  was  to  fleer  in  my  travels. 
When  I  left  Lancafter  I  had  no  other  view 
than  to  vifit  meetings  agreeable  to  the 
foregoing  account,  and  to  proceed  in  .  a 
pretty  diredt  courfe  through  the  Midland. 
CQunties  towards  London.  But,  Very  con- 
trary to  my  expedlation,  I  found  my  yvay 
quite  blocjsed  up  and  flopped  as  to  what  is 
before  hinted,  and  another  opened  before 
me,  viz.  To  turn  into  Yorkfhire  again,  and 
take  nieetings  in  my  way  to  the  quarterly- 
meeting  there;  from  thence  to  Lancaflei' 
quarterly-meeting;  and  to  the  circulaf 
yearly-meeting  for  the  northern  counties, 
to  be  held  that  year  at  Kendal ;~  aft;er 
which,  to,  crofs  the  fea  for  Ireland.  But 
O,  the  clqfe  esercife  this  unloofced--for 
turn  brought  upon  my  mind :  not  fo  much 
out  of  reluctance  to  obey  the  Lord's  re- 
<|uii-ing,  pi^-ovided  I  was  -  favoured  with 
clear  certainty  thereof,  as  fears  of  being 
iniflaken ;  and  great  reafonings  there  were 
in  my  weaknefs;  yet  through  divine  favour, 
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I  was  enabled,  in  a  good  degree  to  get 
over  them,  and  to  yield  obedi^enqe  to  that 
v/hich  I  believed  was  required.  I  there- 
\ipon  acquainted  iny  friend  William  Back- 
houfe  with  the  time  I  purpofed  going  for 
Ireland,  as  he,  when  with  ine  in  the  Fylde 
country  of  Lancalliire,  had  fjgnified  his  de- 
'{ire  of  bearing  me  company  therein,  when 
1  found  it  my  diity  to  undertake  it;  al- 
though neither  he  nor  I  thought  then  it 
would  be  fo  foon;  however,  I  received 
his  anfwer,  that  he  intended  to  prepare 
ai'gainft  the  tinie  propofed,  in  order  to  bear 
me  company.  We  went  from  this  meeting 
to  Lowiightoh  in  Derbyfhire,  where  we 
were  favoured  with  a  good  open  meeting, 
and  fo  proceeded  over  the  mountains  of  Der- 
byfhire-Peak,  to  Sheffield  in  Yorkfhire; 
where  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  give  us  a 
very  gracious  confirming  meeting;  truth 
and  its'  teftimohy  being  greatly  exalted. 
This  blelled  opportunity  removed  all  my 
reafonings  and  fears  before  hinted;  for 
which  my  foul  was  humbly  thankful  to 
the  Lord,  my  alone  helper.  After  this 
meeting  my  much  efteemed  friend  Jofliua 
Toft  and  I  took  leave  of  each  other,  he 
returning  home.  I  went  with  our  worthy 
friend  John  Haflam  to  his  houfe  at  Handf- 
worth  Woodhoufe,  where  the  next  day  I 
had  a  very  open  fatisfadlory  meeting ;  the 
Lord  affording  dotSlrine  and  counfel  fuit- 
able    to  the  llates  of  thofe  few  belonging 
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to  that  meeting.  Wh6n  at  the  hop fe  of  my 
friend  before-mentioned,  my  minfi  was 
touched  with  fomething  like  his  bearing  me  - 
coinpany  to  York  and  from  thence  tp  Ken- 
dal yearly-HGH^ting,  which  I  informed.him 
of ; -but  he  mkde  very  light  of  it,  perhaps 
thinkihg  my  motive  was  only  for  the  fake 
of  havir^  his  company.  I  advifed  him  to 
take  with  him  fuch  .things  as  he  mi^ht 
think  neceflary,  in  cafe  he  was  to  go;  and 
if,  when  at  York,  he  found  no  fuch  con- 
cern, h?  might  then  return  hpme,  "We 
fet  out  together  for  York,  taking  .rneet,? 
ings  in  our  way,  at  NewelrGrange  and  Ba:^- 
ton,  which  were  precious  open  tinies ;  the 
life  and  power  of  truth  ^tteriding  to  our 
great  comfort.  We  travelled  on  tp  Leeds, 
and  lodged  at  our  worthy  friend  Chriftiana 
Hbrne's,  who  in  her  time  had  been  a  fucy 
cpurer  of  many  of  the  Lord's  meffengers, 
being  a  truly  open-hearted  wpm^n,  a  mo- 
ther in  our  Ifrael.  Bvit  fhe  did  hot  continue 
a  great  while  in  mutability  after  this.  Nfext 
day  we  proceeded  to  Tork,  and  attended 
the  quarterly-meeting;  biit'cannPt  Hrid  any 
memorandum  by  me'  of  its  ftate,  therefore 
have  but  little  to  fay  concernihg  it,  I  flaid 
over  their _firfl-day  meetings  at  York;  they 
were  hard  and  painful;  1  had  nothing  by 
way  of  teftimony,  fave  a  little,  at  one  of 
them.  My  truly  valuable  friend  John 
Haflam  acquainted  me,  that  what  I  had 
faid  to  him  at  his  own  houfb,'  of  bearing 
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me  company  to  Lancafter  quarterly-meet- 
ing   and    the    yearly-meeting    at    Kendal, 
had  laid  fuch  clofe  hold  of  his  mind  that- 
he  could   not   find  freedom   to   leave   me. 
He  faid  I  had,    by  thofe  few   expreffions, 
although  he  did  not .  much    regard  them, 
at  firft,  caft  fuch"  a  m-ajitle  over  him,  (or  to 
that  effed:)  that  he  found  he  muft  go  with 
me,    though   not  fo  vvell  provided  for  the 
journey  as.  he  could  defire.     We  Went  from 
York  to  tjur  friend  William  Hird's, ;  and 
from  thence;  to  David  Hall's, >  and  fb  to  the 
nionthly-meeting  at,  Settle;   ^  In  .the  after- 
noon the  fame  day,   we  were  at  the  burial 
of  a  friend  there,  which  was  an  open  fatit- 
fa(Elory  time,  truth  overfliadowing  thenieet- 
ing,  and  the  teftimony  thereof  was  exalted 
to  our  great  comfort.     Next  day  we  had 
a  pretty  open  comfortable  meeting  at  Ben- 
tham,  and  went  from'  thence  to  the  houfe 
of  our  friend  William  Backhoufe,    who  I 
expelled  to  find  pirepared  to   go  with,  me 
into  Ireland ;  but  to  my  no  fmall  furprize, 
I  found  he  had  reafoned  it. away,  under  an 
.^ipprehenfion  that  his  pf  opofal  pf  accompany- 
ing me  proceeded  more  from  his  love  to  me 
than  any  real  concern  at  that  time;     I  was 
fully  perfaaded  his  concern  was  right,  as  he 
had  acquainted  me  it  had  remained  on  his 
mind  tp  viiit  Ireland  again  for  jGppie  years : 
I  therefore  hacr"a -great  travail  iii  my  mind 
for  hini,    that  he  might  he  brought  to  a 
right  fehfe  and  diCcerning  of  the  Lord's  re- 
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quirings ;  being  fully  fatisfied  he  was  a  man 
of  fincerity,  who  would  not  wilfully  tranf- 
grefs. 

I  took  an  opportunity,  with  him  next 
morning,  and  his  concern  returning,  and  he 
abiding  fteadily  under  the  weight  thereof, 
afterwards  performed  the  faid  journey  to  his 
own  peace,  and  was  to  me  an  agreeable  friend 
and  fellow- labourer. .  Having  appointed  to 
meet  me  at  Whitehaven ;  we  went  from  his 
liDufe  to  Lancafter,  and  attended  their  meet- 
ings on  firft-day.  In  both  which  I  found  it 
my  bufinefs  to  fet  an  exanciple  of  filehcfe. 
I  was  taken  fuddenly  that  night  after  all 
were  a  bed,  w:ith.  an  uncommon  fwellin| 
in  my  throat,  not  much  unlike- a  quinfey; 
I  could  fcarcely  fwaOoW  liquids  for  fome 
time,  fo  that  it  feemed  very- probable  to 
thofe  about  me,  that  it  ^vould  foon  be  ovd: 
with  me,  as  to  this  world.  Concernin|; 
which,  I  was  very  eafy  in  my  mind.  A 
dodlor  was  quickly  fentfor;  by  whofecare, 
under  divine  favour,  I  foon  recovered*  fo 
as  to  attend  the  yearly- meeting  at  Kendal. 
It  was  very  large,  there  being  a  great  cbl- 
ledlion  of  friends  from  many  parts,  and  large 
numbers  of  people  of  other  focieties.  This 
meeting  was  divinely  favoured,  efpecially 
at  the  concluding  meeting,  wherein  God's 
everlafting  truth  triumphc^glorioufly,  and 
my  poor  depreffed  fpirit,*that  had  long 
waded  under  the  weight  of  wrong  things, 
was  raifed  into  comfortable  dominion,  ani 
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'obtained,  through  the  captain  of  our  falva- 
tion,  complete  vidlory  over  thofe  hard  un- 
mortified  fpirits,    undue  liberties,  and  car- 
nal lifelefs  profefTors,    I  had  long  m9urned 
under  a  painful  fti^fe  of,   in  my  northern 
travels;    now  I  was  fee  over  them  all,  for 
I   fenlibly  perceived,    and  livingly,  felt  his 
eternal  power  fet  over  all  wrong  fpirits,  and  ■ 
clearly  faw  the  Lamb  and  his  followers  will 
obtain  the  vicSlory:    and  although  it  hath 
been,  is,  and  will  be,   through  great  fuf- 
ferings;  yet  thofe  who  patiently  fuffer  with 
Chrift,    Ihall  alfo  reign   with   him.      This 
meeting  crowned   all   my  fervice   in  thofe 
parts ;  after  which  I  found  niy  mind  quite 
at  liberty  to  embark  for  Ireland.     I  fet  out, 
next  day  for  Whitehaven  in  company  with> 
my    good    friend    Ghriftopher  Wilfon;    at 
very  pleafant  journey  we  had,  in  that  fweet 
innocent  freedom  which  cloathed  our  fpirits, 
feeling  the  confolating  ftreams  of  that  river 
which  liiaketh  glad  the  city  of  God.     Here 
we,  in  degree,  enjoyed  the  new  heavens  and 
the  new  earth  whereii>  dwelleth  righteouf- 
nefs :    the  fruit  and  effedl  whereof  is  quiet-* 
nefs  and  alTurance  for  ever.     I  was  at  fard- 
ihaw  meeting,  l^irig  on  a  firft-day.     It  was 
a  precious   opportunity;    truth  was  greatly 
in    dominioii    and    its    teftimony  'exalted^ 
the  fincere-hearted  being  fweetly  comforted 
^nd  united  one  to  another.     The  next  day 
I  went  to  their  monthly- meeting,  and  had 
good  fervice,    both  in  the  meeting  of  wor- 
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fhip  and  that  for  tranfaclihg  the  affairs  of 
the  church.  The  weighty  fervice  of  vifit- 
ing  families  was  before  that  meeting,  and 
I  tinderftood  had  been  fdmetinie  obftru(fled 
by  fome  of  the  members,  to  the  concerfl 
and  uneafinefs  of  others.  It  Was  clear  to 
me,  wheh  it  came  to  be  weightily  donfider- 
ed,  that  the  power  and  virtue  of  truth  was 
livingly  with  the  promoters  of  fo  good  a 
work,  and  I  did^  fully  believe  the'  Lord 
Would  blefs  it  in  their  hands.  I  therefdiid 
endeavoured  to  lift  the  oppofite  fide  as  well 
as  I  could,  to  the  bottom,  and  found  very 
little  or  no  weight  in  what  they  had  to 
offer  againft  it.  Upon  which  they  were  ear^ 
ncftly  defired  not  to  hinder  the  fervice  of 
others,  in  that  important  work  that'liad 
£o  often  and  fo  evidently  been'  blefled,  al- 
thoughj-  they  might  be  unwilling  to  put 
their  own  hands  thereto.  Truth  arofe  and 
came  over  them,  fo  that  friends  at  that 
meeting  appointed  fifteen  or  fixteen  men 
and  women,  to,  go  in  feveral  companies 'on 
the  fervice,  as  that  monthly-meeting  is  large' 
in  its  extent.  This  afforded  great  relief 
and  fatisfadtion  to  the  fincere  travellersf, 
for  Sion's  profperity.  I  vKent  from  thfeiice 
accompanied  by  feveral  friehds,  to  White- 
haven, where  I  met  my  intended  compa- 
nion William  Backhoufe ; '  and  a  fhip  be- 
longing to  a  friend,  whofe  name  was 
James  Nicholfon,  being  ready  to  fail  far 
Dublin,  we  tvent  on  board  of  her,  the  igih. 
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<of  :the  2d  itvoHth,  i74-9r  ^^  ^^^  evenings 
and  were  foori  under  faiL  We  met  with. 
contrary  winds,  an(|ii  very  rough  uneafy  paf* 
fage  as  to  our  bodies;  being  five  days  and  as 
many  nights  before  we  landed*  What 
made  it  much  harder  for  WiUiam  and  me 
to  bear,  we  had  given  up  the  beds  prepar- 
ed for  us  to  two  women  friends  that  came  • 
on  board  and  were  unprovided,  they  being 
alio  very  fe,a-fick  mofl  of  the  time;  fb  w@ 
were  under  a  neGelTity  of  lying  down  on. 
the  cabin  floor  or  upon  fome  of  the  chefts, 
in  our  cloaths,  wliich  we  did  not  take  off 
all  the  while,  that  I  .  remember.  This 
proved  vei'y  trying  and  hard  to  us,  and 
greatly  fpent  and  fetigued  we  were  when 
we  landed  at  Dublin :  where  \^e  were  re* 
ceived  and  enitertained  with  affeclionate 
kindnefs  by  our  friend  Samuel  Jndd  and 
family,  at  whofe  houfe  we  lodged  whil^ 
in  that  eity.  The  half  year's  meeting  began 
in  the  morning  of  the  day  we  landed,  it 
being  afternoon  when  we  got  on  fhore. 

The  next  day  we  attended  two  meetings 
for  the  ^flPairs  of  the^^ureh;  and  Ij,m 
fully  perfuaded,  ^e-^e  was  a  faithful  e^r- 
eifed  j-emnant,  painfully  labouring  for  the 
reftoration  of  ancient  heauty  and  comelinefs, 
and  the  affairs  of  th^  church  were  tranf- 
adled  with  very  confiderabl?  order  and 
decency ; '  yet  my  fpirit  was,  as  it  w^re, 
xloathed  vvfith  deep  mourning,  and  much 
glpfed  up  in  painful  anxiety.     The  caufe 
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wheredf  I  did  i\at  then  diftindlly  uhtla*r 
iland;  but  whe'i^  I  had  travelled  th^i-Bfigll 
the  nation,  vlfiting  the  churches,  a'nSfaF- 
rowfully,  viewing  the  crHo}atioh&  thereof,  ffl]|r 
iufferings  in  fpirit  at  the  half  year's  ineetr 
ing  were  no  longer  a  myftery  to  me.  '  Tife 
'next  morning  wras  held 'a  general  liii?ge'  eoifl.- 
cluding  meeting  for  worlhip  and  iii  the 
afternaon  a  meeting  of  miniftei=s  atid 
'eiders;  at  bbth  which,  efpecialiy  tHe 
latter,  I  had  open  thorough  fervice;  as'alfo 
in  their  Week-day  meeting  at  Sycorinore^all^ 
on  fixth-day.  We  ftaid  at  Dublin  over  §i¥&^ 
day:  at  Meath-Street  in  the  morning  tie 
Lord  was  pleafed  to  furnifh  largely  with 
■matter,  and  utterance,  to  a  good  degree'df 
fatisfa^ion.  In  the  aftenibbn  at  Sye^iA8ii*e- 
alley,  1  found  it  my  duty  to  'fee  *^ent. 
On  fecond-day  we  fet  out  from  BtiMifl, 
accompanied  by  James  Evans  aad  wtft^,-  m 
order  to  vifit  the  following  meetings  ifi "otir 
^vay  towards  Cork,  viz.  Ballycane,  Wicfe- 
iow,  >  Errats,  Wrights,  eookdine,'  Ws* 
ford,  Larabfton,  Rofs,  Waterfordy^  Ctoh- 
mel,  Kiicomon,  Youghall,  and  fo  tb'iaoi'fe. 
We  found  things  very  low  indeed;  in  tfaofl 
of  the  faid  meetings;  my  labour  in  theia 
was  generally  fearching,  painful,  aad  laba* 
rious.  Truth  feldom  having  that  eaniiflS*Br 
able  dominion  (by  reafon  of  the  pFevalenae 
of  wrong  things)  as  was  earneftly  labotiin^ 
for,  both  by  us,  and  alfo  by  a  few'motina- 
ers  fgattered  up  aad  down  ia  thofe  'pa*^» 
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,who  waited  for,  and  ardently  fought  the 
profperity  of  Zion.  Such  can  only  rejoice 
when  the  righteous  feed  beareth-  rule.  We 
had  feveral  meetings  in  the  city  of  Cork, 
■where  there  is  a  confiderable  body  of  friends, 
as  to  number.  But  oh!  the  love  of  this 
world  and  other  undue  liberties,  hath  pre- 
vailed, to  the  great  hurt  of  the  fociety 
islj^ere  alfo.  „  Our  labour  was  for  the  moft 
part,  painful  and  exercifing  amongfl:  them, 
From  thence  we  went  to  Kilcomon  again  j 
fo  to  Cafhel,  Limerick,  Joriatjhan  Bar'ns's, 
and  Birr.  At  feveral  of  which  meetings  I 
Ibund  it  my  plaice  to  example  the  people 
with  filence,  which  was  the  cafe  at  Birr, 
having  (as  it  was  faid)  all  the  people  called 
M^thpdifls  reiiding  there,  and  their  preacher 
at  the  meeting;  than  whom,  I  think  nopeor 
ple  are  more  at  a  lofs  what  to  do  with  filenc? 
in  wor&ip;  I  am  perfuaded  there  have  beeQ 
awakenings  of  mercifjir  kindnefs .  to  them, 
and-  they  li^A'e  feen  the  neceffity  of  the  new» 
birth ;  but  their  notions  about  it  have  been 
for  the  moft  part,  in  the  airy  vifipnS-;  and 
fljghtinels  of  their  own  imaginations;  not 
coming^  to  ceafe  from  man,  or  frejrn  their 
own  wiljings  and  runnings.  Oh  that  they 
were  £o  happy  as  to  be  emptied!  that  God 
might  be  all  in  all,  working  in  them  the 
will  and  the  deed;  then  would  they  come, 
really  to  experience  true  poverty  of  fpirit, 
and  to  abhor  forward  a^live  felf,  whoffe  time 
i:S  always  ready.     In  this  fafe,  felf-denying 
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(ituation,  they  woulci  really  feel  an  abfolut^j 
iieceility  to  wait,    as  with  their  mouths  in 
th€  iiuft  before: the  Lord,,  until  he  Ihall  b'e> 
pleafed   to  arife  in  their  hearts;    whereby*/ 
all  his  and  their  enemies  would  be  fcatterei^ 
^hen   would   true   Worfhip   be   performedj 
and  they  eftablifhed  upon  the  immoveable 
rock  that  the  gates  of  hell  cannot  prevail 
againft.     After  Birr,    we  had  iiieetings  at 
the  Moat,  Old-Caftle,  Ballyhaife,  Coothill, 
and    Cafllelhane;     which    meetings    were;' 
moflly  fm^U  and.  painful;    truth  favouredi' 
with  a  degree  of  ftrength,    to  labour  feat* 
their  help  and  recovery ;  but,  alas  !  the  lifer, 
of  religion  appeared  to  be  at  a  very  low  ebki,;! 
The  next  meetings  we  had  were  at  Bally- 
hagen  and  ChaLrlemont,  which  wereilarge,?! 
yet  but  little  to  be  felt  of  the  life  of  teli- 
gioh  moving  or  ftirring  in  them ;  neither  ' 
did   there  appear    to    be    much  foundnefslt 
amongft  fome  of  the  Coremoll  raqk;  fevefal 
of    whom    having   adminiftered    caufe   of- 
Humbling   and   difcouragement    to   otheh^j 
it  had  a  bad  favour  and  influence;  inftead 
of  g;ithe'ring,  it  had  tended  to  fcatter  frdm^^ 
the  fold  of  Chrift's  flock.     I  had  very  elofe  f 
feafching-work  amongft  them,   in  order- to- 
bring  the  judgment  of  truth  pvei'  fuch,  asi 
the  Lord  was  pleafed  tp  open, my  way  and.! 
to  difcover  their  ftates  to  me,  being  altogetiv 
ther  without  any  outward  information  there*-;! 
pfi     i  under ftood  aftorwirds  fom^;of  thea|^| 
l-efented  it,    .though  they  .faid  nothing  tp 
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me  about  it ;  but  as  forhe  had  befof e,  fo  I' 
VKideiitood  one  or  more  of  them  did  fobn, 
a ner,:  manifeft  a  •  bafe  ungodly  fovxndation. 
We.  proceeded  troili  thence  to  take  the 
meetiiigf-' round  Lough  Neigh,  viz*' Tober- 
head,  G)[raine,  BalUnacre,  Grange,  and 
Aatrirfi;  waich  meetings  appeared  indeed 
aiiRolt  a  deibiatlon  with  refpedl  to  the  fen- 
fibie  poiieHlon  of  til'uth,  although  it  was 
profeifed  by  fbme.  A  time  of  deep  mourn- 
irig  and  diftrefs  it  was  to  my  foul,  to  view 
their  captivity  and'lofs,  which  themfelves 
did  not  feem  to  have  much  fenfe  of.  The 
next  meeting  was  Ballinderry,  being  very 
large,  but  heavy  and  painful;  yet  the  blet^ 
fed  power  of  truth  prevailed  in  a  good  de- 
gree. From  thence  we  went  to  the  follow- 
ing places  and  had  meetings,  viz..  Lifburn, 
Hiifborough,  Lurgin,  a'ndMoyallan;  where, 
although '  we  found  feme  true  mourners  in 
and  for  Zibn,  yet  the  bulk  of  the  lociety 
fefemed  to  love  the  world  and  the  things 
that  are  therein, ;  to  that  degree,  as  to  have 
very  little  tafte  or  reiifh  for  the  things  of 
God.  Even  fome  of  thofe,  who,  by  their 
ftaetibns  in  the  church,  ought  to  have  beeii 
lively ^xJamples  of  felf-denial  in  this  refpedl, 
appeared  to  be  as  deeply  plunged  into  tjiis 
mournful  caufe  of  defolation  as  any.  Alas ! 
wha,t  account  will"  they  have  to  gTve  of  their 
ftewardftiipi  when  the  chief  ihepherd  fhall 
appear.  From  this  place  we  croffed  the 
ppuntigr  to  Edenderry j  orice  remarkable  for 
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si  feVave,  lively  body  of  friends :  there  arc; 
now  a  large  number  of  profeirors  belonging 
toic;.  but^  alas!  the  gloi^y  is  much  depart- 
ed; and  the  fountain-  of  living  water  forfaH> 
ken  by  many.  Oh,  how  are  they  gone  into 
(tarptivity  by  the  muddy  waters,  of  Babylon! 
We  attended  their  meetiog  on  a  firft-day^ 
but  could  hear  no  melody  or  fong  of  Zion  j 
all  being  clofed  up,  and  our  harp*  hung,  aS 
k  were^  upon  the  willows.  It'wasatime 
®f  deep  filent  mourning.  About  the  time 
of  breaking  up  that  meeting,  it  livingly 
Sprung  in  my  mind,  that  as  they  had  re-* 
jecSled  abundant  favours  beftowed  upon  themt 
that  they  might  be  gathered  to  God,  fo  thd 
Lord  tvould  rejeft  many  of  them.  The 
next  meetings  we  had,  were  at  Timahoq 
Rathagon,  Moutit  Melick,  Mountrathj 
BalHnakill,  at  James  Huchefonts,  Carlo«^ 
KilConner,  and  the  province  meetirig  at 
Caftle  Dermbt.  Pain^  diftrefs,.  and'  ciofc 
labour,  either  in  teftimony,  or  an  exara^e 
of  lilence,  attended  in  the  laft-mentioned 
meetings ;  yet  the  Lord  was  a  gracious  fiip* 
port  through  all.  L  hope  our  deep  wadingg 
and  painful  fervice,  was  not  without  fome 
good  effe<3:B,  both  to  the  ftirring  up'  the 
Carelefs,.  and  confiforting  the  mourners'  in 
Zion.  I  had  very  clofe  fervice  at  the  pro* 
virtGe  meeting ;  yet,  by  divine  favour,  vfaS 
^carried  throi  gh  to  pretty  gpod  latisfaftion, 
and  I  believe  it  was  a  ferviceable  meeting  to 
many.     From  thence,  ia-  ©%r  ivay  to-  Bub- 


3m,  wc  had  meetiags  at  Athy,  Ballytore, 
and.  Bakybois,  which  were  yjery  fmall,  and 
true  religion  yery  low.  From  thence  we 
-went  to  Dublin,  intending  ihortly  to  em»- 
JbaiEk  for  England.  We  attended  the  meetr 
ings  in  the  city,  both  on  firft  and  other 
days  of  the  week  during  our  (lay,  but  I 
iiad  very  little  openjiefs  therein ;  being  made 
to  ihe  profelTors  as  a  fign  and  example  ol 
£leace  £rom  meeting  to  meeting.  '  Great 
indeed  were  niy  inward  diftrelTes,  on  accouiu 
of  the  naournful  declenfion  of  the  church  in 
Ireland:  the  Lord  knoweth,  and  was  my 
only  fupport  under  it.  Bleffed  be  his  name 
■for  ever!  Divers  there  were  amongft  themT 
■Jfelves,  vwho  greatly  lamented  it.  The  tra*- 
jsail  of  whole  pained  fouls,  I,  hope  the  Lord 
<3f  fabbaths  will  regard  in  his  own  time,  £c 
as  to  turn  his  hand  again  upon  a  greatly 
declined  church,  that  he  may,  by  the  fpirit 
lof  judgment  and  burning,  purely  purge 
away  her  drofs,  take  away  her  tin  and 
Teprobate  filver ;  that  her  judges  may  ht 
jreftored  as  at  the  firft,  and  her  counlellors 
as  at  the  beginning. 

i;  Jk  may  by  fome  be,  looked  upon  rathei 
imprudent,  to  lay  open  the  detedlion  and 
ipiritual  condition  or  ftate  of  our  fociety, 
which  depends  fo  much  upon  my  own  te^ 
jtimony  of  an  inward  fgnfe  given  me  thereoi 
in  my  travels.  In.;  the  firft  place,  no  othei 
jjerfon  can  do  it  for  nae,  and  I  cannot  find 
iia|r .  mind  eafy   that;  it:  ilaould   be  wholly 
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omitted. .  It  hath  been  fo  repeatedJy,  and 
with  fuch  clear  evidence  to  my  underlland- 
ing  confirmed,  that',  I  have  not  the  leaft 
doubt  of  what  I  write  in  that  refpedl ;  al- 
though it  be  with  a  confiderable  degree  of 
relujJIance,  yet  it  leems  my  way,  and  I  am 
not  ieafy  to  go  out  of  it;  intending  ho  other 
•hy  thofeclgfe  reinarks,  than  as  ieifons  of 
inftnidlion,  caution,  and  warning  to lucceed'^ 
ing  generations;  if,  when  I  am  removed 
hence,  this  be  looked  upon  worth  printing. 
So  far  I  may  add,  that  the  laying  open  the 
mournful  declerifion  of  the  fociety,  and 
pointing  out  fome  of  the  cauies  thereof, 
as  my  underftanding  might  be  "opened  there- 
into, was  one  of  the  principal  (things  that 
engaged  me  to  write  a  journal. fr  it  iiever 
entering  into  my  thought,  that  my  tra- 
vels and  little  fervices,  fingly  co  ifidered, 
were  of  fiich  confequence  as  to  merit  the  re- 
gard ef  my  friends,  fo  as  to  be  publiihed ;  but 
thinking  the  account  of  my  travels  and  the 
obfervations  of  the  ftate  of  things  are 
necelTaiuly  eonnetSed  together,  To  that  in 
doing  the  firft,  I  cotild  not  well  avo'd  the 
lafl.  I  have  further  to  add,  that  I,  think 
myfelf  alfo  warranted  herein,  by  the  exam- 
ple of  God's  faithful  witnefles  in  agespaft, 
with  whom  it  was  uRial  to  lay  open  the 
ftates  of  the  people,  both  in  an  individual 
manner  and  in  a 'more  coiledlive  body^ 
viz.  as  nations,  focieties,  or  churches ;  alfo 
fettiiig  forth,  for  a  warning  to  all  fucceed- 
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jng.generatipns,  thofe  particular  evils  whic^ 
cauft;4)  the.  Lord's   difpleafure,    and  would, 
if  n&t  tvirned  from,  bripg  down  his  judg- 
pient;srupon  them.     \^e  alfo  find,  that  even 
thefe   warnings   and  '  heavy    denunciations 
pf  judgment,  -were  preferved  in  writing,  as 
ft  teilimony  for  God,  and  againft  themfelves, 
gven  by  thpfe  againft  whom  they  were  really 
giyea  forth ;    yea,  the  particular  evils  and 
frailties  which,   tljirough  inadvertency,  the 
|-.ord'^  choice  fervanjts  fell  into,  and  deeply 
:j:e^ejci.ted    of,     are  :recorded;     not  only  as 
warnings  to  all,  .but  alfo  to  e?;cite  charity 
^iid  tendernefs  towards  thofe  who  have  fal- 
len ijnto  evil,    in  cale  they  repent  and  for- 
i^kp;    confidering  ourfelves,    that  we  may 
jaj^o  .J^p  tempted,   gnd  therefore  never  dare 
jupbraid  thofe,  who,  through  their  own  im- 
brudgAce,  have  fallen  amongft  thieves  and 
^rp.  p,ajc?4  Sfld  wounded,  provided  they  re»- 
tufn  again  to, the  father's  houfe.     I  have  juft 
further ,  to  reoaark,   that  I  have  oblerved  a 
prpyajlling  difpofiti^^n  iiji  fome  of  confidera.- 
ble  eminence  in  the  fociety,  and  in  a  great 
fiXf^f  qthers,  to  cry  up  mightily  for  peace 
and.j^arity,  the  maintenance  of  unity,  and 
not  to  prefs  any   thing   very  clofely,    left 
the    peace    of    the  fociety  Ihould   thereby 
be    endangered;     although,  .perhaps,     the 
things   urged  cannot   well  be   ol?je(5Tted   to 
upon    any  other   principle,    than  ground- 
lefs  fearSj  and  a  faitit-hearted  mind  not  yec 
quite  upright  to  God,  nor  whplly  redeem- 
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cd  from  ^the  praife  of  men :  as  there  ii^  ajti 
unwillirignefs  to  difpleafe  them,  though  in' 
maintainilig  the  Lord's  caufe:  *'  for  if  I  yet 
*'  pleafed  men  (fajd  Paul)  I  fliould  riot  b<* 
*'  the  fervant  of  Chrift."  "W'Kat  makes  me 
take  notice  of  this,  is,  that^  I  have  feen  A 
great  faare  in  it,  wrong  things  fuflfered  td 
remain  and  prevail  under  it,  and  the  firi 
of  primitive  zeal  againft  tmdue  liberty;^ 
too  much  quenched.  We  have ',  nd  fuch 
examples  in  the  prophets,  or  i^n  Chrift  arid 
his  apoftles,  of  indulgence,,  and  winking 
at  wrong  things,  and  falfe  eafe.  They, 
in  their  concern  to  teftify  againft  iuch 
things,  had  no  fear  of  breaking  unity, 
nor  difturbing  the  quiet  and  peace  of 
any  people,  kt  their  rank  or  flation  be 
what  it  rtiay.  Had  this  noble  fpirit  of 
ancient  zear  been  more  generally  exercifed 
in  plain  dealing  and  fpeaking  the  truth 
one  to  another,  the .  mouriiful  declen- 
fion  fo  juftly  complained  of  amongft  us 
as  a  people,  would  not  have  fo  generally 
prevailecf.  It  is  but  about  a  century, '  firice 
the  Lord,  by-  an  out-ftretched  arm.,  gathered 
our  fociety,  as  from  the  barren  mountains 
and  defblate  hills  of  empty  profefTion ;  choofe- 
ing  them  for  his  own  peculiar  flock  and 
family ;  as  by  many  evident  tokens  of  his 
love  and  mighty  prote<fi:ion,  doth  fully  ap- 
pear: even  when  the  powers  of  the  earth, 
like. the  raging  waves  of  the  fea,  rofe  upl 
againft  them,  with  full  pur^ofe  to  fcatter  and 
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lay  wafte.  This  remarkable  inflance  of  hi^ 
regard,  mu  ft,  I  think,  gain  the  alTent  of 
every  cqniiderate  perfon,  whohath  not  yet 
a  capacity  of  underftanding  clearly  the 
Lord's  gracious  dealings  with  his  people, 
in  a  more  fpiritual  and  myfterious  relation. 
When  I  view  the  multitude  of  his  favours 
and  blelTings  to  them  in  this  refpefl:,  I  arn 
afraid  even  to  attempt  the  recounting  and 
ietting  forth  fo>:  copious  and  amazing  a  fub-' 
jedl,  which  can  better  be  adrSired,  and  the 
bountiful -author, adored  for  the  fame.  ,  It 
may  be  juftly  queried,  what  could  the  Lord 
have  done  for  us  that  he  hath  not  done? 
Notwithftandtng  which,  what  indiporence, 
lukewarmnefs,  and  infenfibility  as  to  tjie 
life  of  religion,  is  now  to  be  found  amongft 
numbers  under  our  name;  nay,  in  fome 
places,  this  painful  lethargy  is  become  al- 
inoft  general;  although  I  hope  a  few  may 
be  excepted,  who  are  much  afHidled  on  that 
account,  being  exceedingly  burdened  with 
an  earthly,  carnal ' fpirit.  Oh!  how  doth 
coyetoufnefs  which  is  idolatry,  and  an  in- 
ordinate love  of  things,  lawful  in  themfelves 
and  places,  cloak,  flielter,  and  hug  them- 
felves, even  undpr  a  plain  appearance  in 
fome;  yet  plainnefs  is  no  more  to  blame 
for  that,  than  the  name  difciple  or  apdftle 
was  to  blame,  becaufe  Judas  once  bore  that 
nani&,  I  could  write  much  more  on  this 
mournful  fubjecSl,  having  fixlFered  fo  deeply 
in.  my  travels  on  account  of  the  grievous 
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decleilfidii  j  but  hope  to  cafe  my  mind,  by 
dropping  here  and  thefQ^a  remark,  as  I  pro* 
ceed  in  giving  account  of  ihy  travels. 

"We  embarked  at  Dublin  the  eighteenth, 
of  the    5th  month  in   the   morniiig,    and 
landed  at  Peel  near  Swarthmoor-Hall  next 
day.     One   thing   I  am   not  -quite  free  to 
omit,  as  I  could  hot  well  help  looking  upori 
it  a  providential   prefervation  of  my  life, 
viz.  the  fands  being  very  eixtenfive  there- 
about,  arid  we  happening  rather  too  late,, 
as  to  the  time  of  tide-fer.ving,  to  be  fet  on 
fhore,  could  not,  by  the  waters  leiaving  of 
lis,  bring  the  boat  up  €0  as  to  land  in  time. 
We  were  thus  fet  faft,    about  half  a  mile 
from  firm  land.     We  could  therefore  think 
of  no  better  way  in  this  -difficulty,    thaii 
accepting  the  poor  failors  afTiflance,  which 
they  kindly  offered   us,    viz.   to   ca'rry  us 
to  land'on  their  backs,  which  was  no  fmill 
undertaking,  as  we  were,  efpecially  myfelf, 
jione  of  the  lightefl;    however,    I  was  the 
firft:,    and  believe  the  failor,    who   was   a 
ftrong  man,  would  have  carried  me  to  land, 
had  not  both  of  us,  in  our  journey  thither, 
fallen  into  a  large  quick-fand.     The  failor 
immediately  left  me  (his  burden)  to  fhift 
for  myfelf,    whilfl,  he  did  the  fame;    but 
he  had  greatly  the  advantage  of  me,  as  he 
could  fwiin,    which  I  had  never  learned. 
However,     I    was,    fome    how  or    other, 
buoyed  up  in  a  wonderful  manner,  fo.^Jhat  t 
never  was  plunged  over  head  j    to  wliich, 
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fierliaps,  my  great  coat  buttoned  about  me, 
itrvight    in    fbme.  meafure    contribute.       I 
well   remember,    that  I  could  feel  nothing 
under  mf  feet  but  water,  or  foft  mud  that 
could  bear  up  no  mofe  than  water ;  my  head 
bteing  all  the  while  albove  water;    I  knew 
which  way  we  tumbleid  in,  and  being  near 
the  bank,,  I  made  fome  Ihift  to  fcramble  to 
it,    and  to   climb   up  of  myfelf.      I   then 
waded    to  the  Ihore,    being  exceeding  wet 
and    dirty.      We    went  to  a  poor  cottage, 
where  tjie  accommodations  were  indeed  very 
mean;  but  the  poor  people's  kindnefs  and 
hofpitality  was  very  noble,   which  we  did. 
not  let  pafs  unrewarded.    We  gpt  that  night 
to  my  affe6lionate  companion's  houfe;  hav- 
ing travelled  the  before-mentioned  journey 
Vv^ith  great   diligence,    in   much   love   and 
harmony  dne  with  another,    and  were  not 
quite  three  months  out  of  England.     The 
firft  meeting  I   went  to   after  we  landed, 
was   Yeoland,    as  my  companion  belonged 
to   it,    which  was  a   good  open  meeiting; 
truth  being  exalted  over  wrong  things.     I 
went  from  thence  to  Lancafter,  "where  I  had 
a  fatisfa<£lofy  meeting;    the,  Lord's  power 
in  a  good  degree  having  dominion,  to  our 
comfort.     I  went  from  Lancafter   diredlly 
to  Warrington,  and  was  at  Penketh  meet- 
ing in  the  forenoon,  beihg  firft-day;  where 
thfe  Lord  Was  plealed  to  favour  us  with  a 
precious   opportunity,   Itruth  being  exalted 
Over  all,,  and  the  fittceire  travellers  Sionward 

greatly 
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greatly  comforted,  in  the  Tweet  enjoyment 
of  tlie  Lord's  prelence,*  which  was  livingly 
felt  aniongfl  sUs.  Praifes  to  his  holy  name 
for  ever!  In  die  afternoon  we  had  a  l%rg<? 
meeting  at  Warrington,  where  it  appeared 
iny  duty  to  fit  in  filence;  the  want  of 
■which,  properly  employed,  proves  a  great 
lofs  to  our  fociacy  in  many  places.  I  went 
next  day,  accompanied  by  my  worthy  friend* 
Samuel  Fothergill  and  William  Dilworth, 
in  order  to  be  at  Marfden- Height  yearly- 
meeting,  and  to  vifit  my  kind  friends  there- 
about. I  attended  Marfden  weekrday  meet- 
ing on  fifth- day,  which  was  ,  fatisfa<5lory. 
On  the  firfh-day  following,  the  yearly-- 
meeting  was  held,,  to  which  came  a. large 
colle<Slion  of  friends  frona  parts  adjacent, 
and  a  pretty  many  people  ot  other  perfua- 
fions.  The  Lord  was  pleafed  to  exalt  his 
glorious  truth  and  the  t-eftimony  thereof, 
in  a  free  and  open  manner  that  day,  to  the 
comfort  of  many  hearts.  I  went  from  thence 
to  Todmof  den,  and  fo  to  Manchefter,  being 
accompanied  by  my  affeftionate  friends 
Jonathan  Raine  and  his  wife.  At  Man- 
chefter we  had  an  open  comfortable  meet-- 
ing,  truth  having  dominion ;  wherein  alone 
the .  upright-hearted  can  rejoice,  with  joy 
xmfpeakable  and  full  of  glory.  I  went  to 
Oldham  meeting  on  firft-day;  which  was 
in  a  good  degree  open,  and  1  hope  fervice- 
able.  The  next  day  I  travelled  to  miy.  wor- 
thy  friend  Jolhua  Toft's  near  Leek ;    had 
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a  meeting  there,  in  which  I-foimd  it  liiy 
place"  t-o  fit  the  whole  time  in  filencel 
From  thenCe  I  travelled  towards  Birming- 
ham in  AVarwicklhire,  having  my  faid 
friend  with  me.  'We  attended  both  their 
meetings,  being  on  iirft-day;  they  were 
very  heavy  and  laborious,  thrdugh  the  pre- 
valence of  lukewarmnefs  in*fome,  and  un- 
due libei'tyin  'others;  fo  that  I'  had  but 
very  little  opennefs  at  either  of  the  me'e't- 
irigs,  and  was  quite  fliut  up  in  filence  at 
one  of  thena.  The  neit  -meetings  we  had 
■were  at  Wiganfal  and  Atherftone ;  but 
found  the  life  of  religion- very  low  in  them; 
The  yearly-meetings  for  the  wefterly  coun- 
ties being  to  be  held  at  Coventry,  we  Went 
thither  in  order  to  attend  the  fame,  which 
began  on  firft-day,  the  fixth  of  the  fixth 
month,  1749.  The  meetings  were  held 
in  a  large  town-hall ;  conyeniency  being 
made  therein  by  friends  for  the  purpofe ; 
fo  that  one  room  which  was  called  the 
hall,  would  contain  by  computation,  not 
lefs  than  a  thoTifand  people;  and  another 
tinder  the  fame  rpof,  it  was  fuppofed 
would  contain  above  five  hundred.  We  had 
a*pretty  large  meeting-houfe  befides.  'Ilhefe, 
I  think,  once  or  more,  were  all  filled  at  one 
time.  There  was  indeed  a  gr^at  collection 
of  friends  from  many  parts,  and  very  great 
ilockings  in  of  .others,  amongft  whom  there 
was  confiderabje  opennefs,  and  their  beha- 
viour in  general  was  becoming.     The  gof^ 
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pel  was  preached  with  power,  clearrjieis^. 
and  good  demonftration.  I  fpurid  myfelf 
much  excijfed  from  public  fervice,  whi.clx 
I  accounted  a  favour;  having  gregtly  tq 
rejoice  in  the  exaltation  of  truth's  teftimony 
through  w^Il  qualified  instruments,  of  whop:)^ 
there  were  a  conliderable  numlaer  prefent, 
whpna  I  greatly  preferred,  and  ijvas  gla4 
the  public  feryic,e  fd^  chiefly, upon  tjxen>j 
for  I  hgive  eyer  accovmted  it  a  concenj  of 
great  importance,  to  appear  by  way  of 
public,  teilimony  in  tbofe  large  ^JlienibHes, 
and  have  earneftly  prayed  they  might  be 
con du  died  in  the  beft  wifdpm;  vvhich, 
doubtlefsj  wp.uld  al^p^^ys  be  the  cafe,  if  the 
fpirits  of  all  who  undertake  tl^e  great  and 
awful  work  of  th-e  mi:nillry,  were  truly  fubr 
jedled  to  the  alone  fource  or  jFou.nt^ii;x  there- 
of: who  is,  to  his  humble  dependanjt  .ones, 
wifdpra  and  utterance.  The  meeting  epdjed 
on  third-day,  to  the  comfort  of  friends, 
and,  as  far  as  appeg.red,  to  the  general  fatis- 
|a<jli6n  of  others;  whqfe  attention  to  Wjhat 
was  delivered,  and  behaviour  to  friends  ija 
general,  was  to  their  hpnour,  and  the  repu- 
tation of  the  city  of  Coventry.  -Oi;!  fpurth,- 
day  there  was  a  meeting  appointed  at  my  , 
requeft,  in  "W^arwick,  tp  which  I  wept; 
but  when  I  fa w  the  great  coniings  in  of 
people ;  many  of  whpna  by  their  appearance, 
feerned  to  be  of  the  principal  inhabitants; 
I  was  pretty  much  intimiclated,  and  fell 
linger  difcouragergienc  fpr   a  time,    knpw- 
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ing  my  own  great  weaknefs.  My  great  fear 
was,  left  through  my  means,  or  that  of 
fome  others  preleiit,  truth  might  iiiffeiS 
I  cried  with  earneft  concern  to  the  Ijord, 
who  feeth  in  fecret,  and  he  was  graeioufly 
pleafed  to  hear,  and  to  furnifh  with  might, 
by  Lis  fpirit  in  the  inwai-d"  man ;  fo  that 
the  everlafting  truth  and  its  teftimonyj 
Was  exaked  that  day,  and  the  people  ap-t 
peared  to  be  pretty  much  afFedled  there* 
with.  ' 

I  have  many  times  Teen  it  very  profitable 
to  be  deeply  humbled,  and  awfully  proG* 
trated  before  the  almighty  powerful  helper 
of  his  people;  that  fo,  what  we  are  in  the 
miniftry  may  be  by'hi&  grace  only;  hav- 
ing obferved,  where  the  creaturely  part  is 
not  wholly  abafed,  but  foYnefufficiency  or 
treafure  belonging  thereunto  is  yet  faved 
br  referved  (it  being  very  clofe  work  to  be 
ftripped  of  all)  there  hath  been  a  mixture 
brought  forth ;  a  wearing  the  lintn  and 
woollen  garment,  and  fowing  the  field  with 
two  forts  of  grain;  and  when  any  by 
(Euftom,  their  own  unwatchfuliaefs,  or  the 
jiegle<?b  of  others  whofe  care,  fhould  hkve 
'  been  over  them;  become,  as  it  ^;ere,  "eila- 
bliflied  in  this  *mixtvire,  I  th^k  they  fel- 
dain.-get  out  of  it  the  right  way,  by  the 
bad  being  removed,  and  the  good  preferved. 
Oh,  it  is  a  great  thing  to  (land  fully  ap- 
proved in  this  folemn  fervice!  to  fpeak  as 
the  oracles  of' God j  and  to  miniflasrof  tkc 
''  A  a  ■  ability 
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ability  immediately  given  hy  him.  BlefTcd 
•^vill*  that  fervant  be,  who  when  his  Loid 
comeih,  h  found  dividifig  the  word  aright, 
giving  the  fliock  and  family  of  Ghrift  their 
^ix)per  portion  of  meat,  and  that  in  dtDB 
ieafon. 

Ha^Mng  a  deiire  to  take  fomje  meetings 
in  my  vray  into  Wales,  whither  1  intend- 
ed in  order  to  vifit  my  dear  ancient  mother, 
1  took  the  folloTiring  meetings,  viz.  Hen*- 
ley,  Broomfgrove,  and  Woreetter.  I  had  clofe 
laboritens  fervice  in  them,  as  was  often  my 
lot  where  I  travelled.  I  fpent  about  a  week 
at  tthf  mother's,  having  feverai  large  than 
tough  fervieeabte  meetings  amongft  friends, 
my  oM'  neighbours,  and:,  acquaintance; 
their  hearts  being  tendered',  and'  fbine  mutrh 
affected.  But,  alas !  things  are  at;  a  low  ebb 
ivith'  our  feciety  in  thofe  partSyL  and  the 
Conduct  of  fbme  rather  adminifters  camfe  ©f 
iiumbling  than  convincement  to  orfiers. 
1  travelled  from  thence  to  Bewdly,:  Stour- 
bridgCj  and  Dudley;  my  brother  Beigamitr 
l^earimg-  me  company.  I  had  good  opeai 
fervice  at  the  faid  meetings^  and  went,  to 
Birmingham,  where  I  had  a  hard  trying 
meeting  as  before.  I  went  from  thence  td 
Hartfhill  genefal  meeting,  being  on  a.  fiT&r 
day.  It  was,  through  divine  favour,  ait 
o'pen-  good  meetings  I  went  the  third-daij^ 
foltotving  back  to  the  burial  of  a  friend  at 
Birmingham ;-  and  returned  to  the  haufe  xrf 
ftiy  kind  fcdend  John  Bradfotsi,.  who  bore 

me 
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fim  company  next  day  to  Hinkley  in  Lei- 
cellerfhire,  where  we  had  a  pretty'  opea 
ineeting,  and  went  to  Leicefter,  >i!i^tere  t|\.g 
Lord  was  pleafed  to  favpur  .«£  with  a  fatifr 
fa<5lory  meeting.  Next  day  I  h,ad  a  fma.ll 
meeting  %t  S,oilby,  things  being  very  lo\y 
4:here.  From  thence  to  Caitle-Dunington, 
^nd  had  two  n^eetings,  being  firft-day ;  t^ 
which  many  friends  from  Nottingham  cams; 
they  were  large,  and  I  believe  ferviceable 
^meetings  to  many.  Next  day  I  had  a  fmall 
poor  meeting  at  Wimes-Wood;  and  went 
to  Longclawfon,  where  I  could  perceive  very 
little  of  the  life  of  religion.  From  thenc^s 
to  Oakham  in  Rutlandihire,  and  l^ad  a 
comfortable  rneetiag;  truth  and  its  teiti^^ 
mony  had  confiderable  dominio^i.  From 
thence  to  Leicplter  quarterly- met  ting;  and 
to  Kettering  in  Northamptonlhire ;  where  j 
had  a  good  degree  of  Qpennef&,  and  truth 
■prevailed.  Then  to  Wellingborough,  €>a 
firft-day,  and  attended  thipir  fore  ^nd 
;|ifternpon  meetings ;  the  firft  was  a  clofe 
exercifing  time,  in  a  painful  filence,  and. 
&rrowful  fenfe  of  th,-e  indifference  and  ia- 
ienfibility  af  many ;  it  was  a  large  meet;- 
Jaigy  and  to  me,  th^  njuch  greater  pant  apr 
peared  >very  ignorant  pf  the  importance  of 
•tha^  worfhip  and  ^fervice  they  prpfeff^d  to 
meet  about.  la  the  afternoon  I  w^  favpjuced 
with  wifdom  and  flrength  to  diic;arge  my 
mind,  in  a  clofe  fearching  teftimony.  Tlje 
inext  ,4ay  I*  fed  ^  sieetiaag  to  pj^etty  gpo^ 

latisfadlion^ 
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fadsfadlion,  at  Ranee.  The  day  following 
I  went  to,  the  montlily-naeeting  at  Ramfay 
iji  Huntingtlonfhire,  where  I  had  good  fer- 
vice.  After  which,  had  meetings  at  Ives, 
Godmanchefter,  Erith,  and  Hadenham ; 
itnoft  of  which  were  pretty  open  and  fer- 
viceable,  through  divine  Tielp,  for  without 
the  Lord's  bleffing  on  our  labour's,  they 
prove  altogether  fruitlefs,  the  increafe  being 
from  him  alone.  I  went  next  to  Milden- 
hall  in  Suffolk,  where  on  a  £rft-day  I  had 
a  large  meeting  to  good  fatisfa(fl:ion.  The 
next  meetings  were  at  Burry,  and  HaA'^erill ; 
the  laft  of  which,  ,  being  moftly  people  of 
other  focieties,  was  open,  and  the  tellimo- 
nies  of  truth  appeared  to  be  well  received, 
I  went  from  thence  to  Saffron-Walden  in 
Effex,  and  had  a  very  painful  afflifting 
meeting:  very  little  to  be  felt  of  the  life  of 
religion  therein.  Oh!  what  pity  it  is,,  f^ 
many  up  and  down,  do  fatisfy  themfelves 
with  a  profeflion  of  truth;  only  having  a 
name  to  live,  when  they  are  really  deadj  as 
to  the  quickenings  of  heavenly  virtue.  The 
next  meeting  1  had  was  at  Stebbing  ;  where-' 
in  we  were  favoured  with  the  opening  of 
the  living  fountain  iii^a  good  degree;  yet 
-there  appeared  to  me  to  be  fome  obdurate 
unfaithful  fpirits  under  our  profeflion,  w^ho 
feemed  out '  of  reach  in  a  fbrrowful  degrefe, 
and  very  hard  to.  be  made  fenfible  of  the 
weight  and  *  irhportance  of  otir  religious 
'^eftimonies;-  efpecially  in  fome  branches 
'^  - '  thereofa 
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tljereof.  Such  cavife  a  feci:et  pain  and.  an" 
gwifh,  whith  covers"  the  minds  of  pOor  tra!" 
vellers  in  the  work  of  the  gofpel,  Uke  un" 
to  ^, the  fackcloth  underneath.'  I  feldom 
found  room  and  opp'ortuttity  to  put  it 
wholly  off,  though  I  wias  frequently  favour- 
ed with  a  comfortable  evidence,  that  the 
i,ord  was  with  lue,  gracioufly  owniiig  nciy 
fervice  <foY  him  and  his  people.  At  thfe 
next  meeting  at  Coggefhall,  on  firft-day,  I 
had  clofe^  (earching,  laborious  fervice,  and 
found  foraething  exceeding  heavy  in  that 
meeting ;  yet,  by  divine  favour,  I  was  car- 
ried through  to  a  good'degree  of  fatiiSfadlion. 
Next  day  I  had  a  meeting  at  KeKedon,  and 
another  the  day  ^fpllo wing  at  Witham.  At 
both,  which,  my  labour  in  teftimony  wi.% 
very  clofe  and  routing ;  -  in  order,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  awaken..and  (tir  up  lukewarm,  urr- 
faithful  profeflbrs ;  and  by  the  bleffed  effi- 
cacy of  the  word  of  life,  the  whdlefomb 
dqcSrine  of  truth  was  fet  over  them,  and 
the  (few  upright- hearted  had  relief.  I  went 
from  tjtience  to  Chelmsford,  where  I  had 
good  j,dpen  fervice  at  their  week-day  meet- 
ing, and  a]^  on  the  firft-day  following: 
notwithftanding  which,    a  fecret   pain  ad- 

...cornpanied  ray  mind,  occafioned,  in  a  great 
meafure  no  doubt,  by  thofe  unfaithful  pro- 

'feirors  ;  before  hinted  at,  who  have  neither 
courage  iior  fidelity  to  ittain^ain  any  branch 
of -our  Ghriftian  teftimany,  when  there  ap- 

-  pie^rs/aiiy:;proi)abilicy  of  outward  lofles,  or 

?-^---  '      '  iiifferiiig 
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fuffering  thereby :  d(^aUiig  with  eur  prlncii* 
pie  in  a  very  la,x,  indi^ereut  manner,  t^kr 
igg  what  they  pl^afe,  and  f^crificing  the 
gfit  to  ^heir  own  felfifh  views ;  fuch  are  aB 
ij)ots  in  Qiir  fealts  of  charify,  and  a  moura- 
ful  Jqad  to  the  truly  living  ii>  religion; 
but  the  Lord  4-lipighty,  who  heajs  their 
groanings,  .will  in  his  own  tinje  grant  re- 
lief; 3.nd  thefe  fliajl  >be*r'  their  own  bur- 
|l^n§.  I  wwt  frpm  Chelmsford  to  a  mar- 
riage at  Punmow,  and  from  thence  to 
^pyfjqn  in  Hertfordfliire.  Things,  as  to 
j&he  life  of  rpligipa,  appeared  very  lo^»;  there; 
\  h^d  nothing  to  miniftier  unto  theni  but 
§.1).  example  of  filence.  Next  I  had  a  meet* 
ing  at  Baldock,  which  was  Iqw  and  ratha: 
l^jnfiili  I  went  frpm  thei»e  to  Hitching, 
<|!nd  was  at  their  fifft-day  meetings.  They 
i^eje  prety  open  and  fatisfa(9;Qry.  Fron?i 
tip.eriee  to  AmpthiH,  wh^re  things  appeared 
iow.  Thea  to  Hogftyend,  where  1  had 
igme  opennefe  aad  fatisfadlion :  at  Skcffingr 
^n  I  had  a  low  pai©ful  meeting.  The 
jie?t ,  HiiBeting  I  had  was  at  Northsaniptoji, 
■^hich  was  a  very  trying  time;  but  the 
Lord,  by  hjts  powerfiwii  WiCwd,  gasse me  dfle- 
^nion,  in  a  good  ^gEce,  over  idsadc,.  Wtnei^ 
'linje  fpufit^:  tjbitogs,  as  to  fcrue  iseligi®a, 
jfe^ip^d.  almoft  kxft,  thiere.  The  neaa:  meetj- 
ing  was  at  Bugbpook,.  sdaeEe  I  had  iipeoie 
.©.peaoefe,  and  got  tshiro-iig^  my,  fervice  to 
-pretty  gaod  &itf^Si^ima,  Ironui  .t^esee  to 
Coyceatajy,    ao4.  (jras  ^t  J^mm.  is^e^migs  <m 

firftr 


firft-day :  id  one  wher^df,  I  had  clofe  fearch* 
ing  lab&vir ;  I  was  filent  in  the  other.     The 
next  naeeting  was  at  Edington,  whie*h  was 
imall,'  aad   thrings  but  lo#.     I  went  from 
thence  to  a  marriage  at  SoTith-Newton.     I 
found   it    my    place  there  td  fit  the  whole 
meeting  in  filence.     The  earneft  expedlatioil 
of  people,  efpbeially  on  fuch  occafion'S,  riciayi 
and  I  believe  often  does,  obftrutSt  the  cui*4 
rent   of  right  miniftry.      Silence,,    if  dul^ 
confidered,   may  be  the   beft  leiJoii  of  iw^ 
ftru^slioiEt,  for  thofe  whofe  life  is  toxD  much 
in  words  or  outward  declarations.     I  have 
thought  fbm.€  amoAgft  us   are  fo  void  of  a 
fight  underftanding,  as  to  a-pptehend  a-  kind 
of   neceffity  for   fomething  to  be  done  by 
way  of  miniftry,  at  marriagesi,  and  ftfneraM 
cfpeeiallyj    it  being  hard  for  them  to  ap* 
prehend,    tha^;  they  can  be  fb  honourably 
coi3tdu<3:ed   withovit.      I  have  thtrefoife  ob- 
served fome,    though  b\at  little  concerned 
in  the  general,  to  maintain  our  teftamonies 
by  an  uniform  conliftent  deportnlent,  appeat 
tery   zealous  on  trhefe  occafions;    taking  A 
deal  of  pains-,  and  riding  mjfliy  milesy  iand 
fometimes  from  one  preacher  to  another,  vq 
make  tfeemfelves  fure  of  having  one^  and- 
when   they   have  befen  fo~  fuccefs-fut  as  to 
prevail  tipcin  arty   to   come^    it  would   na 
doubt  be  a  gaf^t  difappointtoent,  Were  the)? 
"wholly  filent.    Iti  this  fituatian,  the  miniftei? 
hinifelf  may;,  tiniefs-  well-^rdundedi  bfe  ex^ 
fiofed- to  tKihjpfiaJbiioa  tO'^mdljc  fiich.     Mf 
K.  principal 
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principal  view  in  this  remark  i^,'to  {hevf 
how  remote  fiich  are  from  the  truth   they 
protefs,  and  how  nearly  alUed  to  fome  otheit 
profeffors  o£  Ghriftianity,    who   make   re- 
l.igixjn  chiefly  confift  in  outward   perform- 
ances;    and    thin'k   it   not  like  a  Chriftian 
burial,    when  a  corpfe  is  committed-  to  the 
earth  without  fomething  fa:id  over  it.     If 
that  over^anxioufijefs  in  the  people,   a!bovfe 
hinted,    ihould    prevail    on    the    preachers 
amongft  us,'  to -anfwer  their  cratirigs  and 
expedlations,  :bdth  in  attending,  and  when 
there,  in  gratifying  them  with  words,  with*^ 
out    a  due  regard  to  the  holy  weight  and 
impi-effions  of  the  word  of  life,  as  the  alone 
moYing  caufe<  to  public  .fervice,  they  would 
be  loft  as    to  the  living   body    in   the '  fo- 
eiety;    and   although  fuch  might  continue 
in  a  confifteiit  form  of  found  words  and 
found  dodlrine,  as  to  the  external  appear- 
ance,   yet  the  fubftance  being    loft,    theii' 
performances  would  be  no  more'  than   as 
founding    brafs,     or    a    tinkling    dymbah 
Some,    to  our  forrow,    ^ve  been  obferved 
to  lofe^grbun4  by  fuch 'means:    what  can 
we  imagiile  more  offenfive  to  the  gracious, 
bountiful  giver,    than  to  proftitute  fuch  a 
precious  divine  gift,    by  making  it  iiibfer- 
vient  to  the  carnal  unfkndlified  defires  of 
thofe  who  are-ftrangers  to  God,    yet  love 
to  hear  of  him  and  his  glorious  a(5l6,    by 
tKe  heaping  of   the  ear?     From  this  plzcQ 
I  went  to  Hooknorjon,  andJiad  a  meeting; 
"   «.'"•-    1  whereia 
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=^Whcrein  my  bufinef^  was  tij  example  with 
iilence.i  r  I  thetif^Vent  to  SibfoEd,  where  I 
had  a  meeting,  and  fome  opennefs  5  yet  things 
were  ibut  low.  From  thence  to  Banbury, 
and  attended  tljaeir  meetings  on  a  firft-day. 
I  had  open  thorough  fervice  in  themj  and 
the  teftimiony  of  friith  was  in  a  good  degree 
^exalted.  Next  day  I  went  to  South- Newton 
iagain,  where  I  had  great  opennefs,  and  truth 
Y'as  comfortably  in  dominion.  Much  fatil*- 
fadlion  ,  is  received  by  following  the  fafe 
guidance. and  conduct  thereof,  whether  in 
heights  or  depths,  fufFerings  or  fejoicings. 
I  had  a  good  meeting  next  day  at  a  place  I 
forgot  'the.  name  of;  and  then  to  Adderbury, 
where  I  had  a  meeting;  things  but  low. 
Frpmifheace  to  •Biceftei',  and  had  a  fmall 
poor  meeting ; .  there  being  but  very  few 
jinder  our  profeffion,  and.  but  little  to  be 
fek,  of  the  life  of  religion  amongll  them. 
My  face  being  ;now  turned  towards  the  ci!:y 
of  London,  I /had  a  fmall  meeting  at  Aylef^ 
bviry,  ^*and  fome  open  fervice  therein  to  my 
fatisfaftion.  Th^je  are  but  few  friends 
thereabout.  I  went  to  their  firft-day  meet- 
ing at  Jordans,  which  was  large:  my  fervice 
therein,  was  to  example  the  people,  friends 
and  -others,  with  filence ;  which  I  believg 
was. a .confiderable  difappointment  to. many ; 
^u£>rLhope  it  was  profitable  to  fome.  '  Di- 
y^fs  friends  from  London  met  me  there. 
"^Ve  Ipdg^^i  t^^*^  night  at  a  friend's  houfe  on 
the  way,  and  got.  tq^the  city  next  day.  ■  I 
B  b  continued 
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continued  thereabout  three  weeks,  vifiting 
meetings  diligently  every  day  in  the  week, 
except  the  lall,  and  one  more.  It  v\'as  a 
very  painful  tinio  of  deep  fufFering  in  fpirit, 
even  beyojid  all  expreffion.  I  was  as  a  fign' 
ot  filenee  from  place  to  place,  efpeciallj 
at  Grace-Clvarch-Street  meeting;  which, 
doubtlefs,  was  a  great  myftery  to.  m^ny. 
But  it  was  niy  way  to  peace  of  wind,  and 
I  fought  after  contentment,  though  it 
might  pccafioii  nxe  to  be  accounted  a  fool, 
by  the  lofty  towering  fpirits  in  that  city, 
who  may  jufily  be  compared  to  the  tall 
cedars  of  Lebanpn.  I  left  London  the  19th 
of  the  loth  month,.  1749^  to  vifit  the  fol- 
lowing meetings,  viz.  Hertford,  and  St. 
Albans,  where  our  friend  Benjamin  Kidd 
met  me,  and  accompanied  me  to  Hemp- 
ftead,  Wickham,  and  the  quarterly-meet- 
ing at  Oxford.  The  meeting  there  for 
worfttip  was  excedingly  diflurbed  and  hurt 
by  a  rude  company  of  ftudents,  who  came 
in  like  a  jflood,  nnd  allowed  little  or  no 
ftillnefs,  till  by  breaking  up  the  meeting 
they  difperfed;  by  which  means,  we  held 
%he  meeting  for  difcipliue  and  good  order, 
in  a  quiet  peaceable  manner.  ,  After  meet- 
ing I  went  to  Witney ;  where  next  day  I 
had  a  very  painful  exercifing  time,  not  only 
under  a  fenfe  of  undue"  liberties  prevailing, 
but  alfo  of  an  exalted  felf- righteous,  felf-fuf- 
ficient  (late;  than  which,  none  are  harder 
to  be  reached  unto,  or  made  any  impreflion 

upon: 
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upon :  my  bufinefs  was  to  fit  in  filent  fuffer" 
ing  with  the  opprefled  feed.  I  went  next 
to  Burford,  where  there  feemed  to  liie  very 
little  of.  the  Jife  of  religion.  From  thence 
I  •^ent  to  Cirencefter,  where  my  fpirit  was 
deeply  diilrelTed,  under  a  painful  fenfe  of 
wrong  things  and  wrorjig  fpirits.  The  next 
meeting  I  went  to  was  NailfwoFth,  where 
I  had  clofe  fearching  labour,  in  teftimony 
againft  lukewarmnels  and  undue  liberties. 
From  thence  to  the  quarterly-meeting  for 
Wiltfhire;  being  a  ftranger  and  altogether 
unexpecSted  by  friends  there,  the  clofe 
fearching  teftimony  given  me  to  bear,  ef- 
pecially  relating  to  the  ftate  of  fome  aftive 
m.embers,  might  be  better  taken,  and  might 
have  more-effedl;,  than  if  the  fame  had  come 
from  one  better  acquainted  with  their  ftates. 
I  always  coveted,  to  be  wholly  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  ftates  of  m^eetings  by  outward 
information,  in  all  my  travels j  and  when, 
by  the  difcourfe  of  friends  previous  to  my 
attending  them,  there  appeared  any  pro- 
bability of  their  inadvertently  opening  in 
my  hearing,  any  thing  of  that  kind^ '  I  have 
generally  either  ftopped  them,  or 'walked 
away  out  of  hearing;  but  in  general,  friends 
who  entertain  us  in  our  travels,  have  more 
prudence,  and  a  better  guard  in  thefe  re- 
fpe<fts;  as  indeed  all  ought:  for  it  ftrait- 
ens,  and  may  give  much  uneafiiiefe  to  right 
fpirited  minifters,  who  have  a  fure  infal- 
lible guide  within,    and  therefore  have  no 

need 
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need  of  any  outward  guide  or  information 
in  their  fervices.  After  this  meeting,  I 
vifired  the  following  meetings  in  that  coun- 
ty, viz,  at  t^e  houfe  of  John  Fry,  in  Sutton. 
Cain,  Chippenham,  Melfham,  Corfham, 
Bradford,  Lavington,  and  Salifbury,  and 
found  things  motlly  low,  painful,  and  la- 
borious to  work  through ;  as  thofe  under 
our  profeilion  appeared  to  me,  in  too  gene- 
ral a  way,  fatlsfying  themfelves  with  the 
religion  ot  their  education  only;  without 
much  experience  in  the  life  and  virtue  there- 
of, operating  upon  their  hearts.  Some,  it 
io  to  be  feared,  undertaking  to  rule  and 
adl  in  the  church  without  a  proper  qua- 
lification, and  fo  do  not  therein  feek  the 
honour  that  cometh  from  God  only.  Here 
the  equal  balance  and  ftandard  is  not  kept 
to ;  partiallity  gets  place ;  men  and  women's 
perfons  are  refpe«5led,  becaufe  of  riches  or 
outward  fubllance:  true  judgment  is  per-r 
verted;  wickednefs  efcapes  cenfure,  to  the 
affecfling  the  whole  community,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  Achan.  Such, things  provoke  the 
Lord^  (who  is  the  only  flrength  and  defence 
of-  his  people)  to  withdraw.  They  then  be- 
come languid;  their  hearts  become  water, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  prevail 
againft  them,  till  they  are  in  the  end  made 
defblate.  The  next  meetings  I  had  were 
Andover,  Wliitchurch,  Bafingftoke,  and 
Alton;  having,  through  divine  help,  had 
fome    profitable  fervice,    tending  to    warn 

and 
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and  excite  friends  to  a  more  diligent  and 
careful  difcharge  of  the  feveral  duties  their 
ftations  required :  but  I  could  not  help 
viewing,  with  fbme  painful  reflections,  a 
lukewarmnefs  and  declenfion  which  for- 
rowfully  prevails  in  many  places.  At  Alton, 
which  is  a  large  meeting,  I  found  fMne 
folid  weighty  friends,  to  whom  my  fpirit 
was  nearly  united;  having,  in  the  main, 
good,  fatisfaftion  and  opennefs  amongft 
them ;  with  fearching  clofe  fervice  to  the 
unfaithful;  in  which  I  was  favoured  with 
the  comfortable  help  of  upright  fpirits, 
whofe  fincere  travel  is  maintained  for  an  in- 
ci'eafe  of  faithful  labourers  in  the  Lord's 
vineyard  and  the  reftoring  of  ancient 
beauty.         ?>*   ' 

Now  did  tny  deep  and  painful  labours  in 
this  vifit  begin  to  wear  off,  and  to  draw 
towards  a  period,  ^s  far  as  related  to  my 
travels  at  this  time,  in  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland.  I  therefore  ibon  expelled  a  full 
difcharge,  as  I  then  faw  little  before  me, 
fave  the  city  of  London.  I  had  meetings  at 
-Godalming,  Guilford,  and  Elher,  in  my 
way  thither;  in  which'  I  had  fome  fervice  to 
my  own  fatisfaftion,  and  I  hope  to  the  help 
of  friends. 

I  continued  in  the  city  fome  time,  vifit- 
ing  meetings  with  diligence.  My  mind 
being  deeply  exercifed  as  ufual  in  a  painfiij 
travel,  with  and  for  the  fuffering  feed  of 
God  in  the  hearts  of  profeflbrs,    who  to 

me 
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jne  appeared,  in  too  general  a  way,  living, 
moving,  ailing  and  breathing,  in  an  airy- 
exalted  region  above  it.  I  have  oft^n  been 
ready  to  fay,  By  whom  Ihall  Jacob,  the 
true  feed,  a  rife  ?  for  he  is  very  fmall  in  the 
efteem  and  regard  of  profeflbrs  of  moft 
ranks.  Yet  I  could. fee  an  affli(fled  fullering 
remnant,  lie  very  low,  as  under  the  ruins, 
panting,  and,  as  it  were,  ftruggling  for  life. 
And  although  we  could  fee,  and  knew  one 
another,  and  travelled  together  under  a  de- 
gr;ee  of  the  fame  painful  feeling  fenfe  of 
jriiings;  yet,  not  having  it  in  our  power  to 
,  relieve  one  another,  our  proper  bufinefs  was 
to  travel  under  our  refpedlive  burden,  un- 
til the  Almighty  Deliverer  was  pleafed  to 
appear,  calling  his  fufFering  ones  to  domi- 
nion and  rule  with  him,  who  is  Lord  of 
Lords  and  King  of  Kings:  for  the  Lamb 
and  his  followers  iliall  have  the  victory ; 
though  they  are  permitted  fometimes  to  flif- 
fer  long,  1  had  then,  at  times,  faith  to 
believe  he  would  raife  the  dry  bones,  and 
they  fhould  ft%nd  upon  tjieir  feet ;  an  army 
to  fight  the  Lord's  battles ;  to  bring  the 
mighty  from  their  feats,  and  to  take  the 
crowns  of  fome  who  feemed  to  reign  as 
kings,  from  them ;  making  their  nakednefs 
appear.  Surely  the  complaints  of  the  Lord, 
by  the  mouth  of  his  prophet  concerning 
Ifrael,  was  mournfully  verified  in  the  city 
of  London,  refpedling  a  great  part  of  the 
ibciety,  viz.  "  My  people  have  committed 
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*'^  two  great  evils ;  they  have  forfaten  toe 
*'  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  and  hewtt 
"  them  out  cifterns,  .broken  cifterns  that 
"  can  hold  no  water."  Such  is  a  profeffion, 
thoiigh  of  ^the  truth  itfelf,  without  the  real 
poffeffion.  Such  is  truth  in  notion,  fpecu-- 
lation,  and  itaitatiim  Only.  The  faaae 
may  be  iaid  of  whatever  is  done  in  reKgiTim, 
withovit  the  immediate  influence,,  direidlion, 
and  leadings  of  the  holy,  author's  fpirit  and 
power.  Sound  dpftriiie  may  be  preached, 
as  to  words  and  the  main  fcope  i^hereoff, 
and  true  principles  imbibed  from  education, x 
tuition,  or  other  outward  means;  yet  the 
man^a  part  beirig  alive,  adlive,  and  al'Ways 
ready;  the  child's  and  fool's  (late,  that 
knows  itS'  fuiBciency  for  every  good  werd 
arad  woirk  to  be-  immediately  received  from 
Gad  alone,  is  neither  experieiajced  nor  abodie 
in.^  "  For  it  is  not  you  that  fpeak,  but  the 
*'  fpirit  of  your  Father  that  fpeaketh  in  yoti, 
"  or  by  you."  1  f^y,  without  this  living  fenfe 
of  things,  all  is  but  a  broken:  ciftern ;  it  will 
hold  none  of  the  water  of  life;  which  is  th^ 
real  caute,  that  the  endeavours  and  feeming 
zeal  of  fome  for  the  promotion  of  religion, 
are  fo  dry,  infipid,  and  inefficacious.  TrutH 
will  carry  its  own  evidence.  The  fpriag  of 
acflion  being  the  holy  fpirit  of  Chrift, 
it  will  gain  the  afTent  of  all  his  children, 
and  anlwer  his  pure  witnefs  in  the  hearts  of 
the  rebellious,  far  beyond  what  many  con- 
ceive  or  imagine.     Upon   which    I  would 
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juft  obferve,  that  the  oaly  way  to  prererv® 
the  ftreagth,  glory,  arid^  dignity  of  a  reli- 
gious fociety,  is  for  all  whd*  undertake  to  be 
adlive  in  it,  certainly  to  feel  the  Lord  lead'^ 
ing  and  J  diredling  them  in;al,l  their  fer- 
vices;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fare 
way  to  delblation  is,  when  the  acflive  mem- 
bers' in  religious  things  move  therein  by 
the  ftrength  of  humgin  abilitieis  only.  A 
great  deal  depends  hereon,  more  than  fomrf 
are  aware  of;  it  is  obferva:ble,  that  the  pre* 
fervation  of  the  Jewifh  church  in  purity, 
much  depended  upon  the  governors  and 
rulers  thereof;  and  fo  does,  and  will,  the 
profperity  and  purity  of  the  Chriftian 
church.  ' 

I  had  very  little  opennefs  in  refpeiSl 
to  miniftry,  but  was  filent  as  ufual,  .from 
meeting  to  meeting.  Indeed,  my  fufFer- 
ings  in  .  fpirit  were  exceeding  ■  'great  and 
deep,  day  and  night,  in  that  city,  fo  that  I 
was  weary  of  this  life,  and,  as  it  were, 
fought  for  ded,th ;  being  at  times  ready  to 
fay,  it  is  better  for  me  to  die  than  to  live. 
I  much  wondered  why  it  fhould  be  fo;  but 
have  fince  Ceen^  it  was  in  order  for  the  fil- 
ling up  that  meafure  of  the  fufferings  of 
Chrift  allotted  to  me,  which*  I  have  feen 
the  great  advantage  ""'of,  with  refpedfe-  to 
giving  dominion  over  thofe  things  and 
Spirits,  that  were  the\  caufe  of  thofe  great 
fufferings,  which  could  not  be  flood  againft, 
nor  overcome  any  other  way.     For,  as  faith 
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the  apoftle,  "  If  fo  be  we  fuffer  with  Chrift, 
"  we  fliail  alio  reign  with  him."  And  oup 
Lord  alfo  faid,  "  Verily  I  fay  unto  you, 
-**  that  ye  which  have  followed  me  in  the'reT- 
'*'  generatiop;  when  the  Son  of  Man  fhall  fit 
■"  in  the  throne  of  his  glory,  ye  alfo  ihall  fit 
'*  upon  twelve  thrones,  judging  the  twelve 
"  tribes  of  Ifrael.'*  I  nave  fometimes 
thought,  as  I  believe  it  may,  by  the  fore- 
going account,  appear  to  others,  that  I  was 
■Jed  in  a  nianner  fomewhat-  uncommon,  to 
•fee''  and  feel,  the  forrowful  declenfion  of  our 
ibciety,  i-n  my  travels  through  thefena-r 
"tious;  though ,  I  am  very  fenfiWe,  divers 
faithful  brethren  have  fhared  in  the  like 
painful  travail;  which,  in-fome  degree,  may 
he  compared  \yith  that  of  Nehemiah ;  w^tio, 
under  great  anxiety  and  -difttfeft'  •  of  mind, 
entered  upon  a  long  and  hazardous  journey, 
and  w^ent  in  the  night,  to  view  the  bresiiches 
and  defolatipns  made  in  the  city  of  the  great 
kiiigy  before  he -and  tb.6- people  arofe  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  build  the  walls  of 
that  city;  and  to'  fet  upuhe  gates  thereof. 
'For  he  found  the  h^nd  of  the'  Lord  upon 
hiraj  movirig.^nd  ftrfengthening  him  tp  i'eek 
the  good '^iid'profpefrityof''hi;s:  own  people^. 
Thefe  things  are-written  for  encouragement 
and  inftriaftion  to  the  painful  labourers  in 
Jthe  LoFd'5  work ;  that  they  faint  not  undet 
iche  weight  and  exercife  thereof ;  'nor  think 
•ftrange  concerning  •  fiich  fi:ery  baptifms 
5alM  trials 'as, ^t'he^f  may  meet  with  in  the 
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courfe  of  tlieir  travels.  They  may  be  wdf 
affured,  that  fuch  things  are  all  direded 
in  vwifdom;  which,  in  the  Lard^s  time, 
-will  appear  to  their  full  fatisfa6tion  and 
;c'omfort.  'For  it  is  far  from  the  fouritaitt 
of  infinite  kindnefs,  to  permit ,  fuch  heavy 
affliction  to.  falh  upon  his,  fervants  un^ 
.necelfarily.         '  ■       .  .   =,  i,» 

:  I  went-  from  London  into  l^flCex,  in  order 
to  vifit'  fome  meetings  in  that  county,  which 
I.  had.  not  been '  at  before,  and  was  at 
jGhelmsford  week-day  meeting  on  fifth-day, 
^-wherei  had  good  fatisfaftion.  The  virtue 
lOf  truth  being  fhed  abroad,  to- the  joy  and. 
comfort  of  the  living.  Gp.  the  firft-day 
following  J  was  at  Colchefter  meeting^. 
My  naiiftd;  was  painfully  dep;:cfled,  under  a 
ienfe  that'  truth  '  fuffered  much  in  that 
place  by  wrong  things:  whejse  evil  is  wink- 
ed at,  and  undue  liberties  in  a  religious 
jCociety,  are  fufFered  to  efcape  judgment  or 
cenfure;  weaknefej  aijd,.  asit  were  a  clpijji 
of,  darknefs,  comes  over  meetings  as  well 
as  individuals.  The  Lord  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  for  his  blefled  name's  fake,  to 
arife,  and  in  fome  g.bo.d .  degree,  to^  difpel 
the  darknefs ;  wliereby  truth  and  the  tefti* 
mony  thereof,  was  exalted  over  all  corrupt 
tinfandlified  fpirits ;  and  the  few  upright- 
hearted  were  fweetly  comforted;  it  being 
a  time  of  relief  to  their  fpirifs,  in  a  good 
degree.  I  went  from  thence  to  the  follow- 
ihg   meetings,    viz.  Copford,   Golp,   Hat* 
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ftead,  .and  Braintree,  wherein  I  had  tho- 
rough fervice,  in  plain  dealing  and  dole, 
labour  with  the  unfaithful,  of  which  num- 
ber there  feemed  to  be  many;  and  but 
few  who  had  really  bought  the  bl'efled  truth, 
It  is  fuch  only,  who  know  how  precious 
and  valuable  it  is,  and  who  cannot  eafily 
be  prevailed,  upon  to  fell  it  for  a  thing  of 
nought,-  nor  even  for  any  confideration 
whatever.  But  it  is  not  fo  with  thof? 
•who  have  their  religion,  if  it  may  be  fe 
called,  by  education  only,  or  derived  as  it 
Were,  by  way  of  inheritance  like  their  out-« 
vsrard  pofleflions,  from  their  anceftors.  The 
principles  of  religion  only  thus,  received 
and  held,  are  often  fubjecied  to  temporal 
conveniency  and  worldly  intereft.  Where 
the  \yprld  and  true  religion  ftand  in  com* 
petition  with  each  other,  fuch  profblTors 
will  foon  give  place  to  the  world ;  wherein. 
they. do  really  deny  Chrifk  before  men,  and 
Will  ias  certainly,  unlefs  they  repent,  be 
denied'  by  him  before  the  Father  and  his 
holy  angels,  I  returned  out  of  Eflex  to 
London;  for  though  I  had  had  but  little 
openhefs  as  to  miniftry  there,  yet  I  found 
my  rn,ind  engaged  to  attend  their  ^meet- 
ings,' as  I  apprehended,  in  order  to  fiifFerand 
travail  with  the  true  fosd,  for  its  enlarge- 
ment, as  well  as  to  be  a  fign  and  example 
of  the  important  duty  of  filence,  to  the  pro* 
felTors  of  truth.  They  had  been  long  and 
greatly  fevoitred    with  living    tellimonies, 
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even  liiie  -upon  line,  and  precept  upon  pr^;^ 
cept  J  under  all  wjiich,  fdr,  WcLnt  Of  a  pro- 
J)er  application  and ,  improveinent,  thereby,' 
the  fociety  declined,  and  the  ancient  beauty 
thereof  greatly  faded  away ;  I  mean,  in 
what  relates  to  the  life  and  fpifit  of  reli- 
gion in  the  practical  part  thejheof ;  for  the 
body  of  the  fociety  every  where,  as  far  as 
fever  appeared. to  me,  are  remarkably  one  in 
faith  and  profeffion,  the  fame  which 
Kath  been  held  aiid  profeffed  by  us  as 
a  people,  from  the  beginning.  This  won- 
derful onenefs  and  agreement  amongft  us 
every  where,  (which  1  have  not  obferved, 
neitlier  do  I  believe  it  is  to  be  found  aniongft 
any  other  fet  of  ChriftianSj  to,  that  degree,) 
IS  to  me  a  clear  dvidence,  that  the  original 
afijundation  thei^eofj  /was  the. one  infallibly 
fpirit  of  Jefus  Chrif^  pur  Lord,  who,  prayed 
the  father  J  that  his  followers  might  bfe  oncj 
ks  the  Father  and  the  Son  are  one.  And 
jiotvirithftandiug  great  numbers  in  our  fo- 
ciety are.  refting  fatisfieci  with  an  empty 
profeffionj  and  by  their  unfaithfulnefs,  fall 
greatly  fhort  of  the  dignity  our  w:orthy  pre* 
decellors  attained  unfo ;  which,  confidering 
the  abundant  favours  befto^^e^  from  timei 
to  tithey  for  the  help  and  prefervation  of 
the  fociety,  is  caufe  of  deep  mourning  and 
fore  lamentation ;  yet,  there  has  been  j 
through  the  kind  providence  of  God^  from 
the  beginning  down  to  .this,  time,  a  living 
|?pd^,  prefer v?d  ttte  ffime  in.£aich.and  pra.c- 
- '  '         tiee. 
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tice  with  our  ancients.  Thefe  arefcatter- 
ed  and  interfperfed  throughout  the  whol^ 
fociety  like  the  fait  thereof,  in  order,  if 
podiable,  that  all  may  be  feafbned.  I  think 
there  are  very  few  if  any  meetings,  Wholly 
deftitute  of  fome  of  that  fort;  fo  that  I 
would  not  have  it  underftood,  by  the  forC' 
going  niournful  complaints,  (although  there . 
may  be  juft  caufe  for  them)  that  I  think 
the  fociety  is  become  defolate,  or  that 
the  glory  is  departed  therefrom :  far  be  that 
from  me ;  I  ata  fully  convinced  to  the  con- 
trary, and  at  times  have  faith  to  believe^ 
the  glory  will  never  wholly  departj  nor 
fliall  we  ceafe  to  be  a,  living  people :  yet  I 
believe,  numbers  under  our  profeffion,  fot 
their  gceat  unfaithfulnefs,  and  unfruitful* 
ixefs,'  will  be  blowed  upon  by  the  Lord,  and 
reje(5led,  and  others  called  into  the  vine- 
yard, who  wilt  be  more  diligent  and 
faithfuh 

After  I  had  continued  fome  time  in  the 
city,  apprehending  myfelf  nearly  clear  of 
furthei:  fervice  at  this  time  in  thefe  na- 
tions, and  that  I  might  with  fafety  look 
but  for  an  opportunity  of  returning  to  my 
outward  habitation  in  America ;  I  therefore 
applied  to  the  brethren  here,  for  a  certifi- 
cate of  my  travels,  &c.  which  they  readily 
granted ;  letting  forth  their  unity  with  my 
Services  and'  demeanor  under  this. weighty 
engagement.  But  as, no  fuitable  opportur 
aity  appeared  likely  .to  prefent  for  fome 
A....  Vuaxe^ 
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time,  I  liad  leifure  to  look  into,  and  caire- 
fully  to  weigh  an  affair  of  great  importance, 
which  had  by    this  time  fo  far  prevailed 
on  my  attention,    that  I  was  afraid  wholly 
tO' rejeft  it,    as  I  had  a  confiderable  time 
done  on  its  firft  darting  into  my  thoughts ; 
looking  tipon  it  almoft  i^ipfadticable  to  be 
.brought  about:    which  was,   entering  into 
a  Quarried  ftate  with  my   endeared   friend 
Frances    Wyact,     before    mentioned.      Al- 
though I  never  had  any  other  objedlion  to 
it,  than  our  both  being,  >  as  far  as  appeared 
then  to  me,    fettled  in  our  places;     from 
which  I  thought  it  would  be  very  unfafe, 
without  the  bed  counfel,  to  remove.     But 
that  obje6lion  was  wholly  removed,  by  my 
way  opening  (as  I  thought)  with  great  clear* 
nefs,    to   fettle  in  England  on  account  of 
my  futufe  ferviee.     I  wds  deeply  concerned 
in  my  mind  to  be  rightly  guided  herein ; 
which  was  anfwered  ib  indifputably  clear 
to  niy  underftanding,  that  I  could  no  longer 
hefitate   about'  it.      The   next  thing   was, 
Settling  matters  relative  thereunto  with  my 
faid  friend;  that  fo,  if  flie  found  no  objec- 
tion, our  marriage  might  be  accompliihed, 
if  providence  permitted,  after  my  returning 
home,  fettling  my  affairs  there,  and  femove- 
ing"  in   order   to  fettle  in   this  nation.      I 
therefore   laid    the    whole   before   her,     as 
things  relating  thereunto  had  ■■  appeared  ta 
jn^  defiring  her  folid  confideration  thereof, 
^nd  ahfwer,    w^ea-ihewas  prepared  to  re- 
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turn  me  one.  I  found  the  fame  powerful 
hand .  which  had  removed  my  objecftions, 
was  at  work  in  her  mind  to  remove  hers 
alfd;  fo  that  fhe  could  not  be  eafy  to  put 
a  negative  upon  the  propofal,  as  believing 
the  thing  was  right,  which  was  ftill  coii" 
firming  to  me,  ;  We  therefore  ,in  the  fear, 
and,  as  we  had  caufe  to  believe,  in  the  coun- 
fel  of  God,  engaged  with  each  ;Qther,  in  the 
relation  we  then  ftood,  and  to  accomplifh 
our  marriage,  when  way  fhould  bf  made  by 
divine  providence  for  the  fame.  We  had  np 
views  on  either  fide  for  worldly  advancement; 
an  anxioufnefs  after  which  appeared  to  me 
immaterial,  as.  I  was  fuUy  perfuaded  we 
were  dire<3;ed  in  our  faid  engagement,  by 
the  wifdom  and  ^ounfel  of  him,  who  can 
give  or  take  away  outward  bleffings  at  his 
pleafiire.  I  therefore  had  not  freedom,  pre^ 
vious  to  my  engaging  with  her  therein,  to 
make  any  inquiry  into  her  circumftanc^ 
in  the  world.  All  which,  jhowever,  with 
the  fuperior  bl  effing  of  an  affeiSlionate  wi^ 
and  true  help-mate,  I  tafterwards  ■  found 
agreeable  and  comfortable.  Having,  as 
above,  paved  the  way  to  remove  and  fettlie 
in  England,  and  a  good  opportunity  pre- 
fenting  of  a  ftiip,  in  which  feveral  valu^ie 
friends  intended  to  embark;  I  went  on 
board  the  Speedwell,  John  Stevenfon.  mafter, 
at  Gravefend,  .the  8th  of  the  3d  month, 
1750,  in  company  with  pur  friends  Jonah 
Thompfon  *nd  Mary  Weflon,    who.  were 
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feoing  on  a  religious  vifit  to  the  churches  in 
America;  We  had  feveral  friends  oh  board, 
and  many  other  paflengers,  being  fourteen 
or  fifteen  of  us  belonging  to  the  cabin  and 
■  ftate  rooms.  Some  of  them  were  bad  peo- 
ple, whpfe  converfation  proved  very  difa- 
grecafcle  to  us ;  fo  that  we  fpent  much  of 
our  time  on  the  deck,  night  and  day,  except 
when  we  took  our  f eft  in  fleep.  Our  de- 
parture was  from  the  Start  Point,  the  nth 
in  the  evening,  being  the  Itfft  land  feen  by 
■us  until  wedifcoyered  Amerieai  We  had 
a  fine  gale  of  wind  down  the  Erigliflr  chan- 
nel, and  a  good  fet  off  to  fea  by  the  fame  j 
but  we  often  had  fcant^  and  fometiines'coriT 
trary  winds  afterwards, '  which  made  it  ra- 
ther a  flow  paflage,  though  mtich  quicker 
jthan  fome  have  gone.  Thp  fevehteenth  of  the 
4th  month,  we  found  ourfelves  o'n  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  in  the  midft 
'sf  near  twenty  fail  of  Frerlch  fliip^  who 
were  iifhing  there  for  cod.  We  fpoke  with 
one  of  them,  who  told  us  we '  had  about 
twenty-five  fathom  watery  wherefupon  the 
captain  prdered  the  Chip  to  be  brought 
to,  that  we  might  take  fome  frefh  cod. 
This  was  very  agreeable  to  us  all;  they 
fucceeded  fo  well,  that  in  about  two  hours, 
there  lay  upon  the  4eck  twenty-four  of  the 
fineft  cod  fifh  I  ever  faw.  This  proved  an 
agreeable  feaft  to  tis  for  about  one  week ; 
a.nd  altho'  through  mercy,  we  had  very  great 
plenty  of  proyifions ;.  yet  this  was  an  ac- 
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teptable  change.  It  was  thfe  5th  bf  the 
j;th  month,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, When  to  our  great  joy  we  faw  th^ 
land  of  America;  and  by  founding,  found 
ourfelves  in  about  twerity-fiye  fathdm  water, 
and  entered  the  Cipes  of  Delaware  that 
night.  We  had  a  profpercius.  gale  up  the 
bay  and  river,  fo  that  I  landed  At  Ghefter  in. 
Pennfylvaniaj  about  eight  miles  from  niy 
own  houfe,  on  the  7th  of  the  5th  ihonth 
about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
got  home  that  night;  having  been  on  board 
two  months  lacking  one  day,  and  frorii 
home  in  the  whole  journey,  two  yearsj 
feven  months,  and  eight  days ;  having  tra- 
velled in  that  time  by  fea  And  land,  I  think 
on  a  moderate  calculation,  11875  miles j 
and  was  at  about  560  meetings.  I  had.  be- 
fore, concluded,  witK  divine  permiffion,  to 
return  ih  the  fame  fhi{i,  and  left  a  large 
chefl  of  flores  on  board.  When  difcharged 
of  her  loading,  fhe  was  to  fail  for  Mary-^ 
land,  there  to  take  in  a  Cargo  of  tobacco, 
where  I  intended  meeting  her;  it  being 
about  feventy  miles  from  my  houfe.  In  a 
day  or  two  after  my  arrival  t  Went  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, where  I  found  my  friends  gene- 
rally much  alarmed,  with  news  brought  by 
letters  in  the  fliip  I  came  over  in  (for  they 
had  not  heard  it  before)  of  my  intention 
to  return,  to  marry  and  fettle  in  England. 
Many,  I  believe,  being  ignorant  of  the 
grounds  and  motives  updn  which  I  acted 
D  d  therein, 
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to  .     '•  "   " 

tKerein,  judged  conc.eniing  the  fame  from  tbe 
outyirg.rd  appearance  only;  iflippofing  that 
^having  found  one. I  likqd,.  I  had  let  my  mirid 
out  towards,  marrying,  and  made  that  the 
principal  inducement; of  my  renaoving.  Had 
this  been  the'  cafe,  I  freely  acknowledge 
that  I.fhouldhaye  deferyed  blame;  as  asSling 
upon  a  very  dangerous  bottom  to  myfelf, 
and  fetting  an  unfafe  exaniple  fpr  others  to 
follow;  believir^g  fome  .have  fuftained  great 
lofs,  by,  inadye^"tent,  fteps  of  this  kind,  in 
their  travels  on  truth's  account.  This  was 
tyhat  I  greatly  ^feared  in  relation  to  my- 
felf, and-  therefore  (as  befpre  hinted)  durft 
not  give,  way  tb  the  thoughts  of  entangling 
myfelf  therein,  iintU  I  had  repeatedly  (as 
I  th,ought  at  leaft)  received  clear  evidence 
in  m|y  mind,  of  its  being  my  duty  to  re- 
move into  this  nation  for  future-  feryice, 
I  do  therefore^  earneflly  caution  all,  to.be 
aware  of  taking  any  encouragement  from 
my  example  herein,  ujilefs  they  have  the 
fame  evidence,  and  ^ft  upon  the  fame  bot- 
tom as  I  did:  agreeable  to  what  is  above- 
mentioned,  an,d  are.  well  laffured  of  divine 
diredlioa,  as  I  was.  That  I  was  rightly 
guided  in  my  removal,  has  not  only  been 
fully  confirmed  to  myfelf  fince,  but,  I  am 
perfuaded  alfp,  to,  many  others :  and  even 
at  that  time,  thofe  who  were  free  enough 
to  CQiifer-  vvrith  me  thereon,  appeared  to  be 
well  .fatisfied,  whom  for  their  freedom  and 
opennefs  to  me. on  tliat  account,  I  looked 

upon 
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upon  to  be  fome  of  my  beft  friends;  and 
as  to  others,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  bear 
with  'patience  and  meeknefs  all  they  were 
pleafed  to  fliy  and  conjecture,  until  time 
made  manifell  who  wete  in  the  right. 

I  attended  the  yearly-meeting  held  at 
Burlington,  for  Pemifylvania  and  the  Jer- 
rys, in  the  feventh  month,  wherein  the . 
Lord  .Was  gracipuily  pleafed  to  overfhadow 
our  large  affemblies  >  with  his  heavenly 
power  knd  prefence,  to  our  great  comfort 
and  edification;  having  with  joy  to  dra.w 
water  out  of  the  wells  of  fklvation,  and  to 
offer  the  priife  and  humble  thankfgiving  to' 
the  alone  fountain  thereof;  who  is  foi:  ever 
worthy. 

Having  fettled  my  affair's,  and  obtained 
a  certificate  of  removal  from  the  monthly 
meeting  of  Darby;  iri  Chefter  couinty,  in 
Pen,nfyivania,  to  which  I  belonged,  diredled 
to  the  monthly-meeting  of  Withata  in 
Eflex,  Old  England;  myfelf  and  daughter 
fet  out  from  my  own  houfe  in  Darby  afore- 
faid,  accompanied  by  my  filler  Mary  (who 
'fince  my  wife's  deceafe,  had  been  my  good 
careful  houfe-keeper)  together  with  feveral 
friends,  the  12th  of  the  8th  month,  1750. 
We  travelled  to  Eaft  Nottingham,  being 
about  fixteen  miles  from  the  place  where 
the  fhip  lay  in  which  I  intended  to  em- 
bark. My  filler  and  one-  of  the  friends 
ftaid  with  us  about  a  week,  and  theri  took 
their   foiemn    leave.      My  daughter  and  I, 

ftaid 
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ftaid  thereabout  until  the  2d  of  the  9th 
$aonth.  I  vifited  fome  meetings  in  the 
neighbourhood  to  good  fatisfadtion,  and 
was  at  many  in  Eaft^Nottingham,  it  being  a, 
very  large  meetings  and  a  zealous  body  of 
friends  then  belonged  thereto;  amongft 
whom  I  had  good  fervice  and  great  open- 
tiefs ;  the  precious  unity  of  the  one  fpirift* 
being  liyingly  enjoyed,  in  which  we  toofc 
a ,  foiemn  farewel  of  one  anpther.  The  24 
pf  the  9th  month  aforefaid  we  fet  out,  ac- 
companied by  divers  of  oiir  worthy  friends, 
and  crpfled  the  great  river  Sufquehannah, 
taking  our  quarters  at  Jacob  Giles's  houfe, 
within  fight  of  the  fliip;  but  were  not  or- 
dered on  board  until  the  8th.  We  did  not 
fail  until  the  nth  at  noon.  The  unfkilful 
pilot  ran  us  a-ground  twice  that  afternoon, 
and  caufed  the  poor  failprs  hard  labour 
and  much  fatigue,  which  I  was  fprry  for. 
it  w^s  the  1 8th  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  before  we  gotclear^of  Chefapeak 
bay]  having  then  a  fine  wind,  we  fpon  loft 
fight  of  land. 

W^  had  been  at  fea  but  about  four  days, 
when  he  efpied  a  fail  or  two,  who,,  by  theii^, 
motions,  appeared  .very  defirotis  to  fpeak 
with  us,  which,  at  length,  one  of  them 
belonging  to  Rhode-Ifland  effedled,  infoi'nv'^ 
ing  us,  they  were  reduced  to  a  very  fmal) 
quantity  of  provifioiis,  and  earneftly  ifttreat-'. 
ing  the  mafter  to  afford  them  fome  alTift- 
ahce.     He,  to  my  grief  and  furprife,  gave 

them 
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th^m    a    very    fhort    denial ;    allegeing  we 
were  but  newly  come ,  out  to  fea,    and  did 
not  yet  know  what  we   might  want  our- 
felves.     I  was  very  much   troubled  in  ray- 
mind  at  the  hardnefs  of  his  heart,  and  im- 
inediately    ftepped   up.  to  him,    and  in  as 
moving  language  as  I  was  capable  of,  in- 
terceded for  the  poor  fufferers.     The  firft 
mate  being  a  man  of   a  good  difpolition, 
joined  with  me  herein.      We  at  length  fo 
prevailed  on  the  mafter,  that  he  gave  them 
liberty  to  hoift  out  their  boat,    and  come 
on  board  us;    telling  them  he  would  fee 
what  could  be  done  for  them ;  which^  poor 
creatures,    they  gladly  complied  with ;  the 
maftcF  of  the  Ihip  and  four  of  his  failors, 
being  quickly  on  board  of  us.     It  was'very 
aifediing,  to  behald  want  fo  confpicuous  in 
their  faces,  and  to  fee  how  greatly  they  re- 
joiced,   with  thankfulnefs,    that  kind  pro- 
vidence had,  in  mercy,  caft  us  in  their  way, 
for  their  relief;  in  which  I  could  heartily 
join  with  •  them  ;rnuch.  rejoicing  we   had 
not  inhumanly   turned   them   off  without 
help.     The  mafter,   (to  give  him  his  due,) 
did  at  laft  hand  to  them  pretty  liberaljy ; 
for  which  he  charged  what  he  thought  pro- 
per, and  took  that  matter's  draught  for  the 
money,  on  his  owner  in  London.     I  fpared 
them  fome  out  of   my  jpriva.te  ftore,    for 
which  I  wanied  no  othef;  pay,    than   the 
fatisfa(ftion  of  relieving  their  great  Wants ; 

bein^i 
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bemg  very   glad  I  had  been  inflruniental 
tberetaiitb.  '^'^ 

The  next  day  we  had  a  great  florm,  and 
an  exceeding  high  fea,  fo  that  we  coiild 
carry  no  -fail,  but  faftened  the  helm  and^ 
let  the  {hip  drive  withe^evCT''ci>the  wind 
and  waves  would  carry  h^:  *^e  were  in- 
deed mightily  tolled ;  but  through  divine 
favour,  my  mind  was  fweetly  callrti  and 
comfortable,  feeling  his  living  presence 
who  is  >  God  of  the  feas  an<i  the  drj  land, 
to  be  near.  My  heart  wis  filled  with  the 
jOy  of  his  falvation,  lb  that  I  could  fing 
and  make  melody  therein  to  him  ;  in  which 
I  had  confirming  evidence,  as  I  many  times 
had  under  the  fame  precious  enjo-jhnent, 
both  by  fea  and  land  after  I  left  England, 
that  my  way  and  undertaking  was  approved 
of  the  Lord,  arid  would  be  blelTed  and 
profpered  by  hirp ;  which  yielded  mqre  com'- 
fbrt  to  my  mind,  than  any  thing  in  this 
■world  could  do.  The  ftvereft  part  of  the 
ftdrm  laded  but  about  twelve  hours;  and 
altho'  we  had  twoconfiderable  florms  after- 
•wards,  yet  for  the  moft  part,  it  was  a  ready;* 
good  pallage.  On  the  17  th  of  the  loth  month) 
in  the  morning,  we  founded,  and  in  fixty- 
riine  fathom  water  we  found  ground.  The 
fame  morning  about  ten  o'clock,/ we  had  the 
very  agreeable  fight  'of  England.  Next  day, 
the  wind  being  againft  us,  we  made  but  lit- 
tle advantage  of  failing.  The  nineteenth 
about  eight  o'clock -at  night,  we  came  to 

an 
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an  anchor  in  Falmouth  harbour.  Going  on 
ftiore'  next,  day,  we  went  td  an  inn  in  ti|e 
town.  Our.  kind  hpfpitable  friend '  Jofeph 
Tregellis,  came  and  invited  us  to  his  houfe, 
where  we  had  generous  entertainment 
whilft  %ye  were  at  that  place.  I  was'  feve- 
ral  times  at  their  meetings,  both  at  Fal- 
mouth and  Penryn,  and  had  opennefs  and 
good  fatisfadlion.  My  worthy  friends  of 
that;towp,  Andrew  Hingefton  and  his  wife, 
and  daughter,  were  afFed:ionately  kind  to 
me,  which  I  cannot  well  .avoid  mentioning, 
out  of,  a  grateful  fenfe  I  retain  thereof,  as 
we  werCi  entire  ftrangers;  for  I  had  not  been 
that  way  when  in  England  before. 

Having  been  detained  there  about  a  week, 
we  put  out'  to  fea  again,  in  order  to  proceed 
to  London,^  whither  we  were  bound.  The 
fecond-day  of  our  being  out,  towards  even- 
ing, as  we  were  failing  within  abaut  a  leagae 
and  half  of  Dover,  a  boat  from  thence  came 
on  bp^rd  for  letters.^  The  wind  then  not 
being  fair  to  go  up  the  River  Thames,  we 
went  with  them  to  Dover,  and  next  day  to 
Gravefend,  where  crofllng  the  water  at 
Grays  in  Effex,  I  proceeded  from  thence  to 
Chelmsford. 

My  dear  friend  Frances  Wyatt  and  I, 
after  proceeding  according  to  the  good 
order  of  frietjds,  accomplilhed  our  mar- 
riage with  each  other,  at  a  large  "^e^ting 
of  friends  and  others  in  Chelmsford  meet- 
ing-houfe,    the  i4tH  day  of   the   then    ift 

month. 
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month,  1 7^0- 1 ,  in  the  fweet  and  fenfiblc  en- 
joyment of  his  prefence,  who  faw  in  the -be- 
ginning, it  was  not  good  for  man  to  be 
alone ;  and  therefore  he  did,  in  great  kind- 
nefs,  provide  an  help-mate  to  be  with  hirti, 
who  was  bone  of  his  bone,  and  flefh  of  his 
flefli.  It  is  therefore  faid,  they 'fhall  be 
no  more  twain,  but  one  flefli.  The  Lord 
then  joined  the  man  and  his  wife  together. 
Happy  would  it  have  been  for  mankind, 
had .  they  never  fought,  nor  found  out  any 
other  way  bf  joining  in  that  relation  finfce. 
But  as  the  fons'  (or  worfliippers)  of  the  true 
God,  formerly  looked  upon  the  daughters 
of  men,  with  an  eye  that  tendeth  to  prevert 
this  ordinance,  making  it  only  anfwer  the 
bafe  ends  of  carnal  defire;  following  the 
dictates '  of  their  own  evil  heart,  inftead  of 
the  counfel  of  God,  in  this  great  undertak- 
ing ;  fo  it  is  evidently  the  cafe  at  this 
day  with  too  many.  It  is  alfo  often  not 
fo  much  what  the  woman  or  man  is,  as 
what  worldly  fubftance  they  have.  Where 
there  is  plenty  of  that,  many  real  defedls, 
with  refpedl  to  thofe  qualifications  and  enr- 
downients  eflential  to  real  happinefs  in  a 
married  ftate,  are  over-looked.  Thus,  by 
man's  ignorahtly  and  prefumptuoufly  taking 
upon  him  the  guidance  and  government^of 
himfelfj^  inftigated  thereunto  by  the  Aibtilty 
of  Satah»§  da^  outward  accomodations, 
which  were  tyaivine  provi4ence  intended 
a"s  blefllngs,  become  quite- the  reverfe.     To 

prevent. 


JOHN    GRIFFITH.        211 

prevent  fuch  unhap|)y  confequences  to  youpg 
people  and  others,  I  know  of  no  advice  bet- 
ter adapted  for  their  fafety  and  prefervation, 
than  that  of  our  Lord's,  viz;  "  'Seek  ye  firft 
"  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteouf- 
"  nefs,  and  all  thefe  things  fliall  be  added 
*'  unto  you,"     Thofe  who  have  happily,  by  ' 
feeking,     found    this    kingdom,    and    live 
therein,    which  confifteth  in  righteoufnef^, 
peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  have  great 
advantage,  even  in  outward  things,  above 
all  others;    as  the;  bleffing  of  God,  which 
maketh.  truly  rich,  attends  all  their  worldly 
affairs.     They  enjoy  what  appertains  to  this 
life  with  a  proper  relifh.    "  Bleffed  are  the 
"meek,  fof  they  fhall  inherit  the  earth," 
Mat.  y.  5.     As  it  is  man's  duty  ind  fafety 
to  jfeek  the  Lord's  counfel  and  blefFrng;  fo 
it  is  .truly  honourable  amongft  men:    for 
this,  Jabez^  was  faid  to  be  more  honourable 
than;  his  brethren;  for  he  called  on  the, God 
of  Ifrael,  faying,  "  Oh,  that  thou  wouldeft 
*'  blefs  me  indeed,    and  enlarge  my  coad, 
*'  and  that  thine  hand  might  be  with  me, 
*'  and  that  thou   wouldeft  keep  me  fromi 
*'  .^vil,  that  it  may  not  grieve  me!"     And 
God » granted  him  that  which  he  requefled. 
Let  me  conclude  this  obfervation  with  ten- 
der advice  and  cautio^n  to  all  whpm.it  may 
concern,    into  whofe  hands  this  may  conje, 
to  be  aware  they  do  not  fall  mto  that;  dan- 
gerous fnare  of   fuppofing,    as  marriage  is 
an  outward  affair,  they  need  eoniltlt  nothing 
E  e  further 
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further  therein  than  Aetr  owii  inclinatibii^ 
arid  their  own  realbn;  it  is  faid,  "  \¥oe  t<$ 
"  the  retellious  chil4fen,  theft  afk  counfely 
*''but  not  of  ine,  faitfh  th^e  Lord."  And 
Chrift  is  calledy  Wonderful,  Counfellor,  as 
Well  as  a  mighty  God.  NoW  as  marriage 
is  alldWed  to  h&  the  iSiwSft  important  affair 
in  this  life,  and  may  tend  greatly  either  t6 
ppbmOte  our  happin'efs  or  mifery  in  thd 
next;  if  we'  have  no'  oCcafion-  to  feefe  th« 
Lord's  counfel  herein,  iri  what  aris  We  to 
eSpedt  of  defite'  it  ?  Abr ahafto's  fefvartt,- 
"Wnen  he  was  only  engagfed  abo^t-  proture- 
ing  *  wife  for  his  younger  niaftteJ?  IfaaCi  Witfe 
gf^at  earneftndfs  fought  the  Load's  guidancdf 
and  bleffing  therein,-  and  obtained-  it  in  a 
remarkable  manner.  What  (fay  fome)  are 
we  to  look  tor,  or  to  dxpecfl  a  revelation  in 
fuch  cafes?  We  muft  defire  the  Lord  fo 
guide  and  diredl  our  fteps  in-  this,  and  all 
other  affairs  of  confeig^uence  in  relation  t6' 
this  life,  or  we  fhall  certainly  mifs  our  way^ 
But  this  we  cannot'  clearly  u-nderftaEnd,  un- 
til the  manV  pare  is  reduced  in  us^  and, 
'we  fed  what  we  -are  without  God,  that  we 
may  find  ocfeafion  to  pray  without  ceafing, 
and  in*cvery  thing  to  give  thanks.  The;a 
the  conftant  cry  will  be.  Guide  me  With 
thy  counfel.  When  this  is,  with  great 
fincerify,  the  ftate  of  the  mind,  we  cannot 
mifs  our  way ;  becauife  divine  proteftipn  is 
ever  prefent,  although  we  do  not  always 
i^e  it,    no  more  than  the  prophet's  iervanc 

did. 
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did,  ^ntil  liis  ey^s  wer-e  oj:>.ened  *.  The 
great  thing  is,  to  have  a  iingle  eye,  that 
whatever  we 'do,  may  be  done -to  the  glory 
of  God.  When  this  is  the  cale,  we  fay, 
if  this  or  that  be  not  agreeable  to  t-hy  will, 

0  God,  thou  haft  all  power  iiv thine  hand; 
do  rhou,  by  thy  over-ruling  'providence,- 
dirc<5l  nie  according  to  -thy  blefled  will. 
The  Lord,  will  keep  fuch  ia  siU  their  ways, 
and  be  their  fure  defence. 

We    fettl-ed    together  after  marriage,    at 
Chelmsfqrd  in  the  county  of  Elfex,  where 

1  enjoyed  great  fatisfadlion  and  comfort  in 
an  affedlionate  wife.  Yet  fuch  I  fgiind 
the  low  and  aUiioft  defolate  fituation  of 
our  fociety  in  'the  faid  county ;  efpecially 
in  relation  to  good  order  and  that  difcipline 
eftablifhed  pmongft  us,  by  the  power,  and 
•in  the  -wifdein  of  -truth,  as  a  hedge  to  de- 
feud  and  preferve  from  hurtful  things,  that 
it -gave  me  much  painful  -condemn  of  mind. 
The  difference  appearing 'fo  very  great,  as  I 
■had  :be£ire  refided  where  difcipline  in  the 
general  was  well  -maintained.  I  could  not 
discover,  either  by -their  books  or  inquiry, 
that  the  axnfaithful  or  diforderly  walkers 
had'  (a  few  inftances  excepted)  been  for 
Hiany'years  regularly  dealt  with,  and  their 
mifcQJidu^  cenfured,  either  by  monthly  at 
quarterly  .meetings.  I  diligently  atteiided 
thofe  meetings^  but  my  f-pirit  was  greatly 
diftreffed  therein,  as  the  members  Teemed 
to  move  and  ad:  in  another  element  (as  I 


214        The    JOURNAL    of 

may.  fliy)  than  that  I  had  been  accuftoqied. 
to,  in  managing  the  weighty  affairs  of  the 
church.  The  firft  thing  of  importance 
that  laid  hold  of  my  mind,  as  wanting  to 
be  reformed,  was  relating  to  women's  meet- 
ings; there -being  no  fuch  held  quarterly, 
nor  at  but  few  of  thq  monthly  meetings ; 
•and  where  there  was  any  thing  of  that  nature 
it  was  of  little  or  no  fervice,  in  the  manner, 
then  held.  Having  therefore  the  advices 
and  diredtions  of  the  yearly-meeting,  rela- 
ting to  women's  meetings,  I  requefted  li^ 
berty  of  the  quarterly-meeting  to  read  the 
fame  therein,  wjbich  I  did,  making  fuch 
remaidcs  thereon,  as  appeared  to  me  then 
neceffary.  At  the  fame  time  I  propofed, 
that  the  meeting  fliould  take  that  weighty 
affair,  of  eflablifhing  women's  quarterly  and 
monthly  meetings,  agreeable  to  the  repeat^ 
ed  prefting  advices  of  the  yearly-meeting, 
into  folid  oonfideration ;  and  if.  it  was 
thought  proper,  that  a  few  friends  mtight 
be  appointed  to  form  fome  general  direc;!' 
tions  for  the  aififtance  of  our  wome^  friends, 
pointing  out  to  them  (as  for  want  of  opper- 
tunity,  they  were  pretty  much  ftrangers 
^:hereunto)  how  fuch  meetings  are  to.be 
condudled,  and  the.  part  of  church  di^i^ 
pline  that  properl5ycomes  under  their  no- 
tice, and  "requirei^^e  management  ef  the 
women.  AH  ■yyKieh  was  agreed  to,  and 
minuted.  The  propofed  diredlions  were  pre- 
pared by  the  friends  appointed,  brought  to 
"■:■■      ■  **,  the 
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the  next  quarterly-meeting,  and  there  agreed. 
to.  The  woiTjen  having  previous  notice, 
withdrew  at  -the  clofe  of  the  meeting  of 
worfhip,  into  an  apartment,  to  receive  > 
what  we  had  to  lay  before  them,  and  una- 
nimovifly  agreed  thereunto.  A  quarterly 
.  meeting  of  women  friends  being  then  efta- 
jbtiflied,  preffing  advice  was  fent  by  minute, 
to  monthly  meetings,  that  they  fhould  en- 
courage and  eftablifh  women's  meetings 
amongft  them  alfo,  which  was  complied 
with.  And  although  our  women  friends, 
for  want  of  being  brought  up  by  their  an- 
ceftors  in  the  management  of  the  difci- 
pline,  might  be  rather  unexperienced  at 
firft,  yet  I  am  well  affured,  this  ftep  tended 
much  to  enlarge  Qur  meetings,  and  to  make 
them  more  lively ;  opening  the  way  of  fin- 
cere  travellers  to  a  fuller  enjoyment  of 
fpiritual  good,  wherein  alone  is  our  ability 
for  every  good  word  and  work.  Some  few, 
from  a  right  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  the 
work,  joined  me  in  an  earneft  labour  for  a 
general  reformation,  and  as  we  felt  the 
weight;  of  things  upon  our  minds,  j/ve  gave 
up  toArifit  nionthly-meetings,  to  help  the 
weak,  and  to  move  forward  the  wheels 
of  difclpUne,  which,.,  efpecially  at  the  firft, 
moved  very  heavily  •  }^or  although  we  had 
many  in  the  countyijnder  our  profeflion, 
yet  few  of  them  ha.d!^^eir  hands  clean  e- 
nough  to  handlf'the  aSairs  of  the.-ehurch; 
many  beipg;,    as  it  were,  .crippled  with,  \in»^ 
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faidxfulnefs,  efpecially  in  their  mean  aud- 
cowardly  cornpliance  with  the  anti-chriC- 
tian  demand  of  cythes,  and  ithings  of  that 
nature,  which  of  itfdf  unfits  for  fervibe 
ftmongll  us;  for  I  never  faw  much,  if  any, 
true  hving  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  God,  in 
'thofe  who  have  fallen  into  this  defe6lion. 
jGlk'!  ithe  darknefs  and  .caufe  of  ftumbhng  it 
'  4ias  occafioned  in  this  poor  county,  and  in 
.Qtiier  places  where  it  hath  prevailed.  '  We 
ifouad  )Ourfelves  concerned,  repeatedly  to 
,vifit  iuch  in  their  families,  labouring  in 
'Ghriftian  love,  to  bring  them  into  a  f enie 
•of  iche  ihconfiftency  of  their  condu<5l  with 
3tfheir  pjrofqffion  therein;  which  labour, 
^though  prevalent  with  fame,  ihith  been  no 
-otherwife  fuccefsful  in  general,  than  the 
diicharge  of  ithat  duty,  which  one  menx- 
iber  of  a.  religious  community  owes  to  anor- 
■ther;  and  .by  bringing  the  judgment  of 
,truth  in  ..fome  degree  over  them,  they  be- 
xa-me  more  diftinguiihed  from,  the^faithful. 
We  had  great  .^eace  in  this  labour,  though 
hard  and  unpleafant,  as  we  fpund  them 
dark  and  difficult  to  :be  reached  unto,  a  few 
^excepted.  However,  thefe  endeavours  great- 
ly ^tended  to  exalt  truth*s  teflim.ony,  for^ 
which  our  worthy  prpdecefTors  deej>ly  fuf- 
fered. ,  In  procefs  .of  time,  througli,  ulie 
blelTed  ■  affiftance  ofiifour  holy  head,  en- 
gaging a  fmall  remnant  to  labour  in  the 
monthly  and  quarterly-^meetings  for  a  re- 
formation, good  order  hath  been,m.uch  pro- 
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ilioted,  and  our  Chriftian  difcipline,.  in  its 
feveral  branches,  has  been  in  a  good  ddgree 
put  in  prd(9;ice ;  and  feme  came  to  under- 
liland,  it  is  necefFary  to  receive  wifdom  and 
llrength  from  God,  for*  the  maintaining 
that  ■Work,  So  that  although  things,  m 
that  refpe<5l,  through  the  unfoundnefs  and 
lukewafmnefs  of  many  profelTors,  are  now 
low,  yet  the  Lord  continues  to  be  gracionas,^ 
in  affording  us  the  bleflfed  afEftance  of  his 
inoly  fpirit,  both  in  our  meetings  for  divine 
trorflaip,  and  thofe  for  difcipline ;  whereby 
.  fome  are  enabled  in  meeknefs  to  labotir'  for 
the  maintaining  bis  caufe,  notwithftaiasdirig 
the  difcouragement  they  meet  with^  rrot  only 
ftorii  a  view  of  the  languid  flate  of  the  fo* 
ciety  in  general^  but  alfo  from  the  brittifei 
jealous  Spirits  of  fome.  Having  labourdi 
in  our  own  county,  according  to  ability 
received  of  God  (for  without  his  divine  affift-' 
ance,  I  have,  by  long  experience,  knovi^n 
I  could  do  nothing)  I  attended  the  yearly-* 
meetings  in  London  as  they  fell  in  courfe^ 
therein  to  join  with  the  fincere  travellers 
for  Sion's  profperity,  in  the  important  care 
of  truth's  affairs  throiighout  the  world. 
This  weighty  engagement  coming  more 
upon  fome  of  us  than  heretofore,  as  niariy 
of  the  elders  and  faithful  labourers  were  re- 
moved to  their  reft.  Our  valuable  friends 
John  Churchman  and  William  Brown  from 
Pennfylvania,  were  at  feveral  of  the  firft 
yearly- meetings   after   my   fettling  ■  in  this 
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nation.  They  laboured  in  thefe  nations^ 
in  the  fervice  of  truth,  near  four  yeaifs, 
having  left  afFedlionate  wives  and  children 
for  truth's  fake.  Such  noble  difinterefted 
endeavours^  without  any  view  towards  tem- 
poral intereft,  is  a  very  great  my  fiery  to  the 
Worldly  wife.  The  above  named  i  friends 
were  greal  knd  good  inftrumeni^i^  in  the 
Lord's  hand,  not  only  at  the  yearly-meet- 
ings, but  alfo  in  their  travels  up  and  down, 
for  the  promotion  of  difcipline  and  good 
order  in  the  churches ;  though  not  without 
confiderable  oppofition  from  fome,  who, 
under  pretence  of  adling  for  the  good  of 
the  fociety,  were  in  reality  advocates  for 
undue  liberty.  Notwithftandii%  fome  fuch 
difficulties,  the  Lord  hath  greatly  ftrength- 
ehed  the  hands  of  his  pained  one's  for  Sion's 
welfare,  and  bleffed  his  work  to  the  pro- 
moting of  good  order,  as  the  likelieft  mearis 
of  reviving  ancient  beauty  and  comelinefs ; 
there  having  been  great  ftirrings,  and  much 
labour  of  late  years,  to  bringi'the  feveral 
members  of  the  fociety  into  the  holy  order 
of  the  gofpel.  May  the  Lord  yet  continue 
the  bleffing  of  wifdom  and  ftrength,  that 
the  work  may  be  carried  on,  to  the  praife 
of  his  worthy  name  and  the  -prefervation 
of  his  people,  is  the  earneft  prayer  of  my 
foul !  ^ 

I  fet  out  the  i6th  of  the  6th  month,  1751, 
intending'  to  take  fome  meetings  in  my 
way   to   the    circular     yearly-meeting    for 
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the  weftern  counties,  to  be  held  at  Broomf- 
grove  in  Worcefterfhire,  and  fr^m-  thenc? 
to  vifit  the  meetings  of  friends  in  Wale?, 
I  firfl  went  to  the  burial  of  a'frifend  at  Steb* 
bing,  and  proceeded  through  Walden,  Gam* 
bridge,  and  Huntington,  to  Wellirigbo'- 
rough  in  Northamptonfhire;  and  attended 
both  their  meetings  on  a  firft-day ;  having 
clofe  earneft  labour,  in  a  fenfe  of  great 
dullnefs,  and  much  infenfibility  pfdVailing 
on  many  pro fejObrs.  My  fpirit  was  greatly 
burdened  therewith;  but  the  Lord  tva;^ 
pleafed  to  arife,  and  difpel  the  darknefs  in 
a  good  degree,  giving  me  thorough  jfervice, 
efpecially  in  the  afternoon ;  I  hope  not  eafily 
to  be  forgot.  I  went  away -greatly  relieved, 
-and  had  a  meeting  at  Coventry,  which  was 
heavy  and  laborious,  though  I  was,  through. . 
divine  favour,  enabi^  to  wade  through  tp 
mine  own  eafe,  in  a  good  degree,  I  had  a 
good  open  meeting  that  fevening  at  Nun- 
Eaton  ;  there  being  but  one  falmily  jof 
friends?  in  the  town,  but  a  large  number  of 
others  were  at  the  meeting ;  divers  of  whom 
feeiSed  pretty  much  affed:ed .  with  the  teftii- 
mony  of  truth.  I  had  a  elofe  exercifing 
meeting  the  next  day  at  Atherftone,  where 
things  were  very  low,  yet,  truth  arofe  and 
opened  dodlrine  for  their  help.  I  had  a 
meeting  that  evening  at  Polefworth,  which 
was  open  and  comfortable,  from  thence 
I  went  to  Woolverhampton,  where  I  ha4 
s.  fmall  meeting,    things   being  very  low. 
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After  which  I  went  to  .Colebrook  Dale* 
whe:re  I  had  a  meeting,-  and  clofe  thoijaugh 
ferviee,  tending  to  ftir  up  friends  to  dili- 
gence, as  well'  as  to  eiicourage  the  upright- 
hearted.  I  went  from  thence  to  Shrewf- 
bury :  the  number  of  profelTors  there  was 
very  fmall,  and  the  life  of  religion  very 
much  depisefTed,  not  only  by  the  lukewarni- 
nefs  of  fome,  but  alfoby  a  blafling»  wii^dy, 
lifelefs  miniftry,  which  they  had  Ipng  faf 
under  J  doiibtlefs,  to  the  great  uneafine^ 
of  the  few  fenfible  amongft  them.  J, had 
a  painful  fe^ife  of  the  great  hurt  th^repf 
in  that  meeting,  being  concerned  to  fit  the 
whole  meeting  through  in  filence,,  I  ,be- 
lieve,  as  an  example'  to  friends,';  and  rebuke 
to  that  forward  unfanftified  fpirit:  the 
iame  foon  after  was  made  manifeft  to  both 
friends  and  others,  to,  be  very  corrupt,  and 
was  dpfervedly  teftified  againft  by  the 
monthly-meeting.  I  have  divers  times,  in 
my  travels,  perceived  great  hurt  to  flie  pro*^ 
fperity  of  truth,  by  fuch  unfandlified  pre- 
tenders to  a  divine  GommiilioiSf  intruding 
themfelves  into  the  miniftry ;  but  alp^ays 
have  apprehended  i|hem  a  bad  fort  of  people 
to  deal  with  by  advice  and  caution,  as  they 
are  commonly  very  pofitive  an4  felf- willed  j 
being  feldom,  in  this  declined  ftate  of  the 
church,  without  a  party,  who  had  rather^ 
have  almoft  any  kipd  of  miniftty  tlian 
filence;  ^yhich  makes  it  much  more  difficult 
for  thofe  who  have  a  right  fenfe  of  their 
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fpirits,  to  briag  the  judgment  of  truth  oyer 
fuch ;  as  thofe  .above-mentioned  are  apt  to 
fcreen  them,  and  cover  their  he4ds,  unlefs 
they  manifeft  ttemfelvSs,  'which'hath  in  the 
end  frequently  happened,  by  their  being 
guilty  of  fomc  immoral  condudl.  I  vsrent  af- 
ter meeting  to  vifit  two  friends,  who  had  been, 
imprifoned  there  a  confiderable  time  for 
refufing  to  pay  tythes.  As  foon  as  I  had 
entered  the  place  of"  their  confinement,  I 
fenfibly  felt  the  Son  of  peace  was  there.  My 
mind  being  brought  into  great  nearnefs, 
unity,  and  Chriftian  fympathy  with  them 
in  their  fuffering  ftate,  which  they  appear- 
ed to  bear  with  chearfulaefs,'  and  true  re-, 
fignation  to  the  divine  will.  The  fenfe  of 
the  great  importance  of  that  teftimony  they 
•were  coflcemed  to  maintain,  by  fuffering 
for  it,,  and  what  our  worthy  predecefTors 
■went  through,  in  iiafty  (linking  prifons  and 
dungeons,  where  many  of  them  ei^ed  their 
days  in  fupport  thereof,  who  may  be  very 
juftly  numbered  aniongfl  the  faithful  mar- , 
tyrs  of  Jefus  Chrift,  overcame  any  mind 
with  tendernefs  to  that  degree,  that  I  could 
not  prefeiitly  difcourfe  with  them  about 
their  fvlfferings.  We  had  a  bleffpd  oppor- 
tunity together,  and  took  our  leave  ■  of  each, 
other,  in  the  fweet  enjoyment  of  the  pure 
love  of  God.  Oh,  how  much  more  joyous 
and  refrefhing  it;  is  to  vifit  fuch  faithful 
fufferers,  than  to  vifit  carnal  pfofeflbrs  ot 
the  fame  truth,   who  violate  that  precious 
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teflimony,  by' voluntary  putting  into  the 
piiefts  mouths,  left  they  fliouid  "prepard 
■war  'againft  the'm,  making  religion  boW* 
down  to  their  ftippofed  teoiporal  intereft, 
thereby  not  only  declaring  themfelves  mere 
^tetgnders  thereijnto,  but  alfo  increafing  the 
fufferings  of  thofe  under  the  fame  profeffion 
who  dare  net  temporize!  I  i^eturned  from 
thence  to  Colebrook  Dale,  iv^here  I  had  a  hard 
trying  meeting  lield  in  filence ;  and  went 
to  Birmingham,  where  I  had  diyers  times 
been  before^  and  generally  had  painful  la- 
borious meetings;  but  now  it  pleafed  divine 
goodnefs  to  favour  with  opennefs  and  good 
authority,  to  declare  the  truth  largely;  'I 
believe  to  the  llirring  up  of  the  earelefs,  at 
leaft  to  a  prefent  fenfe  of  their  duties;  as 
^ell  as  to  the  comfort  and  edification  of  the 
honeft-hearted,  to  Jny  own  peace  and  grea>t 
relief, .,  from  this  place  I  went , to  Brooinf- 
grovcj  in  order  to  attend  the  yea,riy-meet^ 
ing  before- mentioned,  "which  began  on  firft- 
day,  the  ift  of  tbS  7th, month,  being  held 
in  a  barn,  fitted  up, i)y  friends  for  that  pur- 
pofe ;  it  endpd  thp  third-day  following ; 
inany  miniftring  friends  attended  it,  fome 
of  whom  were  largely  opened  by  the  power  ' 
?ind  wifdpm  of  truth,  to  pubUfh-  the  gos- 
pel tidings  with  clearnefs  and  good  demons 
(tratioUj  The  ijpeoplej  though  numerous, 
t)eing  generally  very  ftill  and  attentive^ . 
appeared  to  receive  the  tcflimony  of  truth 
iji^ith  pleafure,  and  things  were  iii  the  main 
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Ivell  conduced.  Here  my  friend  John 
Bradford  joined  me  as  a  compa.nion.  ^  We 
had  a  large  meeting  at  Worceiler  on  fourth- 
day,  in  which  truth  had  comfortable  domi- 
nion', efpeeially  near  the  condlufion,  to  the 
great  fatisfadlion  and  joy  of  many  hearts. 
Bleffcd  be  the  Lord,  our  God,  for  his. con- 
tinued favours  to  his  people !  On  the  fifth- 
day  we  had  a  fmalj  poor  meeting  at  Broom- 
yard  in  Herefordlhire  J  things  being  very 
low  in  that  pilace,  as  to  truth  and  friends. 
On  lixth-day  We  had  a  meetiilg  at  Leomin- 
fler ;  the  fore  part  was  very  cloudy  and 
painful,  yet  by  the  gracioiis  fpringing  up 
of  light  aiid  life,  I  got  through  my  fervice 
therein  to  good  fatisfa(51ion.  The  next  day, 
being  the  feventh  of  the  week,-  I  went  tc 
my  dear  mother's  in  Raidnorfhire*  On 
firft-day,  the  neighbours  being  apprized  ol 
my  being  come,  flocked  to  the  Pales  meet* 
ing  in  abundance.  The  Lord  was  pleafed 
to  favour  pie  with  a  large  open  time,  tc 
declare  his  everlafting  truth  aihongft  them, 
with  which  they  appeared  to  be  much  af- 
fedled."  I  had  fuch  another  opportunitj 
with  friends  and  many  others,  at  Talcoyd, 
near  my  mother's  houfe.  They  feemfic 
greatly  ■  affe<3;ed  with  the  virtue  of  truth ; 
'  but  I  doubt  they  Humble  at  the  crofs.  Or 
fecond-day  we  had  a  meeting  at  a  place  cal- 
led the  Coom,  about  fix  miles  from  mj 
mother's,  pretty  open  and  comfortable 
On  fourth-day,  the  nth,  I  took  leave  of  mj 
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■worthy  affe(5lionate  mother,  relations  and 
friends  thereabout,  having  my  brother  Ben- 
jamin for  our  guide  over  the  bleak  moun- 
tains into  Cardiganfhire.  The  wind  blew 
hard  and  it  rained,  but  through  mercy  we 
received  very  little  harm  thereby.  Nex|; 
day  we  had  a  fmall  poor  meeting  at  one 
Evans's;  religion  being  at  a  very  low  ebb 
in  that  place;  my  chief  bufinefs,  as  far  as 
I  could  fee,  was  to  detedl  a  vile  impoflor, 
who  had,  by  a  feigned  and  hypocritical 
fhew,  got  the  advantage  of  the  weaknefs 
and  credulity  of  friends  there.  I  never  had 
leen  him  before,  that  I  know  of,  but  my 
fpirit  was  exceedingly  burdened  with  ^lis 
deceitful  groanings  and  feigned  agitation 
in  the  meeting,  and  was  then  fatistied  his 
fpirit  was  very  foul  and  corrupt,  as  it  was 
like  a  nuifance  to  me  all  the  time.  I  warn- 
ed friends  to  be  aware  of  him ;  and  to  keep 
him  at  a  diftance;  but  they  feemed  willing 
to  hope  that  there  was  fome  good  in  him, 
as  he  appeared  fo  much  concerned  in  meet- 
ings, 8cc.  fo  I  faw  whereabout  they  who 
pleaded  thus  were  'themfelves,  as  they 
feemed  taken  with,  and  rather  to  approve 
of*  what  was  fo  very  offenfive  and  even 
odiou^  to  me  in  that  meeting,  viz.  his 
pretended  exercife  therein.  But  .if  people 
will  lay  hold  fuddenly  on  fuch,  they  muft 
partake  with  them  in  their  fins  ;  for  this 
man  difcovered  himfelf  to  be  very  bad,  by 
being  guilty  of  grofs  wickednefs,     I  think 
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the  meeting  was  held  in  fileiice.  After*"' 
which,  we  W.ent  to  a  place  called  Penbank 
in  Carmarthenftiii'e,  where  a  meeting  was 
held  next  day  to  pretty  good  fatisfadlion, 
'Being  favoured  with  matter  and  "utterance 
for  their  help;  though  things  appeared  low ; 
I  the  fame  day  in  the  evening  I  had  a  very 
poor  afflidling  meeting  at  Pen  place;  greSt 
flackneffr  and  weaknefs  appeared  in  the  few 
profefTors  there.  We  were  quite  filent  as 
to  public  -  miniftry.  We  went  from  thence 
to  Carmarthen,  and  attended  their  meet- 
ings on  a  firft-day ;  had  good  open  fervice 
therein,  efpecially  in  the  afternoon,  many 
of  the  neighbours  coming  in :  the  teftimony 
of  truth  went  forth  freely  and  largely  a- 
mongft  them,  with  which  they  appeared  to 
be  much  reached  and  affedled;  and  might, 
I  hope,  tend  to  remove  a  prejudice  they  had 
imbibed,  from  the  mifco'nducS  of  one  or 
more,  of  high  pretenfions  lately  in  that 
place,  but  then  removed.  We  had  a  meet- 
ing on  feeond-day  in  the  evening,  at  Laugh- 
arn,  where  very  few,  if  any,  properly  of 
our,  fociety,  relided ;  many  of  the  neigh- 
bours came  in;  we  had  a"  good  opportunity, 
amongft  them,  in  the  free  extendings  ^f 
gofpel  love ;  the  do<flrine  whereof  fepmed  to 
have  a  confiderable  reach  upon  ther(|f  On 
third-day  we  had  a  meeting:  amongft  a  few 
profeflbrs  at  James-towti ;  it  being  their 
Jbarveft  time,  they  feemed  more  concerned 
about  their  com  than 'religion;  feveral  rufti- 
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ing  out,  in  a  diforderly  manner,  to  take 
care  of  that,  as  th^e  was  fome  appearance 
of  rain.  It  was  with  much  difficulty  we 
proeu.red  a  guide  to  Haverfordweft.  At 
length  we  prevailed  on  a  young  woman, 
who  feemed  to  have  the  moft  lively  fenfe  of 
religion  of  any  amongft  them.  Having  a« 
large  ferry , to  crofs,over  Milford  Hayen,  by 
iiich  difficulties  we  were  fo  hindered,  as 
not  to  reach  the  aforefaid  place,  until  about 
an  hour  after  the  time  appointed  for  the 
meeting,  to  our  great  uneafinefs.  This 
meeting  was,  for  the  naoft  part,  ,  held  in 
filence ;  yet  near  the  conclufion,  I  had  fome 
things  given  me  to  deliver,  with  confidera- 
ble  weight  and  gofpel  authority.  I  went 
next  to  Redftone,  where  the  meeting  was 
fmall,  yet  open  and  comfortable.  From 
thence  we  travelled  to  Carmarthen,  and  next 
day  to  Swanfey,  about  thirty  i^Ues,  being 
a  very  rough  open  road;  the  day  very 
ftormy,  {6  that  we  were  exceedingly  wet. 
Gtezt  care  w:as  taken  of  us,  wheii  we  got 
to  our  friend  Paul  Sevan's  houfe,  fo  that, 
through  mercy,  we  received  but  very,little 
hiarm.  On  firft-day,  being  the  22d,  we 
attended  their  meetings :  that  in  the  fore- 
noon was  held  in  a  filent  labo.ur.  In  the 
afternoon  I  had  a  clofe  fearching  teftimony 
to  bear,  tending  to  ftir  up  and  roufe  friends 
to  more  zeal  and  fervor  of  mind ;  and  was 
favoured  to  get  through  to  fatisfadlion. 
On  third-day  we  had  a  poor  fmall  meet- 
ing 


Ing  aqiongft  a  few  Yrierids  Ht  Fre^Veraque. 
I  had  nothing  to  adminiftei',  but  an  example 
of  iilence.  We  went  after  meeting  to  Poli- 
ty pool  ^  and  next  day  had  a  precious  open 
toeeting  there.  The  teftimony  of  triith 
going  fdrth  with  good  authority  and  clear- 
nefs,  was  exalted,  and  the  upright  in  heart 
Were    fweetly    comforted  in  the  enjoyment 

•of  the  Lord's  prefence,  returning  him  the 
praife, '  who  is  worthy  fbr  ever !  On  fixth-- 
day,  the  27th,  we  crofled  the  Severn  at  the 
New-Paflage,  and  went  that  night  to  the 
•widow  Young's  at  Earthcott;  had  a  hard 
trying  meeting  there  next  day;  after  which 
Ave  went  to  Briftol,  and  on  firft-day  the 
29th,  we  attended  three  meetings  there; 
the  two  firft  were  held  in  a  painful  diftref- 
■fing  (ilence,  and  the  laft  alfo,  except  a  few 
Words  near  the  breaking  up  of  the  meet- 
ing. This  was  the  firft  of  my  vifiting  that 
city,  and  a  time. not  eafily  to  be  forgot  by 
me.  It  was  irldeed  a  feafdii  of  fore  mourn- 
ing and  lamentation,  in  a  fenfe  of  their 
great  declenfioUi  But  very  Ifttle  to  be  feen 
or  felt  of  that  plainnefs,  pure  fimplicity, 
humility,  ^d  contempt  of  the  world,  fo 
confpicuous  in  their  worthy  predeceflbrs, 
who  trampled  upon  the  glory  pf  this  world, 
counting  all  as  drofs  and  dung,  in  compa- 
rifon  of  the  fmales  of  the  Lord's  counte- 
nance, and  being  cloathed  with  the  beauti- 
ful garment  of  his  falvatioil.     Oh,  how  was 

-the  choiceft  vine  planted,  made  to  fpread, 
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and    mightily    to    profper,    through   great 
fufferings  and  perfecution,  in  that  city,  in 
early  times;    fufficieritJy,  one  Would  thiiik:, 
;  to  have  deeply  eftabliiOhed  the  permanency 
thereof,   and  to  have  recommended  its  fu- 
perior  "dignity  and  excellency  to  many  ge- 
nerations!   May  not  that  of  the  apoftle  to* 
the  Galatians,    be  juftly  applied  to  them  ? 
viz.  "  O  fooliih  Galatians!  who  hath  be- 
"  witched  you,  -that  you  fhould  not  obey 
"  the  truth?  Before  whofe  eyes  Jeius  Chrift 
*'  hath  been  evidently  fet  forth,   &c.     Are 
*'  ye  fo  fooliih,  having  begun  in  the  fpirit, 
*' are  ye  now'  made  perfect  by  theflefh?" 
I  parted  with  my  compamon  at  Briftol, 
.  and  turned   my   face  homewards,    taking 
meetings  in  my  way  to  London,  at  French- 
hay,  Corfliam,  Chippenham,  Cain,  and  Read- 
ing ;  in  all  which  I  had  confiderable  open- 
,nels,  largely,  and  with  good  authority,  to 
*publifh  the  doflrine  of  truth,  to  mine  own 
.peace,   and  I  hope  to  the  comfort  and  help 
of  many ;  though  in  fome  places  my  f^rit 
was  much  plincd  with  a ,  fenfe  of  prevail- 
ing indifference  and  lukewarmnefs,  in  this 
day  of  eafe  and  outward  plenty.    On  feventh- 
day,  the  5th  of  the  8th  month,    I  got  to 
London,  and  ftaid  their  meetings  on  firft- 
day.      After  which  I  returned  home,    and" 
found  my  dear  wife  and  ^mily    well,    to 
our  mutual  comfort;  being  thankful  to  the. 
kin_d  hand  of  providence,    whofe  goodhefs 
attends    thofe   who  truft  in,  him,    both  in 
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heights  and  depths ;  taking  care  of  their 
bodies^  fouls,  and  thofe  outward  benefits  he 
hath  bountifully  favoured  them  with;  af- 
fording real  comfort  therein,  with  his  blef- 
fing,.  which  maketh-  truly  rich,  and  adds 
no  forrow  with-  it.  I  was  out  this  journey 
about  eight  weeks,  and  travelled  about  740 
miles,  having  been  at  about  forty  meetings, 

I  have  preferved  v^ry  little  or  no  account 
of  fliort  journies  and  fervice  in  this  and 
the  adjacent  counties;  in  which,  however, 
I  was  divers  times  engaged  to  labour,  both 
at  quarterly  and  other  meetings,  for  the  re- 
viving ancient  zeal  and  diligence.  But,  alas ! 
the  inordinate  love  of  worldly  enjoyments, 
good  in  themfelves,  covers  the  minds  of 
many  profeflbrs,  like  thick  clay,  who  are 
exceeding' hard  to  be  made  fenfible  of  the 
chiefeft  good,  fo  that  I  have  often  feared 
fome  of  them  will  not  hear,  until  the" 
jLord  is  provpked  to  fpeak,  with  a  louder 
voice,  in  judgment,  which  they  will  not 
be  4ble  to  tvifn  afide  from,  or  any  way  to  ihun. 
Many  in  our  fociety,  as  in  others,  having 
departed  from  the  life,'  reft  fatisfied  in  a 
profeffion  of  religion:  fome  ^Ifb  have  de- 
parted from  the  power  and  form  too,  in  a 
great  degree;  neither  appearing  one  thing 
nor  another,  0?^^^  they  fee  themfelves 
as  judicious  perSns  fee  them,  fhame  and 
confufion  of.  face  would  cover  them. 

The  next  confiderable  journey  I  have  any 
accpunt  of,  wa§  entered  upon  the  27th  of 
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the  8th  month,  1753,  in  order  to  vifit 
friends  in  feme  pares  of  Yorklhire,  Lanca- 
ihire,  Weftmoreland,  8cc.  I  met  fome 
friends  at  Walden,  who  with  myfelf  were 
appointed  by  the  quarterly-meeting  to  vifit 
that  monthly  meeting  for  their  help.  I 
was  largely  opened  in  the  meeting  of  wor- 
fhip,  tp  fet  forth  the  beauty,  order,  and 
excellent  harmony  o.f  the  feveral  members 
in  the  church  of  Chriftj  and  truth  had 
confiderable  dominion  therein,  to  our  greaE 
comfort,  as  it  prepared  our  fpirits  forclofe 
^nd  painful  labour  with  wrong  fpirits  in  the 
meeting  of  bufinefs,  who  had  the  boldnefs 
to  plead  the  payment  of  tythes  to  be  jus- 
tifiable, becaufe  required  by  the  laws  of 
the  land;  not  confidering  the  grofs  abfur- 
dity  of  making  human  laws  to  be  preferred 
before  the  laws  of  Chrift,  however  contrary 
thereto,  and  enjoined  as  an  abfolute  rule  for 
Chriftians;  unlefs  they  ft^ppofe  it  impofli- 
ble  that  any  human  laws  can  be  made  con- 
trary to  Chrift's  laws,  which  is  equally  abfurd; 
as  well  as  that  fuch  an  opinion  tends  to  invali- 
date the  great  fufFeriiigs,  and  martyrdom  of 
all  thofe,  who  'gave  up  every  thing  they  had 
in  this  world,  and  even  their  lives,  rather 
;chan  actively  comply  with  the  laws  of  th« 
land,  when  they  believdfl  them  inconfiftept 
with  the  nature  of  Chriftian^,  and  therefpre. 
a  tranfgreffion  of  Gpd's  law.  But  the  ground 
of  that  mifapprehenfion,  which  fuch  reafpn-Jf 
ers  fall  intq,    appears  to  be   upon  a  prfir 
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iUmption,  that  the  fource  of  property  is 
in  the  law,  viz.  that  the  laws  of  the  land 
can  Slienate  the  right  of  one,  Without  ren- 
dering him  any  equivalent,  and  give  it  to 
another,  who  had  no  right  thereinbefore: 
whereas  ri^ht  and  wrong  are  immutable, 
and  cannot  be,  altered  by  human  laws, 
which  only  grant  people  aid  to  preferve 
and  recover  that  which  of  right  appears  to 
belong  to  them ;  fo  that  human  laws  cannot 
bind  the  confeiences,  any  further  than  they 
are  confiftent  with  the  laws  of  God.  When 
a  fincere  Ghriftian  is  perfuaded  they  enjoin 
stny  thing  contrary  to  the  perfedl  law  of 
liberty  in  his  own  mind,  he  may  not  ac- 
tively refill,  but  paffively  fufFer  the  penalty 
thereof,  whereby  he  faithfully  bears  his 
teftimony  againft  the  iniquity  of  fuch  a 
law,  and  fo  far  contributes  to  have  it 
removed.  Now  paying  tythes  under  the 
gofpel,  being  an  antichriftian,  popifli  error, 
^he  laws  enjoining  their  payment  being 
grounded  upon  a  liippofition,  that  they  Ere 
due  to  God  and  holy  church ;  how  then 
can  any  clearly  enlightened  perfbn  pay  .them 
in  any  fliape,  as  he  thereby  aj^ents  to  that 
great  error,  and  contributes  to  fupport  it, 
to  the  great  Tcandal  and  abufe  of  the  Ghrif- 
tian. religion,  add  that  noble,  free,  difin- 
terefted  miniftry,  inftituted  by  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jefus  Chriftj  whofe  diredliop 
in  that  cafe  is,  "  Freely  ye  have  received, 
*'  freely  give?"     Much  more  might  be  faid 

m 


i32        The    JOURN^AL    &f 

to  manifefl  the  abfurdity  of  fuch  a  pl<!a  for 
the  payment  of  tythes;    but  that  I  would 
not  ^ibe  tedious,  hoping  there  are  not  riiaay  . 
anionglj  us   fo  blinded  by  the  G<jd  oi^  this 
world,    as    to    adopt    fuch    an   argument. 
Truth  prevailed  in   the  meeting,    and.  the 
teftimony  thereof  was  exalted  over^  aH,  fiach 
fpirits,     Praifes  to  our  God  for  his  gfaciou* 
4fliftance,    mercifully  afforded  to  alt  uhpfe 
■^ho   put  their  truft  in  him  alone !     I  pro- 
cepded  on  my  journey,'  and  had  meetings; 
at'iGodmancheflqr,  Oakham,  and  Leicefter; 
I  had  cloj^  fearching  labour,  in  order  that 
carelefs,  Ittkewarm  profeffors  might  be  ftir-' 
rqd.  up,    and  awakened  to  a  fenfe  of  their 
ilates.     The  teftimfxn^^f  truth  alfoj  flow- 
ihg  forth  at  times,  "kg  a.; refrefhing  ftream  of 
encouragenaent.  to   the  mourners   in    Sion, 
and  fincere  travellers   thitherwaiKls.     From 
thence  I  went  to  Nottingham,    and  had  a 
meeting;  .the    Lord   gracioufly    favouring 
with  wifdom  and  utterance,  to  divide  the 
word  aright  to  the  fcveral  ftates  .  of  thofe 
present.     Truth  greatly  prevailed,  overiha*- 
dowing  the  meeting  to  the  rejoicing  of  many 
hearts.     Next  day  I  had  a  fmall  meeting 
,  at  Furnefs  in  Derbylhire, .  wherein   I   had 
clofe  labour  with  indolent  profeffors,  who, 
nfegledling  their  own  propfr  bufinefs,  were 
too  much  depending  upon  the  labours  of 
others,  to  their  great  lofs,  as  well  as,  that 
fuch  unwarrantable  dependance  greatly  ten,d- 
ed  to  load  and  deprefs  the  life  in  thofe  con- 
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cerhed,  making  their  cxercifes  much  the 
greater.  The  next  meeting  I  had  was  at 
Matlock,  which  was  large;  the  greatefl 
part  were  people  of  other  perfuafions;  it 
was,  through  the  blefled  efficacy  of  the 
word  of  life,  an  open,  good  time,  and  the 
dodtrines  of  truth  were  largely  declared; 
Ihewing,  that  the  world  by  wifdom  knows 
not  God,  as  well  as  how  and  to  whom  he 
is  pleafed  to  make  ^himfelf  known.  The 
njeering  was  generalfy  pretty  much  afFedled 
with  the  virtue  of  truth,  which  was  emi- 
nently extended  that  day,  and  I  hope  would 
not  be  eafily  forgot  by  many.  I  went  from 
thence  to  Sheffield,  and  attended  their  meet- 
ings on  firft-day,  which  were  large.  In  the 
morning  my  fpiri|  was  deeply  baptized  into 
painful  fenfe  of  the  empty  formal  ftate  of 
ibme,  as  alfo  the  undue  liberties  of  many 
others.  I  was  made  willing  and  refigned 
to  go  down  into  fufFerings*  on  their  ac- 
count; that  if  it  pleafed  the  Lord,  I 
might  be  the  better  qualified  to  adminifter 
effedlually  to  their  feveral  ftates,  as  experi- 
ence hath  taught  me  repeatedly,  that  I  could 
not  fpeak  feelingly  to  man^iiind  for  their 
help  and  recovery,  -.any  other  way.  .  At  the 
afternoon  meeting  I  was  largely  concerned 
to  lay  their  fever atftates  open  before  them; 
it  was  a  blefled  and  feafonable  opportunity, 
tending  much  to  their  awakening  to  a  fenfe 
of  duty,  and  I  think  it  may,  with  thank- 
fulnefs,    be  .faid,  truth  was  over  all.     The 
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next  meeting  I  had  was  at  Highflats,  whiclf 
was  large,  there  being  a  numerous  body 
of  plain  friends,  as  to  the  outward  appear- 
ance^  belonging  thereunto.  It  was  a  labo^ 
xious  meeting,  but  through  divine  favour, 
there  was  ftrength  afforded,  to  lay  before 
them  in  a  clofe  preffing  manner,  the  grea« 
danger  of  rq^ing  contented  in  a  decent  form 
of  religion,,  without  the  life  and  power 
thereof.  I  hope  it  was  a  profitable  time  to 
inany.  I  went  frcpi  thence  to  ]Srighpufc 
meeting,  wherein  matter  and  utterance  were 
given,  tending  to  roufe  the  indolent,  and 
to  encourage,  the  truly  concerned  for  truth's 
profperity.  The  ne^t  meeting  was  at  Rau- 
den,  which  was  very  large  and  open,  and  the 
teliimony  of  truth  had  great  dominion.  I 
had  a  pretty  open  meeting  next  day  at 
Bradford;  after  which  I  went  to  vifit  a 
friend,  who  was  very  low  and  weak  in 
body,  few  expelling  her  recovery.  I  felt 
the  pure  virtue  of  the  holy  anointing  with 
her,  and  had  it  given  me  to  fignify,  that  I 
did  believe  the  Lord  would  raife  her  up  for 
further  fervice,  which  accordingly  came  to 
pafs.  I  wentnifrom  thence  to  Leeds,  and 
attended  their  meetings  on  firft-day.  In 
the  forenoon  the  teliimony  of  truth  was 
greatly  exalted,  in  fetting  forth  the  power 
and  efficacy  of  living  faith:  it  was  a  glori- 
ous time,  truth  being  over  all.  In  the 
afternoon,  it  was  thought  feveral  hundreds 
attended,  moftly  of  the  people  called  metho- 
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difts.     I  was  quite  fliut  up  as  to  miniftiyj 
I  thought,  in  order  to  fet  an  example  of  the 
important  duty   of  filence  to  friends  arid 
others.      The  meeting  concluded   with  an 
awful  folemnity,    which  •  I  hope  was  profit- 
a.ble  to  many.     I-  went  from  thence  to  Skip- 
tbn,  where  the  meeting  was  large,  and  the 
power  of  God's  eternal  truth  went  fotih 
in  a  fearching, awakening  teftimony,  as  well 
as  in  a  refrefhing  ftrieam  of  confolation  to 
thofe  who  flood  in  need  of  encouragement 
in.  their  travels  towards  the  city  of  God, 
I  hope  it  was  a  profitable  time  to  many.     I 
had  a  fmall  meeting  next  day  at  Airton ;  it 
was  a  heavy  painful  time  of  filence  in  the 
fore  part;  but  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  ap- 
pear, and  afford  ability  to  fearch  fome  bair* 
ren  profelTors,    by  opening  their  flates  to 
them,    with  which  they  feemed  fomewhat 
affedled;  but  alas!  how  hard  it  is  to  reach 
effedlually,  imto  thole  who   are  fettled    as 
upon  .their  lees,    living  in  a  ftate  of  mind 
that  can  reft  fatisfied  in  an  empty  profeHion. 
Next  day  I  had  a  pretty  large  meeting  at 
Settle:    there  I  found  the   life   of  religion 
much   deprefTed    with    an    earthly    formal; 
fpirit ;    but  through  divine  goodnefs,  truth 
arpfe  and  prevailed  over  it  for  the  prefent, 
and   was  .exalted,    as  being  the  one  thing 
needful.     I  went'  from  thence  to  Lotherf- 
dale,'  where  I  had  a  very   large  meeting ; 
the  Lord  enabling  me,    otherwife   a   pool* 
feelplefs  creature,    to  bear  a  thorough  tefti* 
H  h.  i^o^^j 
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mony,  fuited  to  the  various  ftates  of  thoft 
,  jKrefent ;  and  his  glorious  name  was  exalted 
nbove  every  name.  From  thence  I  went  to 
the  houfe  of  my  beloved,  friends  Jonathan 
i0d  Margai^et  Raine,  at  Trawden;  whom, 
Ibrtheir  tender  regard  to  me  when  I  want- 
.ed  fuccQur  both  for  body  and  min^,  I  have 
heretofore,  more  than  once,  had  occafion 
to  inake  mention  of;  as  likewife  of  the 
Ecroyd's  family.  We  greatly  rejoiced  in 
tiie  opportunity  of  one  another's  company 
once  more ;  truth  having  nearly  united  us 
in  our  former  acquaintance.  I  ftaid  there- 
about fomething  more  than  a  week,  attend- 
ing fereral  meetings  there  and  at  lyiarfdeia 
tjeight ;  wherein,  efpecially  at  ,  fpme  of 
them,  the  Lord  was  eminently  with  us, 
opening  the  wells  of  falvation,  that  we 
might  drink  together,  and  fing,  praifcs  to 
him  the  fountain  of  all  good.  I  had  great 
Opennefs  in  my  fervice  arhongft  them;  and 
we  took  our  leave  of  one  another  in  a  fweet 
fenfe  of  God's  love  uniting  our  hearts  one 
to  another.  On  fecond-day,  the  firft  of 
the  loth  month,  I  fet  out  for  Lancafterj 
in  order  to  .be  at  their  quarterly-meeting, 
being  accompanied  by  my- friend  Jonathan 
Raine.  I  was  at  their  monthly-meeting 
there  on  third-day,  where  I  had  fome  con- 
fiderable  fervice.  Fourth-day  in  the  morn- 
ing was  held  their  meeting  of  minifters  and 
lelders ;  which  was  to  comfort  and  edifica- 
tion.    I  found  myfelf  concerned  to  fet  forth 
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the  nature  of  true  gofpel  miniftry ;  as  alfo, 
to  point  out  feme  dangers  which  might, 
witho^^t  a  fteady  care  and  watchfulnefs,  at- 
tend thofe  exercifed  therein.       It   was,     I 
hope,  a  profitable-opportunity  to  fbme  pre- 
fent.     The  fame  day  was  held  the  qtiarter- 
ly-meeting,  -wherein  the  Lord  was  graci--»^ 
oufly  pleafed,  according  to  his  wonted  good- 
iiefs,  to  appear  for  the  help  of  his  fiaceiely 
concerned  labourers ;  as,  bleffed  be  his.  wor- 
thy name,   he  is  found  of  thofe  that  truly* 
feefc  him,  and  doth  not  fail  thofe  who  lean 
upon  him,    and  not  to  their  own  under- 
ftanding,    nor  to  former  experience  of  his 
aflifting  power  and  wifdom.  Truth  was  great- 
ly in  dominion  and  friends  much- edified, 
the  unity  of  the  one  fpirit  being  livingly  en- 
_joyed.  '  I  went  next  day,  accompanied  by 
Samuel  Fothergill,  William  Backhoafe,  and 
William  Dilworth,  to  the  quarterly-meeting 
at  Kendal.    The  feledl  meeting  for  minifters 
?ind  elders,  was  held  that  afternoon ;  I  had 
fome  good   open    fervice    therein,    on  the 
»attire  of  gofpel  miniftry,  and  the  myfteri-^ 
ous  workings  of  Satan  in  his  .transforma- 
tions.    It  was   a  tiine  of  edification  and 
comfort.     Next  day  was  held  the  quarterly- 
meeting  ;  in  the  fore  part  for  worfhip,  and 
after  for  the  difcipli-ne  of  the  church,  v^here,- 
in  I  had  fome  fervice.     Things  were  but 
low ;  we  had  a  large  meeting  in  the  even- 
ing,   both  of  friends  and  others;    it  was, 
through  the  pure  ^cacy  of  divine  vii'tue, 
a  blefied  opportunity.     I  was  largely  open- 
ed 
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cd  in  teftimony  concerning  Chrift,  the  di- 
vine light,  which  enlightens  every  man 
coming  into  the  world.  It  ended  in  folemri 
prayer  and  praifes  to  almighty  God;  our 
friend  Samuel  FothergHl  being  engaged- 
therein,  in  a  .very  powerful  and  acffe&iing 
manner.  I  ftaid  at  Kendal,  to  attend  their 
firft-day  meetings ;  at  both  which,  efpecial- 
ly  the  latter,  I  was  very  largely  opened 
to  declare  the  truth  with  power,  which 
SifFedled  and  tendered  many  hearts,  there 
being  a  great  number  of  friends,  moftly 
of  a  younger  fof t,  in  that  meeting ;  it  hav- 
ing .been  Itripped,  like  many  other  places 
of  ;iate,  of  divers  fubftantial  elders.  My 
labour  was  very  earneft,  that  the  rifing 
youth  might  come  rightly  under  the  yoke 
pf  Ghrift,"  that  they  might  be  rfeally  pre-' 
pared  and  fitted  to  fucceed  thofe  who  are 
removed  hence,  having  finiflied  their  day's 
work.  I  went  from  thence,  accompanied 
by  feveral  friends,  and  had  a  meeting  at 
Grayrigg,  to  good  fatisfadiion.  The  tefti- 
jnpny  of  truth  went  forth  with  clearnefs 
and  good  demonflration,  tending  to  awaken 
the  carelefsj  -  as  well  as  to  flrengthen  and'' 
encourage  the  honeft-hearted.  I  returned' 
to  Kendal,  and  went  next  day,  accompa- 
nied by  many  friends,  to  a  general  meeting' 
at  Windermoor.  The  Lord's  blelTed  power 
was  liyingly  felt  in  that  meeting,  whereby 
I:  was  enabled,  from  the  expreffions  of  our 
i^ord  to  Nicodemiis,    to    Ihew   the  necef- 
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fity  of  regeneration  or  the  new  birth ;  ^ 
doftrine  highly  necefTary  to  be  preffingly 
recommended  to  the  youth  in  our  fociety, 
and  carefully  weighed  by  them,  left  any 
fliould  vainly  hope  for  an  entrance  into  the 
kingdom  of  God,  by  fucceeding  their  ancef- 
tors  in  the  profefllon  and  confeffion  of  the 
truth.  A  lamentable  error!  many  I  fear 
have  fallen  into,  imagining  they  are  God's 
people,  without  his  nature  being  brovight 
forth  in  them ;  or,  as  faith  the  apoftle,  being  ' 
made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  and 
efcaping  the  corruptions  that  are  in  the 
world  through  luft.  Great  opportunity 
have  fuch,  by  education,  the  writings  of 
our  predecelTors,  and  alfo  by  the  gofpel 
miniftry  the  Lord  hath  been  pleafed  to  blefs 
our  fociety  withal,  to  colledl  and  treafiire 
up  a  great  deal  of  knowledge  in  the  fpecu- 
lative  underftanding  part,  even  to  profefs 
and  confefs  the  truth  in  the  fame  words 
or  language  made  ufe  of,  by  thofe  who  really 
learned  it  in  the  fchool  of  Chrift.  This  is 
no  more  than  an  image  or  pidlure  of  the 
thing  itfelf,  without  life  or  favour;  there- 
fore an  abomination  to  the  living  God,  and 
his  quickened  people.  I  have  touched  the 
more  clofely  on  this  head,  being  apprehen- 
five  the  danger  is  very  great,  which  the  ri- 
fing  youth  are  expofed  to,  by  dwelling  fe- 
curely  and  at  eafe,  as  it  were,  in  houfes 
they  have  not  built,  and  enjoying  vineyards 
they  never  planted ;  for  great  are  their  ad- 
vantages 


240        The    JOURNAL    of 

vantages  abote  others,  if  fightly  improved  | 
otherwife,  this  mi^ft  increafe  the  weight  of 
their  coiwienination.  I  have  divers  times 
looked  upon,  the  mournful  condition  of  thofe 
who  truft,  as  above  hinted,  in  the  religion 
of  their  edvKation,  to  be  aptly  fet  forth  in 
the  holy  fcriptures,  by  an  hungry  man 
dreaming  that  he  eateth,  and  behold,  when 
he  awaketh,  his  foul  is  empty.  Oh,  that 
all  may  deeply  and  carefully  ponder  in  their 
hearts,  what  they  have  known  in  deed  and 
in  truth,  of  the  new  birth,  with  the  fore 
labour  and  pangs  thereof!  I  cannot  conceive, 
if  they  are  ferious  and  confider  the  import^ 
aace  of  the  cafe,  but  they  will  foon  difco- 
ver  how  it  is  with  them  in  this  refpedt,  hy 
obferving  which  way  their  minds  are  bent 
and  thoughts  employed,  whether  towards 
earthly  or  heavenly  things.  Thofe  whp 
are  born  from  above,  or  rifen  with  Ghrift, 
which  is  thp  fame  thing,  it  is  natural  fof 
them  to  feek  thofe  things  which  are  above ; 
their  affecftions  being  fixed  thereon.  So, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  which  is  born  of 
the  flefh  is  but  flefh,  and  can  rife  no  high* 
er  than  what  appertains  to  this  tranfitory 
v/orld;  for  flefh  and  blood  cannot  inherit 
God's  kingdom;  and  it  is  faid,  thofe  whQ 
are  in  the  flefli  cannot  pleafe  God.  The 
apoflolick  advice  therefore,  is  to  walk  in  the 
fpirit;  that  is,  let  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  be 
your  guide  and  diredlor,  how  to  order  your 
lives  and  converfation  in  all  things;  for  the 
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<b:ikiren  bf  Odd  are  led  by  his  fpirit.  I 
hope  to  be  excufed  in  dwelling  a  little  on 
this  fu.bje(ft,  having  often  ^eatly  feared, 
that  the  descendants  of  -the  Lord's  wor- 
thiis  who  were  full  of  faith  and  good 
works,  ihould  ta:ke  their  reft  in  the  out- 
fide  of  things,  vakiing  thenifelves  on  being 
the  offspring  of  fuch :  a  forrowful  miilafce 
whic'h'the  jews  fell  into!  May  all  duly 
coniider,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  be  the 
children  of  Abraham,  unlefs  they  d©  the 
works  of  Abraham. 

Truth  was  greatly  in  dominion  that 
day,'  and  «nany  hearts  were  much  tendered 
and  Gontrited  before  the  Lord;  to  whom 
be  eyerlafti'Bsg  praifes,;  Amea!  The  lyt'sz 
meeting  was  at  tlie  Heaght,  where  I  had 
clrfe  roufing  fervice,  in  order  to  awaken 
carelefs  formal  profeffors.  The  day  follow- 
ing I  had  a  large  meeting  at  Coltis,  near 
Hawklhead;  where  I  was  favoured  with 
great  opennefs  Bpon  the  nature  of  true 
faith,  3,nd  that  it  muft  be  evidenced  by  good 
works ;  for  faith,  when  only'an  afflent  or 
confent  of  the  t»iad  to  principles  of  reli- 
gion true  in  themfelves,  being  alone,  is 
dead,  as  a  body  is  without  the  fpirit.  The 
power  of  truth  had  great  dominion,  it 
bd.ng  a  time  not  ealily  to  be  forgot.  The 
next  day  I  had  a  meeting  at  Swartfhmoor ; 
there  alfo  1  was  led  to  fpeak  largely  of 
faith,  viz.  of  Mftorical  faith,  implicit  faith, 
and  to  jfet  forth  tb£  nature  of  that  faith 

which 
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■which  was  once  delivered  to  the  faints  t 
being  their  vidlory  over  the  world  and 
all  the  corriifjtions  thereof^  It  works  ty 
love,  to  the  purifying  of  the  heart,  and 
when  the  heart  is  made  pure,  we  -can 
thereby  fee  God.'  "  Blefled  are  the  pure 
*'  in  heart,  faid  Chrift,  for  they  Ihall  fee 
*'  God."  And  his  apoftle  faid,  "  By  faith 
"  we  come  to  fee  hith  that  is  invifible."  It 
is  plain  from  the  holy  fcripture,  that  it  pro- 
ceeds from  a  divine  principle  in  man;  for 
it  is  the  evidence  ,  of  things  not  feCn,  and 
the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for.  No  man 
can  poflibly  pleafe  God  without  it.  O  that 
mankind  would  carefully  examine  them- 
felves,  whether  or  no  they  be  ii^'this  faith! 
If  they  be  in  it,  they  cannot  be  ftrangers 
to  Chrift,  inwardly  revealed ;  for'  he  dwells 
in  the  hearts  of  true  believers  by  faith ; 
his  kingdom  being  within,  where  all  his 
laws  and  ordinances  are  difcovered,  clearly 
underftood,  and  willingly  obeyed.  No 
complaint,  when  this  faith  is  recei^d  and 
held  in  a  pure  confcier^,  of  hard  things 
being  required,  or  his  commandments  being 
grievous;  but  a  foul  endued  with  thisi 
powerful  principle,  can  fay  with  fincerity,' 
the  Lord's  ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs, 
and  his  paths  are  paths  of  .peace.  It  was 
a  good  time,  and  I  hope  profitable  to 
many.  The  next  meeting  I  had  was  at 
Prefton,  near  Kendal;  there  I  was  earnefl- 
ly    concerned  to  flir   iip  friends   to   more 
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faitbfulnefs  and  a  elofer  vinion  one  •  with 
another.  It  wafi  a  laborious  time,  but  the 
tlefleS  truth  prevailed  and  carried  through, 
to  muie  own  eafe  in  a  good  degree.  I 
w?gt  from  thence  to  BriggSats,  near  Sed- 
burg.'  The  meeting  was  iai-ge,  and  for  fome 
time  heavy  and  afHicliagj  but  it  pleafed,the 
great  Mafter  of  our  affemblies  to  arife,  with- 
out whofe  gracious  help  his  poor  inilru- 
ments  can  do  nothing  to  any  good  pur- 
pofe.  It  was  a  folemn  awakening  time;  I 
hope  to  be  remembered  by  many.  I  had  a 
meeting  next  day  at  Ii,alrcnilondale,  which  was 
a  laborious  trying  time:  my  way  was  fliuc 
up  as  to  miniftry ;  friends  feemed  too  much 
at  eafe  in  a  profplTion.  When  this  is  the 
cafe,  the  life  of  i-eligion  is  exceedingly  de- 
prefTed;  ,fo  that  thoffe  who  feel  its  (late, 
muft  fuffer  therewith,  until  it  pleafe  the 
Lord  to  raife  his  pure  feed,  in  judgincnt 
againft  evil  in  people's  minds:  then  man 
falls  under  for  the  prefoiit,  and  confeifes  to 
that  name  or  power  given  under  heaven  for 
his  falvation.  But.  alas!  he  loon  denies  it 
again,  by  giving  way  to  a  contrary  power,; 
an  enemy  to  God  and  his  own  foul,  -  In 
fuch  tips  and  cfownSj  changes  and^conflidls, 
by  .the  v/orking  of  contrary  powers  in  their 
miifds,  many  weary  out  their  days  in  vain, 
b'ecaufe  they  will  not  refoive  to  choofe  the 
good,  and  to  efchew  the  evil,  that  they 
might  be  eftabliflied  upon  the  rock  o£  ages 
fof  ever.  ^  Thejacxt  day  I  had  another  meet- 
'        '         I  i  ,     i»S 
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ing  at  Prefton;  it  was  a  time  of  clofe  la*- 
bour,  yet  through  gracious  help,  I  hopj&it 
was  a  ferviceable  meeting.  I  went  froni 
thence  to  Yeoland ;  this  "was  a  fuffering 
time,  much  of  the  teflimony  given  me  t^en 
to  bear,  went  forth  fliarp  againft  fuch  who 
were  ftrong  and  confident  ill  profeffion, 
without  re%l  experience  of  thd  hving  vir- 
tue and  holy  efScacy  of  God's  eternal 
truth,  to  quicken  and  feafon  their  fpii'its. 
We  find  it  very  hard  to  gain  any  entrance 
on  fuch.  The  teftimony  is  often  felt  to 
rebound,  whjich  in  low  times  is  a  great  dif- 
couragement  to  the  poor  inftrument.  Hfere 
the  faith  and  patience  of  the  gofpel  mud 
be  ex<?rcifed.  I  underftood  after  nieeting, 
that  the  ftate  of  fome  prefent  had  been  re- 
markably fpoken  to  tfaa.t  dayj  which  tended 
to  humble  my  mind  in  thankfulnefs  before 
the  Lord,  for  his  gracious  help  and  guid- 
ance. After  thefe  exercifing  painful  times, 
douiats  are  apt  to  enter,  and  fears  to  pofFefs 
the  mind,  le'ft  we  have  been  miftaken  in 
what  we  apprehend  the  Lord  reqviired  of 
US  to  deliver.  (I  fay  us,  as  I  do  not  doubt 
but  it, has  been  the  experience  of  man^* 
others,  as  well  as  mine.)  This  ought  to 
be  carefully  guarded  againft,  left  the  poor 
inftrument  fink  thereby,  below  its  fervice, 
by  giving  away  its  ftrength  and  fure  de- 
^ftnce.  The  foul's  armour  and  weapoiis 
being,  thus  imprudently  given  away  or  caft 
off,    our  fpirits  are  weaker  thaa  thofe  of 
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others,  and  confequently  fall  under  them. 
Here  that  dominion,  in  which  there  is  a.bil' 
lity  to  teach,  may  be  loft.  There  is  great 
danger  alfo,  on  the  other  hand,  of  being 
too  confident  and  fecure,  as  I  liav?  obferved 
fome,  after  they  have  darkened  conrifel  by 
a  multitude  of  words  without  right  know- 
ledge, and  exceedingly  burdened  the  liv- 
ing, appear  quite  chearftil  and  full  of  fa- 
tisfadlion,  feeming  as  if  thoroughly  pleafed 
themfelves:  which  is  st  lamentable  blind- 
nefs,  and  difcovers  them  to  be  at  a  great 
'  diljance  from  the  di<flates  and  holy  impref- 
fions  of  truth.  This  is  what  all  ought 
earneftly  to  pray  they  may  be  preferved 
from,  walking  carefully  in  the  middle  path, 
retaining  a  jealoufy  over  themfelves,  with 
a  fingle  eye  to  God's  honour,,  and  the  pro- 
motion of  his  truth.  Then  will  their  feet 
be  fliod  with  the  preparation  of  the  gofpel 
of  peace,  and  will  appear  beautiful  as  upon 
the  mountains.  I  went  from  Yeoland  to 
Lancafter,  and  attended  their  meetings  on 
firft-day,  wh^re  I  had  good  open  fervice, 
truth  being  comfortably  in  dominion,  and 
friends,  thereby  nearly  vmited  one  to  ano- 
ther. From  Lancafler  I  went  to  the  fol- 
lowing meetings,  Filde,  Freklefton,  Prel- 
t&n,  Langtree,  and  Afhton.  They  were 
generally  fmall,  and  the, life  of  religion  at 
a  very  low  ebb.  I  was  favoured  with 
flrength  to  difcharge  the  fervice  required, 
h\  ^  clofe  painful  labour  for  their  help  and 
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recovery.     But  alas !  greait  is  the  declenlion 
in  thofe  parts,  and  I  feaif  but  little  laid  to 
heart.     The  next  mteetingi  I   went   to  was 
^^t    Hartfhaw,    "being    a    general    meeting, 
which  wa;s  very  large,    imd  although  fome-r 
thing  heavy  gnd   painfvjl  in  the .  fore  part, 
fet,  through  divine  goodnefs,    it   proved   a 
iblemn  feryiceable  meeting,  and  by  ftrength 
and   wifdom   received  ..from   above,    divers 
weighty    gofpel  truths    were  delivered,    to 
the   comfort  and  edification  of   many.      I 
Jiad  th3.t  evening  a  large  meeting  at  Waxi- 
ringtpnj    but,    as  heretofore   in    the  >%iie 
place,  I  felt  their  life  and  dependance  was 
too  much  upon  and  after  declarations'.     I 
found  it  my  duty  to  difappoint  that  fpirit, 
by  fitting  the  whole  time  in  filence.     I  went 
from  thence  to  my  valuable   friends  John 
.and  Jofhua  Tott's,    near  Leek,  in  StafJordr 
ihire,    having  3amwel  Fothergill  for  -conir 
pany  and  guide,     I  had  a  ferviceable  meetr- 
ing  at   Leek ;    my  labo^ar  was  clofe  in  plain 
dealing  with  {bme,    who   appeared  to  me 
too    much    exalted   in   their  own'  wifdom 
and    conceit  of    themfelves,    whereby   the 
fimplicity  pf  the  truth  was  too  much. over- 
looked by  them.     On  fifth-day,  the  ift  of 
the    iith   month,    beiqg    accompanied    by 
Jofhua  Tpf^c,    I  went  tp  Stafford,  arid  had 
'a  fmall  poor  meet;ing  there.     Next  day  in 
,^he  evening  we  had  a  meeting  at  Tamworth, 
■^^rhich  was  large,    being  chiefly  made  up 
:|«'ith  thC:  <:onfiderable  ^inhabitants    of.  t;he 
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town.     The  public  fervice  thereof  fell  upon 
my  companion j    with    which   I   was,  well 
pleafed,    but  found  my  mind  pot  clear  of 
friends    belonging    to   that    meeting,    -and 
therefore  defired  to  have  a  meeting    with 
them,  next  day,  at  a  friehd's  houfe,  as  I  was 
defirous  to  have  friends  only.     I  had  cloffe 
fearching  fervice  amongft  them,  yet  to  m.y 
comfort  and  great  relief  in  the  end.     On 
firft-day,    the  4th,    I  was  at  Birmingham 
meetings;    the  forenoon  was  a  good  open 
time,    wherein  the  teftimony  of  truth  was 
.exacted;  but  the  afternoon  proved  a  heavy 
painful  meeting;  my  way  was  quite  ihut 
up    as    to    miniftry.      Now    apprehending 
myfelf  difcharged  from  further  fervice  in 
jthis  journey,  on  fecond-day  morning  1  fet 
my  face  homewards,  and  got  to  Northamp- 
ton that  night,    and  next  day  to  Hitchin, 
and  got  hpme  on  fourth-day,  the  7th  of  the 
I  ith  month,  finding  my  dear  wife  and  fa- 
mily well ;  being  tjiankful",  as  we  had  great 
caufe,    to  the  fountain  of  all  our  mercies, 
for   his    providential   care  over  us,    when 
outwardly  feparated    for    his   fervice  fake. 
1  was  from  home  this  journey,  about  ten 
.weeks  and  three  days,  in  ^hich  time  I  travel- 
led, by  account^  about  760  milesj  and  was  at 
about" fifty- five  meetings.    In  the  year  1 754, 
I  travelled  with  my  eftedmed  friend  Jo^n 
,Ch\irchman,    through  Hampfliire,   the  Ifle 
,pf  Wight,    and  part  of  Surry;    the  parti- 
fulars   whereof  I  cannot  at  prefent  fiiid; 
j^,  tut 
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but  I  remember  it  was  the  Ikft  of  his  travels 
in  this  nation,  and,  that  we  Were  nearly 
United  in  the  fervice;  the  power  an(i  wi^ 
dom  of  truth  being  livingly  and  comfort-- 
ably  with  us,  enabling  us  to  labour  with 
diligence  for  the  promotion  of  truth,  and 
our  own  peace.  In  the  fort  part  of  the  year 
1756,  being  in  cornpany  with  my  efteemed 
friend  Peter  Andrews  from  America, 
ibmetimes  vifiting  meetings'  in  the  city  of 
.London,  I  was  feized  with  a  violent  diforder!; 
it  was  with  confiderable  difficulty  I  got 
home,  and  foon.  took  my  chamber,  wi^ere 
I  continued  many  weeks  under  great  afflic- 
tion of  body,  and  alfb  of  mind  at  times, 
which  I  have  divers  times  experienced  as  a 
further  trial  of  my  faith,  and  patience. 
The  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to  withdraw  his 
comfdrting  enlivening  prefence;  I  have 
thought  rather  more  fo  in  thofe  times  of 
bodjily  afflidlions,  than  others.;  tor  wife 
ends,  i  beft  kno#n  to  himfelf.  Oh !  who 
can  underftand  or  conceive  the  anxiety  of 
the  mind  when  this  is  the  cafe,  ,  except 
thofe  who  have  fplt  the  fame  ?  But,  through 
divine  favour,  it  was  not  fo  with  me  always, 
efpecially  in  the  laft  of  my  great  illneffes, 
iRrhich  was  the  latter  end  of  1758,  when  the 
toys  of  heaven  fo  opened  upon  my  foul,  as 
I  had  never  known  before,  which  made,  me 
willing  to  hope  that  I  was  ifiear  entering  into 
tTie  full  fruition  thereof.  How.  ftrong  were 
my  defires  then  to  be  diffolved,  and  to  he 

with 
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with  ChriilTor  ever !  Ready*to  Iky,  now  let 
thy  fervant  depart  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes 
have  feen  thy  falvation !  but  I  was  not  then 
accepted  herein,  neither  was  my  mind  after- 
wards free  from  feme  fears  and  doubts,  that 
I  had  offended  a  gracious  God,  by  an  over- 
anxious;  defire  to  be  removed  from  a  mili- 
tant to  a  triumphant  Hate.  The  example 
of  our  Lord  (though  he  was  the  only  be- 
gotten,  Son)  in  addreffmg  the  Father,  is 
highly  worthy  to  be  ever  reiAcfnbered  by 
us,  in  all  our  defires  and  prayers,  viz. 
"  Neverthelefs,  not  my  v/ill,  but  thine  be 
"done!"  The  above  hints  may  fall  into,  the^ 
hands  of  feme  poor  affli6led  perfons,  to 
whom  they  may  afford  comfort,  by  obferv- 
ing,  they  are  not  quite  fingular  in  their 
trials,  and  from  thence,  through  the  divine 
bleffings,  receive  fome  encouragement: 
which  is  my  rtafonfor  penning  them,  as  well 
as  many  other  remarks  in  the  courfe  of  this 
journal ;  even  on  my*  moft  inward  and  hid- 
den trials.  I  have  had  great  caufe  to  blefs 
and  praife'  the  Lord,  many  times  lince, 
when  I  have  obferved  the  great  advantage 
of  thbfe  very  pinching  feafous  of  affli6lion, 
how  much  they  tend  to  refine,  and  to  efta- 
blifli  the  foul  tipon  the  rock  of  ages,  yielding 
thd'  peaceable  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  to  thole 
who  are  properly  exercifed  thereby.  I  had 
very  little  health  from  the  time  that  I  was 
taken  before-inentioned,  for  about  twa 
years;    yet  vvas  enabled,    in  1757,  to"  vifit 

friends' 
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■friends  meeting  in  Kent,  Suflex,  and  foHie 
few  meetings  in  Hampflbire,  &c.  I  fet 
out  from  home  the  12th  of  the  7th  morxth, 
and  croffed  the  Rivdr  Thames  at  Gravefend, 
where  by  appointment  I  met  my  friend 
Jofeph  Taylor,  and  with  him  Jofeph  Wood, 
and  Stephen  Jackfbn,  all  from  London. 
We  went  that  afternoon  to  Rochefter,  where 
about  fix  in  the.  evening  we  had  a  meeting,- 
there  being  a  meeting-houfe ;  though  I 
think  but  one  perfon  (then)  a  young  woman, 
who  made  profefTion  with  us.  Many  others 
canie,  and  there  was  an  opennefs  to  declare 
the  dodlrines  of  truth  largely  ambngft  than, 
which  I  hope  was  not  altogether  in  vain. 
From  thence  we  all  went  to  Canterbury, 
except  Stephen  Jackfon,  who  returned 
home.  We  had  a  meeting  there,  made  up 
chiefly  of  profefTcsrs  with  us.  The  tefli- 
mony  of  truth  went  forth  in  a  clofe  fearch- 
ing  manner,  and,  through  mercy,  it  was 
exalted  over  all  of  a  contrary  nature.  The 
Lord^had  the  praife,  and  his  fincere  follow- 
ers fatisfacflion  and  comfort;  We  had 
a  meeting  next  at  a  place  called  Burchiag- 
ton,  where  there  was  a  meeting^hioufe, 
but  none  of  our  fociety  living  in  that  place; 
the  people  filled  the  hou:fe,  and  a  pretty 
many  out  of  doors ;  they  appeared,  in  gene- 
ral, a  low  ignorant  people ;  yet  the  Lord, 
with  whom  there  is  no  refped:  of V  perfons, 
opened  the  dodlrines  of  the  gofpel'  largely, 
and  in  a  reachipg   -affeding  manner,    by 

which 
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whicli  many  feemed  to  be  tendered.     Next 
day  we  had   a  meeting   at  Drapers,    near 
Margate,     -which    was   linall,    and    things 
low  as  to  the  life  of  religion.     In  a  very 
fmall  meeting  in  the  evening   at   Deal,    I 
had     fome     clofe     fervice;      after     which, 
one  perfon  gave  me  fufficient  caufe  to  fee 
there  was  .need  of  it.     The  next  meeting 
was  at  Dover,  being  on  feyenth-day  in  the 
evening,  as  I  was  defirous  of  being  at  Folk- 
ftone  on  the  day  following.     Truth  opened 
do6lrine    and    counfel    for  their  help  and 
edificatioin^  there  being  fome  laitely  convin- 
ced of  our  principles,  who  appeared  tendef 
and    hopeful.       I    had    good    fatisfadlion 
amongft  the  few  friends  in  that  place.     At 
Folkftone  the  meetings  were  large,  bttt  the 
life  of  religion  mournfully  low  and  borne 
down,    not  only   With  thofe   things  com- 
monly called  undue  liberties  in  many,  buC 
alfo,    with  the  form,  of  feligion,    without 
the  power  of  it  in  others.  ,  I  had  (as  it  were) 
a  threfliing  inftrument  put  into  mine  hands, 
and  was  enabled  to  difcharge  the  fervice  re- 
quired, to  my  great  eafe  and  relief;  for  m^ 
fpirit  ■  Was    exceedingly  loaded   and  bowed 
down  at  that  place.     Oh!  what  pity  it  is, 
that  old  profelfors,  inilead  of  being  as  pil- 
lars in  thq  houfe  of  God,  and  as  Aarons  and 
Hurs,    bearing    parr   of   the    Lord's    great, 
-work  (fb   happily  and  g'oriou-fly  begun  in 
the  earth)  fhould  be  a  means  of  obftrudling 
the  fame,    and  by    the   carnality  of   their 
K  k  r^'  •    fpirits, 
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fpirits,  burden  and  greatly  deprefs  the  word 
of  life  in  the  meflengers  of  Chrift,  fent  in 
order  to  carry  it  on  amongft  mankind: 
thereby  rendering  themfelves  altogeth^run- 
worthy  to  be  named  by  his  name,  to  tafte 
of  his  dainties,  of  to  live  under  .this  latter, 
^nd  as  glorious  a  manifeftation  of  evangeli-- 
caHight  and  truth,  as  was  ever  extended  tQ 
inankind!*Is  not  the  great  defiga  of  the 
Almighty  obvious,  in  gathering,  us  as  a 
people  into  -his  fold,  to  fit  under  his  teach-^ 
mgs,  and  coiifequently  under  his  glorious 
manifeftatiqii,  fliowering  upon  us  greaj; 
plenty  of  rain  from*  above,  and  heavenly 
dew  as  upon  Hermon's  hills,  viz.  that  we 
might  be  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord,  full  of 
fruitful  plants  and  fragrant  flowers,  fend- 
ing forth,  a  fweet  fmell,  y^ea,  to  be  as  a 
fountain  of  gardens,  and  wells  of  ,  living 
IBvater,  and  ftreams  from  the  goodly  beauti- 
ful mountains  of  Lebanon :  for  it  is  writ- 
ten, "  Out  of  the  belly  of  him  that  be- 
*'  lieves,  fhall  flow  rivers  of  living  water." 
By  which  it  plainly  appears,  that  the  Lordjs, 
chofen  people  are  like  conduits,  channels^; 
o^:  water- fpouts,  to  convey  the  water  of 
life  into  the  wildernefs,  that  it  may  be- 
come a  fruitful  field,  and  that  the  defart 
land  may  come  to  rejoice,  andbloflbrn  as  a 
fofe ;  alfo  into  the  fea,  viz.  ambngfl;  the 
nations,   languages,  tongues  and  people  *, 

to- 
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\o  heal  the  fiflies  that  are  in  this  fefi^  viz,  ■ 
the  back'fliders  and  diftempered  of  mankind, 
But  oh,  how  flowly  doth  this  work  igq  on! 
And  what  a  little  progref^  it  hath  yet  made, 
to  what  was  expecled  by  thofe  v,aliants,  whp 
■firft  engaged  againft  Babylon,  in  the  morn- 
ing of  bur  day,  and  made  th^t  kingdom 
fhake!  But  many  under  the  fame  profeffion 
in  this  d^y,  are  turned  sigainft  the  truthj, 
and  at  the  fame  time  they  pretend  to  main- 
tain its  caufe,  they  are  fupporting  and 
ftrengfhening  the  kingdom  of  Babylon  all 
in  their  power,  which  is  exceeding  flrange 
to  think,  and  perhaps  would  not  be  believed" 
by  hundreds  that  really  are  doing  it.  TIlp 
reafon  is,  they  firft  of  all  have  taken  fome 
draughts  of  the  wine,  out  of  the  whore  of 
Babylon's  golden  cup,  whereby  they  are  fo 
intoxicated,  as  not  to  know  what  they 
are  doing;  fo  that,  when  they  think  they 
arc  ferving  God,  they  are  ferving  Satan. 
^Vere  not  the  Jews  drunk  with  this  cup, 
when  they  dreapied  that  God  was  their  fa- 
ther, and,  at  the  fatne  time  were  in  reality 
of  th-eir  father  the  Devilj  doing  his  works, 
when  they  thought  they  were  doing'  God's 
works  ?  This  woeful  miffake  has  been,  and 
is  almoft  general  amongft  mankind.  When 
they  fupprefs  the  n^eafure  of  grace  in  them- 
felves,  and  drink  a  few  draughts  as  above- 
faid,  they  are  then  fit  to  follow  autichrift 
whitherfoever  he  will  lead  them;  but  he 
fyill  take  care,  not  to  have  much  crofs  to 

the 
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tlie  will  of  the  flefli  in  his  religion,  left  they 
Ihould  be  tempted  tg  leave  him;  that  being 
the  very  reafon  of  the  violence  they.have  of- 
fered to  the  divine  witnefs,  which  formerly 
rofe  up  againil  them  in  their  minds,  viz* 
becaufe  they  faw  if  they  followed  that, 
the  crofs  muft  be  taken  up,  and  felf  mnft  be 
denied.  At  this  they  have  flumbled;  and 
although  little  fenfe  is  at  prelent  retained 
thereof,  by  reafpn  of  the  intoxication  before 
mentioned,  yet  when  they  are  fummoned 
before  the  judgment-feat  of  Chrift,  and  the 
books  come  to  be  opened,''^ll  will  then  fee; 
things  as  they  really  are,  which  do'  not.  a;« 
ail  change  their  snatures,  though,  by  a  dcr- 
fedl  in  the  capacity  before  defqribed  they  bfl 
not  feen  or  underftpod. 

It  is  wortliy  to  be  remembered,  and  deep-  , 
ly  pondered  by  great  numbers  in  ptir  focie^y, 
that  it  was  the  rebellion  and  unfaithfulnefs 
of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  that  was  the  caufe 
of  their  being  turned  back  again  into  a 
barren,  doleful,  howling  wildernefs,  when 
near  th^  borders  of  the  land  of  promife. 
They  doubtlefs  might  have  then  jentered, 
fubdued  the  idolatrous  inhabitants,  and  taken 
full  pofleffion  th^eof,  had  thfey  believed  in 
and  obeyed  that  mighty  Jehovah,  who  wi;h 
an  ontftretched  arm  had  brought  them  out 
of  the  -land,  pf  Egypt,  dividing  the  Red.  Sea 
in  mercy  to  theni,  and  for  the  deftrudlion 
pf  ..their  enemies*  But  oh  [  what  a  long 
wildernefs  they  had.  afterwards,  fpi:  a^PUt 

the 
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the  fpace  of   thirty-eight  years,    until  all 
that .  people  had  fallen,   except   Caleb   and 
Jolliua,  men  of  upi-ight  hearts,  whom  the 
Lord   honoured  ^■ith  being  the  leadg^rs  of 
an    entire    new  people  to  poflefs  the  laxid. 
Cannot  the  empty  formal  profelTprs  amongft 
Xis,  who,  under  great  pretenfions,  have  fuf-r 
fered  a  heart  of  vinbelief,  a  rebellious  heart, 
that  has  departed  from  the  liying  God,  and 
embraced  this  prefent  world,  read  their  ow^ 
condemnation  in  the  before-^mentioned  ac- 
count? Shall  they  ever  enter  into  the  hea- 
venly Canaan^?    or  be  accounted  worthy  to 
carry   on  his  glorious  work  in  the  eartji,?' 
No,  verily;    but  they  muft  fall  into  great 
condemnation,  except  they  repent,  and  re- 
deem their  mif-fpent  time,  and  another  peo- 
ple' be  raifed  to  maintain  this  glorious  caule, 
to   whom  the  Cajeb's  and  Jofhua's  in  our 
fociety    will.be   as   leaders   and   dire<5ors; 
like  Prifcillas  and  Aquilas,  to  expound  unto 
them   (who  enqviirethe  way  to  Sidn)    the 
way  of  the  Lord  more  perfedlly;  for  I  am 
fully  perfuaded,  our  fociety  will  riot  ceafe  to 
be  a  people,  nor  the  glory  ever  depart  there- 
from wholly,  as  it  did  from  the  Jewifli,  and 
in  a  great  degree  the  lapfed  Chriftian  church. 
I  have  no  doubt,  but  that  a  people  will  be 
preferved  from  generation  to  generation,  to 
contend  earneftly  for  the  faith  once  delivered 
to  the  faints,  and  to  maintain  th,e  fame  with 
the  dpdlrine  and  principle  yefulting  thercfH. 
from,  fo  eminently  revived  in  our  predeceC- 

fors, 
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fqrs,  and  moft  furely  believed  by  us.  So 
that  when  it  ihall  pleafe  the  Lord  to  awa- 
ken the  nations,  there  will  be  no  occafion 
to  expeiS:  new  difcoveries,  or  other  manifef- 
tations,  but  the  Lord  will  •  fhew  where  he  ; 
feeds  his  flock,  and  where  they  lie  down 
at  noon.  I  do  not  expe(5l  the  ,  prefent  le- 
thargy, arid  almoft  univerfal  iridifFerence  of 
all  denominations  of  Ohriftians  about  reli- 
gion, is  to  continue  very  long,  for  the 
Lord's  foul  abhors  it.  I  am  fully  perfuaded 
he  will  arife  in  dreadful  inajefty,  to  Ihake 
terribly  the  earth ;  the  poweri,  wifdom,  po- 
licy, and  fplendor  thereof,  and  ^ot  only 
the  earth,  but  the  heavens  alfo,  that  he 
may  remove  thofe  things  which  can  be 
Ihaken,  that  thofe  things  that  cannot  be 
ihaken  may  remain.  Then  fhall  people  fee 
how  empty  and  fruitlefs  their  religious  prC'- 
tenfions  have  been.  Then  will  their  eyes 
and  cries  be  to  the  Lord,  to  fliew  them  the 
pafture  of  the  flock  of  his  companions. 
Then  will  mankind  receive  a  kingdom 
which  cannot  be  fliaken.  But,  oh!  the 
bitter  cups  that  muft  be  drank,  and  the 
phials  of  God's  wrath,  that  niiifl:  be  poured 
upon  nations  and  kingdoms,  before  mankind 
in  general  will  be  humbled  enough,  to  fub-' 
mit  to  the  yoke  of  Ghrifl;,  and  to  learn  of 
him,  who  is  irieek  and  low  in  heart.  But 
he  is  Lord  of  lord's  and  King  of  kings,  and 
can  turn  and  overturn,  until  the  inhabitants 
of   the  earth   are   willing  that  he  fliould 
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■feign  whofe  right  it  is;  *'  for  when  the 
"  judgments  of  the  Lord  are  in  the  earth, 
*'  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  will  learn 
"  ,righteoufnefs." 

Great  and  marvellous  hath  been  the  Lord's 
condefcenfion  and  goodnefs,  manifefted  for 
our  help  and  prefervation  many,  ways ;  one 
whereof  I  cannot  well  omit  a  fliort  remark 
upon,  viz.  the  reviving  of  ancient  zeal  for 
the  promotion  of  difcipline  and  good  order, 
which  I  find  is  almoft  general  throughout 
the  fociety,  that  fpirit  of  found  judgment, 
and  di?  burning  of  that  holy  fire,  which 
the  Lord  doth  kindle  in  the  hearts  of  the 
faithful,,  has  never  been  wholly  extin- 
guifhed,  fince  we  have  been  a  people; 
though  in  fome  places,  through  the  neg- 
le(5t  of  many,  it  hath  burned  rather  faint 
and  languid.  This  has  of  late  been 
much  augmented,  and  the  number  of  thofe 
■who  will  not  take  bribes  (that  is,  through 
favour  and  afifeftion  pervert  judgment)  inr 
creafed.  I  pray  God,  for  his  great  name's 
fake,  and  his  people's  prefervation,  this 
good  work  may  profper !  Publick  miniftry, 
though  a  great  bleffing,  help,  and  comfort 
tO'  God's  people,  may  be  fhunned,  evaded, 
.and  turned  off  by  individuals:  but  the 
' church  cannot  eafily  -lofe  ground,  under 
a  godly,  impairtial  adminiftration  of  found 
judgment,  and  dealing  in  the  way  of  good 
order  and  difcipline,  as  this  brings  judg- 
ment home :  Thou  axe  the  man.     Here  in- 
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dividuals  mull  condemn  the  evil,  or  be  diA 
united  from  the  body,  .that  it  may  not  be 
infedled  or  endangered  by  their  defe<5lion. 
I  went  from  Folkftone  to  Maizam,  where 
I  had  a  meeting,  and  fome  clofe  fearching 
labour,  in  order  to  awaken  drowfy  lukewarm 
profeffors.  I  had  meetings  alfo  at  Afliford^ 
Tentefden,  and.Cranbrooke,  where  I  found 
things  exceeding  low  as  to  truth  and  friends, 
and  but  very  little  of  the  fubftance,  or  even 
form,  to  be  met  with.  My  fpirit  was  much 
affedled  with  forrow  and  mourning,  in 
"'viewing  the  deplorable  eftate  of  the  focirty 
in  this  county;  yet  I  endeavoured  with 
patience  to  wade  along  in  my/erviiee,  and 
to  difcharge  the  duty  required  of  me. 

1  then  proceeded  to  vifit  Suffex.  The  firft 
meeting  I  haxi  in  that  county,  was  Gard- 
ner-Street j  r  icBuld  find  but  very  few,  if 
any,  truly  alive  in  religion  there.  I  had 
hard  clofe  work  with  the  unfaithful,  in  fome 
important  branches  of  our  Chriftian  tefti- 
mony,  to  which  L  was  immediately -led;  for 
I  knew  nothing  of  their  ftate  by  outward 
information.  I  had  meetings  alfo  at  Lewes, 
Brighthelmftone,  and,.  Arundel.  '  At  i  .aU 
which  pjaces,  I  found  the  life  of  religi(jW 
much  deprefled.  My  fervice  was  clofe  ana^ 
fearching ;  but  alas !  carnal  profeiTors  are 
very  hard  to  be  m^ade  fenfible  of  their  de- 
plorable condition.  From  Arundel  I  wen^ 
to  Chichefter^  where  I  had  a  meetings  and 
good  open  fervice,    not  only  to  ftir  up  the 
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carelefs  to  more  fervent  labour,  but  alfo  to 
encourage  and  ftrengthen  fonie  tender- 
hearted travellers  Zion-Wards.  It  was, 
through  the  holy  efficacy  of  truth,  a  blei* 
fed  tittle.  !•  wei^t  from  thence  to  Alton, 
in  Hampfliire,  and  ,  attended  their  firft-c|.ay 
meeting.  There  is  a  large  body  of  friends, 
amongft  wham,  the  great  Mafter  of  bur 
aiTemblies  opened  dodlrine  ^nd  ■counfel, 
fuited  to  their  feveral  ftates,  ancj  th^  blelTecl 
truth  was  -  in  great  dominion  that  day^ 
The  next  meeting  I  had  was  at  Godalming, 
SSrhere  I  hgd'very  elofe  heavy  fervice,  being 
made  fenfiblg  of  much  indifference  an4 
lukewarmnefs  in  Ibme  profeffors.  It  was 
pften  my  iQt  iEo  hboiir  for  the  llirring  up 
and  reviving  of  fuch:  but  ialas!  it  is  hard 
Work,  yet  fu^ci^ntly  rewarded  by  the  com- 
fortable returns  of  true  peace,  in  a  faithfuj 
difcharge  of  duty.  Tlie  next  meeting  I  had 
was  at  Staines,  which  was  pretty  open  and 
fatisfacStoryj  being  livingly  engaged  to  adf 
minifter  fuitably  to  the  feveral  ftates  of  thofe 
prefent.  I  went  from  thence  tq  IJxbridge, 
where  I  ha4  open  thorough  ferviee,  to  good 
fatfefaftion.  After  which  I  went  to  High^ 
Wicl^ham,  and  had  ^  heavy  laboripus  meet*? 
ing.  The  fame  day  I  had  an  evening  meet- 
ing at  Araerfliam,  in  which  I  had  fome 
ferviee,  though  things  were  yery  low, 
^ext.  day  I  had-  a  meeting  at  Jordans, 
where  the  bleffed  truth  had  great  dominion, 
gnd  -  the   teftimony   thereof   ^©wed   forth 
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freely,  in  doflrine  and  cotinfel,  fear  the  help 
ai^  comfort  of  thofe  ptefent.  After  which 
I  went  to  London,  where  I  ftaid  the  firfl:- 
day  naeetings  over.  I  attended  Grace-ehurch- 
Street  in  the  morning,  where  I  had  good 
iervice,  and  the  teftimony  of  truth  had  great 
dominion.  I  went  to  Devo^ftiire-Hotife  in 
the  afternoon,  where  I  had  alfb  a. good  open, 
time  to,  declare  the  truth;  finding  much 
eafe  and  peace  of  mind.  ,The  fervice  of  this 
fniall  journey  being  over,  I  returned  home 
the  next  day,  having  been  out  about  four 
weeks,  at  28  meetings,  and  tpavelJed  about 
350  miles. 

The  next  journey  I  have  any  account  of, 
was  chiefly  in  order  to  vifit  the  qua,rterly- 
meetings  of  Lincoln,  York,  Lancafter,  and 
Keildal.  I  fet  out,  the  i6th  of  the  6th 
month,  1758,  and,  by  appointment,  met 
Jofeph  Taylor  at  Cambridge,  wha  was  to 
be  my  companion  as  far  as  York.  It  being 
'firft-day,  we  went  to  their  meeting  in  the 
mornirtg,  which  was  very  fmall,  and  things 
exceeding  low ,  as  to  the  life  of  religion. 
We  went  in  the  afternoon  about  ten  miles; 
to  a  general- meeting  at  a  place  called  Over, 
which  w^s  large,  and  I  was  largely  opened 
therein,  in  clofe  awakening  fervice, 
tending  to  roufe  carelefs  protelTora,  of 
whom  there  feemed  to  be  many  at  that 
meeting.  We  proceeded-  after  meeting  as 
far  as  Erith,  and  next  day  got  to  Spalding, 
in  Lincolnfhire,  where  we  met  our  worthy 
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friend  Mordecai  YarnaH.  from.  America, 
who  was  then  on  a  religious  vifit  in,  tnis 
nation,  and  Samuel  Neal  from  Ireland, 
The  aoth  in  the  morning  we'  fet  out  for 
Lincoln  quarterly-meeting,  '  which  began 
the  next  day  about  noon,  atid  ended  the  day 
following.  Truth  is  at  a  low  ebb  in  this 
county,  and  the  difcipline  in  the  main  but 
poorly  managed,  and  the,condu(5l  of  divers 
profeflbrs  adminifters ' caufe  of  offence;  yet 
we  were,  through  the  extendings  of  mer- 
ciful goodnefs,  favoured  with  confiderable 
6i:tennefs,  and  pretty  thorough  fervice  for 
their  help,  and  to  our  own  eafe  in  a  good 
degree.  After  this  meeting  was  over,-  ray 
companion  and  I  proceeded  on  our  journey 
towards  York,  taking  Leed's  firft-day  meec-» 
ings  in  our  way,  which  were  large,  very 
heavy,  and  laborious.  My  proper  bufineft 
was  to  wade  under,  a  great  weight,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  indolent  fpirits  of  thofe  who 
were  unwilling  to  labour  and  bear  theis 
own  burdens,  in  an  exanaple  of  filence. 
Next  morning  was  held  their  inonthly- 
meeting  of  minifter§  and  elders,  where  I 
had  clofe  fervice;  and  the  fame  da;^  that 
for  difcipline,  which  was  exceeding  large, 
our  fociety  being  very  numerous  thereabout. 
The  teftimony  of  truth  was  greatly  exalted 
therein,  in  treating  concerning  Chrift,  the 
everlafting  Rock  upon  which,  the  church  is 
built,  whereupon  only  it  can  ftand  firjn, 
againft  all  the  attempts  of  a  potent  ad verfary, 

and 
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and  his  dmifTaries.  Next  day  we  went  to  Ycwfe^ 
where  thn  fame  evening  was  held-  the  quar- 
terly imeeting  of  minifters  and  elders.  I 
had  fome  open  ferviee  thereiuj  particularly 
io  minifters.  We  were  divinely  f?ivoure4 
in  the  fuBceeding  meetings,  both  for  wor- 
fhip  and  difcipline,  to  our  edification  an4 
coEiifdrt.  From  York  I  Went  towards  Ken^ 
dal, "  ahd  was^  in  my  way,  at  a  yearly- 
meeting  held  on  a  firft-day,  in  a  large  barij 
near  Bingley ;  where  (it  was  thought)  were 
very  near  a  thoufand  people  of  other  religi- 
ous perfuafions,  befides  many  of  our  own  fo- 
ciety.  I  was  largely  opened  thei"ein  tq 
preach  the  everlafting  gofpel,  in  the  autho- 
rity and  deiiwnftratioR  thereof.  ThjC  peo- 
ple generally  behayed  in  a  fober  becoming 
manner,  appearing  well  fatisiied,  which  is 
too  often  the  moft  we  can  fay  in  our  day^ 
concerning  fu<dh  memcirable  opportunities  j 
■whereas,  our  predeceiiqrs  might  have  added, 
perhaps j  that  feyeral  hundreds  were  con-» 
viiiced.  However,  we  mnft  content  our- 
felves  with  .^ the  ftate  or  condition  of  th§ 
fields  pf  the  worldj  in  oiir  day:  and  al- 
though we  cannot  lift  up  our  eyes  as  they 
coiild,  to  behold  the  fields  white  unto  har- 
.  veft,  yet  let  there  be  honeft  endeavours.  t0 
■  contribute  all,  in  our  power,  for  the  bring- 
ing then^  forward  in  this  refpedl,  and  leav0 
the  reft  to  thfi  Lord,  in  wbofe  hands  alone 
^re  times  g.nd  feafons.  I  ha,d'  a  meeting  at 
^kipton  that  evening,  to  good  fatisfadlioni 
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t  went  frons  thence  to  Settle,    and  was  at 
their  manthly-meeting,  where  I  had  good 
fervice,    and  fo  proceeded  to  Kendal,   ac- 
ijompanied  by  divers   friends.      The  fame 
4ay.  was  held  the  meeting  of  minifters  and 
elders,  wherei©  our  ancient  worthy-  friend 
James  Wilfdn,  had  excellent  fervice,  to  our 
great  comfort  and  edification.    Their  quar" 
terly-meeting    of    bufinefs   was  /held  next 
day,    \vherein  I  had  good  fervice,    in  thcf 
o'pening  of  gefpel  life  a.n<i  power.    A  blef- 
fed  meeting  it  was.     The  Lord  alqrie  had 
the  praife,  who  is  foi*  .ever  worthy  thereof  J 
I  a,ttended  K-endal    meetings    the  firft-day 
following,  which  were  very  large,  and  pre- 
cious j   the  everUfting  truth  and  its   tefti* 
mony,  being  exalted  over  all  of  a  contra?y 
natur&i    to  the  great  comfort  of  the  up- 
right in  heaJTti    I  w^ent,    accompanied  by 
our  friend  Jame%  Wilfon,  and  many  others, 
to  their  general  meeting  at  Prefton  Patrick, 
whidi  was  very  large.    My  fervice  therein 
was   clofe,   fearchingj    and  laborious;   not 
only  ir^  a  fenfe  ©f  gre^t  lukewarmnefs  and 
indifference  in  fome,    but  alfb  the  heart- 
bviraings,  difvimoni  and  ftcret  fmitings  one 
a,gainft  another,    of  others.    It  feemed  to 
me,    that  Spirit  had  fubtilly  prevailed  oa 
fonifi  accounted  of  the  lorenioft  ranjk,   t<J 
their  own  hurt,   and  the  wounding  of  the 
innocent  life.     My  Spirit  had  been  pain^ 
fully   aiKdled  with   the  fame  fenfe  of  th* 
flate  #f  that  meeting,  in  dqgrce,    jn  my 
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former  vifits  to  it;  biit'never  Had  fo  much 
power  and  comfortable  dominion  over  the 
fame,  as  at  this  time,  wherein  truth  mightily 
prevailed,  to  the  fubduing,  at  leaft  for  the 
prefent,  all  that  was  of  a  contrary  natuTe* 
Near  the  conclufion  of  the  fai«i  meeting,  our 
Worthy  ancient  friend,  before'-mentioned, 
publicly  teftified,  that  the  eternal  truth 
df  God  was  over  all,  exhorting  friends 
highly  to  prize  fuch  blefled  opportunities 
and  carefully  to  improve  thereby. 

In  relating 'what  has  been  done,  in  mar- 
vellous kindnefs  and  condefcenfion,  through 
me  a  poor  weak  inftrumeht,  towards  the 
help  and  reftoratidn  of  my  flllow- mortals, 
i  do  fincferely  defire,  if  any  good  is  done, 
the  Lord  only  may  have  the  praife,'  honour, 
and  glbry;  for  he  alone  is  worthy,  and 
ao'thiftg  belongs  to  the  creature,  but  hu- 
mility, reverence,  obedience,"  and  laying  the 
mouth  as  in  the  duft.  I  would  be  fo  un- 
derftood  throughout  the  whole  narrative, 
though  not  always  exprelTed  in  words. 

I  went  from  Kendal  to  Lancafter.  The 
quarterly  feledl  meeting  for  minifters  and 
felders  Was  firft  held ;  wherein  our  ancient 
friend  James  Wilfdn,  before-mentioned, 
'bore  a  noble,  evangelical  teftimony,  to  the 
iriftrud:ion,  edification,  and  great  coinfort  of 
friends.  Next  day  was  held  their  quarterly- 
meeting  for  difcipline,  in  which,  through 
the  efficacy  of  divine  power,  I  had  fbme 
open'tveighty  fervice.  I  cannot  well  for- 
bear 
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bear  remarking  the  great  fatisfadllon  and 
pleafure  I  had  at  this  meeting,  in  behold- 
ing, and  having  the  acceptable  company  of 
three  honourable,  worthy,  ancient  frieiids, 
viz.  James  Wilfon,  Lydia  Lancafter,  and 
Grace  Chambers ;  who,  I  think,  all  bore 
living  and  powerful  teftimonies  therein,  in 
a  very  afFedling  manner,  to  the  holy  efficacy 
of  .that  everiafling  truth,  which  had  been 
with  them  all  their  life  lon^.  _  Oh !  it  was 
a  time  of  much  humbling  jen|||toiragement, 
to  fee  their  greenrifelfe  anfFn^ntfulnefs  in 
old  age.  I  looked  ufion  them  as  patterns  of 
primitive  times  and  friends.  There  is  fome- 
thing  wonderfully  great  and  excellent,  feen 
only  by  thofe  eyes  which  the  Lord  hath 
opened,  in  the  native  fimplicity  o^the  truth, 
■  and  that  eftate  into  which  it  gradually 
brings  a  man,  w^ho,  in  a  total  denial  of  felf, 
hath  fully  given  up  to  be  formed  by  it. 
This  I  take  to  have  been  very  much  the  cafe 
with  friends  in  the  beginning,  which  ren- 
dered them  fo  very  obnoxious  to  the  fpirit 
of  the  world ;  than  which,  there  is  nothing 
more  oppofite  to  a  redeemed  ftate :  ib  that 
the  more  any  are  drawn  out  of  the  corrupt 
ways  and  fpirit  of  the  world,  the  more 
they  are  hated  by  it.  This  is  obvious, 
when  we  confider  the  treatment  which 
Chrift  bur  Lord,  in  whom  the  Godhead 
dwelt  bodily,  met  with.  If  many  in  profef- 
iion  with  us  are  nearer  in  unity  and  peace 
with  the  world  npw,  than  our  friends  were 
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formerly^  let  it  not  be  anderftood  as  a 
tokeiEi  of  their  advanceflaeat  in  the  nature 
and'fpirit  of  true  ireligio®;  but  the  contrary, 
viz.  that  they  are  falitfn  nearer  thereunto, 
and  become  more  like  it  in  fpjrit,  though 
fomewhat  dii^rent  as  to  the  exterior  part  of 
religion,  which  the  world  cares  not  much 
for,  when  it  finds,  that  ift  the  main,  we 
are  making  advances  towards;  them.  Gup 
friends  formerly  delivered  themfelves  it\ 
miniftry  and  writing,  in  a  plain,  fimple  ftils 
and  language,  becoming  the  Caufe  they 
were  fincerely  engaged  to  promote^  chiefly' 
aiaaing  to  fpeak  and  write,  fb  as  to  convey 
the  power  and  eiEcacy  of  the  pure  truth,  to 
that  of  God  in  the  confciences  of  men.  It 
is  no  fmall  glory  to  the  righteous  caufe  we 
are  engaged  to  promote,  that  it  has  niadi? 
fiich  a  mighty  progrefs  in  the  world,  upon 
a  better  foundation  than  that  of  human 
helps  and  learned  accomplilhments.  The 
very  firft  and  moft  epiinent  inftruments, 
raifed  to  propagate  the  fame,  were  illi^r 
terate  men,  agreeable  to  what  Paul  deli-^ 
vers,  I  Cor;  chap,  i.  ver.  26,  ?7,  28,  and 
29.  May  thefe  things  be  weightily  con- 
fidered  by  all  thofe,  who  feem  to  aim  at 
fcefcing  ciedit  to  the  fcciety,  by  means  of 
thole  outward  embellilhnients,  from  which 
our  worthy  ancients  were  wholly  turned,  to 
feefc'  and  wait  for  that  living;  power  and 
holy  authority,'  which  alone  is  able  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  lean's  redea^ptio^  to  the* 

end 
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end  ttf  time :  the  departure  from  which 
opened  the  door  effedtually  for  the  apoftacy 
to  overfpread;  then  human  wiidom  and 
learning  became,  in  the  eftimation  of  de- 
generate Chriftians,  eflentially  neceflary  to 
make  minifteirs  of  the  gOfpel.  But  the 
early  mih,ifters  and  writers  in  the  Ghrif- 
tian  church,  b«:ame  very  eminent  another 
'way,  as  we  have  great  reafon  to  believe 
moft  of  them  were  illiterate  men ;  and  fuch 
of  them  who  had  attained  human  l^rning^ 
when  the  power  of  the  gofpel  was  inwardly 
revealed,  laid  all  fuch  iccorriplifhments 
down  at  the  feet  of  that  power,  to  whom 
'Cvei'y  knee  muft  bow,  and  every  tongue  mttft 
confefs:  fo  that  we  find  them  counting  all 
that  as  drofs  and  dung,  to  which  men,  in 
their  corrupt  wills  and  Wifdpm,  give  thg 
higheft  place  for  ufefulnefs,  as  above  hint- 
ed. And  I  think,  fome  amongft  us  fall 
very  little  Ihort  of  the  fame  difpofition 
of  mind,  thqiugh  they  do  not  care  to  own 
it  in  words  }  for  I  have  divers  times*  ob- 
ferved,  fome  have  but  little  relifh  or  tafte 
for  the  fubftantial  truths  of  the  gofpel,  in 
a  plain  fimple  drefs ;  nor  to  read  books, 
holdihg  forth  the  fame,  unlefs  they'  find 
fome  delicacy  in  the  ftile  and  compofition. 
An  honeft  fubftantial  minifter  may  wade 
into  the  feveral  ftates  of  people,  in  order 
to  bring  forth  fuitably  thereunto,  in  the 
native  nmplicity  of  th6  truth^  and  his 
labour  herein  be  feen,  gladly  owned  and 
M  m  received. 
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teceivedj  by  the  eircumcifed  in  heart  and 
ears, .  wbei'e  his  lot  is  tafl  j  yet  the  fort  of 
people  amongft  us  afeehre-naentioned,-  of 
which  I  fear  there  Are  many,  do  not  knoW, 
nor  liliueh  regard  him,  fearcely  thmking  it 
vforth  their  wMle  to  ?fctehd  the  meetings  fuch 
a  onfe  is  engaged  to  vifit;  But  ifthey  hear 
of  one  eoiriiiT^  wh6'  is  noted  for  learning 
■^nd  ^loquenee^  though  p«"haps  far  fhort  of 
the  other  in  depth  of  experience,  -what  fol- 
lowing' after  him  from  meeting  to  meet- 
ing! Enough,  if  the  inftrument  is  ilot 
pretty  #ell  groun4edj,  to  pufF  it  up  with 
a  va.in  conceit  o£  itfelf^  and  to  exalt  it  ab^ye 
meafure.  Some  have  with  fbrrow  bbferved, 
iiiu^h  hurt  has  bfeeri  done  amongft  us,  by 
fuch  gre^t  imprudence.  I  hate  often  feea 
reafon  to  conclude,  popularity  and  common 
^pplaufe  is  no  fafe  rule  to  judge  tif  the  reafl 
Worth  of  a  minifter.  Therefore,  when  I 
have  heaM  mueh  crying-up  of  any  inftru- 
ment, I  have  been  apt  to  doubt  its  fafe 
ftanding,  and  holding  out  to  the  end;  which 
it  cannot  poffibly  do,  if  the  fame  defire  pre- 
yaiU  to  fpeak,  as  there  is  in  fuch  people  to 
hear.  I  am  perfuaded,  if  fuch  keep  upbn  a 
right  bottom,  they  will,  at  times,  find  it 
their  duty  to  ftarye  and  difappbint  fuch 
cravings  after  words. 

I  had  an  open  fatisfadlory  meeting  at  Lan- 
Cafter  the  day  after  the  quarterly-meeting,  in 
which  the  holy  virtue  of  truth  greatly  united 
friends  in  the  bond  of  love  and  peace.     The 

14th 
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14th  of  the  7  th  month  I  fee  put,  in  company 
with  my  kind  friends  Jonathan  Jilaine  and 
wife,  Williaixi  pilworth,  andTabitha  Eeroy4> 
and  lodged  that  night  at  W^atton,  near  Pref- 
ton<  Next  morning  I  took  my  leave  of 
the  above  faid  friends  in  much  near  afFec- 
tioji,  except  WiUiam  Dilworth,  who  acr 
companied  me  to  Warringjton  tliat  day. 
The  next,  being  the  firft  of  ^e  v^ee^  i| 
attended  Penketh  meetiag  in  th^e  ^©ynj^, 
and  Warrington  in  the  afternoon.  At  botll 
which,  my  labour  in  the  miniftry  was  he?.vy 
and  painful,  on  account  of  the  formal, 
Ufelefs  ftate  of  too  maijy,  who,  by  their  age 
and  long  profeflxon,  might  h^-ve  been  as 
pillars  in  the  church;  ag  well  as  the  chaf- 
finefs,  and  want  of  folid  experience  by  their 
not  yielding  to  the  vilitstion  of  truth,  in. 
many  of  a  younger  rank.  Thus  it  is,  when 
heavenly  bleiTings  have  been  lliowered  down 
upon  people,  not  duly  improving  thereby, 
they  become  more  inienfible  than  others 
who  have  not  been  fo  highly  favoured.  I 
was  enabled  to  difcharge  the  fervice  re- 
quired, in  a  fearching,  awakening  manner, 
to  my  own  relief  in  a  good  degree.  I  went 
the  liext  day  to  my  worthy  friend  Jolhu^ 
Toft's,  near  L,eek,  who  had  th^A  loft  his 
fight,  but  feemed  frefla  and  lively  in  his 
fpirit.  We  had  great  fatisfadlibn  in  coni- 
pany  and  converiation  with  each  other.  I 
ftaid  one  whole  day  with  him  and  his  bro- 
thpr,  and  then  proceeded  towards  Worcefter^ 

'■      taking 
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taking  meetings  at  Dudley  and  Stourbridge. 
I  had  fome  open  fatisfa<!lory  fervice  at  the 
firft,  and  a  very  laborious  painful  time  in 
filence,  at, the  other,  where  truth  feemed 
to  me  much  deprefled  by  wrong  things. 
Pn  feventh-day  I  went  frpm  thence  to 
"Wprcefler,  and  attended  their  firft-day 
meetings,  aaid  was  mournfully  affedled  there^ 
in  with  a  fenfe  of  lukewarmnefs  in  many 
profeflbrs,  finding  it  very  hard  for  the  life 
and  power  of  truth  to  arife  into  dominion, 
fo  as  to  make  them  fenfible  of  their  llates^ 
My  labqur  was  fo^  the  mod  part  in  filence,' 
though  I  had  fome  clofe  public  fervice.  I 
went  after  the  laft.  meeting  as  far  as  Eve- 
iham,  on  my  way  to  London,  and  from 
thence,  ;lie  next  day  home  to  my  dear  wife, 
and  found  her  well;  which,  together  with 
other  favours,  I  was,  through  infinite  kind- 
nefs,  made  a  partaker  of  in  this  journey, 
bowed  my  mind  in  humble  thaakfulnefs 
to  the  botmtiful  author,  of  all  bleffings, 
who  is  alone  worthy  of  dominion  and 
worfhip  for  evermore.  I  was  from  home 
about  five  weeks  and  five  days,  and  travel- 
led, by  account,  664  miles,  and  was  at  37 
meetingsi  ■ 

I  have  prpferved  no  account  in  vrriting, 
of  my  travelling  in  the  ferviCe  of  truth,  aft^r 
I  returned  from  the  laft-mentioned  journey, 
iihtil  the  fore  part  of  the  year  1760,  when 
-I  entered  upon  my  journey,  in  order  to  vifit 
the  jnee'tin^s  of  friends  in  the  nation  of 
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Ireland    a    f^cond    time;    havitog    had    it 
weightily  upon   my   mind,    at   times,    for 
fome  years.      But  when   it  drew   near,    I 
clearly  faw  the  time  fixed  tb  fet  out,  which 
I  did  the  firft  of  the  3d  month,  in  the  afore- 
faid    year,     and    went    to   London.      The 
ad  being  on  firft-day,    I  went  to,  Grace- 
church-Street  meeting  in  the  morning.    My 
bufinefs    therein  was  to  fet  an  example  of 
filence.     In  the  afternoon  I  had  good  open 
fervice  at  Devonfliire-Houfe  -meeting.     On 
fecond-day   morning    the   3d  I   went  into 
the  Weft-Ghefter  ftage^oach,    and  arrived 
at  that  city  on  fifth-d^  night,  the  6th.     I 
went  next  day  to  Park-Gate,  to  inquire  for 
a  paflage,  where  I  found  divers  veflels  ready 
to  fail ;  yet  the  wind  being  contrary,  it  was 
uncertain  when ;  fome  having  already  wait- 
ed near  a  month  for  a  fair  wind.     I  return-'^ 
ed  to  Chefter  that  night,  and,  next;  day  was 
poorly  of  a  cold,    having,    fince  my  great 
illnefs,  been  very  tender  in  my  lungs,  and 
apt  to  be  afHid:ed  with  an  alihmatick  dif- 
order;  fo  that  travelling,  elpecially  in  cold 
foggy  weather,  became  very  unpieafant  for 
me  to  bear,    having  endured  confiderable 
hardfliips    in  my  journey    from,  London,- 
by  fuch   weather  and  the  motion  of  the 
coach.     But  all  was  made  up,  in  the  fweet 
enjoyment  of  that  pure  love,  which  makes 
hard    things   eafy  and  'bitter  things  fweet. 
The  9th,    being  firft-day,  I  "w^as  at  Chefter 
meeting,  the  nvimber  of  friends  being  but 
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fmall,  and  the  life  of  religion  very  low; 
yet  it  pleafed  divine  goodnefs  to  extend  mer-r 
ciful  help,  giving  me  opennefs  in  the 
fpringing  up  of  life,  to  adminifler  fuitably 
for  their  advantage,  I  hope,  if  rightly  ina- 
proved.  The  loth  in  the  morning,  having 
hired  a  guide  and  two  horfes,  I  fet  out  for 
Holy  Head,  in  order  to  take  a  pafTage  for 
Publin  in  one  of  the  packets,  and  got  thi- 
ther next  day  about  fix  in  the  evening. 
Here  I  found  one  of  the  packets  was  to 
fail  early  next  morning.  I  went  on  l^oaid 
the  1 2th,  about  fx  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  landed  at^iublin  about  fix  in  the 
evening,  the  fame  day^  having  had  an  eafy 
paffage  and  civil  ufage  on  board,  and  was 
kindly  received  by  my  open-Jiearted  friends 
Samuel  Judd  and  family.  I  was  pretty  much 
fatigued  with  travelling,  being  alfo  affli(3;ed 
with  a  cold  upon  my  lungs,  which  was 
aggravated  by  the  thick  fulphurous  air  of 
Publin.  Yet  the  pure  virtue  and  holy 
anointing  of  the  precious  truth,  carried 
through  and  over  all  weakneis,  both- of 
body  and  mind.  My  foul  being  enabled  to 
extol  and  magnify  the  God  of  my  falva^- 
tion,  for  his  gracious  fupport  every  way ; 
for  indeed,  humanly  looking  and  judging  of 
iftiings,  it  might  not  haVfi  appeared  prudent, 
confidering  my  weak  and  infirm  ftate  of 
body,  efpecially*  alone,  to  have  undertook 
fuch  a  journey;  but  the  power  of  gofpel 
love  gaining  the  afcendency  over  all  reafon- 
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ings  and  conlblfations  with  flefh  and  blood, 
made  me  willing  to  give  up  life  and  all,  in 
anfwering  the  Lord's  requirings,  and  to 
purfue  what  he  was  pleafed  to  call  me  unto, 
as  far  as  ability  of  body  would  Adtoit. 
This  is  a  great  myftery  to  the  carnal  man,_ 
but  it  hath  as  xeal  an  exiftence  in  a  re- 
deemed mind,  as  that  a  principle  of  felf- 
love  is  the  fpring  of  aiflion  in  an  unredeeni'- 
ed  mind.  On  fixth-day,  the  13th,  I  weht 
to  the  tveek  day  meeting  at  Sycamore- Alley, 
where  humbling  goodnefs  was  refrefhihgly 
near,  and  opened  the^odlrihfes  df  truth 
largely  and  livingly^  to  me  conlfdrt  of  manjr. 
hearts.  On  firft-day,  the  i6th,  I  went  tb 
Meath-Street  in  the  morning,  where  I  had 
thbrongh  fervice,  to  mine  own  great  com- 
fort and  eafe ;  though  my  fpirit  was  much 
grieved,  to  view  the  havock  made  amongft 
friends  in  that  great  city,  by  undue  liber- 
ties ,j  but  moft  of  all  under  a  motirnful 
fenfe,  that  the  dragon's  tail  had  drawn  fome 
of  the  liars  down  again  into  earthly  pollu- 
tions, and  caufed  a  bad  favour.  This  was 
offenflve  to  my  foul,  even  as  a  nuifance  iii 
that  meeting.  May  others  harm  and  mis- 
carriages caufe  all.  the  Lord's  anointed  to  be  * 
very  Watchful.  I  went  to  Sycamore-Alley 
in  the  afternoon,  vvhere  the  meeting  was 
yery  large.  Silent  waitings  upon  God  was 
my  fervice  therein,  in  which  I  had  peace 
and  Comfort;  and  towards  the  conclufion, 
there  was  an  awful  foleronity,  in  a  remark-^ 

able. 
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able  manner,  over  the  meeting,  wherein  the- 
excellency  of  filent  worfliip  appeared.  On 
fecond-day,  the  17th,  I  went  to  Baltibois 
and  had  a  meeting  there  next  day.  I  had 
-clofe  roufing  fervice  therein;  the  teftimony 
,of  truth  went  forth  very  Iharp  againft 
haughty  libertine  fpirits.  There  I  met  my 
good  frienti  Abraham  Shakleton,  who  tra^ 
veiled  with  me  moft  of  the  time  I  was  in 
that  nation.  Of  him,  I  think,  it  may 
be  faid,  as  was  of  Nathaniel,  "  Behold  an 
*'  Ifraelite  indeed,  in  whom  there  is  no 
*'  guile!"  He  wa^% great  comfort  and  help 
to  -me,  and  thoughne  did  not  appear  public- 
ly as  a  minifter;  yet  he  would  drop  tender 
advice  at  times,  in  families,  in  a  very  affedl- 
ing  manner.  His  whole  converfation,  looks, 
and  deportment,  was  fo  leavened  and  tem^^ 
jpered  with  the  good,  that  I  looked  upon 
him  as  a  preacher  of  righteoufhefs  where- 
ever  he  came.  I  went  with  him,  after  the 
abovefaid  meeting,  to  his  houfe  at  Bally- 
tore,  where  next  day  I  had  a  precious  open 
meeting,  and  good,  thorough  fervice  there- 
in;  the  bleffed  unchangeable  truth  being  in 
dominion  OY°r  all.  The  20th  I  had  a  good 
ferviceable  meeting  at  Athy,  and  the  next 
day  another  at  Raijianyon,  in  which  there 
was  a  wonderful,  manifeftation  of  the  divine, 
power,  and  mjich  clearnefs  in  opening  the 
dodlrines  of  truth;  fo  that  !■  believe  there 
were  few,  if  any,  but  were  fenfibly  afl^ed 
therewith.     I  hopcfuch  great  extendings  of 
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favour  will  not  be  e^fily  forgot.  From 
thence  I  went  to  Edenderrv,  and  was  at 
their  meeting  on  firft-day,  the  23d,  which 
was  a  very  large  meeting,  and  the  power 
and  wifdom  of  truth  was  eminently  mani- 
fefted,  in  furnifliing  with  ability,  to  dividd 
the  word  aright  to  the  feveral  ftates  in  that 
great  meeting.  It  was  in  muchdi*ead  and 
weight,  riot  fparing  any  rank  or  ftation  in 
the  fociety.  All  there,  I  believe,  through 
divine  favour,  had  fome  Ihare  of  that  day's 
work:  I  hope  riot  eafily  to^be  forgotten* 
May  the  Lord  alone  have  the  praife !  for" 
he  is  the  author  of  all  the  good  that  is,  or 
can  be  done.  The  25th  I  ■  had  a  large 
meeting  at  MoUnt-Melick,  in  which  I  had 
thorough  fervice.  The  labour  was  fome- 
♦  what  painful,  in  a  fenfe  of  indifference j 
and  the  infipid  formal  ftate  of  top  many,  a.^ 
well  as  the  pride  and  undue  liberties  of 
others;  both  which  have  forrowfully  pre- 
vailed in  that  nation ;  yet  1  found  great  ea{e 
and  peace  of  mind,  in  the  difcharge  of  that 
weighty  concern,  which  v/as  upon  me  for 
.their  help  and  re<^overy,  and  which  I  hope 
had  a  good  effedl  on  many.  •  Kext  day  I  had 
a  large  meeting  at  Mount-Rath.  I  Was  en-' 
abled  to  difcharge  the  fervice  required,  in 
a  fearching  manner,  that  carelefs  profeflbrs  ■ 
might  be  ftirred  up  to  their  ,•  refpedlive 
duties,  and.  ancient  zeal,  ardour,  and  beauty 
reftored  to  the  'churches.  From  the^ffe  I 
went  to  James  Huchinibn's,  where  I  hid 
Nn  am 
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an  open  ferviceable  meeting;  I  hope  to  the 
comfort  and  help  of  many.  The  28th  I 
had  a  meeting  at  Ballinakill,  where  I  had 
a  good  degree  df  opennefs,  for  the  help  and 
encouragement  of  friends  in  the  way  of 
well-doing ;  but  things  were  very  low  there, 
as  to  the  life  of  religion.  I  went  after 
meeting  to  Carlow,  in  order~,to  attend  the 
province  fix  weeks  meeting.  Many  friends, 
from  the  feveral  parts  of  the  province, 
came  to  it.  It  was  a  large  meeting,  and 
Confidering  the  low  declined  ftate  of  things, 
we  were  favoured  with, wonderful  extend- 
ings  of  heavenly  po\fe:,  wifdom,  and  living 
virtue,  in  order  to  heal  and  reftore  back- 
fliding  Ifrael.  Great  and  marvellous  is, 
and  hath  been,  the  condefcenfion  of  the 
Almighty  to  his  people,  through  all  agesf 
The  dodrine  of  the  gofpel  flowed  forth 
freely  to  the  feveral  ftates  of  thofe  prefenr, 
and  many  were  much  humbled,  in  an  aw- 
ful fenfe  of  the  divine  prefence,  which  is 
the  life  and  ftrength  of  God's  people.  I 
had  a  large  meeting  at  the  fame  place  on 
firfl-day,  the  30th,  it  was  a  blefled  oppor- 
tunity of  favour  and  faving  help  extended 
,to  thofe  prefent:  furely,  if  thefehigh  bene- 
fits are  not'  duly  improved,  great  will  be 
the  condemnation  of  thofe  upon  whom 
they  are  beflowed.  I  went  from  thence 
home,  with  my  kind  friends  Robert  Lackey 
and  wife,  and  had  the  next  day  a  precious^ 
open    meeting  3iid  good   fervice    therein, 
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at  the  houfe  of  our  worthy  ancient  friend 
Samuel  Watfbu,  of  Killconner,  .  I  went 
from  thence  to  Rofs,  where,  at  the  houfe 
of  Samuel  EI7,  I  had  a  low  afflidling  meet- 
ing, but  little  to  be  felt  of  the  life  of  re* 
ligion.  I  was  quite  £hut  up  as  to  miniilry. 
From  thence  I  went  to  Waterford,  where 
on  the  3d  of  the  4th  rrionth,  1  had  a  large' 
meeting;  it  proved  a  time  of  clole  labour; 
yet  I  waded  through  to  mine  own  eafe,  in 
a  good  degree.  On  the  4th,  I  had  an  open 
precious  meeting  at  Glonmell.  Oh,  how 
the  heavenly  virtue  did  ftream  forth!  iu 
do(5lrine  and  counfel,  for  the  help,  encou- 
ragement, and  ftirring  up  of  friends  and 
others,  to  their  religious  duty.  The  great 
name  of  our  God  was  adored  and  mag- 
nified. The  5th  I  went  to  Cork,  and^  at- 
tended their  meetingis  on  firft-day.  They 
were  large,  and  although  the  declenfion 
from'  the  life  and  fimpUcity  of  truth  is  very 
grea:t;  and  obviou^  amongft  friends  in  that 
city,  and  ijiany  tinder  pur  name  are  much 
defiled  with  the  love  of  earthly  gratifica- 
tions, preferring"  their  outward  intereft  to 
that  of  religion ;  yet  great  was  the  extend- 
ings,  pf  diYine  love  and  favour  foj  their 
help  and  recovery.  The  dodlrines  of  the 
gofpel  were  thereby  largely  and  livingly 
opened,  I  hope  to  the  comfort  and  help  of 
many,  c^ufing  the  hearts  of  a  fin  cere,  up- 
j^ight-minded  remnant  amongft  them  great- 
ly to  rejoice  with  thainkfulnefs.  Oa  third- 
day^ 
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day,  the  8  th,  I  attended  a  very  large  mest- 
ing  -there,  both  of  friends  and  people  of 
other  religious  perfuafions ;  it  being  ap^ 
poiiited  for  the  marriage  qf  our  friend 
Samuel  Neal  to  a  daughter  of  Jofhua  Beale, 
and  grand-daughter  of  our  worthy  friend 
Jofeph  Pike,  deceafed.  The  fore  part  of 
this  meeting  was  very  cloudy  and  painful, 
but  the  fincere  travail  of  the  upright  in 
heart  prevailed  with  the  Lord  to  arife-  then 
his  enemies  were_  fcattered,  and  the  gloriovig 
powerful  truth  fhone  forth  in  its  beauty, 
whereby  the  poor  had  the  gofpel  to  preach, 
in  %he  blefled  demonftration  thereof.  It 
waa  a  time  not  to  be  tafily  forgotten; 
made  fo  by  his  refrefhing.  prefence,  who 
turned  ojar  water  of  affli<^on  into  the  re-^ 
viving  wine  of  his  kingdom;  to  whom, 
for  the  multitude  of  his  inereies  to  his 
church  aiid  people,  be  huinble  thankfgiv-, 
ing,  fincere  obedience,  and  j^raifes  for  ever-. 
more,  Amen !  I  went  from  Cork  diredl- 
ly  to  Limerick,  where  on  the  nth  I  had 
a,  thorough  open  meeting,  and  the  tefti-r- 
mony  of  truth  was  greatly '  exalted,  1  hope, 
to  the  cornfort  and  help  of  many.  I  often^ 
piuch  admired  the  divine  condefcenfion,  in 
the  open  vifitations  of  hisi  nnmerited  love 
find  long-fuffering  kindnefs,  to  a  greatly 
revQlted  f^nd  bac^iiiding  people.  But  what. 
^ve  finite  creatures  canaot  comprehend*  q£ 
hia  unfathojnahle  rjgard  to  the  workraanT 
|hip  qf  his  hands,  v^e  ought  to  adore,  and 
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worfhip'him  for,  with  reverence  and  awful 
fear.  So  be  it,  faith  my  foul,  both  in  time 
and  eternity.  I  went  from  thence  to  Kill- 
connen-Moor,  where  on  firft-day,  the  13th, 
I  attended  their  meeting,  which  was  but 
fmall,  and  my  fervice  therein  was  very  I'a- 
borious.  The  teftimony  given  ta  bear  went 
forth  very  Iharp  againft  wrong  liberties. 
I  was  much  affli(Sled,  in  a  fenfe  of  the  al- 
moft  defolate  ftate  of  that  meeting,  which 
that  worthy  man  John  Afhton,  being  iirft 
himfelf  convinced  in  that"  remote  place, 
was  the  inftrument,  in  the  Lord's  hand, 
by  his  favoury  circumfpecfl  life  and  labour 
to  gather.  I  had  a  meeting  in  the  afternoon 
at  Birr,  where-  there  are  but  few  of  our  fo- 
ciety,  but  many  of  the  people  called  me- 
thodiils,  and  foldiers  came  in.  The  gof- 
pel  of  life  and  falvation  was  largely  preach- 
ed unto  them.  The  neceffity  of  the  new- 
birth  was  urged  and  preflingly  enforced. 
The  nature  whereof,  from  a  degree  of  ex- 
perience, being  fet  forth,  the  meeting  ap* 
peared  to  be  generally  affccled,  and,  I  hope, 
it  was.  a  ferviceable  time.  Some  of  the 
methodifts  did  in  words  exprefs  their  great 
fatisfadlion,  after  meeting,  beyond'  what  I 
choofe  to  mention.  On  the  15th  I  had  a 
very  painful  exercifing  meeting  at  the  Moat. 
Great  indeed  vpas  the  diftrefs  .of  my  mind, 
viewing  the  general  hardnefs  and  infenfibi- 
lity,  as  well,  as  the  vain  frothy  light  fpirjts 
pf  ^aie,    I  had  very  little  opennefs,   ai|| 
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fcarcdy  any  thing  to  deliver,  but  under  a 
fenfe  of  the  Lord's  anger  being  kiridled 
againft  them,  by  whom,  if  they  do  not  re- 
pfeht,  they  will  be  rejedled.  Though,  I 
hope,  there  were  fome  few  had  a  degree 
of  tendernefs  and  good  defiresj  but,  alas! 
it  is  a  hard  lot  for  fnch  who  have  a  fenfe 
of  feeling,  to  be  incorporated  with  a .  peo- 
ple generally  fb  infenfible  of  the  life  of  re- 
ligion ;  b'ut  the  Lord  is  all-fufficient  for 
thofe  who  put  their  trufl  in  him.  From 
thence  I  went  to  the  Freeman's,  near  Old-" 
Caftle,  where,  on  the  1 8th  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  had  a  meeting  held  at  their  houfe, 
for  our  friends  only,  in  which  I  had  matter 
and  utterance  given  fui table  to  the  ftates  of 
the  few  ,  prefeht,  who  were  pretty  much 
afFeded  with  the  teftimony  of  ^  truth.  In 
the  afternoon  I  had  a  large  meeting  in 
friends  meeting-houfe  at  Old-Caftle.  I 
underftood  after  meeting,  they  were  moftly 
papifts.  I  had  a  large  opportunity  to  pub- 
lifh  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  with  con- 
siderable clearncfs ;  fliewing  the  neceffity  of 
obtaining  vidory  over  fin,  through  the  power 
and  efficacy  of  living  faith  in  Chrift;  by 
whom  only,  full  remilTion  of  fin  is  to  be 
obtained,  upon  fincere  repentance;  fliew- 
ing, in  fome  meafure,  the  great  danger  of 
fuppofing  the  Almighty  hath  delegated  the 
power  of  forgiving  fins  to  any  man^pr  fet 
of  men  whatever ;  that  all  who  were  defirous 
to  be  freed  therefrom,  muft  know  the  work 
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of  God's  fpirit  in  their  hearts,  to  work  that 
change,  or  to  bring  forth  that  new-birth 
our  Lord  taught  Nicoderaus  the  neceffity 
of.  The  auditory  were  generally  quiet  and 
attentive,  appearing  to  depart  well  fatif- 
fied.  One  of  the  papifts  after  meeting  did 
to  me  exprefs  much  fatisfadlion  with  the 
do(fbf ine  delivered.  But  I  underftood  one 
or  two  priefts  were  much  offended  there- 
with, yet  they  faid  nothing  to  me;  fo  all 
palTed  off  qviiet,  as  was  my  mihd,  having 
fweet  comfort  in  the  labour  of  that  day. 
From  thence  I  went  to  Coothill,  and  the 
2oth  was  at  their  firft-day  meeting,  where- 
in I  was  largely  concerned  in  a  clofe  rou- 
fing  teftimony.  It  was  very  fliarp  againft^ 
the  inordinate  love  of  the  world,  which^i 
and  other  undue  liberty,  feemed  to  me  to 
have  almoft  laid  that  meeting  wafte.  Their 
monthly-meeting  of  bufinefs  was  held  that 
day,  which  to  me  was  another  token  of 
their  little  regard  to  the  great  caufe  of  re- 
ligion and  virtue,  that  they  could  not  find 
it  in  their  hearts  to  beflow  another  day  for 
tranfadling  the  weighty  affairs  of  the  churcli^ 
which  I  have  always  obferved  to  be  the  cafe, 
where  friends  are  really  alive  in  religion,  and 
not  narrowed  up  by  the  love  of  the  world. 
It  hath  often  appeared  wonderful  to  me, 
how  the  profeffors  of  truth  dare  offer  fuch 
an  indignity  to  the  infinite  being,  and  his 
awful  work,  as  ,to  put  it  off  vuitil  it  fuits 
them  befl,  and  when  they  are  iiKely  to  fuf- 

fer 
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fer  the  leafl:  difadvantange  in  that  refpedl  to 
their  outv^ard  affairs. .  What  is  pointed 
out  by  the%fFerings  under  the  law,  being 
of  the  firft  year  and  without  blemilh  ?  And 
what  is  meant  by  offering  the  firfl-fruits  to 
the  Lord  ?  Oh,  how  ungratefully  do  fome 
adl,  as  if  any  thing,  or  any  time,  was  good 
enough  to  offer  unto  him !  I  have  obferved 
in  fome  places,  thoug^ji  I  can  with  com- 
fort fay,  it  was  but  in  very  few,  thafthey 
hold  their  monthly  and  quarterly-meetingiS 
in  the  afternoon,  and  having  thus  limit- 
ed themfelves  for'  time,  they,  feem  as 
if  they  could,  fpare  but  little  of  it  in 
filent  waiting)  to  feek  the  Lord's  bleffed 
aiTiflance,  and  in  faith  to  look  for  the  potir- 
mg  forth  of  the  holy  fpirit  promifed  in 
this  gpfpel-day.  But  I  have  obferved  theni 
to  enter  on  the  bufinefs  as  they  have  come 
out  of  the  world;  moving. in  thefe  ■^eighty 
affairs  in  man's  natural  abilities,  whefeby 
darknefs  reigns,  and  the  glorious  light  and 
life  of  truth  is  obfcured,  and  they  come  to 
be  fo  benighted,  as  to  fee  no  neceffity  to 
wait  for  it.  Thus  all  living  zeal,  and 
every  qualification  for  carrying  on  the  Lord's 
wqrk  is  'loft,  and  vain  man  thinks  he  can  do 
without  it.  I  am  well  affured,  by  living 
experience,  as  well  as  the  pradlice  truth 
hath  led  friends  into  in  all  places  (a  few 
excepted) '  that  it  is  the  indifpcnfab^  duty 
of  our  focilty,  every  where,  to  dedicate  a 
week-day,  viz.   a  day  when  th^  are  riot 
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<}ebarred  by  the  laws  of,  the  land  to  fol*> 
low  their  outward  bufinefs,  for  tranfadling 
the  weighty  affairs  of  difcipline  and  good 
order ;  and  to  meet  in  the  fore-part  there- 
ofj  men  and  women  together,  then  and 
there  to  wait  upon  the  Lord,  for  the  virtue 
of  his  holy  fpirit;  and  when  they  have 
thvis  waited  a  proper  time,  then  the  men 
and  women  in  their  feparate  apartments^ 
with  awful  fearj  and  a  weighty  eare  upon 
all  their  minds  as  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Lord,  to  proceed  in  their  refpe«flive  parts  of 
this  great  work;  which  is  the  Lord's,  'and 
^a-nnot '  pofTibly  be  profitably  done  but  by 
his  immediate  affiftance.  This  I  leave  upon 
record,  as  my  well-grounded  teftimony  for 
God  and  his  chufch*  I  attended  what 
they  called  their  monthly-meeting,  and  by 
looking  a  little  into  the  ftate  of  things,  I 
found  them,  inuch  Out  of  order,  and  did  not 
wonder  at  it,  as  I  found  they  had  dropped 
their  week-day  meeting.  At  my  requeft 
the  women  were  defxred  to  be  prefent,  when 
much  labour  was  bellowed  for  their  helpj 
particularly  to  revive  their  week-ciay  meet- 
ing ;  the}j;  agreed  to  endeavour  for  it,  and 
made  a  minute  for  that  purpofe  in  their 
monthly-meeting  book.  But,  alas !  the  life 
of  religion  feemed  to  be  almoft  loft;  their 
ilate  being  confufed  and  diforderiy,  by 
mixed  marriages,  and  the  negle<5l  of  dif^ 
cipline.  They  appeared  part  one  thing  and 
part  anothe;:;  which,  if  it  was  fo  ofJenfive 
Oo  to 
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to  God,    and  fo  diftrefling  to  his   people 
under  the  old  covenant,^  how  can  it  be  lefs 
fo  now  ?   But  when  people's  views  are  car- 
nal and  felfifh,    they  regard  none  of  theie 
things,    although  the  hazard  is  fo  infinitely 
great.    I  had  a  fmall  poor  meeting  at  Gaftle- 
Siane  next  day,  where,  to  my  great  forrow 
and  pain, '  I  could  not  perceive  any  "alive  in 
religion.     Some   labour  in   teftimony  was 
bellowed,     but   to   outward    appearance   it 
took  very  little  efFedl.     From  thence  I  went 
to  Thomas  Greer's,  at  Dungannoii,  and  on 
the   23d  had  a  large  meeting  at  Charle- 
mount,    where  I  was  concerned  to  declare 
truth,    as  utterance  was  given,    in  a  very 
clofe  learching  manner ;  not  without  fharp 
rebukes  to  fuch,  who,  by  defiling  liberties, 
had  brought  an  ill  favour  and  caufed  the 
way  of  truth  to  be  evil  fpoken  of.     My 
mind    was   comfortably  relieved  after  the 
fervice  of  this  naeeting- was  over,  being  dif- 
charged  of  a  h6avy  load.     The  next  day  I 
had  a  Very  painful  and  exercifing  meeting 
at  BalLyhagan.     The  appearance  of  the  pro- 
feffors  was  in  general  plain ;  but,  alas  t  with 
refpedl  to  the  life  of  religion,  they  feemed, 
in  my  view,  for  the  moft  part,  like  pidlures 
or  images.     Surely  the  blindnefs  and  ftupi- 
dity  muft  be  exceeding  great,  if  it  be  pof- 
fible  for  people  in  that  ftate,  to  imagine  or 
drieam  they  are  the  people  of  God.     I  was, 
through    divine  favour,    enabled  to  clear 
myfclf  of  them,  by  a  fharp  fearching  and 
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clofe  teflimony,  in  the  difcharge  whereof  I 
had  peace.      The  meeting  was  very  large, 
as    to   number.      The  25th  I  went  to  the 
province,  meeting  of  minifters   and  elders, 
held  in  Lurgan.      My  fpirit   was    deeply 
affedled  therein,  with  a  forrowful  fenfe,  that 
fome  of  the  leaders  of  the  people  had  caiifed 
them  to  err,  and  by  their  love  for,  and  eager 
purfuit  after  worldly  enjoyments,  had  large- 
ly contributed  to  obfcure  the  way  of  the 
Lord,  fo  that  the  ferious  inquirers  after  the 
paths  which  lead  to  peace,    could  not,   by 
obferving  their  fteps,  find  them  out.     Oh, 
what  a  deplorable  ft  ate  that  is !    I  was  fa- 
voured with  living  authority  and  clearnefs, 
to   difcharge  my  mind  towards  fuch  with 
great  ^plainnefs,  which  feemed  to  faften  clofely 
on  fbme :  may  they  px'ofit  thereby,  and  thp 
end  will  be  anfwered.     The  province  meet' 
ing  was  held  next  day,  in  which  I  had  weighty 
fervice.     But,   alas!    they  are  far  gone  (a 
few  excepted)   from  the  life  and  power  of 
religion-;   yet  I  found  much  good- will  ex- 
tended for  their  recovery  and  help,  and  the;, 
heavenly    power    wonderfully    opened  my  ' 
mouth,f  and  enlarged  my  heart,  to  delivei* 
fuitable    dodlrine  to    their  conditions,    in 
which  I  had  peace,  and  many  were  affe6:e(i 
and  reached  therewith.     Oh,  how  unwilling 
is  the  Lord  to  give  up  the  offspring  of  ^ia 
people!  I  attended  Lurgan  meeting  on  firft- 
day,   the  26th,  which,  through  the  divinf 
manifeftations  of  heavenly  power,  was  in- 
deed 
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deed  a  very  awakening  time  to  the  unfaith- 
fur,  as  well  as  of  fweet  refreihrnent  to 
the  few  mourners  in  and  for  Sion.  I  weiiC 
i^fter  meeting  to  Lifburn,  and  had  a  very- 
open  fatisfadlory  meeting  there  next  day. 
The  teflimony  of  truth  went  forth  in  an 
iafFe<5ling  manner,  to  the  tendering  many 
hearts.  It  was  a  time  of  humbling  en- 
(Souragemept  to  the'  honeft-hearted.  The 
next  day  I  had  a  very  poor  afflidling  meet- 
ing at  Hillfborough,  things  being  very  low 
there.  The  30th  I  had  a  very  large  meet- 
ing at  Ballenderry,  in  which  I  had  tho- 
rough feryice,'  The  teftimony'  of  truth 
went  forth  with  niuqh  clearnefs  and  de- 
jnonftration,  being,  through  divine  favour, 
an  eminent  time,  and  many  ftates  fpoke 
clofely  to,  I  hope  to  their  advantage.  On 
fifth-day,  the  firft  of  the  5th  month,  Ihad 
3,  meeting  at  Moyallen,  which  was  a  painful 
cloudy  time.  The  teflimony  delivered  was 
very  fearching,  in  orde^  to  ftir  up  carelefs 
profefTors,  fome  of  whom  feemed,  in  a" 
great  meafure,  to  have  deferted  the  caufd 
of  religion,  and  to  have  too  much  embraced 
this  prefent  wprld.  The  2d  I  fet  out  for 
publin, '  in  order  firft  to  attend  the  province 
jnepting  fdrLeinfter,  and  then  the  half  year's 
meeting,  both  to  be  held  there  in  one 
week.  I  lodged  that  night  at  an  inn  in 
Purilere,  and  next  day  got  to  Dublin*  On 
iirftrday,  the  4th  of  the  5th  month,!  went 
p  Meath-Street,  in  ''the  morning," '  where 

trutl^ 


JOHN    GRIFFITH.        287 

truth  greatly  favourecf,  in  opening  dodlrine 
and  counfel,  to  the  edification  and  comfort 
of  many,  as  well  as  ip  caution  and  warning 
to  the  difobedient  and  lukewarm  profeffors. 
In  the  afternoon  at  Sycamore- Alley,  it  pro- 
ved a  laborious  painful  time  of  filence,  to 
which,  perhaps,  the  expedlation  and  defire 
of  the  people  after  words  might  not  a  lit- 
tle contribute.  On  fecond-day,  the  5th, 
was  keld  their  province  meeting  of  mini- 
fters  and  elders.  It  was  a  painful  heavy 
time,  but,  through  divine  favour,  fome 
relief  was  adminifterfed  towards  the  con- 
elufion.  Next  day  was  held  the  quarterly- 
meeting  for  Leinfter  province,  in  which  I 
had  open  thorough  feryice,  both  in  minif- 
try,  and  alfo  in  i;elatioji  to  good  order  and 
the  difcipline  of  the  church.  On  fourth- 
dayj  the  8th  of  the  5th  month,  third  hour 
in  the  afternoon,  began  their  national  meet- 
ing of  minifters  and  elders,  wherein  the 
Lord  was  >^pleafed  to  open  profitable  in- 
ftru<£lion,  to  the  great  comfort  and  edifica- 
tion of  many.  Next  day  we  Jiad  a  meeting 
for  worlhip  in  the  morning,  wherein  di- 
vine fa,vour  .was  plentifully  extended,  and 
the  dodlrine  of  truth  largely  opened.  ,  The 
meeting  of  bufinefs  for  the  whole  nation 
was  held  in  the  afternoon,  in  which  a  de- 
gree of  divine  wifdom  and  ftrength  were 
adminiftered  for  our  help  in  the  manage- 
ment thereof.  On  fixth-day  morning  was 
}iel4  ^  large  meeting  ;for  worlhip  at  Syca- 
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more- Alley,  which  was  wonderfully  over- 
Ihadowed  with  heavenly  gopdneis,  and  the 
teftimony  of  truth  went  forth  freely,  being, 
m^uch  exalted.  In  the  afternoon  the  affairs 
of  the  church  continued  J  and  on  ieventh-i 
day,  both  fore  and  afternoon  were  employed 
in,  them.  ,  Divine  goodnefs  .was  com- 
fortably ne§r,  for  the  help  and  recovery  of 
a  declined  pe6ple,  ftirring  up  the  hearts  of 
fome,-  as  he  did  the  heart  of  Neh^niah 
formerly,  to  feek  the  profperity  and, welfare 
of  .the  city  of  God.  I  found  a  confiderable 
alteration  for  the  better,  by  fome  reviving 
and  growth  in  the  Hfe  of  religion,  amongffe 
friends  in  this  nation.  That  painful  flat- 
nefs  and  infenfibility,  which  I  fornier- 
ly  mourned  forely  under  a  fenle  of,  did  nots 
appear  fo  generally  to  overfpread  the 
churches  now,  as  then;  though  in  fome, 
places  it  was  rather  worfe  than  better;  yef 
I  think,  upon  the  whple,"  things  were 
mended  in  a  religious  fenfe.  ,  The  Lord, 
in  merciful  kindnefs  to  them,  not  only  ient 
divers  fubftaijtial  inftruments.  from  diftant 
parts,  to  vifit  them;  but  alfo,  as  beforei* 
noted,  moved  upon  the  hearts  of  fome  a-* 
mongft  themfelves,  to  labour  for  reftor- 
ing  ancient  cpmelinefs,  by  vifiting  their 
monthly  and  qviarterly,  or  proiuince  meet- 
ings, for  the  promotion  of  good  order  and 
difcipline;  the  reviving  whereof,  in.  the 
wifiiom  which  is  from  above,  proves  an  ef-. 
fe(^ual  means  to  incjeafe  and  exalt  the  vir- 
tue 
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lue  and  power  of  true  religion.  A.  concern 
of  this  nature  came  weightily  upon  the  na-» 
tional  meeting  at  this  time,  in  the  feeling 
whereof,  under  the  holy  influence  of  hea- 
venly light,  friends  nominated  a  certain 
num^ber  to  vifit  the  monthly  meetings  irt 
teinfter  province. 

I  cannot  well  omit  making  a  remark 
upon  appdintments,  as  I  apprehend  fbme 
have,  by  the  fiibtilty  of  Satan,-  been  pre- 
vailed vipon  to  rejedt  them:  I  believe  all 
fuch  do  not  defign  an  injury  to  the  fociety ; 
but  he  who  deceives  them,  intends  there- 
by the  obftrudling  that  great  and  neceflary* 
engagement,  of  maintaining  good  order  and 
difcipline.  I  ardently  defire,  that  all  who 
undertake  to  move  and  adl  in  the  church  of 
God,  ^  may  be  well  inforrned  w;hat  is  the 
fpi*ing  of  action  to  them,  and  moves  them 
therein.  If  it  be  the  fpirit  of  God,  they 
dare  do  nothing  againft  the  truth,  but  all 
.in  their  power  in  order  to  promote  it, 
that  being  their  greateft  delight.  But  if  it 
be  felf,  it  will  feek  its  own  honour,  and  be 
very  fond  of  vi{3:ory,  and  be  difgufted  when 
it  caonot  rule  and  carry  matters  and  things 
its  own  way. 

On  firft-day,  the  lith,  many  country 
friends  being  yet  in  the  city,  we  had, 
it  was  thought,  the  iargeft  meeting 
known  at  fuch  a  time,  for  many  years,  and, 
by  the  ble'fle4  dominion  of >  the  everlafting 
truth,  it  was  a  time  of  great  -favour.  The 
i^neere-hdiirted  wi^re  fweetly  comforted,  the 
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difobedient  warned,  and  in  the  free  power* 
•fill  opening  of  gofpel  life,  -  much  dbiSrine 
and  counfel  were  admiiiifteiied,  tending  to 
beget  faith  in  the  eternal  power  of  *  God. 
The  afternoon  meeting  was,  for  the  moft 
part,  held  in  an  awful  folemn  filence.  On 
fecond-day  was  held  a  meeting  of  minifters 
.and  eldersi|  wherein  divine  goodnefs  was 
pleaied  to  open  the;  free  fountain  of  life 
and  healing  virtue;  in  whqm  we  had  to  re- 
joice with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of 
glory.  His  name  was  greatly  exalted,  mag- 
nified, and  adored  amongft  us.  After  this 
meeting,  apprehending  myfelf  now  quite 
clear  of  any  farther  fervice,  at  this  time, 
having,  through  infinite  kindnefs,  been 
much  favoured  and-  enlarged  therein, 
through  moft  parts  of  the  nation,  but  more 
efpecially  at  the  late  great  meetings .  in 
Dublin,  I  w-as  very'  earneft  in  my  mind- 
to  embark  for  England,  and  fo  to  leave  things 
whilft  frefli  and  •  welt;  always  having  an 
averfion  to  loitering  amongft  friends  vintil 
they  flatten.  But  though  there  were  feve-, 
xal  Ihips  ready  to  fail  for  Parkgate,  yet  I 
coilld  not  get  away  till  after  their  week- 
day meeting,  on  third-day,  inMeath-rStreet; 
to  Tvhich  meeting,  I  muft  fay,  I  went  with 
conliderable  reludlance,  for  the  reafon  abovei- 
mentioned.  But  we  are  very  fhort-fighted 
creatures;  for  this  meetings  notwithftand- 
ing  my  unwillingnefs  to  be  at  it,  proved  a 
memorable  time:  many  country  friend?  be- 
ing 
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ing  ftill  in  the  city,  it  was  a  folemn  taking 
leave  one  of  another,  in  the  precious  flowing 
of  the  Jioly  unity  by  the  one  fpirit.  Next 
day  about  noon,  in  company  'with  feven 
friends  intending  for  the  yearly^nieeting 
in  London,  I  embarked  on  board  the  Kil- 
dare,  captain  M*Culloch,  and  landed  at 
Parkgate  about  ten  o'clock  next  morning, 
where  we  hired  horfes  and  proceeded  to- 
wards London.  But  when  we  had  travelled 
as  fer  as  Coventry,  apprehending  I  might 
reach  home,  ib  as  to  have  three  whole  days 
with  my  family  before  the  yearly-meeting ; ' 
and  it  being  but  aboiit  twenty  miles  more 
riding,  I  concluded  therefore  to  do  fo ;  my 
kind  friend  Robert  Lackey  agreeing  to  bear 
me  company.  This  being  on  feventh-day, 
the  17th,  we  got  to  Northampton,  that 
ttight,  and  ftaid  their  meeting  next  day, 
-which  was  fmall,  and  the  life  of  religion 
appeared  to  me  very  low  there.  The 
meeting  was  held  -  in  filence.  I  got  home 
on  third-day,  the  20th  of  the  5th  month, 
1 760,  finding  my  dear  wife  and  family  in 
good  health,  to  our  mutual  joy  and  thank- 
fulnefs  to  the  Lord,  who  leads  out,  carries 
through,  and  brings  home  again  in  peace, 
thofe  who  truft  in  him.  Blefled  and  praifed 
be  his  worthy  name  for  ever!  I  was  in- 
deed largely  favoured  in  the  before-men- 
tioned journey,  of  which,  for  mine  En- 
couragement to  give  up  in  humble  con- 
fidence in  *-^°  ^  —I'"  ^^^^^    T  u^^  a  .clear 
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|0re%ht  before  I  entered  upon  it,  -vdiicji  1 
efteemed  a  high  favour.  1  was  from  hbine 
abotit  twelve^  weeks  and  three  days,  travel- 
led in  that  time  upwards  of  1300  miles, 
and  was  .at  about  58  ipeetings.  Our  friend 
Robert  Lackey,  myfelf  and  wife,  went 
to  the  yearly-meeting  in  London,,  which 
began  on  feventh-day  the  24th.  of  the  5th 
m^onth,  for  minifters  and  elders.  An  efta- 
bliihment,  which  I  hope  will  be  of  great 
fervice  throughout  the  fociety  in  thdTe  na- 
tions ;  as  inquiries  are  made  at  this  meet- 
ing, by  calling  for  anfwers  from  the  feye- 
ral  parts,  to  certain  queries  agreed  on,  re- 
lating to  the  cpnduifl  of  friends  in  the  fta- 
tions  above-^mentionedj  and  advice  admini- 
ftered  as  occ^fion  may  frpquire.  Common 
reafon  wiJL  inform  us,  that  when  the  main 
pillars  give  way,  the  building  muft  inevita- 
bly fall.  It  is  therefore  prudent  to  take 
due  care  concerning  them..  An  eminent 
fervant  of  the  Lord  wifely  obferved  to  this 
effedl,  viz.  That  -there  never  was  an  apo- 
ftacy  from  th?  life  and  purity  of  religion, 
until  the  minifters  and  elders  gave  way. 
How  .important  then  are  their  ftations,.  and 
what  great  need  have  they  thenifelves,  and  , 
likewife  the  church,  carefully  to  obferye 
whether  or  no  they  ftand  upright,  ,  feeing 
fo  much  depends  thereon.  On  fecond-day 
following  was  opened  the  yearly-meeting  of  \ 
bufinefs,  which  continued,  by  adjourn- 
ments, moft  or  all  the  week ;  being  a  folemn 
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weighty  meeting,  of  very  great  import- 
ance to  the  faciety:-  careful  iiiqniries  are 
there  made,  into  the  ilate  thereof,  in  order 
to  communicate  fuch  help,  as  in  the  wifr 
dons,  of  truth.may  appear  proper  and  liecef- 
fary.  I  am  free  to  give  a  Ihort  account  here, 
of  the  beginning  or  rife  of  one  very  import- 
ant afl^ir  which  came  before  this  yearly- 
meeting,  as  I  Ihall  have  occafion  hereafter 
to  make  fbme  mention  of  its  progrefs  and 
fuccefs,  viz.  A  nomination  of  friends,  to 
vifit  all  the  monthly  and  quarterly-meet- 
ings of  friends  in  this  nation,  far  their  help, 
in  promoting  good  order  and  difcipline  in 
the  feveral  parts.  Upon  reading  the  an- 
fwers-  to  the  ufiial  queries  from  the  fe- 
veral quarterly-meetings,  great  flacknefs  and 
unfe,itSifulnefs  in  divers  places  in  fome 
weighty  branches  of  our  Chriflian  tefti- 
mony  appeared,  notwithftanding  the  great 
and  earneft  endeavours  made  ufe  of,  by  the 
yearly-meeting  from  year  to  year,  by  way 
of  advice,  caution,  and  counfel:  the  fenfe 
whereof  deeply  affeAed  fome  minds,  who, 
in  humble  proftration  before  ,the  Lord, 
were  ready  to  fay.  What  wilt  thou  do  for 
thy  great  name's  fake,  and  to  heal  the  back- 
flidings  'of  thy  people  ?  A  friend  under  this 
exercife,  and  an  artful  fenfe  of  the  divine 
prefence?  which  was  near,  flood  up,  taking 
notice  of -the  apparent  defeiflioti  above- hint- 
ed; and  that  as  all  the  means  hitherto  iifed 
by  the  truly  Chriflian  latjour  of  preceding 
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yearly-meetings,  had  not  proved,  fufficienf 
to  fltop  the  declenfion,  which  feemed  rather 
to  increafe  j  that  now  it  behoved  that  meet- 
ing, deeply  and  weightily  to  confider  what 
remained  yet  to  be  done  for  the  help  and" 
recovery  of  the  fociety,  tb  its  ancient  purity 
and  comely  order,  or  to  that  iniport.  This 
feemed  to  open  the  way  for  our  worthy 
friend  Jofeph  White  of  Pennfylvania,  who 
was  then  upon  a  religious  vifit  in  this  na- 
tion, to  lay  before  that  miceting,  what  he 
faid  had  been  much  upoii  his  mind  moft  > 
of  the  time  fince  he  landed,  and  which 
feemed  to  increafe  in  clearhefs  and 
weight  as  <  that  yearly-meeting  drew  near ; 
and  that  he  now  found  it  was  the  proper 
time  to  deliver  the  fame,  viz.  That  the 
yearly- ftieeting  do  appoint  a  fui table  num-i 
ber  of  folid,  weighty,  judicious  friends,  to 
vifit  all  the  quarterly  and  monthly-meet- 
ings in  .England,  therein  to  ufe  their  Chrif- 
tian  endeavours,  in  the  love  of  God,  for 
the  promotion  and  revival  of  wholefbme 
difcipline,  and  the  comely  order  of  the  gof- 
pel  in  the  churches.  Great  was  the  awful 
folemnity  which  covered  the  meetings  dur- 
ing its.  deliberation  on  this  very  important 
'  affair.  The  weight  of  the  heavenly  .power 
was  fo  exceeding  great  and  awful,  that  it 
was  very  hard  for  any  contrary  fpiritS'  to 
appear;  yet  objeflions  againft  appointments 
|br  fuch  fervices  were  advanced  by  ftme. 
It  was  therefore  propofed,  that  friends  who 

found 
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fotind  a  concern  on  fheir  minds  to  engage 
in  the  faid  undertaking,  would  give  in  their 
names.  The  Lord's  heavenly  power  bein^ 
at  work,  like  leaven,  in  the  meeting,  a 
wonderful  time  of  divine  favour  it  was, 
wherein  about  fifty-eight-  offered  themfelves 
accordingly. 

Before  I  infert  any  account  of  the 
progrefs  made  in  the  above-mentioned  fer- 
vice,  I  have  to  take  notice  of  a  journey  into 
the  Weft  of  England,  which,  in  company 
with  my  friend  lUchard  Brewfter,  I  entered 
upon  the  9th  of  the  gth  month  this  year. 
We  went  to  Plaiftow  monthly-meetitig, 
where,  unexpedledly,  I  had  fome  pretty  clofe 
fervice.  Next  day,  being  joined  at  London 
by  my  efteemed  friend  Thomas  Corbyn, 
we  proceeded  on  our  way,  in  order  to  at- 
tend the  circular  yearly-meeting  for  the 
weftern  counties,  to  be  held  at  Wotton- 
under-Edge,  in  Gloucefterfhire,  which  be- 
gan on  firft-day,  the  14th  of  the  9th 
month,  and  ended  on  the  third-day  fol- 
lowing. Many  of  our  fociety  from  divers 
parts,  attended,  and  a  vaft  coricourfe  of 
other  people,  who  generally  behaved  in  a 
becoming  manner,  carrying  themfelves  very 
refpe(5lfully  to  friends,  and  I  hope  the  meet- 
ing was  in  the  main,  ferviceable;  yet  the 
heavenly  power  was  not  exalt^'  to  fo  high 
a  degree,  as  thofe  whofe  life  and  all  is 
in     it     could     have     defired.      It    is    that 
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rightly  to  our  Sion;"  not  the  fineft.  and 
moft.  confiftent  fet  of  princL|^s»  curious- 
ly fet  forth  and  difplayed  without  it. 
All  minifters  fhould  therefore  ujpon  all  oc- 
cafions,  eye  that  divine  power  as  the  pnlyr 
thing  we  ftand  in  need  of,  otheirwife  the 
work  will  be  marred.  '  We  went  from 
Wotton  to  Ann  Young's,  at  Earchcotc^  and 
had  a  clofe  fearching  meeting  at  Thornbury 
on  fourth-day.  Things  were  very  low  there 
as  to  the  life  of  religion.  We  had  a  meet-' 
ing  next  day  at  Earthcott,  wherein  the  tefti- 
mony  of  truth  went  forth  very  Iharp  againft 
dry,  formal,  and  diforderly  profefTors.  Our 
friend  Ifaac  Sharplefe  was  at  this  meeting. 
We  went  from  thence  to  Briftol,  .  and  at- 
tended their  meeting  on .  fixth-day,  where 
truth  arid  its  teilimony  was  exalted  over 
wrong  things;  and  unfaithful,  diforderly; 
walkers,  were,  in  the  dominion  and  autho- 
rity thereof,  warned,  and  the  humble,  fin- 
cere  traveller  Sion- ward,  comforted :  it  being, 
through  the  divine  bleffing,*  k  good,  profita- 
ble time.  In  the  afternoon"  was  held  their 
meeting  of  minifters  and  elders,  wherein 
we  had  fdme  very  clofe  work  with  a  trou- 
blefome  impofter,  who  had  given  friends 
there  much  uneafinefs,  by  his  unfavoury 
and  unfandlified  public  appearances.  The 
judgment  of  truth  was  fet  over  him,  though 
he  was  very  unwilling  to  fubmit  thereunto. 
On  firfl-day,    the  aift,   we  attended|  three 
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toeetingsr  there;  and  notwithftanding  the 
moiirnful  declenfiori'  fo  vifible  amongft 
friends  in  that  city,  yet  the  Lord  gracioufly 
appeared  for  their  help  and  recovery ;  open- 
ing the  do(5lrine  of  truth  in  a  clear  and 
plentiful  manner  to  their  feveral  ,  ftates, 
with  which  many  appeared  pretty  much  af- 
fedled.  And  although  there  is  yet  much 
caiife  to  lament  their  degeneracy  in  too 
general  a  way,  yet  I  hope  and  believe 
there  hath  been  a  confiderable  reviving 
in  the  beft  fenfe,  ,  amongft  fome  of  them, 
efpecially  the  youth,  fince  I  was  there  be- 
fore. On  fecond-day  morning  we  had  a 
thorough  roufing  meeting  at  P&rtfliead  in 
Somerfetlhire,  and  in  the  afternoon  a  large 
meeting  at  ,  Clareham;  the  latter  was 
exceeding  cloudy. and  afflidling  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time;  but  at  length,  it  pleafed  the 
Lord  to  arife  and  to  give  the  word,  with 
underftanding  to  divide  the  fame  in  a  plain, 
powerful  manner,  and  a  very  awakening 
time  it  was;  it  went  forth  very  fharp  a- 
.  gainft  indifferehcy  and  empty  formality, 
-which  greatly  depreffed  the  true  feed  in 
that  meeting:  I  hope  it  was  a  profitable 
time.  On  third- day  we  had  a  very  open, 
ferviceable  meeting  at  Sedcott;  the  tefti- 
mony  of  truth  flowed,  forth  freely  to  the 
feveral  ftates  of  thole  prefent.  After  meet- 
ing we  went  to  Bridgwater.  On  fourth-day 
was  held  the  quarterly-meeting  for  Somer- 
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fet.       In    the    forenoon  we   had  a '  largtf 
meeting  for  worfliip,    both  of  friends  and 
others;  fome  previous  endeavours,' I  under- 
ftqod  had  been  ufed,    to  invite  the  neigh»* 
hours,  which,  I  thinl^J'^was  not  well  judg- 
ed, neither  fliould  I  have  encouraged  it  at 
fuch  a  time,   hkd  I  been  confulted.     Tlie 
leadings  and  pointings  out  of  truth  fliould 
be  always  minded,   in  calling  or  inviting 
ppople  of  other  perfuafions'  to  our  meetings ; 
for  I  have  fometimes  thought  them  a  bar  in 
the  way  of  dealing  fuitably  with  profeiTors 
of  the  truth,    and ,  therefore  it  is  my  judg- 
ment, they  Ihould  not  be  called  to  our  meet- 
ings, unlefs  thofe  who  travel  in  the  fervice 
of  truth  fignify  their  defire  to  have  it  lb, 
to  thofe  who  have  the  care  of  appointing 
meetings.     The  power  of  the  gofpel,  open- 
ing and  exalting  the  dodlrine  thereof,  was  , 
livingly  and  comfortably  extended  in  that 
meeting;    yet  I  ?ipprehended,   other  people 
were  then  rather  in  .the  way  of  our  hand- 
ling the  Hate  of  fome  profeffbrs  there,  in  a 
manner  truth  would  have  led  to,  had  friends 
been  by  themfelves.     The  meeting  of  bu- 
linefs  followed,  and  was  adjourned  till  the 
afternoon,    wherein   truth  appeared  to  the 
help  of  thofe  who  know  their  fufficiency 
to  be  of  God.     We  who  were  ftrangers, 
had  good   f^vice  therein.     Next  morning 
we  parted  with  my  friend  Thomas  Corbyn, 
who  returned  home,  and  my  companion  and 
I  proceeded  on  our  journey.  We  had  a  meet-, 
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ing  at  Taunton,  on  fifth-day  morning,  and 
at  Milverton  in  the  evening.  At  both 
which  I  had  clofe  fervice,  tending  to  ftir 
friends  up  to  more  lively  zeal  and  religi- 
ous concern  of  misid.  On  fixth-day  w^e 
had  a.  painful  laborious  meeting  at  Welliilg- 
ton.  The  teftimony  of  truth  went  forth 
very  clofe  and  fliarp  againft  thofe,  who, 
under  the  profeffion  thereof,  bow  down 
to  tjjie  'fiirorld,  and  its  perifhing  enjoyments. 
It  appeared  to  me,  the  life  of  religion  was 
much-depreiled  in  that  meeting.  On  fgventh- 
day  we  had.  a  meeting  at  Cullumpton,  which 
Was  a  cloudy  trying  time  mod  of  the  meet- 
ing; yet  towards  the  conclufion,  truth  ob- 
tained the  vi6lory,  and  confiderable  domini- 
on over  things  of  a  contrary  nature  to  itfelf. 
We  went  after  meeting  to  Exeter,  and  on, 
firft-day,  the  28  th,  were  at  two  meetings 
there;  and  although  their  number  appeared 
confiderable,  yet  that  holy  living  fenfe  and 
weight  of  divine  virtue  which  is  the  crown 
and  diadem  of  all  our  religious  alTemblies, 
was  very  low,  and  little  felt,  through  the 
too  general  flacknefs  and  lukewarmnefs  of 
profeflbrs,  confequently,  not  much  could  be 
done  towards  exalting  truth's  teftimony  a- 
mongft  them.  On  fecond-day  we  went  to  Bo- 
vey,  and  had  a  poor,  laborious  nieeting,  there 
being  very  few,  if  any,  that.  I  could  find, 
truly  alive  in  religion.  When  that  is  felt 
to  be  the  ftate  of  any  meetinD-.  oh!  what 
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]pain  and  anxkty  covers  the  hearts  of , poor 
travellers  in  the  fervice  of  the  gofpel !  The 
next  day  we  went  to  King's-bridge,  and  on 
fourth  and  fifth-day  attended  the  qtiarter- 
ly-meeting  for  Devonfhire  held  there; 
wherein  the  great  mafter  of  our  afTemblies 
gracioufly  condefcended  to  their  very  low, 
weak,  and  unlkilfiil  ftate,  opening  dodlrine 
and  counfel  for  their  help ;  furnifhing  with 
clofe  admonition  to  fuch  in  high  ftations, 
who  either  indulged  themfelves  or  families 
in  undue  liberties,  tending  to  lay  a  people 
wafte,  whom  the  Lord,  by  an  out-ftretched 
arm,  gathered  out  of  the  fafhions  and 
changeable  cuftoms  of  a  vain  world,  to 
himfelf  the  unchangeable  fountain  of  good. 
On  fixth  and  feventh  days  we  travelled 
through  Plymouth  and  fundry  other  towns, 
to  Penryn,  in  Cornwall,  and  had  two  open, 
precious  meetings  at  Falmouth,  on  firft- 
day,  the  fifth  of  the  loth  month.  On 
fecond-day,  accompanied  by  many  friends, 
we  went  to  Penzance,  where,  on  third- day, 
was  held  the  quarterly-meeting  for  Corn- 
wall. Truth  wonderfully  appeared  in  that 
meeting,  confidering  their  low,  weak,  and 
unfaithful  ftate.  The  teftimony  thereof 
was  much  exalted,  and  went  forth  with 
clearnefs  and  good  demonftration  to  their 
ftates,  and  the  meeting  appeared  to  be  much 
affedled  thei-ewith.  There  was  alfo  fome- 
thing  very,  encouraging  to  the  honeft-heart- 
ed;    I  hope  it  was  a  time  of  awakening 
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and  profit  to  many.  In  the  evening  we 
had  what  was  called  a  feledl  meeting,  for 
minifters  and  elders;  but  it  was  fo  far  from 
feledl,  that  the  fervice  feemed  to  be  wholly 
obftrudled,  by  the  crouding  in  of  many 
who  were  not  fit  to  be  admitted  into  fuch 
meetings;  where  minifters  and  elders  may, 
and  often  are  concerned  to  ufe  fuch  freedoms, 
in  advice,  caution,  and  counfel,  as  would 
be  altogether  unfuitable  for.  thofe  who  are 
raw  and  inexperienced  to  be  privy  to,  as 
they  might  be  likely  to  make  improper  uft 
thereof.  I  laid  before  friends  the  hurt  and 
difadvaritage  of  fuch  a  promifcuous  gather- 
ing, upon  that  occafiori,  and  advifed  them 
to  be  carefjil  not  to  lay  wafte  the  fervice  of 
thofe  mgetings  for  the  future ;  for  I,  foiind 
myfelf  much  ftraitened,  as  I  could  not> 
with  prudence,  deliver  what  feepied  to  ap- 
pear before  the  view  of  my  mind  at  that 
time,  for  the  reafon  above-ineiitioned.  On 
fourth-day,  the  concluding  mee,ting ,  was 
held  at  Market- Jew,  wherein  truth  and 
the  teftiniony  thereof  was  comfprtably  ex- 
alted. But,  alas!  forrowful ,  is  the  declen- 
fion  of  the  fociety  in  thofe  parts,  both  as  to 
number,  and  a,  holy  living  zeal ;  yet  mer- 
ciful gpodnefs  was  largely  and  affedlingly 
extended,  for  their  help  and  recovery. 
From  thence  we  took  the  following  meet- 
ings in  oi^  return  to  Plymouth,  viz. 
Auftel,  Liflcard,  and  Germans,  where  I 
found  the  life  of  religion  mo^fuUy  low 

and 


$02        The    journal    op 

and  deprefled ;  yet  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to 
open  the  way  to  fome,  I  hope  profitable 
endeavours  tor  their  reviving,  in  the  exer^ 
ciie  whereof  I  had  peace.  I  attended  Ply- 
mouth meetings  on  firfl-day,  the  I2th. 
This  was  a  very  painful,  laborious  time,  as 
•but  very  little  of  the  life  and  holy  efficacy 
of  true  religion  had  place,  moft  tmder  oui 
profeffion  havirg  made  large  advances  to- 
wards the  world,  and  but  few  endued  .with 
Chriftian  courage  to  make  a  ftand  againfl 
prevailirg  undue  liberties.  The  ftate  pi 
a  meeting  being  thus,  oh,  how  doth  death, 
fdarkneff-,  and  mfenfibillty  gain  the  afcen- 
dancy !  My  fpirit  was  deeply  afHi^ted  at 
that  place,  yet  1  was,  through  divine  favour, 
enabled  to  clear  myfelf  of  the  fervice  re- 
quired ;  whereby  I  had  fome  relief.  We 
travelled  from  thence  diredlly  to  Exeter, 
and  on  third-day  attended  a  meeting  there, 
^.ppointed  for  the  accomplifhnaerit  of  a  mar- 
riage. Truth  mercifully  opened  the  way 
to  Ibme  fatisfa(flion,  in  the  difcharge  of  the 
fervice  required,  to  the  advantage  of  the 
paeeting,  From  thence  we  went  to  Chard, 
and  had  a  very  fmall  poori  meeting  there  on 
^fth-day  morning,  apd  was  deeply  aiFedled 
with  their  low  weak  ftate..  I  had  a  pretty 
ttliorough  fervieeable  meeting  in  the  after- 
|ioon,  at  Ilminfterj  though  I  felt  much 
pain  of  mind  there  alfo,  in  a  fenfe  of  that 
which  hat^  almoft  laid  our  fociety  wafte  in 
^n^e,    and  exceedingly    hurt    it    in  mofl 
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places,  viz.  the  inordinate  love  of  earthly 
things ;  and  refting  fatisfied  in  a  profefTiGn 
qf  rel'g  on  only.  We  tAok  the  following 
meetii.gb  in  our  way  to  Bath,  viz.  Yeovil, 
Long- Sutton,  Grinton,  Shepton-Mallet, 
Froome,  Hallawtrow,  and  Belton;  where 
things,  as  to  the  life  and  ftie  feeling  fenfe 
of  religion,  appear  but  low  in  general ;  yet 
merciful  kindnels  vvas  extended,  in  a  live- 
ly, open,  large,  and  powerful  manner, 
both  immediately  and  inftrumentally,  in 
order  to  quicken,  reflore,  and  turn  a- 
gain  backfliding  Ifrael.  On  firft^day,  the; 
i6th  of  the  loth  month,  we  attended  two 
meetings  at  Ba^,  which  were  indeed  pain- 
ful and  yery  afftidlirig,  as  the  grandeur, 
friendfhip,  and  vain  cuftoms  of  this  world, 
feem  to  have  almoft  erafed  from  mod  of 
their  minds,  the  defire  of  feeking  happinefs 
in  another :  yet  merciful  condefcenfion 
was  remarkably  extended,  in  fome  earneft 
and  awakening  endeavours,  to  bring  them 
to  a  right  fenfe  of  things.  On  fecond-day 
morning  we  fet  our  faces  homewards,  where, 
to  my  great  fatisfadlion  I  arrived  on  fourth- 
day  in  the  evening,  and  found  my  dear  wrife 
and  family  well;  having  been  out  this 
journey  feven  weeks  and  two  days,  in  which 
time,  by  account,  we  travelled  upwards  of 
800  miles,  and  were  at  about  51  meetings. 

Purfuant  to  the  diredion  and  appoint- 
ment of  the  yearly-meeting  1760,  for  vifit- 
jng  the  monthly  and  quarter^  meetings  of 
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friends  in  this  nation;  on  the  nth  day 
of  the  I  ft  month,  176 1,  my  efteemed  friends, 
John  Emms,  Matthew  Mellor,  Thomas 
Corbyn,  and  Jofeph  Taylor,  joined  me  at 
Chelmsford,  we  having  before  agreed  (by 
divine  permiflion)  to  vilit  the  monthly  and 
quarterly-meetings  of  friends,  in  Eflex,  " 
Suffolk,  Norfolk,  Cambridgelhire,  Hun- 
tingtonfhire,  the  Ifle  of  Ely,  Hertford- 
fliire,  and  Bedfordfliire.  The  next  day,  be- 
ing the  1 2th,  our  mpnthly  meeting  was 
held,  wherein  the  above-named  friends  had 
good  fervice,  tending  to  promote  difcipline 
and  good  order  amongft  us.  The  bleffed 
efficacy  of  the  living  wojjd  accompanied 
their  honeft  labours,  which  rendered  the 
fame  very  acceptable  to  fome,  and  I  hope  of 
general  advantage  for  the  promotion  of 
truth.  The  14th  we  vifited  Felfted  month- 
ly-meeting, held  at  Stebbing;  the  ftate  of 
which  appeared  very  low  and  weak,  through 
the  defection  and  lukewarmnefs  of  many 
members,  whereby  the  life  of  religion  was 
greatly  depreffed;  yet  the  Lord  was  graci- 
oiifly  pleafed  to  aFife,  for  his  great  name 
and  people's  fake,  in  whofe  living  power 
and  wifdom  much  labour  was  beftowed 
for  their  help  and  recovery;  a  few  fincere- 
hearted  members  amongft  themfelves,  join- 
ing with  us  herein.  The  i6th  we  vifited 
Thaxfted  monthly-meeting,  and  by  inquiry 
made,  it  appeared,  many  of  their  members 
were    very    flack    and    defe<3;ive  in  divei's 
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branches  of  our  Chriftian  teftimoriy;  arid 
moft  of  the  adlive  members  had  but 
little  experience  in  the  eflential  .qualifica- 
tions for  effedlual  fervice  in  the  church, 
which  muft  all  proceed  immediately  from 
the  great  Father  of  lights  and  fpirits.  It 
would  be  very  abfurd  to  imagine  a  kfs  or 
inferior  ability  to  adminifter  juflice  and 
found  judgment,  were  necelTary  under'  this 
higher  and  more  glorious  difpenfation,  than 
was  received  by  thofe  who  judged  and 
ruled  for  God  in  the  Ifraelitifh  church ;  it 
being  evident  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to 
put  his  fpirit  upon  thofe  who  had  the 
vyeight  of  the  affairs  of  that  churchr  upon 
them,  both  in  their  wildernefs  ftate  of  pro- 
bation, arid  after  they  quietly  pofleffed  the 
promifed  land.  But  the  fupernatural  en- 
dowment, fo  effential  as  above  hinted,  is 
not  within  our  reach  as  men,  neither  is 
it  given  to  us,  undl  we  are  emptied  of  our 
own  wifdbm,  and  divefted  of  all  depend- 
'  ance  upon  human  accomplilhments. 

Our  holy  head  was  pleafed  to  fumiih  us 
with  wifdom  and  ftrerigth,  fuitable .  to  the 
ftate  of  that  meeting,  for  their  information 
and  help  j  and  the  blefled  virtue  of  iruth 
prevailed,  to  the  tendering  of  their  fpirits. 
The  next  monthly-meeting  vifited  was 
Coggelhall,  on  fecond-day,  the  igth,  but 
ks  I  did  not  attend  that  meeting,  I -cannot 
iay  further  cbncernirig 'it,  than  thait||tj.n- 
-derftood  it  was  a  ferviceable  time ;  '«^^ 

wei^ty 
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weighty  advice  and  counfel  being  admini- 
ftered,  to  mutual  fatis Faction  and,  comfort. 
The  21  ft  we  vifited  Colchefter  monthly- 
meeting,  where,  thbugh  the  life  of  religion- 
appeared  low,  and  feveral  diforders  had 
crept  in,  yet  divine  goodnefs  was  extended 
in  a  powerful  manner  for  their  help,  en- 
lightening the  fpirits  of  fome  to  fearch  the 
camp,  and  to  point  out  how  to  proceed  ia 
reftoring  that  which  had  been  turned  out  of 
the  way.  The  2  2d,  Manningcree  monthly- 
meeting  was  held  at  Colchefter,  in  which, 
through  the  pure  efficacy  of  heavenly  love 
and  wifdom,  much  fervent  labour  was  be- 
ftowed,'  for  the  awakening  and  ftirring  up 
the  feveral  members  to  a  faithful  difcharge 
of  their  refpedlive  'duties.  But,  alas ! 
through  the  great  unfaithfulnefs  of  many, 
difcipline  was  but  little  maintained,  in  a 
manner  agreeable  to  its  dignity  and  worth ; 
confequently  the  life  of  religion  was  very 
low.  From  Colchefter  we  went  to  Edmund's- 
B'iry,  in  Suffolk,  and  vifired  their  monthly- 
meeting  the  2zuh.  It  wis  a  time  of  re- 
markable favour  extended,  truth  bowing 
the  fpirits  of  friends  into  an  humble, 
teachable  ftate,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  af- 
fording plenty  of  fuitable  counfel,  which 
was  kindly  received  by  divers  members  of 
that  meeting,  with  whom  we  had  near 
union  and  great  fatisfa(5tion ;  feveral  being 
willing  to  engage  in  the  work  of  reforma- 
tion, which  appeared  neceiTary.     The  26th 

we 
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me  vifited  Woodbridge   monthly-meeting, 
in    which    the   Lord,     according    to    his 
wpnted  m^erciful    kindnefs,    appeared   not 
only  in  fpreading  the  Iwful  canopy  of  his 
divine  power  over  the  meeting,    but  alfo, 
in  gracioufly  condefcending  to  be  a  fpirit  of 
judgment  and  counfel,  for  the  help  and  re- 
covery of  a  declining  people;  under  the  en- 
joyment of   which   divine   favour,    much 
labour  was  beftowed,  and  (as  far  as  appeared) 
was  well  received.      The  28th  we    vifited 
Beccles  monthly-meeting,  whei*e  things  ap- 
peared very  low  and  much  ovit  of  order  j 
the  fpirit  and  wifdom  of  man   a.ppeared 
much  to  rule  and  a6l  amongft  them,  \frhich 
is  fond  of  fmoothing  over,    and  daubiiig 
with  untempered  mortar,    crying,    Peace, 
■when  there  is  no  peace.     In  this  difficult 
mournful  ftate  of  things,  the  divine  helper, 
in   whom  our  only  dependance  remained, 
was  near,    giving  judgment  to  affign  the 
living  child  to  the  proper  mother,  and  to 
Judge  down  wrong  things,'  in  whatever  fta- 
tions  they  appeared.     The  29th  we  vifited 
Tivetfliall  monthly- meeting,  in  Norfolk,  in 
which,   though  large,  as  b^ing  compoftd  of 
many  members,  yet  very  great  flaeknefs  and 
unfaithfulnefs  appeared  in  divers  important 
refpedls;    notwithftanding  which,   we  had, 
with  thankful  acknowledgments,    to  expe- 
rience   the    aw^dl  ,  prefeiice   of  the  Lord, 
who  is  the  only  ^ffctength  and  fufficiency  of 
his  little  ones;  under  ^he  blefled  ihfluence 
R  r  whereof, 
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vrhtrspi,  g^eat  and  dieep  labours  were  be^- 
ftowed,  €or  the  reviyiag  our  Chriftian  dii^ 
cipline,  jand  prpojioting  the  good  order  of 
tiie  gofpel ;  the  teJlitnony  of  truth  being 
Jpaaintained  agaiaft  wrong  things  in  that 
tneetinj^,  with  authority  and  dearncfs ; 
tlie  power  thereof  fubjedting  (for  the  pre- 
fenjE,  at  l^isft)  all  of  a  contrary  nature  to  it- 
feif/  Of;  the  2d  of  the  2d  month,  we 
vifiiEed  the  naonthiy-meeting  of  Wymond- 
ham,  wherein,  on  tfee  ufual  inquiries,  things 
appeared  very  affl^^ing,  through  the  greSit 
defetiioa  of  many ;  the  few  who  were  con- 
cerned for  gaod  order,  were  weak  and 
pijich  difcouraged,  fe  that  very  little  was 
done  to  maiiitain  our  wholefome  difcipiine, 
by  vifiting  and  labeiaring  with  the  un- 
faithful arjd  difordesrly  walkers:  yet  the 
Lord,  in  great  coudefcendSon,  appeared 
wonderfully  for  their  and  our  help^  ex- 
tending ipuch  advice  and  counfel,  and  giv- 
ing us  wifdom  and  ftrength  to  contend 
earneftly  for  the  faiti  once  delivered  to 
ijhe  faints;  which  faith  is  to  be  demon- 
ftrated  by  works  confiftent  therewith.  ■  The 
^ftimoBy  of  truth  was  greatly  exalted  over 
*11  fwch,,  as  through  a  mean  compliance 
with  wrqn^thittgs,  had  mournfully,  deviated 
therefrom.  The  3d  we'  vifited  their  meet- 
ing of  minifters  and  elders  at  Norwich, 
where  the  f^ate  of  the  members  was  in- 
quired irito,  by  means  of  queries  proper  to 
fuch  Hj^Wig^i  folid  and  weighty  advice 
'■  was 
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was  gtveiu,  whtere  any  deficiency  appeai'ecl. 
Akhovigh  I  have  not  before  now  dftft-intSly 
mentioned  our  vifits  to  feledt  meetings,  yet 
we  had  fuch  opportunities  in  im-oft  or  all 
the  monthly-meetings  where  fvich  meetings 
were  fettled.  On  the  4th  of  the  2d  raan^ntk, 
ywe  vifited  the  monthly-meeting-  of  Nor- 
wich, which  was  very  large,  confifting  both 
of  the  men  and  women  friends;  it  being 
our  method,  during  our  labours  at  the 
monthly-m.eetings,  to  have  the  company  of 
both  fexes.  Through  the  o'ver-lhadowing^  of 
divine  power,  it  was  a  folemn  awful  time, 
of  which  friendS'  in  general  appeared  to 
be  fenifible,  as  a  remarkable  ftillnefs  and 
patience  was  abode  iii,  for  the  fpace  of  about 
fix  hours  and  a  half,  being  the  time  of  the 
meeting's  contimiance;  thotigh  a  moifion 
was  made  fboner  for  our  women  friends  to 
withdraTv,  left  fome  weak  conftitutions 
might  be  injured  by  long  fitting,  &c.  yet 
their  fpirits  being  fo  ftayed  and  bowed  down 
under  a  fenfe  of  heavenly  good,  they  did 
not  accept  the  liberty  given,  but  con- 
tinued to  the  breaking  up  of  the  meeting. 
We  found  a  valuable  body  of  friends  in 
that  city,  and  difciptine,  in  the  main,  well 
fuppoTted;  yet  there  appeared  great  dJanger 
of  the  prevalence  of  earthly-mindednefs,  in 
fome,  'and  grandeur  and  wifdom  above 
the  fimplicity  of  the  truth,  in  others; 
which,  if  not  guarded  againft,  might  in- 
trude itfelf  to  a(ft  and  govern  in  the  qhurch ; 

of 
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of  which  friends  were  warned,  and  through- 
the  effedlual  opening  of  the  fountain  of 
wifdom  and  knowledge,  much  caution  and 
counfel  were  adminiftered,  to  mutual  edi- 
fication and  comfort.  On  the  6th  of  the 
2d  month  we  vifited  the  monthly-meet- 
ing of  Noxth-Wallham^  where  we  found  an^ 
hqneft  finqpre  remnant  concerned  to  main- 
tain the  principles  Of  truth,  by  a  condudl 
confiftent  therewith;  yet  a  great  defejSlion 
appeared  in  fome  important  branches  of  our 
Chrillian  teftimony;  the  monthly-meeting* 
not  having  difcharged  its  incumbent  duty, 
by  way  of  admonition  and  dealing  with 
fuch  mem-bersi,  Tmth  opened  our  Way  in 
much  plainnefs  and  clofe  labour,  in  order 
to  bring  the  unfaithful  to  a  right  ienfe  of 
their  ftates,  and'  to  revive  and  promote  our 
Chrifti^n  difcipline,  as  a  means  to  reflore 
ancient  beauty,  and  a  good  favour  amongft. 
men.  The  path  of  thp  juft,  in  which  our 
worthy  predeceflbrs  carefidly  walked,  was 
clearly,  opened  before  friends  in  that  meet- 
ing; the  jvidgment  of  truth  being  fet  over 
thofe  who  had  erred  and  ftrayed  therefrom, 
in  this  day  of  outward  eafe  and  liberty, 
"yhe  9th  we  vifited  Wells  monthly-meet- 
ing, in  which  humbling  goodnefs  prevailed, 
to  the  great  comfort  and  flrength  of  the 
upright-hearted ;  in  a  living  fenfe  of  the 
free  extendings  whereof,  much  labour  was 
beftowed  to  reflore  good  order  and  difcipMtie 
in  every  part,  by  .firft  endeavouring  to  re-» 

move 
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move  thofe  impediments  which  appeared 
in  the  way.  It  was  a  time  of  fweet  com- 
fort in  a  faithful  difcharge  of  duty.  The 
nth  we  vifited  Lynn  monthly-meeting, 
wherein  our  fpirits  were  deeply  afflidled 
under  a  cloud  of  darknefs,  which  feemed 
to  over-fliadow  that  meeting,  occafioned  by 
the  prevalence  of  wrong  things  in  many 
of  the  members,  and  their  great  negledl  of 
the  due  execution  of  wholefbme  difcipline. 
Much  labour  was  beftowed  in  order  for  a 
regulation,  but,  alas !  great  weaknefs  and 
unfkilfulnefs  appeared;  neither  was  there 
that  opennefs  to  receive  help,  which  we  could 
have  defired  in  the  general;  may  alfo  add, 
we  had  frelh  occafion  tp  fay,  that  nothing 
but  an  underftanding  Renewed  from  above, 
is  capable  of  labouring  Tuccefsfully  for  the 
maintaining  our  Cliriftian  difcipline.  Oh  ! 
that  this  important  point  was  duly  confider- 
ed  by  all  active  members.  The  13th  we 
vifited  the  monthly-meeting  of  Wifbeach, 
in  the  Ifle  of  Ely ;  it  was  a  fmall  meeting, 
as  but  few  members  belong  thereto.  By 
inquiry,  it  appeared,  flacknefs  and  difor- 
der  had  prevailed  on  fome,  and  things  ic 
general  were  but  low;  yet  an  opennefs  v/aj 
felt  to  receive  proper  advice  and  couni'el. 
which,  through  the  gracious  extendings  oi 
heavenly  help,  was  freely  and  largely 
communicated.  We  had  ^cauje  to  believ<c 
truth  was  at  work  in  tlie  hearts  of  a  few, 
in  order  to  prepare  them-  for  lervice  ^  hav- 
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Ing  eafe  and  fatisfadlion  in  our  labours  a- 
mongft  them,  and  hoping  this  vific  would 
prove  of  confiderable  help  to.  that  meet- 
ing. The  17th  we  vifited  the  monthly- 
meeting  at  Ives,  wherein  we  had  painful 
labour,  and  found  things  much  out  of 
order,  which  had  caufed  darknefs  to  be 
felt,  and  an  ill-favour;  fome  of  the  active 
members  did  not  appear  to  us  :rightly  to 
know  what  fpirits  they  were  of;  however, 
we  found  they  were  not  one  with  us  in 
our  fervice,  which  was  indeed  very  clofe 
and  fearching  to  all  ftations  in  the  church, 
as  it  appeared  all  had  need  of  help,  and  to 
look  more  narrowly  to  their  (landing.  Di- 
vine goodnefs  was  gracioufly  with  us,  and 
carried  us  throuyi,gto  our  eafe  and  fatis- 
fadlion  in  a  gooqP^^gree.  But,  alas!  we 
have  fometimes  caufe  to  fee,  that  our  diir- 
cipline  does  not  profper  when  managed 
with  unfan(5lified  hands.  The  i8th  we  vi-" 
(ited  Hadingham  monthly-meeting,  and 
found  things  fery  low,  as  to  the  life  of 
religioti,  cpnfequently  as  to  good  order  and 
difcipline;  yet  fome  appeared  hopeful, 
tender,  and  defirous  of  a  proper  regulation 
in  the  affairs  of  the  chvirch,  with  whom 
we  had  good  fatisfadtion  in  our  labours  for 
their  improvement,  which  I  hope  was  not 
in  vain.  The  ioth  of  the  2d  month,  we, 
vifited  the  monthly-meeting  of  Royfton,  in 
Hertfordfhire ;  the  ftate  of  which  appeared 
much  out  of  order;  difcipline  was  in  the 

main 
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main  negkdled.  Very  deep  and  painful  was 
our  labour,  under  a  mournful  fenfe  of  that 
grofs  darknefs  which  had  prevailed,  by 
reafon  of  unfaithfulnefs ;  yet  the  Lord  was 
gracioufly  with  us,  and  the  teftimony  of 
truth  was  exalted  over  the  heads  of  difor- 
derly  walkers,  and  all  thofe,  who,  by  a 
mean  temporizing  fpirit,  had  violated  fome 
principal  branches  of  our  Chriftian  tefti- 
mony. We  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion, 
that  the  monthly-meeting  of  Royfton,  in 
its  prelent  ftate,  was  too  weak  to  manage 
the  weighty  affairs  proper  to  a  monthly- 
meeting,  and  therefore  propofed  their  being 
joined  to  Baldock  and  Hitchin ;  which, 
upon  a  folid  deliberatioii,  was  agreed  to, 
and  hath  been  fince  efif^^,  to  the  great 
fatisfadlion  of  friends  v^h'b  have  the  prof^ 
perity  of  truth  at  heart.  The  23d  we  vi- 
fited  Hertford  monthly-meeting,  in  which 
heavenly  wifdom  and  merciful  help  (as  at 
other  places)  were  largely  extended,  to  the 
encouragement  of  a  few  fincere  labourers 
amongft  them,  as  well  as  to  the  warning 
and  ftirring  up  of  carelefs,  unfaithful  pro- 
feffors :  for  indeed,  there  appeared  much 
flacknefs  in  too  many,  in  not  improving 
thofe  talents  God  had  given  them.  The 
24th,  we  vifited  thofe  under  our  profeffion 
at  Coterhill-head,  called  a  monthly-meet- 
ing; but,  alas!  upon  inquiry,  we  found 
but  very  little  done  of  the  bufinefs  proper 
to  a  monthly-meeting;    neither  was  it  held 
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in  due  courfe,  but  rather  occafionally,  for 
fome  particular  purpofes ;  and  when  the 
ftate  of  the  members  appeared,  we  did  not 
marvel  thereat,  feeing  moft  of  them  were 
tmfaithful  in  regard  to  that  important  tefti- 
jtnony,  againft  tithes  and  other  anti-chrif- 
rian  demands  of  that  nature:  other  great 
diforders  alfo  had  crept  in,  nor  can  any- 
other  be  reafonably  expedled,  where  per- 
fons  are  fo  void  of  a  right  underftanding, 
as  to  facrifice  that  noble  teflimony;  they 
have  not  ftrength  to  maintain  other  branches 
in  a  confiftent  efficacious  manner,  fo  that 
where  this  defedlion  hath  prevailed,  we  have 
obferved  the  moft  effential  part  in  religion 
(amongft  us  as  a^  people)  has  fallen  with 
it:  meetings  for  worfhip  and  difcipline 
are  negledled,  and  if  fometimes  held  by 
fuch,  they  are  to  little  good  purpofe;  plain- 
nefs  and  felf-denial  are  departed  from:  this 
hard,  dark,  tithe-paying  fpirit  is  fo  blind, 
as  to  fee  but  little  in  any  branch  of  our 
teftimony,  wherein  there  is  a  crofs  to  the 
carnal  mind.  Upon  folid  confideration 
we  did  not  think,  that  ufing  endeavours 
to  regulate  that  meeting,  in  its  fituation  at 
that  time,  would  anfwer  any  good  purpofe ; 
but  the  great  thing  pointed  out  to  us  in 
the  light  of  truth,  was  its  being  dif- 
folved,  and  that  the  members  thereof  might 
be  joined  to  Hertford  monthly-meeting; 
which  had  been  endeavoured  for  leveral 
years,    both    by   their    quarterly-meeting, 

and 
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and  alfo  feveral  committees  of  the  yearly- 
meeting,  which  had  not,  till  now,  proved 
fuccefsful,  as  the  confent  of  moll  of  the 
members  could  not  be  obtained:  but  this 
meeting,  through  divine  favour,  was  won- 
derfully overlhadowed  with  a  folemn  weight 
of  heavenly  power,  which  awed  and  tender- 
ed their  fpirits,  and  at  the  fame  time  merci- 
fully enabled  us  clearly  to  deinonftrate, 
that  they  contended  only  for  the  name  of 
a  monthly^meeting;  feeing  the  lervice  of 
fuch  a  meeting  was  not  anfwered,  fcarcely 
in  any  inftance.  They  at  length,  generally- 
yielded,  and  a  minute  was  made  to  propole 
a  junction  with  Hertford,  which  is  fince 
cffedled,  to  the  great  eafe  and  fatisfadlion 
of  friends.  I  cannot  well  avoid  remarking 
here,  the  very  great  hurt  and  obftrudlion 
to  the  progrefs  of  truth,  which  I  have 
divers  times,  with  forrow  of  heart,  ob- 
ferved  to  arife  by  fome  adlive  members 
from  private  views,  ftrenuoufly  with- 
flanding  the  pointings  df  divine  wifdom, 
for  the  .  help  and  prefervation  of  the 
body,  which  doubtlefs  is  in  the  Lord's 
fight,  a  crime  of  a  very  offenfive  nature; 
therefore  all  Ihould  gyeatly  dread  being  in 
any  degree  guilty  theretf.  Let  us  thferefore, 
at  all  times,  carefully  examine  what  ground 
we  zA  upon  in  the  churdl  of  God,  whe- 
ther we  always  preferve  the  fingleeyf,  being 
cloathed  with  that  pure  charity:":lSrhich 
leeketh  not  her  own,  and  ^filled  with  tliat 
S  s  univerfal 
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univerfal  fpirit,  that  carefully  promotes  the 
.  good  of  the  whole,  without  refpedt  of  per- 
fons.     The  2  5ch  we  vifited  Hitchin  month- 
ly-meeting,   where   we    fotaid   a    valuable 
foli4  body  of  friends,    ai><i  difcipline  well 
maintained  in  moft  of  its  branches.     Hea- 
venly goodnefs  o,ver-£!aadaWed  that  meeting, 
whereby,  underftanding  was  given  to  admi- 
nifter  fuitable  caution  and  counfel;  particu- 
larly to  point  out  the  great  danger  of  fitting 
down  at  eafe,  in  a. becpming  decent  form, 
even  after  being  eminently  favoured,  both 
with    the  dew   of    heaven  and  the  fatnefs 
of    the     earth;      notwithjftanding     which, 
there    muft  b^  a  perfevering  in  an  earneft 
labour  far  daily  bread,  feeing  i]iOt;hing  be- 
yond this  can  be  attained  by; us,  whilfl  in, 
a   militant  ftate.      On  the  27th  we  vifited 
the  monthly-meeting  of  Ampthill,  in  Bed-! 
fordfhire,  the  Lord's  awful  prefence  being 
near,  as,  through  infinite  mercy,  was  gene- 
rally the  cafe;    this  opened  the  way  for  a 
clofe  and  diligent-  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of 
that   meeting.      Things   appeared  low  and 
pretty  much  out  of  oixier;  the  adlive  mem- 
bers having  here,  as  in,  many  other  places;, 
too  much  negledled  a  deep,  and  painful  la- 
bour for  a  better  r^ulation.      Endeavours  • 
were  ufed,    in.  order  to -ftir  up  and  provoke 
to,  love  and  good  works,  by  diligently  ex- 
tending a  care  over  the  whole  flock,    that 
fo    all.   might  be.  brought  into  the  comely 
order  of  the  gofpel.     On  the  28th  we  vifit- 
ed 
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ed  Luton  monthly- meeting ;  it  was  fmall, 
flackneft  afld  the  want  of  right  zeal  ap- 
peared; alfo  fome  diforders  crept  in,  yet 
there  feemed  opennefs  in  the  minds  of 
friends  to  receive  advice  and  counfel, 
which,  through  divine  aid,  were  largely 
adminiftered ;  and  I  hope  the  labour  of  that 
day  was  beneficial  to  divers  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  may  prove  a  lafting  advantage  to 
that  meeting.  The  2d  of  the  3d  month, 
we  vifited  Albans  monthly-meeting,  held 
at  Charley- wood,  where,  on  the  ufual  in- 
quiries, things  appeared  very  low  and  much 
out  of  order;  yet  divine  favour  was  largely 
and  livingly  extended  for  their  help  and  re- 
covery ;  in  an  humble  fenfe  whereof,  much 
endeavours  were  ufed  to  promote  a  better 
regulation;  firfl,  by  the  active  members 
taking  heed  to  themfelves,  that  they  might 
be ,  endued  with  ancient  zeal  and  fervour  of 
mind ;  then  they  would  take  the  over-fight 
of  the  flock,,  not  by  con{lrainjt,but  willing- 
ly :  this  willingnef s,  through:  a  ncgledt  of 
feeking  that  divine  power  which  alone  can 
bring,  it  forth  in  the  mind  of  man,  hath 
been  much  loft  or  departed  from,  by  m:any, 
and  appears  to  be  greatly  wanting  in  m,aft 
places;  this,  without  doubt,  is  one  prin- 
cipal caufe  that  fo  general  a  defedtion  hath 
prevailed.  Had  the  foremoft  rank  ftoc>d 
faithful  in  the  authority  of  truDhy  they 
would  have  been  as  a  bulwark  againft  undue 
liberties,    and  happy  '  inffcruments    to    hav? 

preferved 
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preferved  the  body  healthy,  and  in  beautiful 
order.  But,  oh!  hpw  iliall  I  fet  forth, 
and  fufficiently  admire,  the  marvellous  con- 
defcenfion  of  infinite  goodnefs,  which  fo 
eminently  pianifefted  itfelf  in  all  the  meet- 
ings we  were  concerned  to  vifit,  in  order  to 
bring  back  again  the  captivity  of  his  people, 
to  build  up  the  wafte  places,  and  to  beauti- 
fy the  houfe  of  his  glory.  May  fudh  evi- 
dent tokens  pf ,  his  merciful  regard  make 
deep  and  lading  iiftpreffions  on  all  minds, 
lefts  the  Lord  be  juftly  provoked  to  caft 
many  off,  and  move  fuch  to  jealoufy  by 
thofe  who  are  now  no  people.  One  very 
forrowful  inftance  pf  much  degeneracy,  be- 
ing an  inlet  for  many  other  ivrong  things  to 
creep  into  our  fociety,  was  the  great  negledi 
of  divine  wprfhip,  efpecially  on  week  days ; 
fome  week-day  meetings  being  wholly  drop- 
ped, and  in  many  places  where  they  are 
kept  up,  attended  by  few ;  and  by  what  ap- 
pears, many  do  not  feem  to  think  it  their 
duty  to  attend  them  at  all,  nor  even  firft- 
day  meetings,  when  fniall  difficulties  prefent. 
This  difcoverd  remarkable  ignorance  of  the 
great  importance  of  that  indifpenfable  duty, 
as  well  as  of  the  great  need  all  have,  of  a  daily 
fupply  from  the  Lord's  bountiful  hand. 
As  thefe  opportunities  of  inward  retirement 
and  humble  bowing  before  God,  have,  by 
experience,  been  fbund  times  of  unfpeak- 
able  refreihment,  which  flows  from  the 
prefence  of  the  Lord,  who  has  gracioufly 
"^  promiled 
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promifed  tp  be  with  thofe  who  meet  in  his 
name,  even  where  the  numbers  are  but  two 
or  three,  hereby  ftrength  ^s  adminiftered, 
which  enables  vis  tp  ftand  our  ground  in  the 
Chriftian  warfare.  It  is  no  marvel  there- 
fore, that  the  neg^edl  of  fo  important  a 
duty,  is  a  cau{e  of  much  weaknefs,  .  de- 
priving people  of  a  neceflary  defence  againft 
numerous  and  potent  enemies  which  war 
againft  the  foul.  Here  he  that  goes  about 
like  a  roaring  lion,  and  alfo  as  a  creeping 
fubtil  ferpent,  prevails,  in  order  to  lay  the 
fociety  wafte;  and  whilft  many  are  afleep 
in  carnal  fecurity,  he  finds  opportunity  to 
fow  tares  ambngft  the  wheat.  Very  deep 
and  fervent  were  our  labours  in  this  vifit, 
to  promote  diligence  in  this  moft  import- 
ant duty,  as  a  great  means,  under  the  divine 
blefEng, .  for  the  reftoring  ancient  beauty 
and  comelinefs  throughout,  the  fociety. 
This  opportunity  at  Charley-wood,  finilhed 
pur  prefent  vifit  to  monthly-meetings ; 
we  having  requefted  the  quarterly-meeting 
to  which  they  belonged,  to  adjourn,  in  fuch 
order,  as  to  be  vifited  in  courfe  by  us  at 
one  journey,  to  begin  in  Luton,  for  Bed- 
fordihire,  which  accordingly  was  held  the 
8th  of  the  4th  month,  1761,  John  Emms, 
Thomas  Corbyn,  Samuel  Scott,  Jofeph  Row, 
and  myfelf  attended  the  fame,  and  laid  before 
the  quarterly  meeting,  in  writine^  the  ftate 
pf  their  monthly-meetings,  as  the  fame  ap- 
peared to  us  by  their  anfwers  to  the  quar^ 
'  terly- 
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terly- meeting  queries,  and  oihst  inquiries 
made  in  our  late  vifit,  with'  fundry  remarks 
thereon;  and  through  the  over-fhadowing 
of  heavenly  power,  we  were  fervently  con- 
cerned to  bring  the  weight  of  the  declined 
ftate  of  the  fociety  there,  upon  the  meet- 
ing, wherein  an  engagement  of  mind  was 
revived  for  a  reformation  -,  may  the  fame 
continue  and  increafe.  On  the  loth  of 
lie  4th  month  we  vilited  Hertford  quarter- 
ly-meeting ;  where  our  friend  Jofeph  Tay- 
lor, who  had  been  indifpofed,  joined  us. 
Having  <  previoufly  drawn  up  the  ftate  of 
their  monthly-meetings,  as  the  fame  ap- 
peaired  to  us  in  our  late  vifit,  with  re- 
marks thereon,  we  laid  it  before  the  meet- 
ing, which  they  took  into  their  folid  Gon- 
fideration,  and  a  folemn  time  it  was:  the 
Lord's  power  being  livingly  felt,  it  made 
a  remnant  willing  to  arife,  that  the  breaches 
made  in  that  excellent  hedge  of  difcipiine, 
fet  by  divine  wifdom  about  us  as  a  people, 
might  be  repaired;  that  the  heritage  be 
not  laid  wafte.  On  the  14th  of  the  4th 
xnonth,  we  vifited  the  quarterly-meetiftg  at 
Ives,  for  Huntingtonfhire,  Cambridgelhire, 
and  the  Ifle  of  Ely ;  where,  having  drawn 
up  the  ftate  of  their  monthly-meetings,  as 
the  fame  appeared  to  us  in  our  late  vifit, 
with  fome  remarks  thereon,  we  laid  the 
fame  before,  them,  with  earneft  labour  to 
awaken  the  ad:ive  members,  to  a  lively  &nfe 
of   the  forrowful   declenfion  found  within 

their 
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their  borders.  It  was  a  painful  exercifing 
time,  great  infenfibility  having  prevailed 
over  Boany ;  yet  I  believe  it  was  a  feafon  of 
comfort  and  relief  to  a  living  remnant, 
who  travail  for  the  profperity  of  truth  a- 
mongft  them ;  may  their  number  increafe ! 
We  had  the  returns  of  fweet  peace  in  the 
difcharge  of  our  duty,  and  departed  with 
chearfulnefs  of  mind.  On  the  2 111  of  the 
4th  month,  we  vifited  the  quarterly-meet- 
ing for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  held  in 
the  city  of  Norwich;  where,  as  ufual, 
ha.ving  drawn  up  the  ftate  of  their  month- 
ly, ineetings,  with  remarks  thereon,  the 
fame  was  folidly  laid  before  the  meeting ; 
wherein  divine  gpodnefe  was  manifefted;  in 
the  wifdom  and  ftrength  whereof  much, 
earneft  labour  was  beftowed,  in  order  that 
all,  the  aflive  members  efpecially,  might  be 
flirred  up  ta  an  exertion  of  godly  endea- 
vour's, for  reftoring  comely  order  and  dif- 
cipline,  in  divers  very  weak  meetings  with- 
in their  county  ;  not  to  be  at  eafe  in  their 
Ceiled  houfes,  whilft  the  ark  of  the  tefti- 
mony  of  God  was  expofed  to  reproach,  by 
the  detedlion  of  many  under  the  fame  pro- 
feffion.  It  was  a  good  tin(;ie,  and  I  hope 
ferviceable  to  Ibme;  yet  we  could  not  help 
lamenting,  that  the  memorable  opportu- 
nity we  lately  had  at  Norwich-  monthly- 
meeting  had  not'made  greatei:  impreflion  than 
appeared  by  fome  not  very  agreeable  in- 
flances  in.  this  meeting,  relating  to  their 
'  fully 
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fully  uniting  for  the  county's  help,  as  theJe 
Tvas  apparent  neceffity  for  the  fame.  The 
24th  of  the  4th  month,  we  vifited  the 
quarterly- meeting  of  Suffolk  held  at  Wood- 
bridge,  and  laid  before  them  in  writing 
the  ftate  of  their  monthly^meetings,  as  the 
fame  appeared  to  us  in  our  late  vifit,  with 
fome  remarks  thereon.  Much  labour  was 
beftowed  in  the  free  extendings  of  divine 
love,  which  was  comfortably  fhed  abroad 
in  that  meeting,  that  friends  might  be 
thereby  ftirred  up  to  ufe  endeavours  for  a 
general  reformation,  in  which  fervent  la- 
bour was  beftowed,  and  clofe  admonition 
extended  to  fuch  as  kn^w  not  their  own 
fpirits  fubjedled  by  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  but 
daredT;o  prefume  to  move  and  a6l  in  the  affairs 
of  the  church  of  God,  by  the  flrength  of 
their  own  underftandings  as  men :  thefe,  not 
having  true  zeal,  can  wink  at  wrong  things, 
great  diforders,  and  flagrant  unfaithfulnefs, 
finoothing  all  over,  and  blending  all  together 
deceitfully,  crying  Peace,  and  all  is  wellj 
when  it  is  evidently  otherwife.  Oh,  how 
doth  the  Lord  abhor  fuch  unfouiidnefsj 
furely  then  his  people  fliould  fee  the  weight 
and  authority  of  his  power  ftanding  over 
fuch.  A  principal  caufe  of  defolation  and 
wafte  in  the  houfe  and  heritage  of  God,  is 
the  want  of  more  prepared  itones  for  the 
building,  hewn  and  polifhed  in  the  moun- 
tain. But  great  inconveniency  arifes,  when 
fome  are  made  ufe  of  as   ftones    for  the 

building. 
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building,  in  their  natural  ftate,  which  ren- 
ders them  unfit  materials  to  eredl  a  ho\ife 
for  the  glory  of  God  to  abide  in ;  fo  that 
what  fuch  build,  is  nathihg  /but  a  habita- 
tion for  anti-chrifl  to  dwell  in;  for  he  will 
content  himfelf  in  any  form  pf  religion, 
whilft.  he  can  keep  the  power  out  of  it. 
His  firft  fubtile  workitrg  in  the  myftery  of 
iniquity  is,  to  perfuade  the  minds  of  men, 
there  is  no  need  of  any  more  power  and  wif- 
dom  than  they  haVe  as  men;  that  if >  they 
will  exert  their  endeavour,  they  may  be 
ufeful  members ;  thus  withdrawing  gra- 
dually from  the  fountain  of  living  water,  to 
hew  out  cifternff  to  themfelves  which  will 
hold  no  water.  '  Oh,  how  dry  and  infipid 
are  all  their  religious  performances!  and 
what  they  do,  is  only  to  beget  in  their  own 
image,  .carnal  lifelefs  profeffors  like  them- 
felves; thefe  are  very  apt  to  be  doing, 
being' always  furnifhed;  but  the  true  la- 
booirerssmuft,  in  every  meeting,  and  upon 
all  pccafions  that  offer  for.  fervice,  receive 
fupernattiral  aid  and  the  renewed  under- 
ftariding,  by  the  immediate  defcendings  of 
heavenly  wifdom  and  power,  or  they  dare  not- 
meddle.  Where  there  are  but  two  or,  three 
in  each  monthly- meeting,  carefully  abiding 
in  an  holy  dependance  upqn  God,  to  be  fur- 
nifhed for  his  work,  great  things  may  be 
done  by  his  mighty  p«wer,  in  ar^d  through 
thena..  This  is  evident,  by.  obferving  the_ 
itatg  of  meetings  where  fuch  dwell,  though 
Tt        -  all 
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all  is  notjdone  they  could  ardently  defixe,  as 
praifqd  bie  the  Lord,  there  are  many  yet  tip 
and  (^lown,  who  knqw  ^nd  experimentally 
feel  their  ftiiEciency  for  every  fervice  in 
the  €h;urch  to  l>e  of  Gqd.  The  28th  of 
the  4th  month,  we  attended  the  quarterly- 
meeting  I  -belong  to,  held  at  CoggefhaJl,~ 
for  the  county  of  Eflex.  Having  dr^wn  up 
the  ftate  of  the  feveral  monthly-meetings  in 
writing,  with  remarks  thereon,  it  was  laid 
before  this  meeting;  much  folid  and 
weighty  endeavours  being  ufed  for  a  gene- 
ral reformati^oij,  by  the  earneft  labour  of 
our  friends  on  the  vifit,  which  was  very 
edifying  and  comfortable  to  the  honeft- 
hearted  aniongft  us.  We  drew  up  a  fum- 
mary  account  of  the  fiate  oi  the  fociety  in 
the  coflinties  before-mentioned,  and  our  I^- 
tisfadlion  in  that  folemn  Tundertaking ;  with 
thankful  acknowledgment  of  th€  Lord's 
gracious  afljftance  through  thje  whole,  which 
Was  ire^d  in  the  yearly-meeting,  1761.  Be- 
fore I  clofe  tliis  account,  it  may  not  he 
amifs  to  fay,  that  fijch  was  tlieeffedl  of  pur 
labours  in  inoft  01?  ajl  the  monthly-meet-r 
ings,  that  committees  were  appointed  of 
thSr  own  menqibers,  to  vifit  particular 
meetings,  and  alfo  individual  members,  for 
their  help,  as  occafion  might  require.  The 
quarterly-meetings  alfb  appointed  1  large 
(Jpmmittees  to  vifit  their  monthly-pieet- 
ings  and  others,  as  they  found  freedom, 
for  their  affiftance.,    A  few  days  after  tji^ 

yearly- 
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yearly-meeting  in  London,  1761,  Thomas 
Corbyn,  Jofeph  Row,  and  myfelf,  fet  out, 
in  company  with  divers  other  friends,  on 
their  return  from  the  yearly-meeting,  in 
order  to  vifit  the  monthly  and  quarterly- 
meetings  of  friends  in  Yorklhire,  Lincoln- 
fhirie,-  Nottinghamlhire,  Derbyfhire,  and 
lleicefterfliire;  Matthew  Mellor  joined  vis 
at  Oatby,  near  Leicefler;  Jofeph  Taylor 
halving  concluded  to  meet  us  in  Yoi-kfliire. 
On  the  24th  of  the  5th  month,  we  vifited 
Bklby  monthly-meeting,  held  at  Sheffield, 
arid  found,  to  our  comfort,  a  living  body 
of  friends  therein ;  yet  much  flacknefs  and 
defection  appeared  in  many  members  of 
inoft  ranks.  Truth  opened  and  largely 
furnifhed  with  wifdoixt  and  ftrength,  to 
lay  before  them  the  dangerous  eonfeqiience 
pf  fome  prevailing  ana  undue  liberties. 
Thofe  advanced  in  age  and  pi-ofeflion,  were 
intreated  and  labdured  with  in  much  ear- 
nefthefs,  to  be  more  jealous  and  diligent^ 
in  a  godly  care  over  them'felves  and  the 
fliocilc';  as  thofe  that  nauft  fliortly  give  an- 
account  to;  the  gr^at  Ihepherd.  The  25th 
we  vifited  Pontefradi  monthly- meeting,  Heldf 
at  Highliats.  Here  was  a  very  numerous 
body  of  fri(?nds,  whofe  outward  appearance 
wa^  very  beconyng  our  felf-denying  pro* 
feffion ;  and  I  really  believe  this  plainnefs, 
in  a  confiderable  number  amongft  them, 
was  the  genuine  produdl  of  a  well  regu- 
lated mind  J  yet  I  fear,  in  too  many,  it  was 

more 
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more  the  effedl  of  education,  which,  however, 
I  would  not  Gondeton,  where  people  are  not- 
prevailed -upon  by  the,  fubtilty  of  Satan  to 
take  their  reft  therein  ;>  fince  the  form  muft 
follow  the  power,  and, not  the  power  fol- 
low t-he  form.  We  had  clofe  labour,  in 
order  to  roufe  thofe  who  had  fettled  down 
in  a  falfe  reft,  and  alfo  tp  promote;  a  better 
regulation  in  fome  refpecfts ;  yet  I  think  it 
rnight  be  faid  that  difcipline,  in  moft  of 
its  branches,  was  pretty  well  maintained 
in  that  meeting.  It  was  a  time  of  high 
favotir ;  counfel  and  admonition  were  plen- 
tifully extended.  The  27th  we  vifited. 
Brighoufe  monthly-meeting,  held  at  Brad- 
ford: here  Jpnathan  Raine  and  William  Hird 
jomed  us.  This  meeting  was  exceeding  large ; 
fbme  flacknefs  and  defecflion  appeared,  yet 
in  the  main,  difciplipe  and  good  order  were 
well  ftipported,  in  divers  bra^nches.  This 
was  indeed  a  time  of  fignal  favour,  as  the 
canopy  of  divine  pow-^er  and  love  overfha- 
dowed  this  large  affembly,  wherein  much 
fervent  labour  was  extended,  that  all  might, 
be  brought  into,  and  preferved  in,  that 
humble  felf-denying  way  which  leads  to 
filing  peace  and  happinefs;  and  that  none 
fliight  reft  fatisficd  in  a  form  of  religion, 
-without  the  dfiily  quickenings  of  lieavenly 
life,  whereby  only  the  daily  facrifice  can 
be  offered,  and  the  abomination  that  makes 
dfefolate  kept  out  of  the  holy  places,  tIz. 
the  heatt  of  man  made  and  preferved  holy 
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by  the  powerful  prefence  of  God;  no  lon-t 
ger  can  it  be  fo,  than  his  prefence  is  there. 
The  29th  we  vifited  Knarelborough  month- 
ly-meeting,   held   at   Rawden.      This   was 
alfo  very  large,  perhaps  near  five  hundred  o^ 
both  fexes  attended,  and  near  as  many  at 
each    of   the    before-mehtioned    meetings. 
Here  we  found  a  weighty,    folid   body  of 
friends,    who  were  zealoufly  concerned  to 
preferve  difcipline  and  good  order  on   its 
ancient  bottom;  yet  there  was  alfo  a  very 
heavy,  clogging,  lifelefs  body,  at  reft  in  a 
profeffion,  in  whom  little  or  no  living  con- 
cern appeared,  to  keep  undue  liberties  out 
of   their  families,    and  to  fhew  exemplary 
diligence  in  religious  duties.     Divine  gpod- 
nefs,  as  at  other  times,  was  eminently  mani- 
fefted,  in  which,   abundance  of  found  ad- 
vice, cautioii,  and  counfel,  ■v^ere  freely  ad- 
miniftered,    wherewith  many   hearts  were 
<leeply  afFe^ed,  being  made  willing  to  arife, 
in  orHer    to  promote  a  reformation  where 
things  appeared  out  of  order.     The   ift  of 
the  6th  month,   we  vifited  Settle  monthly- 
meeting  ;  a  laborious  exercifing  time  it  was, 
in  a  deep  arid  painful  fenfe  of  the  numbnefs 
and  formality  df  too  many  members,  and 
the   great   decay  of   primitive    zeal;     yet, 
through   the  merciful  arifing  of  heavenly 
power  and  wifdom,  ability  was  received  to 
adminifter  fuitable  advice,    warning,'    and, 
counfel,    in  order  to  awaken  the  carelefs, 
lukewarm  profeflbrs,    as  well  as  to  extend 

comfort 


cbirifoi't  arid'  belief  for  the'  eiiCouragemerit  of 
a  fiiicefely  cbricerned'retWnaiiit:  aiiiongft  tKem ; 
(hxt  &;  wliat?  appeared  out  of  the  holy 
(Jfdfer  of  the'  gofpelj  might  be  regulated. 
'the  jd  of  the  6tfi  month,  we  vifited 
Bfiefimbtid  mbrithly-meetirig,  held  at  Aif- 
garth ;  the  nu'rilbet  of  members  here  was 
Very  cbnfi'det^able,  yet  the  life"  of  religion 
ifefeiti'ed'ataiow  ebb;  tliaf  ibfrpWful miftake, 
<5f  irnagining  theinfelves  God's  people  with- 
(Jut'  the  reail  fbtife'  of  the  iiidwelling  of  his 
fiofy  fpirit,  atid^  of  Bfeliig  the  children  of  A- 
Btkh'ani  withbut  the  fkit^  and  good' works  of 
Abtahani,  having,  I  fear,  vei'y  ihufch  pre- 
•^ailed  upbn  th«  pofiefity  of  faithful  wor- 
ries Whd  are'  gbfi^  to  thelf  reft.  In 
ftiblfe  parts,  great  flackriefs  and  defediioii  iii" 
fbttie'  Ver'y  itnpbrtarit'  refpe^ts  appeared  in 
■nisltvy-^  Whb,  thrbtigli  the*  powerful  efficacy 
df  th.6'  everiaftihg  word,  were  dolely  arid 
very  preffihgly  admonime3;'tb  liibre  care'and 
diligence.  Great  e'ndeayoiii^  were  ufed, 
that  our  Chrifllari  difciplihe  niiglit^  be  more 
duly  ptit'  iii'  pi^a'dlice;  a  living'  reinriant  a- 
rfibtlgft  tHe'riaftlves,  lieai-tily  joiriiiig  with  us 
ill  our  defeti  laliburs  for'  pt-driiotiti'g  ■  that 
faititary  etid;  T hV  5th,  lliirfk  monthly- 
fheeting  Was  vilited  by  us ;  Jbfeph  Taylor 
joining  us'  here.  We  were  now  feven  iii 
lititnliei',  vfhich  we^  did' riot  find  too  many, 
t1ie"-wbrk  we'  wete'  engaged  in  being"  very 
weighty  and  laborious.  Iri  this  rriedting,  a 
itmriaht' wigt^e  fiiiceMy'  coricefridl  to'  main- 
tain 
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tiiln  difcipljne  land  goqtd  order,  in  thp  fpirij: 
and  life  thereof;  yet  great  It^kewarip^p/p 
and  many  deficiencies  appeared;  an  earthly 
carnal  fpirit  having  much  the  afcendency  m 
parcEits;  rawnefs,  infeniibility,  and  a  4e- 
viation  fronfi  plainriefs,  in  divers  of  the 
youth;  which  caikfed  us  deep  and  painful 
labour;  yet,  through  the  defcending  of 
heavenly  virt^e^  we  yvere  enabled  to  fpeals: 
clofely  to  their  flates,  which,  I  hope,  hacj 
a -good  effedl  on  fome  of  them.  Thi,s  op- 
portunity afforded  much  relief  to  oujr  fpi- 
rits,  and  we  went  away  with  peace»  The 
Stli  we  jiCit^d  Gifborough  monthly-meet- 
ing^ jbel<J  at  Kirbym0orfi4e ;  where  a  very 
l^fge  numj^er  of  n^embers  attended,  with 
an  outward  appearance  becoming  our  holy 
profeffioi^,  and  ^e  found  ^  truly  conQprned 
remnant  anjiongft  them;  bi^t  a.t  this,  as  well 
as  at  other  places,  we  had,  w^th  forrow  of 
heart,  to  yievy  the  great  defolation  that  an 
enemy  had  made  in  ,  |he  time  of  outward 
eafe  and  libfrfy^  which  could  not  prevail 
upon  our  ^grthy  predeceffprs,  by  depriving 
tjheip  of  their  liberty,  in  jails  and  {linking 
dur^gepns,  fepiaration  by  banifhment  and 
otherwise,  of  jhofe  in  the  neareft  ties  and  cou- 
nexianof  life;  pay,  the  Ipfs  of  all  their  out- 
ward fubftance,  and  the  lives  of  many,  could 
not  deter  them  from  maintaining  their  tefli- 
mony  for  Gojd  iij  publip  worfhip,  and  other 
things;  jpt  he  hath  naightily  prevailed  on 
Ha^n|p'  p£  ^li^iy  inQpniiderate  p^Ispring,  who 
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feem  to  have  very  little  befides   the  hnfk 
left  to   feed  upon. '    Divine  goodnefs   was 
wonderfully  extended,  in  which  much  fer- 
vent labour  was  beflowed,  and  an  awaken- 
ing time  it  was.      The  foundation  of    the 
builders  upon  the  fand  was   fhaken,    and 
Jefus  Chrift,  the  everlafting  rock  and- fure 
foundatiosn,    was  exalted,    as  the  only  fafe 
reft  and  defence  of  his  people.     The  iith 
we  viiited   Malton   monthly- meeting ;    the 
ftate  whereof  appeared  very  low,  and  things 
relating    to    our    difcipline    much  out   of 
order;    divine   goodnefs    being    near,    our 
minds  ^  were  ftrengthened,  and  our  mouths 
tjpened,  in  earneft  endeavours  for  their  help 
and  recovery;    a  fmall   remnant    araongfl: 
themfelves  joining  with  us  herein.     I  hope 
it  was  a  profitable  time  to  fome.     The  13th, 
we  vifited    Scarborojjgh   monthly-meeting, 
held  at  Whitby,  where,  although  we  found 
a    fincere    remnant    with    w;hom    we   had 
unity  in  fpirit,  and  they  had  a  fatisfadlory 
fenfe  of  our  clofe  and  earneft  labours  in  that 
meeting;    yet  inany   under  the  fame  pro-, 
feffibn  were  greatly  backflidden,  and  revolted 
from  the  primitive  power  and  purity  of  that 
undefiled     religion,     which     the     faithful 
amongft  us  have  been,    and  are  led  into:, 
divine  caunfel  was   emiiiently  manifefted, 
in  order  to  heal  their  backfliding,    and  to 
bring-  them  into  a  due  fenfe  of  the  Weight 
and  great  importance  of  thofe  teftimonies  to 
the  blefTed  tmth,  given  tq  us  as  a  .people  to 
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bear,  which  nic'ide  good  imp reflicJn  on  fome; 
•but  others  feerried  at  fo  great  a  diftaniSe j 
that  it  Was  hard  td  make  theiii  rightly 
leafible  of  their  true  intereft.  We  departed 
from  thence  witheafe  and  peace  of  rftind. 
The  i4thj  Bridlington  monthly-meeting 
Was  held,  which  was  very  fmall,  arid  the 
life  of  religion  very  Idv^r;  bu|  little  ability 
and  judgment  to  manage  the  a^irs  of  the 
church  appeared;  it  was  therefore  our  opi- 
nion, they  Were  too  weak  to  fubfift  honour- 
ably as  k  monthly-meeting,  and  that  it 
wduld  promote  the  general  good,  to  join 
them  to  fome  other  mdnthly-meeting. 
The  17th,  Ouftwick  monthly- meeting  was 
held  at  HulL  Upon  the  uliial  inquiries 
it  appeared,  that  much  lukewarmnefs  and 
defection  had  crept  in ;  and  for  Want  of  a 
godly  zeal  in  moft  df  the  a(5live  members  j 
difgipline  had  not  been  ftridlly  and  impar-^ 
tially  maintained^  fo  that  ddrknefs  and  weak- 
nefs  had  prevailed.  .  In  this  mournful  ftate. 
of  things,  our  labours  were  painful  and 
exercifing;  yet,  through  divine  affiftance, 
the  teftimony  of  truth  in  its  feveral  branch- 
es was  exalted,  and  judgment  fet  upon 
thofe  who  had  violated  the  faiiie.  The  feW 
fincere-hearted  labourers  jlmongfl  them 
were  earneftly  advifed  arid  encpuraged  to 
bear  the  ark  of  the  teftimony  of  the  Lord 
as  upon  their  fhoulders,  in  the  people's 
fight,  which  I  hope  had  a  good  effe(51\ 
The  19th,  we  vifited  the  monthly-meet- 
U  u  inff 
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ing  of  Cave.  The  appearance  of  the  mem- 
bers was  plain,  yet  we  found  great  dead- 
nefs  and  infenfibility  amongft  them,  which 
muft  be  the  cafe,  where  people  are  content- 
ed in  an  empty  form  of  religion,  without 
the  power  of  it.  Much  Chriftian  labour 
was  beftowed  in  order  to  kindle  a  living 
zeal ;  but,  aUs !  little  impreffion  was  made 
on  fbme,  ffet  I  hope  this  vifit  was  of  con- 
{iderable  fervice  to  others,  and  may  tend 
to  general  benefit ;  but  all  the  increafe  is 
of  the  Lord.  The  21ft  we  vifited  York 
monthly- meeting,  wherein  appeared  much 
want  of  a  lively  fenfe  of  truth  on  the  minds 
of  adlive  members,  and  divers  deficiencies 
and  fome  difordersj  had  crept  in,  and  re- 
mained, by  a  negle6l  of  proper  dealing,  and 
an  exercife  of  found  judgment.  Here  we 
had  caufe  to  fee,  as  well  as  at  many  other 
places,  that  a  literal  knowledge  of  our  dif- 
cipline,  without  heavenly  life  influencing 
the  minds  of  thofe  exercifed  therein,  bring- 
eth  nothing  effe(5lually  to  pafs,  to  God's 
glory,  and  the  edification  of  his  church 
and  people.  Great  and  deep  was  our  labour, 
under  a  weighty  fenfe  of  the  divine  power, 
and  alfo  of  the  low,  languid  ftate  of  the 
church  in  this  city,  defiring  Ihe  might  be 
favoured  to  arife  and  iliake  herfelf  from 
the  dni\  of  the  earth,  (Irengchening  the 
things  which  remain.  This  finilhed  our 
vifits  to  the  monthly-meeLings  in  this  coun- 
ty;    and    though   I    have   not   j-nrticularly 
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mentioned  the  QfUportunities  taken  by  us  in 
feleiil  meetings  of  minifters  and  elders,  yet 
■we  had  fuch  opportunities  in  moft  or  all 
4he  monthly- meetings ;  where  their  queries 
were  read  and  anlweredj   advice,  caution, 
eounfel,  and  reproof  alfo,  were  adminiftefed 
as  we  found  ourfelvfe   led  and  influenced 
thereunto.      The  24th  of  the  6th  month, 
their  quarterly-meeting  was  held  in  York, 
We    had    drawn ,  up    the    ftate    of    their 
monthly-meetings,  being  fourteen  in  num- 
ier,   as  the  fame  appeared  to  us  from  th^ir 
anfwers  to  the  ufual  queries,  and  other  in- 
quiries made  by  us  in  our  late  vifit  to  tliem, 
with  fiindrr  remarks  thereon,   particularly 
on  the  great  and  mournful  fiacknefs  in,  and 
n,egledl  of,    divine  worfhip;    efpficially  on 
week-days,  which  difcovers  an  indifi'erence 
and  lukewarmaefs   much   to  be  lamented, 
Earneft  labour  was  beftowed  in  that  great 
meeting,  to  faften  the  weight  and  great  im- 
portance   of    qualified  members,     coming 
more  earneftly  and  feelingly  under  a  deep 
fenfe  of  the  care  of  the  churches;  that  fo  an 
increafe  of  zeal  and  diligence  may  be  exer- 
cifed  throughout;    in  warning  the  unruly, 
comforting  the  feeble-minded,  and  in  fup- 
porting  the  weak.     It  was  a  folcmn  time, 
the    members  being  fenfibly  afFeded  with 
the  great  need  .of  abetter  regulation  in  di- 
ffers refpedls;    a  large  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  vifit  a.nd  aflift  the  monthlyj  alio 
jparticular  meetings,   as,  they  faw  ?aufe,  in 
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order  to  help  forward  the  nfeceflarj^-work  of 
reformation.  The  monthly-meetings  alfo, 
except  one,  in  fonfe(juenc&  of  our  vifit 
appointed  committees  to  vifit  particuiii* 
irni^tings  and  individuals,  as  their  way 
might  open,  for  thfe  better  putting  in  prac- 
tice our  Chriftian  difcipline.  In  this  city, 
our  friei^  John  Hunt  of  London,  joined 
lis ;  and  here  we  parted  with  Jonathan 
Raine,  Matthevjr  Mellor,  and  William  Hird. 
•We  went  next  into  Lincolnfhire,  and  on 
the  29th  of  the  6th  month,  vifited  their 
monthly-npieeting,  heild  at  Gainfborougli : 
here  John  Oxley  of  Norwich  met  us. 
Things  appeared  very  low  and  defedlive,  as 
to  the  difcipline  and  good  order  of  the 
church  in  this  place ;  the  meipbers,  in  too 
general  a  way,  being  by  indifference  and 
■yveaknefs,  infenfible  of  its  great  worth  and 
ufefulnefs.  Our  fpirits  were  deeply  bap- 
tized into  a  fenfe  of  their  ftates,  and  we  re- 
ceived'  ability,  with  great  plainnefs  to  lay 
before  thena  the  dangerous  confequence  of 
fuch  an  unfavoury  unfruitful  condition,  and 
the  great  diity  ■vyhich  the  members  of  fo- 
piety  owed  to  God,  themfelves,  and  to  one 
another,  in  a  religiotis  capacity,  which 
for  the  prefent;  feerhed  to  affe<9t  their  minds ; 
may  the  impreflioh  be  lafling !  We  had  alfo 
ibme  things  to  offer  by  way  of  encourage- 
ment, to  a  few  fincere,  though  weak  ones 
amongft  thdm.  The  2d  of  the  yth  month, 
iwe  vifited  Wainiieet  naohthly-meeting,  find- 
ing 
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ing  things  diftrelTingly  low  and  much  out 
of  order;  and  but  few  who  had  the  caufc 
of  truth  at  heart,  fp  as  to  mourn  becaufe  of 
the  great  defolation  and  wafle  made  in 
the  fociety  there,  by;  earthly-mindednefs 
and  other  flefhly  liberties.  Our  minds, were 
deeply  engaged  that '  truth  might  break 
through,  and  foften  the  minds  of  thofe 
dry,  carnal  profejOTors,  who,  iflftead  of  help- 
ing forward  the  neceflaxy  work  of  difci- 
pline,  were  great  clogs  and  hinderances 
thereunto,  being  as  dead  weights  and  bur- 
dens on  the  more  lively  part  of  the  body. 
Through  the  holy  e:^cacy  of  that  pure 
life,  which  gra9ioufly  attended  us  from, 
place  to  place,  we  were  enabled  to  dif- 
charge  our  confciences  at  that  meeting, 
in  much  plain-dealing,  to  our  own  peace 
aud  the  comfort  an,d  relief  of  the  few  up- 
righ(-hearte4  there.  The  4th  we  vifited 
Spalding  monthly-mefeting ;  much  diforder 
and  flacknefs  appeared  alfo  at  this  meeting, 
in  fbme ;  others,  who  would  feem  to  be 
fomething  in  religion,  were  but  too  much 
like  the  unfruitful  fig-tree,  pn  which,  when 
it  came  to  be  nearly  examined,  nothing 
was  -to  be  found  but  leaves;  having,  like 
Ephraim  and  Demas,  forikken  the  dew  and 
tendernefs  of  their  youth,  and  embraced 
this  prefent  world.  Such,  though  they  re- 
tain fomething  of  the  outward  reiemblarice, 
cannot,  prolpef  in  religion,  as  they  are  dry 
-and  infipid.      In  this  low,  mournful  ftate 
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of  things,  truth  arofe,  and  furnifhed  with 
fuitable  matter  and'  utterance,  in  plain  deal- 
ing with  formal  profeflbrs,  and  propej-  en- 
couragement to  fomp  hopeful  youth  and 
others,  to  come  up  in  a  more  lively  zeal 
and  concern  for  God's  caufe,  than  had  been 
maintained  of  late  fit  that  meeting,  which  I 
hope  was  of  good  fervice.  The  6th  we 
vifited  Lincoln  monthly-meeting,  held  at 
Broughton.  This  meeting  appeared  in  a 
very  low  condition,  as  to  a  lively  fenfe  of 
trj^th;  confequently,  the  difcipline  thereof 
was  not  rightly  managed,  as  being  done  too 
much  in  the  will,  wifdom,  and  temper  of 
man.  Some  appeared  hopeful  and  tender, 
efpecially  of  a  younger  rank,  to  whom,  I 
hope,  our  deep  and  eamell  labour  amongft 
them  was  profitable. 

The  8th  of  the  yth  month,  the  quarterly- 
meeting  was  held  at  Lincoln ;  before  which 
we  laid  in  writing,  the  languid  and  difor- 
derly  ftate  of  the  fociety  in  that  county, 
with  fundry  clofe  remarks  thereon,  point- 
ing out,  in  fome  meafure,  the  caufe  of  the 
great  declenfion  found  amongft  them.  This 
was  accompained  with  our  joint  and  earneft 
endeavours,,  to  bring  the  weight  of  thofe 
things  upon  the  members,  that  they  might 
feel  a  proper  engagement  of  mind  to  atri^e, 
and  repair  the  breaches  made,  which  had  a 
good  effedl  on  Tome  minds,  and  a  committee 
was  appointed  in,  order  to  promote  the 
jBTork  of  reformation ;  which  was  alfo  done 

alt 
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at  moftr,  or  all  their  monthly-meetings. 
From  Lincoln,  John  Hunt  and  Jofeph 
Row  returned  home  to  London,  and  John 
Oxley  to  Norwich;  Thomas  Corbyn, 
Jofeph  Taylor,  and  myfelf,  went  into  Not- 
tinghamfhire.  The  ijth  of  the  7th  month 
we  vifited  Retford  monthly-meeting,  .as  it 
was  called,  wherein  we  found  a  few  tender 
and  hopeful,  and  had Tome  opennefs  to  ad- 
minifter  eounfel  and  advice,  tending  to 
their  help  and  improivement,  which  appear- 
ed to  be  well  received,  and  fome  minds  were 
affedled  therewith ;  yet  very  little  was  dis- 
covered by  us  of  difcipline  being  put  in  prac- 
tice, but  almoft  every  thing  relating  there- 
to was  negkdled.  It  therefore  was  our 
judgment  they  ought  to  be  joined  to  fome 
other  monthly-meeting,  yet  their  fituation 
rendered  that  fonaewhat  difficult ;  however, 
we  concluded  to  lay  the  cafe  before  their 
enfuing  quarterly-meeting.  The  14th  we 
vifited  Mansfield  monthly-meeting,  which 
alfo  appeared  very  low  and  weak ;  but  very 
little  of  the  bufinefs  of  a  monthly-meeting 
properly  done,  as  the  number  was  very 
fmall  that  generally  attended  them,  and  in 
moft  of  them  the  efTential  qualification  for 
fervice  in  the  chvirch  of  Ghrifl  much  want- 
ing. It  was  therefore  bur  judgment,  that 
it  would  be  for  the  general  good,  thatManf- 
field  monthly- meeting  fhould  be  joined  to  that 
of  Cheflerfield,  except  Oxon  particular  meet-- 
ing;  which  from  its  fitiiasion  might  better 

be 
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be  joined  to  Nottingham.  The  1 5th  we  vifit-^ 
ed  Chefterfield  monthly- nieeting,  wherein 
divii^  goodnefs  was  Hvingly  manifefted,  in 
prder  to  adminifter  proper  afhftance,  by  way 
of  advice,  counfel,  and  encouragement,  to 
this  fmall,  weak  meeting,  wherein  difci- 
pline,  in  divers  of  its  branches,  was  much 
negle(fted;  yet  therd  appeared  an  opennefs 
-in  the  members  to  be  inftrudled  and  helpr 
ed  forward  in  that  weighty  work,  which, 
through  the  ftrength  and  efficacy  of  divine 
love,  was  largely  extended  to  them,  in 
which  we  had  fatisfa^ion  of  mind.  The 
1 6th  we  went  to  Breach,  called  a  monthly- 
meeting,  but  we,  found  it,  in  that  refpedl^ 
almoft  defolate.  The  teftimony  of  truth^ 
fo  precious  to  their  aneeftors  in  that  placed 
was  by  them  fufFered  to  fall,  in  moft  of  its 
branches ;  but  few  of  tliofe  who  were  adtive 
members,  appeared  clear  in  its  fupport. 
Darknefs  had  greatly  prevailed  over  their 
minds,  yet  our  deep  labour,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  heavenly  good,  had  a  tendering 
efFedl  upon  fome  of  them.  One  thing  aimed 
at  by  us,  was,  that  the  members  of  that 
meeting  might  be  joined  to  the  monthly- 
meeting  of  Nottingham,  they  being  unfit 
to  remaijn  in  their  prefent  condition^  which 
was  confented  to  by  them,  a  minute  made^ 
and  fome  of  their  members  appointed  to 
propofe  the  fame  to  Nottingham  meet- 
ing. The  17th  we  vifited  Ndttingham 
monthly-meeting;     the    number   here  was 

pretty 
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pretty  large,  bui:  the  pure  virtue  of  heaven- 
ly goodrifcifs,  (withaut  the  fenfible  experi- 
ence whereof  there  can  be  no  profperity  in 
the  truthj)  f^eaied  to  be  «iuch  deprefTed 
and  obftrudied  by  earthly-juLiridednefs,  cover- 
ed over  with  a  fornt  of  rdigidn  in  fome 
heads  of  families,  by  whom  undue  liberties 
Were  winked  at  in  their  offspring:  fuch  not 
having  zeal  enough  to  fupprefs  wrong  things 
in  their  own  families^  are  not  Uke  'to  pro- 
inote  good  order  and  difcipline  in  the 
church.  We  found  fome  who  united  with 
us  in  a  deep  and  earneft  labour  for  a  better 
regulation,  and  milch  found  admonition^ 
caution,  and  counfel,  were  adminiftered, 
which  feemed  (at  leaft  for  the  prefent)  to 
Have  an  awakening  effedl  on  fome.  On  the 
20th  of  the  7th  month  the  quarterly-nieet- 
ing  was  held  at  Nottingham,  and,  as  we  tm- 
derfiood,  a  jundlion  of  thatj ,  and  the  qiuar- 
terly- meeting  of  Derbyfhire,  was  agreed  on 
between  them,  and  fhortly  to  be  complet- 
ed. We  drew  up  the  ftate  of  the  monthly- 
meetings  in  both  the  faid  counties,  as  the 
fame  appeared  to  us  in  our  late  vifit,  with 
fundry  remarks  on  the  mournful  declenfion 
found  amongft  thein ;  pointing  out  to  them, 
in  fome.  meafure,  what  we  a'ppreherjded  to 
have  been  the  caufe  thereof,  that  thofe  con- 
cerned might  both  exarnine  themfelves 
and  be  more  watchful,  in  order  to  prevent 
lifuch  confequences  for  the  future:  which 
was  read  in  this  meeting,  and  endeavours 
X  X  ufed 
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ufed  verbally  alfb,  thkt  the  meeting  might 
come  under  a  folid  fenfe  of  the  ftate  of  their 
niontlily-meetings,*  that  proper;  afliftance 
rriight  be  extended  for' a  generaf  reforma- 
tion.- Butialas!  therfe^  were  but  few  amongA 
them  enough  devoted,  heartily  to  engage 
in  fo  good  and  necellkry  a  WOrk;  however, 
we  ■vyere  enabled  to  clear  ourfelves,  by 
leaving  the  weight  of  things  upon  them, 
and  to  depart  with  eafe  and  fweet  peace  of 
mind.  AH  praifes  and  humble  thankfgi^- 
ings  to  our  holy*  head,  for  his  gracious  and 
comfbrtabk  fupppft,  in  our  deep  exercifes 
and  labdur  from  place  to  place.  For,  alas! 
Wie  fhould  fobn  have  fainted  under  thfe 
weight  of  that  painful  fervice,  had  he  been 
pleafed  to  withdraw,  even  but  for  a  littl^ 
time;  but  we  found  him  a  never-failing 
fountain  of  all  we  ftood  in  need  of, '  and 
•wheti  our  fervice  for  tRis  time  was  over, 
we  could  not  fay  we  lacked  any  thing.  The 
2ift  of  the  yth  month  wq  vifited  Caftle- 
Dunington  monthly-meeting  in  Leicefter- 
ihire,  wherein  divine  favour  wks  largely 
extended,  in  which  we  retieived  ftrength  to 
labour  eanieftlyj  for  the  reviving  of  a  living 
concern  in  the  members,  that  difcipline 
and  good  order  might  be  better  maintained, 
which,  through  the  indifference  of  fome, 
and  the  backward,  cowardly  difpofition  of 
others,  was  but  poorly  fupported  in  fun- 
dry  refpeffcs;  yet  this  opportunity  feemed 
to  J  have  a  good  e"ffe<H:,    by  a   confidc-rable* 

reach 
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reach  vjppn  mai^y  of  their  mincjs,  and  I  hope 
may  prove  of  great  advantage  to  that  meet- 
ing, as  the  laembers  thereof  feemed  ^athei' 
-weak  than    wilful.      The   24th'  we  •  vifited. 
Hinkley    monthly-meeting,    which,    as   to. 
the  fuppqrt  of  ciifcipline  and  gofpel  order, 
appeared  to,  us  alnaoft  defplate,     Ovirearneft 
labour  for  their    help    an4   recovery  had 
little  yifible  impreflipn  on  fc)me    of  their 
members,    the  infenfibility   was   fb  great  j 
though  others  were  awakened  to  a  degree 
of  feeling  and  tendernefs,    who,    I  hope, 
received    lonae  benefit  thereby.      The  beft 
expedient  that  appeared  to  us,    was  their 
being  joined  to  I^ieicefteriiiionthly- meeting, 
which  was  accordingly  recommended.     The 
ajth   we  vifited  D*alby  tfnpnthly-meeting ; 
and  as  it  appeared  in  the  fame  ftate  as^  that 
of  Hinkley  |aft  mentioned,  I  fiiall  refer  to 
that  account,  and  only  fay,   we  adviled  it 
Ihould  be  joined  to  the  monthly-meeting  of 
Caftl^-Duningtoa,    except   a  fmall   branch 
thereof,  which  lay  contigijous  to,  Leicefler. 
The    27th    we    vifited   Oakham    monthly- 
meeting,  where  much  flacknefs  and  indif-- 
fference  .appeared,    too  ma-iiy  of  the  adlive 
menlbers  being  at  eafe  in  a  profellion,  whilft 
wrong  things  prevailed,    and  death,  inflead 
of  life,  overlhadowed  their  meetings.     The, 
Lord  engaged  us  in  a  deep  'and  fervent  la- 
bour,  to  ftir  them   up,    that   they  might 
arife  and  fhake  theiiifelves   from  the  duft . 
and  cloggihiB:  things  of  the  earth,  to  receiv^ 

tK'^. 
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fhe  ey^-falve  of  God's  kingdom,  whereby 
they  might  come  to  fee  their  own  ftate  as 
individuai  members,  and  aifb  the  general 
ftate  of  th?  church.  Qh,  how  afliamed 
would  fome,the»  be,  ,of  their  poverty  and 
nakednefs '.  "  We  found  a  few  ampngft  them 
in  a  humble,,  teachable  frame  of  mind, 
^is.'ith  whom  we  had  good  f^tisfa6lion,  hope- 
ihg  this  opportunity  might  tend  to  their 
help  and  improvement  in  the  beft  things. 
The  28th  we  vifited  teicefter  monthly- 
meeting,  in  which  \^.e  fouT)^  foiTt^e  honeft 
labourers  for  Sipn's  profperity,  and  truth 
opened  our  wa,y,  as  at  other  places^  to  look 
carefully  into  the  ftate  of  things,  and  to 
apply  fuitabk  counfel  and  advice,  as  th(£ 
faihe  immediately  opened,  for  the  reftoring 
good  order  and  wht)lefome  difcipline,  which 
appeaired  too  much  negledle^;  and  I  hope 
that  opportunity  was  of  good  ferVice  to 
that  meeting.  '         "     .^ 

On  thef  29th  of  the  7th  mpnth  the  quar-j 
terly- meeting  for  the  county  was  held  at 
Leicefter,  before  which,  we  laid  in  vv^riting 
the  ftate  of  their  monthly-meetings,  as  the 
fame  appeared  to  us  in  our  late  vifit,  with, 
fuch  remarks  thereon,  as  feemed  to  us  pro- 
per and  rieceflary;  and  were  deeply  con- 
cerned,' to  bring '  the  weighty  fenie  of 
their  great  declen|ion  ,^pon  the  fpirits 
of  the  adlive  members,  iand  the  great 
neceffity  of  a  fpeedy  exertion  of  their  Chrif- 
"^tian  endeavours  for  a  regulation,  left  a  ge- 
neral 
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neral  defolation  fhould  fnfue.  But,  alas! 
the  ftupefadlion  was  fp  great  in  this  as  well 
as  fther  places,  that  it  was  hard  laborious  ^ 
work;  yet  not  without  hope  of  a  revival, 
as  fome  'toncerned  members  were,  by  the 
pyermadowiog  of  divine  power,  made  wil- 
ling to  give  xip  their  names,,  to  contribute, 
their  endeavours  for  carrying  on  the  necef- 
fary  work  of  reformation,  ib  happily  begun 
in  the  yearly-meeting.  Here  ended  our 
■yifit  to  pionthly  and  quarterly-meetings  for 
the  prefent;  and  I  have,  with  deep  reve- 
rence, humbly  to  acknowledge,  that  a  re- 
markable evidence  of  divine  approbation 
attended  us  throughodt ;  making  us  of  one 
heart;,  by  the  baptifm  of  his  unerring  fpirit, 
fo  that  fcarcely  a  difference  of  fentimentfrom 
one  another  appeared  during  the  whole 
journey. ,  Another  thing,  which  appeared  to 
nie  a  taken  of  divine  favour  attending,  was 
the  open  recfeption  we  met  with,  notwith^ 
ftanding;  the  plainnefs  ufed,  by  us,  in  very 
clofe  fearching  inquiries  and  remarks  upon 
many  diforders.  I  hope  my  ulual  freedom, 
in  laying  open  the  ftates  of  the  monthly- 
meetings,  will  give  no  juft  caufe  of  offence 
to  any  who  wifh  well  to  Sipn,  fince  no- 
thing is  nxipre  likely  to  flrike  the  minds  of 
fucceeding  generations  v^ith  fear  ^nd  care, 
than  to  have  the  lukewarmnefs  and  defec^ 
tip©,  of  many,  who  have  been  fo  wonder- 
fully favoured,  .  fet  in  a  true  light  before 
them,  together  with  fuch  a  remarkable  ac- 
count 
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count  of  the  Lord's  compaffi.on  and  con?; 
defcending  kindnefs,  in  feeking  their  re- 
ftoratipn,  and  pfFering  his  mercy  to  heal  all 
their  bac^flidings.  How  can  any.  without 
being  fomewhat  afFedled  with  fear,  read  the 
forrqwful  degeneracy  of  fome  Chriftian 
churches,  even  in  the  apoflles  days;  like 
the  firft-fruits  in  the  gofpel'  vineyard ;  par- 
ticularly that  of  the  feven  churches  in  Afia 
Minor,  difcovered  to  the  beloved  Jahn,  in 
his  ftate  of  baniJQiment  for  the  word  of  God 
and  the  teftimony  of  jefus  Chrift,  and  by 
him  with  great  plaihnefs  committed  to 
writing,  as  a  call  and  warning  fropi  God 
to  them,  and  to  remain,  for  the  fame  end, 
to  all  fucceeding  generations?  I  have  no, 
other  end  in  what  I  have  written  concern- 
ing the  ftate  of  our  fociety;  for  whofe  help 
and  prefervatioti  I  have  been  freely  given  up. 
in  body,  foul,  and  fpirit,  as  well  as  in  what 
outward  fubftance  the  Lord  hath  bountir 
fully  favoured  me  with,  to  contribute  my 
fmall  erideavours,  that  her  light  may  go 
forth  as  brightnefs,  and  Ijier  falvatimi  as  a 
lamp  that  burns. 

A  fummary  account  of  this  vifit  and  fer- 
vice  was  drawn  up  by  us,  and  read  in  the 
yearly- meeting  1762,  as  was  done  the  year, 
before,  when  engaged  in  a  fervice  of  the 
like  nature.  A  like  vifit  was  alfo  per- 
formed by  other  friends,  who  had,  fince, 
the  yearly-meeting  1761.,  engaged  therein 
in  different  parts,  whereby  it  appeared,  alt 
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the  monthly  and  quarterly-ineetings,  in  that 
'part  of  Great-Britain  prdperly  called  Eng- 
land, had  then  been  vifted;  which,  as  far 
as  a:ppdared,  had  beeii  pefform,ed  to  general 
fatisfa6lion.  The  yearly-meeting  then  re- 
commended to  the  fiends  appointed  in  1 760, 
the  ciare  bf  extending  the  fame  brotherly 
afliftance  to  the  ineetihgs  of  our  friends 
in  Wa;les,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  as  their 
way  might  open  in  gofpel  freedom.  Neither 
did  the  yearly-meeting  omit  fending  a 
warm,  lively  epiftle  to  thofe  already  vifit- 
ed,  to  corroborate,  revive,  and  ftrengtheil 
the  great  labour  bellowed,  that  the  feme 
might  be  made  effefluah  I  fliall  now  clofe 
this  narrative  with  juft  adding,  that  I  have 
found  by  folid  experience,  that  it  was  a 
blefled  work,  and  greatly  blefled  in  the 
carrying  on.  May  it  be  fo  in  the  fruiti^ 
arifing  theAfrom,  is  the  fincere  delire  of 
my  foul! 

The  2 1  ft  of  the  8th  ihbntli,  i'jdz;,  I  fet 
out,  in  order  to  vifit  London  and  fome  other 
parts,  and  on  firft-day  the  2 2d,  I^  went  to 
RatclifF  tneetiiig  in  the  morning,  where  1 
had  clofe,  thorough  fervice;  truth  and  its 
teftimony  having  cohiiderable  dominion  5  it 
was  an  awakening  time,  to  carelefs  profef- 
fors,  ^nd  of  refrefhing  confqlation  to  Sion's 
travellers,  of  whom  I  believe  there  was  a 
confiderdble  number  there ;  I  had  with 
fatisfadlion  to  "believe  that  meeting  was  on. 
fche  improving  hand.  I  went  in  the  after- 
noon 
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noon  to  HorflydoWn;  this  Was  a  time  of 
deep  travail  and  painful  labour,  as  the  life 
of  religion  feemed  to  be  greatly  deprefledi 
by  much  indifference  of  ihihd  in  many,  and 
the  prevafencd  of  flefhly  liberties  in  others; 
yet  through  infinite  condefcenfion,  at  length 
the  power  and  virtue  of  truth  arofe,  where- 
by the  teftimony  thereof  was  exalted  over 
wrong  things.  On  thfe  fecond-day  follow- 
ing I  attended  the  morning  meeting,  and 
went  on  fourth-day  to  their  monthly-meet- 
ing at  the  Peel,  in  which,  through  the  ex- 
tending of  heavenly  good,  I  had  open, 
edifying  fervice;  friends  being  favoured 
with  a  degree  of  that  holy  leaven,  which, 
as  it  is  abode  in,  preferves  the  feveral  mem- 
bers of  one  heart  and  one  mind.  Oh, 
then  the  work  goes  fweetly  on,  the  body 
edifying  itfelf  in  love,  as  well  js  with  one 
voice  giving  forth  found  judgment  againft 
wrong  things!  On  firft-day,  the  29thj  I 
went  in  the  morning  to  Weftminfter,  which 
was  a  very  open  good  meeting,  the  tefti- 
mony of  truth  went  forth  freely  and 
largely,  wifdom  being  given  to  divide  the 
word  aright,  fo  that  the  difobcdient  were 
warned,  and  the  mourners  in  Sion  com- 
forted. I  went  in  the  afternoon  to  the 
Peel  meeting,  which  was  large  and  very  la- 
borious, in  a  fuffering  filence  throughout; 
which,  in  fympathy  with  the  deprefled  feied 
of  God's  kingdom,  and  for  an  example  to 
the  profeffors  thereof,    appeared  to  be  my 

proper 
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proper  bufinefs  at  that  time.  I  atteadfed 
the  mornmg  meeting  oa  fecond-day,  and 
went  on  3d  day  to  Plaiftow  week-day  meet- 
ing, in  v^rhidh  I  had  fome  clofe  fervice; 
but  things,  as  to  the  Hfe  of  religion,  ap- 
peared to  me  low  there,  where  the  profef- 
fbrs  of  truth  neglecft  a  conftant  labour  for 
daily  bread.  I  fpent  that  afternoon  aiftd 
the  next  day,  chiefly  on  a  vifit  to  our  wor- 
thy friend  John  Hay  ward,  who  appeared 
green  in  old  age.  On  fifth-day,  the  2d 
of  the  9th  month,  I  went  to  Tottenham ; 
there  being  two  confiderable  friends  fchools, 
one  for  boys,  and  the  other  for  girls.  By 
the  free  opening  of  the  living  fountain,  it 
was  a  very  precious,  comfortable  meeting, 
dodlrine  and  counfel  being  plentifully  hand- 
ed forth,  fuitably  adapted  to  the  childrens 
weak  capaaties,  as  well  as  to  thofe  of  riper 
age:  throvigh  the  divine  bleffing,  it  was  a 
time  of  high  favour  and  humble  refrefli- 
ment  to  the  upright  in  heart.  That  after- 
nooii  I  had  a  very  comfortable  reviving 
time  with  our  friend  Joiiah  Forfter-  and. 
family,  he  being  in  a  very  poor  ftate  of 
health,  in' appearance  not  likely  to  conti- 
nue long  in  this  world;  he,  with  much 
tendemefs,  expreflTed  great  fatisfaftion  in 
that  opportunity.  .  On  fixth-day,  the  3d,  I 
went  to  Gracechu^-ch-Street  meeting,  which 
was  Itiw  and  laborious;  it  appeared  my 
proper  bufinefs  to  fit  in  filence.  On  firil- 
(ta^,  the  5th,  I  went  to  Gracechurch-Stteet 
y  y  in 
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in  the  morning,  where  the  meeting  was  ex- 
ceeding large,;  and  for  a  time,  very  trj^^ng 
and  painful;  yet  in  the  latter  part,. it  pleafed 
the  Lord  to  arife,  and  his  enemies  were 
Tcattered;  .then,  was  truth  exalted,  and  its 
t^ftimony  went  forth^  freely,  having;  great 
dpminipn.  In  the  aftertioon,  I  went  to  the 
Peel  meeting,  wJidre  I  had  ;  large,  open  fer- 
vice,  and  truth  was  over  all ;  it  being  a  time 
,of  much  ^-poifort  and- relief  to  the  fincere- 
hearted.  N,e:xt  day  I  was  at  the  monthly 
morning-meeting  of  minifters  and  elders, 
fo  called  b'ecaufethe  members  more  gene- 
rally attend,  efpecially  the  women.  It  was 
a  blefled  time,  wherein  I  had  open  good 
fervice,  fhewing  ,the  great  diiference  be- 
tween the  miniilers  of  the  letter 'and  th.ofe 
of  the  fpirit:  that  the^  letter  without  ,j the 
ipirit,  though  of  the  holy  fcripture  itfelfj? 
kills  that  which  is  begotten  of  God  inkl][:£: 
hearts  of  people;  but  that  it'  is  the, holy 
power,  efficacy,  and  deraohftration  of  the 
eternal  fpirit,  that  renders  the  holy  fcrip- 
ture, outward  miniftry,  and  all  other  means 
ordained  of  God,  for  the  comfort,  help, 
and  prefervation  of  his  people,  effedufl. 
I  had  to  obferve,  that  the  minifters  of  the 
letter  were  moft  of  all  concerned  for  the 
external  appearance  of  their  miniftry,  viz. 
that  the  words  and  do6lrine  may  becurioufly 
adapted,  not  to  difguft,  but  i-ather  to  pk^/e 
tl^qfe  who'  have  itching  ears ;  on  the  con- 
trary,   tlive  minifters  of  the  fpirit  are  leaft 

of 
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of  all  concerned  about  tHfe  outward  appear- 
ance of  their  miniftry^  'liavifig  no  doubt, 
if  they  tre  ca;reful  in  the  fpring,  ground, 
and  mS^iiigcaTlfe,' "which- they  know  fhould 
be  the  cpiiftraining  po^^er  of  the  holy  fpirit, 
that  will'alfb  be  agreeabte  thereunto;  feeing 
that  power  is  abtetfiM^  render  the  rndftJaw 
and  fimpre  ex^reffion,  iny  man's  accbunt,- 
exceedingly  efficacious.  Oil  third- day,  the 
>ftl^,  i  fet.  out,  ^accompanied  by  leveral 
frid^ds,  in  order  to  "have  a  meeting  that 
afternoon  at  Charley  wood ;  it  was  a  time 
of  awakening  labotir,  hot  eafily  I  hope  to  be 
forgot.'  On  fourth-day,  the  8th,  I  had  a 
precious^;  operr,  ierA?;icea!)le  meeting,  at 
Jiardan's  in  the  morping;:'it  was  a  time  of 
geherarawale&ing,;  at  k  a  prefent  fenfe 

of.  duty:  "that  'af^iQfifipon  ,  I  had*  a  painful 
laborious  meeting  at  tlxbridge,  and  what 
made  it  more  affli^ing,  was,  that  the  gof- 
pel  endeavbiirs  \xfed  for  the  help  and  reco- 
very of  lukewarm  profeffdrs,  feemed  to  take 
very  little  '  Iffedt  upon  their  minds.  On- 
fourth-day,  the  Bth,  I  went  to  Staines. 
meeting,  which,  in  |:he  fore-part,  was  a 
tin^e  of  ver;^  heavy,. painful,  filer-!:  labour; 
in  which,'*  as  at  many  other  tiAaeS^  on  the 
like  occ^fion,  I  fully  ekpedled  the-  cloud 
and  diftrefs  would  remain,  till  we  fepkrated 
one  from  another ;  yet  near  the  concluEon, 
through  >in!finite  condefcenfion,  'trui®,'a?refe 
and  obtained  a  complete  vi<?lory  over  Wf®hg 
things ;  tlxeir  ftates  Heihg-  f^dkea  to  with. 
''    '  ■    ■  great. 
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great  plainnefsj  but,  alas!  things,  as  to  tlie 
life  of  religion,  feemed  but  low  amongft 
moft  of  all  ranfks,'/tjhere;  I  went  next  day 
to  a  meeting  at  Godslminj  which-  profved 
a  time  of  much  favour,  in  the  fweet  and 
precious  enjoyEftent  of  the  confolating 
ftreams  of  that  river,  which  mafceth  glad 
the  wh^le  city  of  God;  in  the,  bleiTed , 
efficacy  whereof,  the  dodlrines  of  truth, 
were  largely  opened,,  fetting  forth  the  na- 
ture of  faith,  hope-,  and  charity;  but 
the  greateft  of  a^ll  is  charifcy,  as  faith 
vsrill  be  fwallowed  up  in  open  vifion,  and 
hope  .  in  the  full  enjoyiyient ;  bp|E  charity 
never  fails  nor  changes j  its.  naturej  being 
the,  ffune  in  tircie  and  in  eternity.  On 
firft-day,  the  12th,  I  was  at  Alton  meet- 
ing, in  Hanapfltire,  where  we  had  a  very 
large  and  precious  baptizing  meeting ;  in 
the  morning,  the  teftimony  of  truth  had 
great  doijiinion,  and  the  living  members 
were  fweetly  cornforted  together.  The  af- 
ternoon meeting  t-h&re  was  very  heavy  and 
laborious,  and  held  in  filence.  I  had  a  very 
open  fatisfadlory  meeting  at  Efher,  on  third- 
day  the  ,14th,  and  another  at  Wandfwor|!bL 
the  aext  day ;  after  which  I  went  to  Lq$- 
don,  and  the  next  day,  being  the  1 6th  of 
the  9th  month,  I  returned  hom^  if|ndttiag 
my  dear  wife  ar»d  family  well :  having, 
thy^ipg^  infinite  ki^dinefs,  beem  much  fa- 
votwed  in  my  fervice  this  finall  jomrijey, 
anid  found  more  opennefs  in  the  city  of 
London  than  heretofore, ,  It  was  with  great 

comfort; 
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comfort  I  had. to  fee  a  growing  hidden  rem- 
nant in  that  city,  who  will  be  exalted  in 
Ifrael,  in  the  Lord's  time;  who  hath,  and 
will  yet  ,9pen  a  way  more  and  ipore,  for 
his  pained  travelling  childi'en  to  exalt  his 
name  ^nd  truth,  by  removing  the  ftumbling 
blocks  and  other  impediments  which  yet 
remain  in  their  vvay,  and  hinders  theini»in 
fome  meafure,  from  taking  the  rule  and  go- 
vernment, which  is  their  due  and  right  in  the 
kingdom  of  Chrift;  and  ufurpers  fhall  lee, 
iione  can  j&t .  with  Cl^rift  upon  thrones,  but 
thofe  who  faithfully .  follow  him  in  the  re- 
generation, 3^gree^ble  to  his  gracious  pro- 
miife,  viz.  Mat,  xix.  28.  and  Luke  xjiii.  30. 

To  this  period  of  time,  being  now  in 
the  fiftieth  year  of  my  age,  I  have  continued 
an  account  of  divers  occurrences  of  my  life, 
labours,  and  experience ;.  with  fundry  ob- 
ferva|ions  on  the  ftate  of  the  Chriftian  fo- 
ciety  of  which  I  am  a  member;  and  though 
done  in  a  way  of  plain  dealing,  yet  in  truth 
and  fincerity,  as  my  mii;id  hath  been  im- 
mediately led  and  opened  thereunto.  Let 
none  therefore  take  any  undue  advantages 
thereby  to  reproach  the  fame::  no  fociety 
of  Chriftians,  that  I  haye  ever  had  any  know- 
ledge of,  hath  any  advantage  of  this  peo- 
ple, eitlier  in  principle  or  pradlice.  Here 
I  intend  to  lay  afide  my  pen,  not  know- 
ing that  time  or  ability  will  be  given  to 
add  any  more,  which  is  all  in  the  Lord's 
hand  J    to  whom  I  humbly  commit  this, 

with 
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with  my  foul  and  body,  for  preferyitiBh, 
during  the  Ihort  fpace  of .  time  he  maybe 
pleafed  yet  to  lengthen  my  days ;  befeeching  , 
his  bleffing  may  attend  what  is  doile ;  with-^ 
out  which,  our  endeavours  are  fruitlefsj^ 
for  all  the  increafe  is  in  and  by  him,  who 
is  glorious  in  holinefs,  and  fearful  in  praife; 
Td  whom  be  dominion  and  glory,  through  1 
all  ages  and  generations.     Amen.  -    ': 

-  From  the  year  1762,  to  the  7th  month 
1765',  I  have  preferved  no  particular  me- 
morandum of  my  travels  arid  feryice  that 
I  can  at  prcfent  find,  and  although  I  tra- 
velled no  confiderable  jbiirnies,.  yet,  as  I 
always  thought  it  my  inctimbent  duty,  from 
my  firft  acquairftJance  with  Grid's  everlaft- 
ing  truth,  I  diligently  attended  mieetings 
when  at  home  and  well,  both  firft  arid  week 
days,  alfo  the  quarterly  and  yearly-meet- 
ings, as  they  fell  in  courfe ;  as  well  as  fome 
adjacent  quarterly  and  other  meetings.  In 
the  year  1764,  L  attended  the  yearly-meet- 
ings of  Colchefter,  Woodbridge,  and  Nor- 
wich, to  good  fatisfad;ion  and  comfort, 
being  favoured  with  free  open  fervice  there- 
in, efpecially  the  two  laft.  In  the  fame 
year,  having  an  inclination  to  vifit  Londotff 
and  fome  parts  adjacent,  as  my  way  might 
©pen ;  and  lilcewife,  having  a  manufcript  by 
me,  which  I  had  written  about  two  years  be- 
fore, intitled,"  Some  Brief  Remarks  upon  j0tn* 
dry  import aM^  Subj efts,  i^i'c.  divers  friw^ds 
whofe  judgmeift;  L  vailued^  having  p€!itifed 
i^^  '  '  ,  it, 
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it,  expr^ffed  their  unity "tthprewith,  gerye- 
rally  apprehending  there  might  be  a  fer- 
vice  in  making  the  faftie  pubUck;  being 
thus  encouraged,  I  laid  it  before  the  fecond- 
day  morning  meeting  of  London,  as  is  ufual 
in  fuch  cafes;  I  attended  the  revifing  of  it 
for  the  moft  part:  friends  agreed  it  fhould 
be  printed,  which  was  accordii^gly  doiie. 
It  was  afterwards  I'ejprintdd  here,  in  Ireland,, 
and  in  America.    *-  ;      ' 

Having  had  a  view,  for  feveral  years,  of 
^viiiting  friends  in  the  American  Colonies, 
as  I  waited  with  earneft  defires  to  be  rightly 
diredled  in  fo  folemn  and  weighty  an  under- 
taking, both  as  to  the  thing  itfelf  and  the 
proper  time  to  enter  thereupon,  I  was  fa- 
voured with  clear  and  full ,  f^tisfad:ion,  in 
both  refpedls ;  and  had  feen,  for  a  confider- 
able  time,  that  1  fhould  embark  for  that 
fervice rfoph  after  our  yearly-meeting  1765: 
this  I  efteerned  a  particular  favour,  as  I  had 
thereby  the  better  opportunity  to  order  my 
outward  affairs  timely,  fo  as  I  might,  with 
more  freedom  and  eafe,  leave  them  fo  long 
a  time;  yet,  except  to  jjiy  wife  and  two 
or  three  friends,  who  ivkre  eiijoined  fe- 
crefy,  I  kept  all  to  m,yfelf,  till  about  the 
time  it  became  neceiTary  tb  lay  my  iqoncern 
before  the  monthly-meeting  of  vvhich  I 
was  a  member:  which  I  did,  and  readily 
obtained  their  concurrence,  and  a  certificate 
very  fully  exp?re|]ive  of  their  unity;  which 
certificate  I  carried  to  our  quaiterly-mee;t- 
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ing,  laying  the  fame,  with  my  faid  con- 
cern, before  that  meeting;  I  alfo  obtained 
their  ready  concurrence,  fignified  by  an  in- 
dorfemerlt  on  the  monthly-nieeting  Certifi- 
cate; which  certificate  and  indorfemeii^ 
together  with  my  concern,  I  laid  before  the 
yearly-meeting  of  minifters  and  elders  in 
London,  and  after  a  time  of,  weighty  con- 
fideration,  friends  drew  up  and  figned  a  cer- 
tificate of  their  full  unity  with  me,  and  my 
intended  undertaking.  The  ready  and  una- 
nimous concurrence  of  my  much  efteenied 
friends,  was  a  great  ftrength  and  comfort  to 
me  in  my  enterihg  upon  and  throughout 
this  folemn  engagement.  I  was  very  fen- 
fible  it  was  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  the  whole 
body  of  friends  were  deeply  interelled  in 
the  right  and  proper  jperfornlance  thereof; 
and  therefore  found  my  mind  much  rdigned 
to  the  divine  will,  and  to  the  determina- 
tion of  his  people.  I  returned  Home  froni 
the  yearly-meeting,  to  complete  the  fet- 
tlement  of  my  outward  affairs,  having  part- 
ly concluded,  with  divine  permiffion,  to 
embark  in  a  Ihip  likely  to  fail  in  two  or 
three  weeks.  T  went  to  qur  quarterly  and 
yearly-ndee'ting  at  Colchefter:  where,  being 
taken  very  ill  of. a  fever,  I  returned  home 
with  my  wife  in  a  pofl-chaife,  being  unable 
to  ride  on  horfe-back.  I  was  confined  to 
my  "chamber  about  ten  days;  this  put  an 
iritire  flop  to  all  preparations  for  my  intend- 
ed voyage;  which,  on  account  of  my  illnefs, 

I  had 
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I  had  wholly  given  over  the  expedlation  of, 
as  to  the  before-mentioned  fliip ;  but  when 
I,  recovered,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  move  a 
Jittle  about,  my  mind  did  not  feem  eafy  to 
let  that  fliip  go  away  without  me.  I  there- 
upon wrote  to  the  merchants  or  owners, 
who  I  knew  were  defirous  I  Ihould  go  in 
her,  to  know  what  time  they  could  allow 
me  to  get  ready ;  their  anfwer  was,  about 
ten  days :  the  time  was  ihort,  and  I  was 
very  weak  in  body,  and  had  fome  affairs  of 
confequence  to  fettle  which  would  take 
fome  time ;  however,  the  will  being  good, 
I  fet  about  them  in  earneft,  and  beyond 
expectation  fucceeded  therein,  recovered 
ftrength  apace,  and  got  through  my  affairs 
in  time  to  fatisfadlion,  I  could  not  help 
looking  upon  this  a  providential  fuccefs, 
as  it  was  far  beyond  human  probability: 
the  Lord,  in  his  dealin^m^ith  us  his  poor 
dependant  creatures,  fomerimes  brings  us 
very  low,  baffling  all  our  fkill  and  contri- 
vance, that  he  may  clearly  fliew  us,  that 
ovir  fviccefs  in  fpiritual  things,  and  even  in 
temporals  alfo,  is  by  his  providence. 

On  the  9th  day  of  the  7th  month,  1765, 
I  took  leave  of  my  dear  wife  and  family,  and 
accompanied  by  feveral  friends,  went  to  meet 
the  fhip  at  Gravefend,  where  we  were  met  by 
about  fifteen  or  fixteen  friends  from  Lon- 
don ;  we  dined  together,  and  lodged  there 
that  night.  Next  day,  being  the  loth  of 
the  7th  month,  I  took  leave  of  friends  in 
Z  z  much 
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much  tender  afFe(5lion,  and  v/ent  on  board 
the  Carolina,  James  Friend  mailer,  bound 
for  Philadelphia.  We  got  under  fail  about 
eleven  o'clock,  but  it  was  near  a  week  be- 
fore we  took  our  departure  from  the  Land's- 
End  of  England.  We  had,  for  a  few  days, 
a  pretty  fair  wind,  and.  a  good  fet-of  from 
the  land ;  yet  on  our  paffage  we  had  a  great 
deal  of  contrary  winds,  and  often  a  head 
fea,  Abo\xt  the  9th  and  loth  of  the  8th 
month,  and  for  fome  time  before,  things 
had  but  a  very  difcouraging  kfpedl,  having 
got  but  a  little  on  our  way  for  about  twenty 
days ;  moft  of  the  company  feemed  to  be 
aifedled  with  fadnefs  on  that  account :  at 
the  fame  time  I  had  a  ftrong  perfuafion  of 
mind,  that  the  wind  would  turn  in  our  fa- 
vour before  night,  and  had  almoft  an  in- 
clination to  have  told  them  fo,  in  order  to 
cheer  their  fpii'ljl  but  was  fearful  of  pre- 
fuming  too  much  upon  the  certainty  of 
what  had  prefented  to  my  view,  left  I 
fhould  prove  a  falfe  prophet,  and  thereby 
bring  dillionour  to  the  good  caufe;  how- 
ever, it  proved  true,  and  held  favourable 
to  us  a  confiderable  time,  fo  that  we  failed 
next  day  feven  or  eight  miles  an  hour 
tHe  right  way.  The  21ft  of  the  8th  month 
We  fovmd  ourfelves  upon  one  of  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland,  having  about  twenty- 
eight  fathom  water.  It  was  fonie  fatif- 
fadlion  to  find  ourfelves  fo  far  on  our  way; 
I  was  favoured  with  very  good  health,  and  a 

good 
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good  'appetite  all  the  time,  and,  through  di- 
vine favour,  generally  with  a  qviiet  refigned 
mind,  having  full  fa'tisfadlion  that  I  was  in 
my  place.  The  captain  was  very  fteady, 
and  well  qualified  for  his  ftation,  and  very 
kind  to  me ;  the  paffengers  alfo  were  gene- 
rally civil  in  their  behaviour,  though  they 
often  burdened  and  wearied  my  fpirit  witla 
their  trifling,''  vain,  empty  difcourfes,  in 
which  I  could  not  join,  bvxt  was  rathet-  a 
reprover  and  a  weight  againft  them,  which 
I  am  perfuaded  they  frequently  felt,  and  I 
am  fenfible  I  was  a  coniiderable  awe  upon 
them ;  yet  I  thought  it  was  prudent,  as  we 
were  confined  in  one  another's  company,  to 
uphold  a  fainily  refpedl.  I  often  reproved 
their  vanity  and  corrupt  converfation,  and 
was  enabled,  in  a  good  degree,  to  bring 
judgment  over  them,  fo  that  fome  would 
own  I  was  right.  Alas,  I  had  forrowfuUy  to 
obferve,  by  their  manner  of  converfation, 
Jjow  empty,  vain,  trifling,  and  even  cor* 
rupt,  the  converfation  of  thofe  efteemed  the 
genteel  and  'polite  part  of  mankind,  in  ovir 
day,  is  become;  little  or  nothing  ta  be 
found  therein,  that  conveys  folid,  profita- 
ble inftrudbion,  either  in  things  relating  to 
this  life  or  the  next,  but  in  general  it  tends 
to  deprave  and  corrupt :  yet  many  thtis  void 
of  felf-denial  and  government  of  their 
tongues,  pretend,  with  great  aflurance,  to  lay 
undeniable  claim  to  the  holy  and  undefiled 
religion  of  Jefus  Ghriftj    furely,    they  da^ 
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not  give  themfelves  any  time  to  think  feri- 
bufly  about  the  natiire  of  that  religion,  an(| 
muft  conclude,  the  name  and  profeflion 
without  the  fpirit  and  life,  is  all  they  are 
to  look  for,  except  adhering  to  a  few  ex- 
terior obfervations :  fuch  grofs  darknefs  and 
ftupefaiSlion  is  much  to  be  lamented,  but 
very  hard  to  be  helped  when  they  are  fo 
ignorant  of  their  own  ftates. 

It  was  the  loth  of  the  9th  month,  early 
in  the  morning,  that  we  firft  faw  land, 
which  proved  to  be  Cape  Henlopen ;  about 
fix  o'clock  we  got  a  pilot  on  board,  who  was 
a  native  Indian;  about  nine  we  entered 
the  Capes  of  the  Delaware,  with  the  tide 
beginning  to  make  in  our  favour  j  about 
eleven  our  fhip  ftruck  the  ground  three 
times,  but  foon  got  off.  We-  had  fine  wind 
and  weAther,  which'  made  it  exceeding  plea- 
fant  failing  up  the  bay  and  river;  we  got. 
np  with  that  tide,  within  about  fix  leagues 
of  the  city.  Next  day,  about  eleven 
o'clock,"  we  came  to  an  anchor  before  the  city- 
of  Philadelphia.  I  foon  landed  and  went 
diredtly  to  my  old  quarters,  being  very 
kindly  received  as  formerly,  by  my  much 
eft^emed  friends  Ifaac  and  Sarah  Zane,  I 
was  about  nine  weeks  on  board  the  fiiip  in 
all,  and  about  eight  from  land  to  land.  I 
attended  their  week-day  meeting  on  fifth- 
day,  and  had  fome  good  pperi  Service  there- 
in. I  went  on  firft-day  to  the  great  meet- 
ing,   whe^e  perhaps  was  preftnt,    near,  if 

not 
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not  quite,  1 500  frieiids,  or  thofe  under  our 
profeilionj  my  bufinefs  among  them  at  that 
time  feemed  to  be  to  fet  them  an  example 
of  filence.  I  had,  with  fecret  lamentation, 
to  view  their  remarkable  declenfion  from 
a  true  ipiritual  exercife,  which  appeared  to 
me  but  too  general,  looking  for  words  to 
feed  upon ;  1  found  that  craving  was  to  be 
difappointed  and  famiiOied,  and  therefore 
Was  often  fhut  up  from  public  fervice  a- 
mongft  them,  efpecially  at  the  great  houfe, 
though  I  had  fome  very  clear,  open,  power- 
ful times,  in  the  bleffed  light  and  life  of 
the  eve'rlafting  gofpel,  there  alfo.  On  fixth- 
day,  the  20th  of  the  9th  month,  I  crofTed 
the  river  Delaware,  and  went  to  Haddon- 
field  quarterly-meeting,  which  was  very 
large,  sind  I  was  largely  opened  to  declare 
the  truth  amongft  them  with  good  authority. 
I  returned  next  day  to  the  city,  and  attended 
the  yearly-meeting  of  minifters  and  elders ; 
things  feemed  but  low:  this  yearly- meet- 
ing, which  was  very  large,  concluded  on 
fixth-day.  It  was  in  a  good  degree  favour- 
ed with  divine  wifdom  and  ftlength^  where- 
in friends  were  enabled  to  confider  and  con- 
clude fome  weijghty  affairs  with  unanimity 
and  brotherly  love.  The  Lord  was  graci- 
oufly  with  me,  affording  wifdom  and 
ftrength  to  be  ferviceable  at  this  meeting, 
both  in  miniftry  and  difcipline,  wherein  I 
had  fweet  peace  and  comfort.  I  went  the 
firll-dgy  folio  wing  to  Springfield-meeting,, 

in 
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in  Ch^er  county,  where  I  had  very  open 
we%hty  fervice,  and  the  bleiFed  jteuth  pre- 
vailed. In  the  evening  I  had  a  comfortabl* 
meeting  with  a  fick  friend  at  Derby,  who 
foon  after  departed  this  life.  ,  I  then  re- 
turned  to  Philadelphia,  and  attended  both 
their  week-day  meetings,  which  were  pain- 
fully labcfiojis  in  a  filent  travail.  On  fij^th- 
day  went  to  their  monthlyrmeeting,  and 
was  livingly  opened  therein,  to  fhew  the. 
reafon  why  the  church  of,  Chrift  is  com- 
pa^'od  to  a  human  body,  confiding  of  many 
and  various  members;  I  h^d  good  iervice 
alfo  in  the  meeting  of  bufincfs.  Their  num- 
ber is  very  large,  but  many  appeared  to  me 
weak  and  unlkilful  as  to  the  proper  qua-» 
lific^tions  of  a(?ti.ve  m^mbgrs  in  the  church» 
fome  of  them  did  not  appear  to  be  re- 
deemed from  fear,  favour,  and  afFe^tion  in 
judgment.  I  had  great  comfort  in  the  la-? 
^)Onr  of  this  day.  On  third-day,  the  ift  of 
the  loth  month,  I  hssd  a  very  large  meet- 
ing at  Haddonfiqld,  in  Weft-Jerley;*  the 
word  was  given  with  clearnefs  and  gofpel 
authority,  and^  I  had  to  fliew  the  power  and 
efiicacy  of  true  faith,  and  the  weaknefs  and 
infufficiency  of  an  hiftoric^l  or  implicit 
faith:  it  was  a  good  time,  ^nd  the  glori- 
ous truth  was  exalted.  J  then  went  to 
Chefter;  the  meeting  was  very  large,  and 
I  had  clofe,  thorough  fervice  therein,  on  the 
iubjeft  of  felfrdenial  and  taking  up  the 
daily  crofs.    On  fifth-day,  had  a  very  large 

meeting 


JOHN    GRIFFITH.        361 

meeting    at    Evefliam,     and    had    therein 

C  eighty  ^rvice,  on  the  nature  of  that  new- 
irth,  withov\t  which  no  man  can  fee  the 
kingdom  of  God;  moft  of  the  auditory 
feemed  much  ftrangers  thereto,  which  made 
the  labour  heavier,  yet  wifdom  was  mer- 
cifully given  to  divide  the  word  to  this 
numerous  alTembly,  about  the  fpace  of  two 
hours.  Next  day  I  had  a  very  thronged 
meeting  at  Mount-Holly,  in  New-Jerfey; 
my  labour  in  the  miniftry  was  very  clofe 
and  fearching,  to  good  fatisfad:ion.  On 
firll-day,  the  6th  of  the  loth  month,  was 
at  Buflingtbn  meeting,  and  had  an  open 
time;  alfo  at  their  monthly- meeting  on  the 
fecond-day  following,  which  was  very  large; 
I  was  livingly  opened  upon  thefe  words, 
"  Pray  without  ceafing,  and  in  every  thing 
"  give  thanks;"  alfo  fhewing,  that  the 
power  of  the  word  of  life  ought  to  be  the 
fpring  of  asSion  in  the  church  of  Chrift. 
On  third-day,  accompanied  by  divers  friends, 
I  crolTed  the  river  Delaware,  and  had  a 
meeting  at  Briftol,  in  Pennfylvania;  it  was 
a  fmall  poor  meeting,  I  laboured  according 
to  ability  received,  to  flir  up  the  members 
to  a  more  lively  concern,  but  things  ap- 
peared very  low.  On  fourth-day  I  had  a 
large  meeting  at  the  Falls ;  it  was  very  la- 
borious, under  a  fenfe  of  a  dry,  lifelefs 
ftate  in  too  many,  and  the  inconiiftent  con- 
du(ft  of  others ;  efpecially  in  that  of  excef- 
five  drinking,    which  I  felt  to  caufe  a  very 
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favour :  I  was'  informed  after,  it  had  great" 
ly  preTailed  upon   many  inn- that  ^pieeting. 
and  that  divers  of  them  vyho  'were   the^ 
that  day,    had  been  difowned  on  that  ac- 
count.    Next  day  I  had  a  large  meeting  at 
Wrigh^town;    I  was  opened  therein,  to 
fliew  /me  fimilarity  between  the  travels  of 
the    foul    towards    fpiritual   Canaan,    and 
thofe  of  the  Ifraelites  towards  the  outward 
Canaan.     It  was  a  clofe  awakening  time  to 
dry,    formal  profeflbrs.      On  fikth-day,    I 
had  an   exceeding  large  meeting  at  Buck- 
ingham ;    to  this  great  gathering  the  ever- 
lafting  gofpel  was  powerfully  preachefi,  and 
the    end  and   defign  of   true   miniftry   fet 
forth ;  this  was  a  bleffed  tiine  of  divine  re- 
frelhment,  to  the  rejoicing  of  many  hearts, 
and  roufiijg,  I  hope*  of  the  lukewarm,  in  a 
good  degree.     After  this  meeting,   I  felt  it 
in    my    mind   to   fpeak   to   Thomas   Roft, 
a  friend  in  the  miniftry  of  that  county,  to 
bear  me  company  to  the  fouthern  provinces, 
which  he,    after  due  confideration  and  ob- 
taining his  friends  concurrence  and  certifi- 
cate,   complied  with;    and   not   o-nly  that 
journey,  but  alfo  to  New-England,  &c.  fo 
that  I   was   favoured,  with    the    agreeable 
company  of  this   valuable  friend,    through 
moft;  of  my  American   travels,  which  was 
to  my   great  comfort.      On  firft-day,    the 
13th  of  the  loth  month,  I  was  at  North- 
Wales  meeting,  which  was  very  large,  and 
w^s  favoured  w^ith  a  thorough  open  time, 

to 
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to  the  tendering  of  many  hearts.  The  dny^ 
foUowinayiad  a  large  meeting  at  Plymovith ; 
If  was  opeSd  upon  that  paflage,  *'  Believe  not 
*'  every  fpirit,"  &c.  had  cloie  work  with  li- 
bertines, fuch  afe  are  commonly  called  free- 
thinkers, and  was  carried  over  them:  truth 
and  its  teftimony  was  greatly  exalted  and 
triumphed  over  that  fpirit,  and  other  wrong 
things.  On  third-day,  had  a  large  meet- 
ing at  Horfliam,  and  was  powerfully  open- 
ed on  the  words  of  the  prophet  Joel, 
viz.  "  I  will  pour  out  my  fpirit  upon  all 
"  flefh,"  &c.  with  fome  clofe  remarks  to 
thofe  who  reft  fatisfied  with  a  mere  profef- 
fion.  After  meeting,  came  a  feventh-day 
Baptift  to  the  friend's  houfe  where  I  was; 
and  if  I  had  fuffered  it,  would  have  led  me 
out  into  a  wide  field  of  argument,  for  which 
I  bad  neither  time  nor  inclination;  he  ad- 
,vanced  feveral  points,  but  I  kept  him  fo 
clofe  to  fome  of  them  that  he  was  foon 
foiled,  he  found  my  method  of  arguing  fo 
different  from  his ;  he  being  for  a  multitude 
of  words  and  a  great  deal  of  rr-mble,  and 
I  was  for  but  a  few  words  clofe  to  the 
point,  backed  with  clear  fcripture  proof, 
fo  we  had  quickly  done ;  he  feemed  willing 
to  drop  it,  and  fo  was  I,  for  fuch  are  fo 
full  of  notion  and  fo  fixed  therein,  that 
the  cleareft  reafoning  feems  thrown  away 
upon  them.  On  fourth-day  had  a  very  large 
meeting  at  Abington,  the  place  which  I 
belonged  to  in  my  youthful  days,  and  where 
A  a  a  I  was 
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I  was  firfl,  through  infinite  mercy,  brought 
to  the'  knowledge  of  the  ever-bl^jjfed  truths: 
and  where  my  mouth  was  firll  opened  above 
thirty  years  before,  in  a  public  teftimony. 
A  dark  cloud  feemed  painfully  over  the 
meeting  in  the  fore  part,  yet  at  length  truth 
prevailed,  and  utterance  was  largely  given 
to  declare  the  do(5lrine  thereof,  fliewing  that 
the  children  of  Ifrael  feared  the  Loi'd  all 
the  days  of  Jolliua,  and  of  the  elders  that 
out-lived  him.  It  was  a  very  awakening 
time,  and  many  appeared  to  be  pretty  much 
affedled.  Next  day  I  had  a  iinall  meeting 
at  Frankfort,  things  appeared  Very  low  and 
dark  for  a  time,  yet  at  length,  wifdom  and 
utterance  were  given  upon  thefe  words, 
*'  Man  being  in  honour,  and  abiding  not 
"therein,  is  like  the  bead  that  periflieth." 
There  feemed  a  want  of  a  living  concern  in 
the  general.  Next  day  had  a  large  meet- 
ing at  German-town,  this  was  a  dark  pain- 
ful time  in  the  fore  part;  truth  meafurably 
arofe,  and  the  word  was  given,  viz. 
"  Let  God  arife,  that  his  enemies  may  be 
*'  fcattered."  Went  after  meeting  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  on  rft  day,  the  20th  of  the 
10th  month,'  over  Schuylkill,  to  Merion 
meeting ;  things  appeared  exceeding  low,  as 
to  the  life  of  religion ;  I  was  concerned  to 
1  call  them  to  work  while  it  is  day,  and  it  was 
a  "clofe  fearching  time.  On  fecond-day  I 
went  to  the  burial  of  a  valuable  friend  at 
Derby,  the  iame  with  whom  1  had  a  meet- 
ing 
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ing  beforci^mentioncd ;  the  meeting  was 
very  larg|;  and  there  was  great  opennefs  to 
declare  the  truth  with  clearnefs  and  divine 
authority,  even  to  the  confounding  Ubei'- 
tines  and  gainfayers,  of  whom  I  fear  there 
is  a  confiderable  number  in  that  place :  this 
feemed  to  me  the  moft  favoured  time  I  had 
had  fince  I  landed,  and  being  alfo  at  the 
meeting  I  formerly  belonged  to  for  many 
years,  it  was  a  precious  renewal  of  that 
Iweet  unity  fome  of  us  had  enjoyed  toge- 
ther many  times  formerly  in  that  pla^e. 
Next  day  I  went  to  Philadelphia;  and  the 
firft-day  following  to  Newtown  meeting, 
in  Chefter  county,  where  I  had  very  fearch- 
ing  laborious  fcrvice;  things  appeare*  to 
me  mournfully  low,  as  to  the  life  of  reli- 
gion, many  being  at  eafe  in  a  profeflion 
thereof.  I  went  next  day  to  the  month- 
ly-meeting at  Providence,  and  had  fome 
good  edifying  fervice  to  the  poor  in  fpirit; 
things  appeared  very  low  and  heavy  in  the 
meeting  for  bufinefs.  On  third-day  I  had 
a  large  meeting  at  Radnor,  and  laboured  to 
convince  them  that  there  is  fomething  in 
religion  befides  the  form  and  outward  pro- 
feflion, but  few  feemed  to  me  alive  there- 
in. On  fourth-day  went  to  Haverford 
meeting;  I  was  opened  upon  the  words  of 
the  apoftle,  viz.  "  Great  is  the  myftery  of 
"  godlinefs;  Gqd  manifefted  in  the  flefh." 
It  was  a  good  time,'  though  the  profefFors 
^re  but  few,  and  in  a  po.or  \veak  fltate.     I 
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went  on  fifth-day  to  the  monthly-meeting  at 
Derby,  the  life  of  religion  feemed  TStry  much 
deprefled;  I  was  filent  as  to  miniftry,  but 
had  fome  fervice  in  the  meeting  of  bufinefs, 
and  returned  to  the  city  that  night.  I  had 
been  indifpofed  fojpe  days  paft,  and  in 
much  pain  with  a  kind  of  flux;  took  Ibme 
medicine  on  fixth-day,  and  was  foon  better. 
Next  day  I  went  to  their  quarterly-meeting 
of  minifters  an^  elders,  where  I  was  living- 
ly  opened  on  that  paffage,  "  Him  that  over- 
"  Cometh,  I  will  m^ke  a  pillar  in  the  houfe 
**  of  my  God,"  &c.  Shewing,  that  the 
beall  arid  the  falfe  prophet  muft  be  over^ 
come,  before  we  can  fland  with  fafety  and 
approbation  in  the  great  work  of  the  mi- 
niftry. This  quarterly-meeting  ended  on 
third-day,  at  the  feveral  fittings  of  which 
I  had  good  open  fervice,  particularly  at  the 
Bank  meeting  on  firft-day  afternoon, 
ihewing  that  thofe  who  are  more  willing 
to  receive  than  to  mg^ke  fuitablp  returns, 
are  neither  fo  honeft  nor  grateful  as  they 
ought  toTae;  and  on  third- day,  at  the  great 
houfe,  being  the  yoiiths  meeting,  which 
was  very  large,  concerning  the  nature  and 
negeflity  of  Chrift's  baptifm  with  the  Holy 
Ghc»ft  and  fire ;  there  was  great  flowing  of 
love  ^nd  enlargement  of  heart  to  the  young 
people  that  way.  On  fourth-day  I  was  at 
a  meeQng  appointed  for  the  poor  negroes, 
and  had  open  good  fervice  amongft  them,  in 
ttse  free  ijowihg  of  univerfai  love,  wherein 

I  wa^ 
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I  was  enabled  to  open  unto  them  the  way 
of  life  aiad  falvation ;  divers  of  them  ap- 
peared to  be  afFecSed  and  tendered ;  it  was  a 
comfortable  time.  ..  On* fifth-day  I  was >  at 
a  marriage  in  the  city,  and  largely  opened 
upon  thefe  words,  viz.  "  The  bleffing  of 
"  God  maketh  truly  rich,"  &c.  Shewing, 
there  is  no  real  happinefs  in  any  ftation  of 
life  without  it.  It  was  a  good  time,  for 
truth  prevailed. 

I  fet  out  on  fixth-day,  the  8  th  of  the 
loth  month,  on  my  intended  jouhiey  to- 
wards Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Carolina;' 
and  went  that  night  to  my  brother-in-law, 
Micajah  Speakman's,  at  Concord.  Next 
day  began  their  quarterly-meeting:  through 
divine  favour^  I  had  thorough  fervice  at 
the  three  meetings  held  there :  on  feventh- 
day,  at  the;  meeting  of  minifters  and  elders, 
I  was  livingly  opened  upon  thefe  words 
of  Chrift,  "  The  difciple  is  not  above  his 
"  mafter,  nor  the  fervant  above  his  Lord;" 
alfo,  concerning  what  was  declared  of 
Chrift,  "  That  in  his  humiliation,  his  judg- 
**  ment  was  taken  away,"  &c*.  That  it 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  our  judgment 
in  the  truth  is  taken  away  at  times,  that 
we  may  fee  who  is  the  giver  of  it ;  it  was 
an  efFe<Stual  reaching  time.  On  firft-day  I 
was  mournfully  affedled  with  a  diftrefling 
ienfe  of  the  aij^oftacy  of  many  in  that  meet- 
ing' 
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ing,  from  the  life  and  power  of  religion ;  I 
Jiad  a  very  clofe  awakening  time,  and  trutl]^* 
mercifully  prevailed.  On  fecond-day  I  was 
largely  opened  with  good  authority,  on 
thefe  and  other  words,  ^'  He  that  cometh 
^', after  me,  muft  firft  deny  himfelf,"  &c. 
Great  weaknefs  and  want  of  living  concern 
was  felt  i  in  that  exceeding  large  meeting, 
and  too  much  leaning  to  their  own  ujider- 
ftanding,  yet  a  faithful  remnant  is  pre- 
ferved;  I  was  favoured  to  be  ferviceable  in 
the  meeting  of  bufinefs.  I  took  Birming- 
ham and  Kennet  meetings,  in  my  way  to 
the  quarterly-meeting  at  London-Grove; 
thefe  were  very  large,  and  I  had  deep  fearch- 
ing  fervice  at  t^iem ;  but,  alas !  the  life  and 
power  of  religion  is  mournfully  departed 
from  by  great  numbers  in  that  highly  fa- 
voured lafid:  On  feventh-day:,'  the  i6tH 
of  the  iith  month,  I  went  to  the  quarter- 
ly-nqeeting  of  minifters  and  elders  at  Lon- 
don-Grove; it  was  a  very  painful  ^iftreffing 
time ;  great  barrennefs,  and  carnality  appear- 
ed to  have  prevailed  in  too  inany  in  thofe 
ftations,  which  was  caufe  of  fore  lamenta- 
tion: my  public  fervic?  am^ongft  them 
was  in  much  clofe  plain-dealing,  fhewing, 
"  that  to  be  carnaUy-minded  is  death;  and 
"  that  the  natural  man  underftandeth  not 
"  the  things  of  the  fpirit  of  God."  Here 
my  intended  companion,  Thomas  Rofs,  met 
me.  On  firft-day  the  meeting  was  very^ 
large;  I  had  a  clofe  iearching  time,  parti- 
cularly 
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tiilarly  to  foirie  who  flood  in  the  forfifnoft 
rank;  my  fpirit  was  iftuch  diftreffed  in 
viewing  the  great  defolation  made  by  the 
prevalence  of  many  evils.  On  fecorid-day 
I  had  large  thorough  fervice*to  the  various 
ftates  of  the  members^,  and  alfoin  the  meet- 
ing of  bufinefs,  which  appeared  to  be  well 
Conducted ;  fome  fldlful  members  being 
principally  engaged  therein.  On  third-day 
the  meeting  was  very  large,  and  through 
divine  favour,  I  was  raifed  in  much  ftrength 
and  clearnefs  to  divide  the  word  amongft 
them;  fhewing,  *'  That  the  children  of 
*'  Ifrael  feared  the  Lord  all  the  days  of 
"  Jofhua,  and  of  the  elders  that  out- lived 
*'  Jofhua,  who  had  feen  the  wonders  of  the 
*'  Lord,"  I  was  opened  largely  upon  the 
degeneracy  of  our  fociety,  and  with  great 
weight  and  dread,  I  had  to  fignify,  that 
the  judgments  of  the  Lord  would  be  poured 
out  upon  them,  and  that  what  they  had  yet 
-  feen,  was  but  like  the  beginning  of  fbrrows, 
that  the  flroke  would  fall  upon  their  idols, 
their  worldly  enjoyments.  It  came  before 
me  many  times,  that  the  fruits  of  the  earth 
would  be  fmitten,  whereby  there  would  be 
a  fore  famine  in  the  land,  and  that  judg- 
ments, much  heavier  than  they  had  yet 
known,  would  fall  upon  them;  it  feemed 
to  me  various  ways,  of  which  the  fword 
woilld  be  one.  It  was  an  exceeding  awful 
deep-fearching  time  as  ever  I  knew;  I  hope 
not  eafily  to  be  forgotten.     Next  day  J  went 

to 
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to  SadjCbury  monthly-meeting,  where  I  had 
fatisfaiftory  fervice,  both  in  the  miniftry  and 
difcipliqe.  On  fixth-day  we  had  a  meeting 
at  Lancafter;  divers  not  under  our  name 
came  to  it;  my  concern  therein  was  to  en* 
deavour  to  open  to  the  underftanding  of  the 
people,  what  true  religion  is:  we  had  a 
pretty  fatisfadlory  meeting  at  Ifaac  White- 
lock's  in  the  evening.  On  feventh-day,  we 
crofTed  Sufquehanna,  at  Wright's- Ferry, 
and  next  day  went  to  Newbury  meet- 
ing; fecond-day  to  Warrington;  third- 
day  to  Huntington ;  fourth-day  to  Monallen; 
at  all  which  plaCes,  I  had  clofe  thorough 
lervice;-  found  things,  as  to  the  life  of 
religion,  very  low  amongft  friends ;  yet  a 
remnant  was  preferved  fepfible  from  whence 
good  comes.  We  went  from  ;thence  into 
Maryland,  and  had  fmall  meetings  at  Pipe- 
Creek,  and  Bufli-Creek ;  friends  were  few  in 
number,  and  feemed  low  in  religious  expe- 
rience. From  thence,  fording  over  the  great 
river  Patowmack,  we  entered  the  province  of 
Virginia,  and  on  third-day,  the  3d  of  the  1 2th 
month,  we  had  a  very  large  nieeting  at  Fair- 
fax: truth  opened  dodlrine  and  counfel 
largely,  fliewing,  that  two  things  are  eflen- 
tial  to  the  very  being  of  a  true  Chriftian, 
viz.  The  faving  experimental  knowledge  of 
God,  and  the  knowledge  of  ourfelves ;  the 
laft  being  the  natural  confeq\ience  of  the 
firft:  it  was  a  highly  favoured  time,  and  the 
living  were  fweetly  comforted.     Next  day 

I  had 
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t  had  a  large  meeting  at  Gbofe-Creek ;  i^t 
was  an  exceeding  dark  aifli<5ling  time :  my 
Jnind  was  deeply  imprefled  l^ith  a  ferlfe  of 
a  corrupt,  blaftirig  miniftry  being  amdngft 
theim;  'and  the  people  having  itching  ears, 
loved  to  have  it  fo ;  tl»is  was  fo  ftrong  upon 
my  niind,  that  I  feared  for  fome  time  I  fhould 
have  beeii  uiider  a  neceffity  O'f  declaring  it 
publicly  in  the  ineeting  j  I "  was  an  intire 
ftranger,  and  did  not  know  by  any  out- 
ward information  j  that  they  had  any  who 
appeared  in  publie:.  After  meeting,  I' took 
fome  of  the  elderly  friends  afide,  and  told 
them  how  it  had  been  with  me,  as  above, 
for  I  was  filent  the  whole  meeting;  1  was 
informed  afterwards,  that  there  was  a  for- 
ward unruly  mail,  who  had  given  fenfiblel 
friends  mucli  trouble  in  feyeral  places,  and 
had  been  much  laboured  with  by  way  of  ad- 
vice, to  refrain  from,  his  public  appearance ; 
that  he  had  for  fome  time  fettled  within  the 
compafs  of  that  remote  meeting,  and  was 
encoviraged  by  riiariy  of  the  members,  to 
the  great  uneafinefs  of  fome  others.  That 
afternoon  I  put  What  was  upon  my  mind 
in  relation  thereto,  With "  a  few  remarks 
thereon,  in  writing,  and  fent  it  to  fome 
friends  of  that  meeting,  but  iiever  heard 
what  effedt  it  had.  In  our  way  to  Opeckan, 
we  had  a  fmall  meeting  at  a  place  called  the 
Gap,  where  gofpel  do(ftrine,  Ihewing  the 
way  and  means  of  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift, 
was  freely  and  largely  preached.  On  firft- 
B  b  b  day, 
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day,  the  8th  of  the  12th' month,  we  wen^tf' 

to  Hopewell  meeting;  it  was  an  exceeding 

dark,  affliding  time ;  great  ihfenfibility  and 

lukewarmnefs.  appeared  in  alnioft:  a  general 

way;    I  was  led  in  as  ciofe,  plain-dealing, 

and  fearching  a  manner,  as  ever  I  remem- 

txer.     The  third-day    following  we  had   a 

large  meeting  at  Crooked- Run,  both  friends 

and  many  others  attended.-   My  mind  was 

exceedingly  low'the  morning  of  that  day,  be- 

ihg  lately  let  out  on  a  gre^t  journey,  and  my 

lioirfe  was  fallen  very  lame,  and  it  feemed  un^ 

likely  that  I  could  be  fupplied  with  a.fuitable 

one  in  thofe  back  parts :  what  to  do  I  could 

mot  tell ;  the  more  I  thought  about  my  dif-' 

tfefled  condition, .  the  more  I  funk  and  was 

perplexed.       In  this  difconfolate    ftate,    I 

went  to  the  meeting :  to  fee  fuch  a  numhir 

of  other  focieties,  and  fome  of  them  of  high 

rank  by  tlieir  appearance,  ftill  added  to  my 

diftrels  in  this  wea;k"ftate,    greatly  fearing 

the    bleffed    truth  Ihould  be    dilhonoured 

through  me;  yet  as  I  endeavoured  to  look 

fingly  to  the  Lord,  he  was  gracioufly  pleafed 

to  be  a  prefent  help  in  the  needful  time, 

and  appeared  to  my  foul,  as  it  were  in  an 

inftant,  as  a  clear  morning  withoijt  clouds, 

An  heavenly  time  r  had,  upon  thefe  words. 

*'  Truft  in  the  Lord,  and  leaii  not  to  thine 

**  o^n    underftanding ;"    fhewing   clearly, 

that  the  foul's  falvatioH  was  of  God  and 

liiot  by    humaii  ability:     the  oil  of,  glad- 

*iefs  tatX  fweetly.       Next    day,     my   horfe 

"being 
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being  tinexpe6:edly  recovered  of  his  lame- 
uefs,  we  {st  bijt  Oil  our  long  journey  to- 
wards Gairolina,  and  he  continued  well  all 
the  time.  I  write  this  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  fome  poor  travellers  into  whofe 
Jiands  this  may  fall.  After  three  days  tra- 
velling, we  had  two  poor  fmall  meetings, 
where  the  life  of  religion  feemed  to  be  al- 
moft,  if  not*wholly  loll,  viz.  Camp-Creek 
and  Fork-Greek;  we  had  but  little  fatis- 
fadlion  in  our  gofpel  labours,  and  endea- 
vours to  revive  true  religion  in  thefe  poof- 
places.  From  Ft>rk-Creek,  to  the  firfl; 
meeting  we  had  in  the  back  fettlements  of 
North-Cafolina,  was  about  235  miles.  In 
our  way  thither,  we  had.  four  fmall'' poor 
meetings,  viz.  Jenito,  Amelia,  and  Ban- 
nifter,  and  a  meeting  at  Kirby's,  on  the 
banks  of  Dan-River:  to  fbme  of  them, 
mkny  of  other  focieties  came,  and  gofpel 
dodlrine  was  opened  largely  for  their  help 
and  information;  in  which  labour  there 
was  good  iatisfaftion;  but  alas!  few  under 
our  name  in  thofe  parts,  let  the  true  light 
fhine  before  men^  but  were  moft  of  them 
as  ftumbling  blgcks  in  the  ^ay  of  ferioxis 
inquirers;  we  were  enabled  to  clear  oiir 
minds  to  them,  and  proceeded  on  our  joxir-? 
ney.  On  the  29th  of  the  12th  month,  we 
went  to  New-Garden  meeting,  in  North- 
Carolinai  which  yvas  very  lai'ge,  and  moftly 
of  profeflbrs  with  us:  a  thickT^ark  clotid 
aver-fliadowed  the  fore-part  of  that  meet- 
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jng,  and  it  was  a  painfuj,  diftreiTing  time; 
moft  of  thetr^  feenaed  as  afleep,  (i  Thef.  v. 
6,  J.)  m  tke  iiigiit^  yet  at  length,  through 
njerciful  kindn^s,  triith- prevailed  in  a  good 
degree,  and  a  clofe  awakening  time  it  was, 
and  niany  feemed  to  be  reached  and  tendered 
by  the  virtue  of  truth,  and  I  found  great  eafe 
and  liberty  of  fpirit  after  rneeting;;-.  On 
iecond-day"  vye  had  a  large  meeting  at  Deepr 
River,  mbftly  of  profeffprs  withiis,  bu)t  they 
appeared  fo  eenerjilly  void  of  a  ipiritual  con* 
cern,  that  there  appeared  to  me  no  room 
for  truth  to  arife  into  dominion.  I  found 
it  my  place  to  fit  the  whole  time  in  filence, 
whicl^,  I  believe,  was  np  fmall  difappoint- 
ment.  On  fourth-day,  there  being  a  marr 
i-iage,  we  went  tp  New-Garden '  again j; 
wifdom  and  utterance  were  givei^  to.fpefi^ 
largely  and  with  good  deflipnftratipn,  in  a 
very  fearching  manner  tp  their  dates.  On 
fifth-d^y  we  h^d  a  meeting  at  Centre;  it 
was  extremely  colcj,  and,  as  fome  obferv- 
ed,  the  like  had,  not  be?n  known  tliere  in 
the  memory  pf  man;  and  being  quiite  an 
open  meeting-houfe,  and  very  little  of  any 
thing  tq  be  felt  amongft  them  p£  religi- 
ous AvarmtH,  Jt  was  really  a  diftreifllng  time 
inwardly  and,  outwardly ;  yet,  through  di- 
vine favour,  I  was  preleryed  in  a  good  de- 
gree of  refignation.  Next  day  we  had.  a 
iinall  ineeting.  at  Rocky-liiver.  I  could 
find  very  little  of  the  wreftling  feed  there- 
in;   we  fat  the  whole  meeting  filent,  yet  ^ 

'      ;■  "  >      fricncj. 
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friend  had  fomething  to  offer  very  fuitable 
to  their  ftates.     On  feventh-day  we  went 
to   their  monthly-meeting  at   Cane-Creek; 
this  was  large,    but  moft  of  the  niembers 
feemed  void   of  a  folid  fenfe  and   folem- 
nity ;  a  fpirit  of  felf-righteoufnefs  and  con- 
tention  was  painfully  felt;    the  leaven  of 
the  Pharifee  feepied  to  prevail,  and  the  few 
living  fenfible  members  were  borne  down 
and  difcouraged:    moft  of  the  meeting  of 
worfliip  was  held  in  filence ;    yet  towards 
the    conclufion,    fome.  verv  clofe   remarks 
were  delivered  to  their  ftates,  and  very  plain 
dealing  in  the  meeting  of  bufinefs.    It  feems 
to  me,  that  when  affairs  of  ipiportance  come 
before  fuch  a  meeting,  they  are  very  likely 
to ,  be  perplexed  and  made  worfe,  by  ill  ma^^ 
i^agement,    which  I  have  reafon  to  believe 
has  been  much  the  cafe  in  that  meeting,     I 
am  perfuaded   many  of   thofe   under  our 
name  have  removed  out   of    Pennfylvania 
and  other  places  to   thofe   parts,    in  their 
own  wills,   having  taken  coiinfel  of  their 
own  depraved  hearts^   and  when  they  have 
got  thither,  have  fet  up  for  fomething  in 
the  church;    but  ^t  feemed  to  me  ngspft,^ 
them  were  very  unfit  for  the  fpiritual  build*^ 
ing,    not  having  been  hewn  in  the  mount. 
We  went  to  their  meeting  on  firft-day,  bi;it 
there  was  much  darknefs  and  death  over 
them ;    I  found  it  my  duty  to  fit  the  whole 
meeting  in  filence.  On  fecond-day  we  went 
fp  the  3pring-meeting;    I  was  led  therein 

largely 
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largely  to  fpeafc  upoft  the  fubjedl  of  wate'r- 
baptifm,  which  I  Wondered  much  at,  as 
not  knowing  of  any  being  there  who  did 
aio^t  profefs  with  us ;  for  as  people  in  getfti 
ral  in  thofe  parts,  clothe  iri  a  mean  way, 
the  difference  is  iiot  great  in  their  drefs 
^nd  appearance,  After  meeting,  I  under- 
llood  that  the  Baptifts  gained  ground  much 
that  way,  a^nd  even  had  prevailed  on  foiii^ 
of  our  fociety  to  join  with  them,  and 
that  their  teacher  wis  there;  and  alfti  a 
woman  brought  up  amongft  us,  who  thdijght 
it  was  her  duty  to  be  baptized,  but  he& 
iiufband  oppofed'  it;  and  that  the  Baptift 
preacher  took  her  and  her  hufband  into  the 
meeting- houfe,  when  the  people  wfere  gonfe, 
to  undo  (as  it  Was  fuppofed)  that  d^;^'s, 
work,  or  to  ^prevent  its  having  effect  upoft 
the  woman:  it  was  a  tiirie  of  great  favour, 
and  the  one  faving  baptifm  was  exalted 
above  all  types,  figfts  and  IhadoWs.  Next  day 
we -had  a  fmall,  poor  meeting  at  the  Haw^ 
field's;  and  on  fourth-day  we  had  a  meet- 
ing at  Eno,  which  Was  the  laft  we  had  in 
the  upper  fettlement:  this  was  a  labori- 
ous^feeeting,  by  clofe,  plain-dealing  Mrith 
wrong*^  fpirits,  for  whfch,  we  underftood 
afterwards,  there  was  a  caufe.  On  the  9th 
of  the  1  ft  month,,  1766,  we  ftt  out,  hav- 
ing two  guides,  for  the  lower  fettlements 
of  North  Carolina,  being  about  200  miles, 
and  had  but  two  frnall  meetings  in  thfe  way, 
viz.  Richfquare,  and  at  one  Stephen's;   at 

the 
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.the  firft,  many  of  other  focieties  came  in ; 
the  gofpel  was  freely  declared  with  good  au- 
thority and  clearnefs,  to  the  reaching  of  di- 
vers prefent :  at  the  other  place  there  feen^ed 
to  be  very  little,  either  form  or  fubftance ;  we 
were  quite  fhut  up  as  to  miniftry.     We  got 
to  our  friend  Thomas  ^ewby's,  4t  Piney- 
woods,    on    third-day,    the    14th,    being 
pretty  much  fatigued,  we  refted  a  few  days 
there.     On    f^venth-day    we    went  to  the 
furieraJ  of  a  woman  friend,  and  Jaad  a  meet- 
ing ;  aftera  time  of  deep  wading,  the  word 
was  given,  in  counfel  and  fearching  doc- 
trine,  to  their  ftates,    who   feemed  moftly 
to  be  fettled  in  a  mere  form  and  profeffion: 
lafter  meeting  we  went  to  ovir  friend  Thomas 
Nicholfon's.      The   firft-day  following   we 
'were  at  Little- River  meeting,    which   was 
large,  but  very  low  and  dark  in  the  fore- 
part;  the  profeflprs  we  felt  were  much  at 
eafe  and  in  a  ftate  of  indifFerency ;  yet  at 
length,    in  great  mercy,    the  blefled  power 
pf  truth  arofe,    and  afforded  counfel   and 
dodlrine    fuited    to  their   liate.      It  was  a 
fearching  time,  I  hope  not  eafily  to  be  for- 
gotten.   On  third-day  had  a  large  meeting  at 
Simon's-Greek ;  through  divine  favour  gof- 
pel  truths  were  opened  there,  with  clearnefs 
and  good  demonfti'ation,  to  the  aiFqfting  of 
many  hearts.     Next  day  had  a  meeting  at 
Newbegun,    which  was    pretty   large   and 
open.     On  fifth-day  we  had  a  very   large 
meeting   at   Oldneck,    near  the    centre   of 

friends 
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friends  in  this  fettlement,  and  othefs  came 
together  in  abundance.  I  was  fhut  up  the 
whole  tirtie  in  filence,  which  I  apprehended 
they  had  not  been  mudh  ufed  td.  Next 
day  we  had  a  large  meeting  at  Wells,  iii 
•which  I  had  a  clofe  fearching  time ;  but, 
alas !  it  feemed  to  me  that  the  profeffors  6i 
truth  here-abbutj  are  many  of  theni  far  gonfe 
from  a  lively  fenfe  of  true  religitm,  and  are 
become  harder  td  reach  than  people  of  other 
focieties.  On  firft-day,  the  2^h  of  the 
I  ft  month,  we  had  a  very  large  meeting  at 
Ringwood's,  it  being  the  laft  we  were  to 
have  ill  Carolina;  fome  friends  came  to  it, 
I  believe,  from  all  the  other  meetings,  with 
many  of  other  focieties:  at  firft  it  was  a 
time  of  painful  travail,  but  at '  length  the 
great  Mafter  was  pleafed  to  give  wifdofii 
and  ftrength,  in  gofpel  authority  to  open 
the  ft  ate  of  the  fdciety  in  thofe  parts,  arid 
to  divide  to  them  feverally;  alfo  to  fhevfr, 
that  in  every  difpenfation  of  God  to  man» 
he  was  pleafed  to  give  to  thofe  who  ar* 
iSncerely  attentive,  clear  evidence  of  his 
will,  and  approbation  of  their  obedience ; 
it  was  a  highly  favoured  time,  which,  1 
liope,  will  not  ibori  be  forgotten.  Next  day 
w^e  travelled  into  Virginia,  and  on  third- 
day  had  a  meeting  at  Somerton's ;  the  doc- 
trine of  truth  was  largely  opened,  and  fome 
very  clofe  remarks  on  the  flate  of  ouji*io- 
ciety;  many  bthers  alfo  being  prefent:  the 
teftimony  iiad  a  confiderable  reach.    Next 

day 
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clay  we  had  a  large  meeting  at  tKe  Weflern 
Branch  of  Nancemund:  thofe;  tinder  our 
profellion  appeared  too  generally  unac- 
quainted with  the  work  of  religion  ,upon 
their  hearts;  many  weighty  truths  were 
clofely  delivered j  but  did  not  feera  to  take 
j(b  much  effetfl  upon  the  minds  oif  many-^  as 
could  have  been  defirdd; 
;  On  fifth-day  we  had  a  large  theeting  at 
Black- Water;  the  greateft  number  of  Ne- 
groes were  at  it  that  I  ever  faw  at  a  meet- 
ing not  appointed  on.  pvft-pofe  for  tliem : 
this  was  a  highly  fa<ro"ured  time;  the  ever- 
lafting  gofpel  was  preached  with  clearnefs 
and  good  demonftration,  Ihewing,  that  the 
inward  and;  fpiritual  knowledge  of  Gdd, 
is  the  fubftance  of  true  religion ;  and  that^ 
according  to  the  prophet,  this  knowledge 
was  to  cover  the  earth  as  the  waters  cover 
the  fea,  I  had  great  fatisfa(3:ion  and  comfort 
in  the  labour  of  that  day.  "We  went  from 
hence  to  the  quarterly-meeting  at  Black- 
Creek;  the  number  here  was  large,  but,, 
alas !  great  deadaefs,  infenfibility,  and  dark- 
nefs  were  felt  to  prevail  amongft  them; 
clofe  labour,  in  great  plainnefs,  was  ufed, 
fhewing  the  caufe  thereof:  amongft  other 
things,  that  which  appeared  none  of  the  leaft 
was  their  keeping  the  negroes  in  perpetual 
flavery.  I  was  often  concerned  to  ufe  plain- 
nefs in  families  where  I  went,  in  refpedl  to 
this  ■  matter,  and  am  fatisfied  truth  will 
jfiever  profper  apaongft  them,  nor  any  others. 
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who  are  in  the  pradlice  of  keeping  tM^ 
race  of  man|i:ind  in  bondage.  It  is  too 
manifefb  to  be  denied,,  that  the  life  of  reli- 
gion, is  aimoft  loft  where  flayes  are  very 
nameFous  j  and  it  is  impoffible  it  Ihould  be 
cthtrwife,  the  pradlice  being  as  contrary  to 
the  fpirit.  of  Chriftianity  as  light  is  to 
darknefs.  Through  divine  favour,  the  tefti- 
inony  of  truth  prevails  againft  it  in  moft 
of  the  rAaierican  colonies,  efpecially  ift 
Pennfylvania  and  the  Jerfeys.  We  took 
meetings  from  this  place  at  Burleigh,  Pe- 
terfburg,  at  Curl's,  ovtr  James's.  River, 
Wain-Oak,  John  Crew's,  .Black-Creeky  and 
the  Sw^mp ;  moft  of  which  were  very  la- 
borious, in  a  forrt)wful  fenfe  that  the  life . 
of  religion  was  too  generally  departed  from; 
yet  in  all  of  them,  except  Wain-Oak,  a 
degree  of  J^vifdom  and  utterance  was.  given, 
to  labour  in  the  love  of  the  gofpel  for 
their  help  arid  recovery ;  which  I  hope  wag 
not  altogether  in  vain.  The  next  meet- 
ings we  went  to  were  Cedar-Greek,  and 
Caroline,  being  the  laft  we  had  in  Virginia^ 
they  wete  large;  not  only  thofe  under  our 
profeffion  attended,  but  alfo  many  others^ 
as  was  often  the  cafe  in  thefeparts.  I  think 
it  may  be  truly  faid,  thefe  were  memorable 
meetings :  the  gofpel  was  preached  in  the 
demonftration  of  the  ipirit  and  with  power, 
which  appeared  to  reach  and  tender  many 
if  not  moft  prefent,  and  my  mijid  was  com- 
fortably relieved  from  that  painful  weight 

of 
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of  death  and  darknefs  which  moftly  attend- 
ed it  in  thefe  greatly  corrupted  colonies. 
On  fifth-day,  the  13th  of  the  2d  month, 
we  fet  out  for  Maryland,  croffing  Rajjpaha- 
nock-River  at  Port-Royal,  and  Patpwinacki, 
about  three  miles  over,  at  How's-Ferry. 
We  got  to  Weft- River  meeting  on  fi.rft- 
day,  the  1 6th  of  the  2d  month.  We  found 
very  little  if  any  thing  in  that  meeting, 
of  that  fimplicity  and  felf-denial  fo  coo- 
fpicuous  in  our  ancients ;  but  a  conformity 
to  the  faihions  and  corrupt  cuftoms  of  a 
vain  world.  The  go  (pel  power  aroie,  giv- 
ing ability  to  fet  forth  the  nature  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  and  how  far  the  profeflbrs  had  de- 
viated therefrom  in  life  and  pradlice.  The 
judgment  of  truth  was  fet  over  li-bercines 
and  unfaithful  profeflbrs  thereof.  The  next 
meetings  we  h^d,  were  at  Indian-Sjpring,,' 
Sandy^Spring,  Elkridge,  Patapfco,  Gaw- 
Powder,  Little-Falls,  Bulh-River,  and 
Deer-Creek;  we  were  alfo  at  Peer-Creek 
monthly-meeting  next  day;  in  all  whicHii 
meetings,  ability  was  ujer,cifully  giv»ew,  to 
divide  the  word  fuitably  to  ^s  variopf^ 
ilates,  which  feemed,  in  ,a  fgenei;al  way, 
much  out  of  the  order,  and  from  u^er 
fhe  igoveunment  of  truth;  yet  the  -labour 
tended  to  folid  fatasfacElion  aad  ipeaee;  I 
hope  it  may  be  j-e^membeced  by  fome  to  ad" 
vantage. 

Thus  .having  vifited  the  weftern Jhore  of 
Maryland,  we  ^roffed  jJbe  ;great  river  Suf- 

quehanna 


5^2        The    JOURNAL    of 

quehanna,  and  went  to  the  houfe  of  our  frierwj 
John  Ghurchman,  near  Eaft  Nottingham, 
,On  firft-iday,  the"2d  of  the  ^d  month,  wq 
went  to  that  meeting,  which  was  very  large, 
the  profefTors  of  truth  being  numerous  here- 
about; to  this  greaf  affembly,  the  gofpel 
of  life  and  falyation  wjas  powerfully  preach-r 
pd,  fhewing  the  force  of  truth,  how  it 
gaiiled  the  general  alfent  of  people,  yet  few 
were  concerned  to  know'  the  fame  in  ex-- 
perience  or  praifliGe.  It  was  a  highly  fa- 
voured time,  and  the  meeting  feemed  to 
be  generally  afFeidled.  JFfom  Nottingham 
we  went  to  the  followipg  meetings,  viz. 
Nevy^-Garden,  Hockeflbn,  Center,  and  Ken-^ 
jaet,  which-  were  moftly  large,  abundance 
flocking  to  them  froin  adjacent  meetings, 
The  travail  of  fpirit  in  theie  meetings,  was 
very  deep  and  painful ;  much  diftreffing  flat^ 
nefs  and  infenfibility  were  felt ;  yet,  through 
merciful  help;  truth  ,prevailed  and  largely 
opened  dQdlirine  and  counfel  fiiitable  to 
their  fta'tes ;  fhewing,  there  is  not  the  leaft 
grounds'  to  hope  for  happinefs  in  a  future, • 
itat^  unlefs  true  religion  becomes  the  prin- 
cipal concern  of  the  mind ;  and  abundance 
more,  in  the  free  extendings  of  gofpel  life 
antl  power,  to  the  reaching  of  many  hearts : 
everlaflingly  adored,  reverenced,  and  wor- 
fhipped,  be,  infinite  condefcending  love. 
Amen!  , 

F^^om  Kennetfl  went  hpme  with  my 
fifler  Speakm^n  to  Concord,  and  ftaid 
"■  there 
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there  one  night,    and  next  day  to  Gofhen 
mojithly-meeting,    which  was  very   large; 
there  was  a  great  body  of"  friends^  generally 
under  a  plain  appearance ;  but,  alas!  it  pro- 
ved a  painful,  gloomy  time  of  filent  ^ravail 
to  me,    the   whole  time  of  worfhip;    and 
through  the  meeting  of  bufinefs,  though  in 
a  good  degree  regularly  and  decently  con- 
duced, the  cloud  ftill  remained ;  this  I  am 
perfuaded  was  occafioned  by  the  lukewarm 
carelefs  ftate  of  many  members;    there  is 
great  want  of  that  living  concern  and  holy 
ardour  of   foul,    which  the  Lord  is  often 
ple^fed  to  own  in  oiir  religious   meetings. 
The  members  engaging  in  his  work,  with- 
out his  prefence  to  animate  and  endow  with 
heavenly  wifdom,    cannot  fail  of  caufing 
thick  darknefs,  which  may  be  felt  by  thofe 
who  are  truly  alive  and  have  their  fpiritual 
fenfes  exerciled.     After  meeting,  my  valu- 
able companion,  -Thomas  Rofs  and  I  part- 
ed for  the  prefeht^^^  he  returning  home,  and 
I  ftaid  Gofhen  meeting,    on   firfl-day,  the 
9th  "of  the  3d  month.     It  was  very  large, 
and  in  the  fore-part  ^ow  and  cloudy;  yet 
at  length  I  was  favoured  with  a  degree  of 
faith,   which  enabled  me  to  (land  up,  and 
as  I  continued  in  patience,  I  found  an  in- 
creafe,    with    conliderable    enlargement    to 
fpeak  clofely  to  their  feveral  ftates,    from 
thefe  words,  "  Trufl  in  the  Lord  with  all 
■ '  thy  heart,  and  lean  not  to  thine  own  un-' 
**  derflanding."    But,  alas!  very  many  of 

them 
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them  fcemed  to  be  far  gone  into  the  fpdrlt 
of  the  world,  and  at  eale  in  a  profeffion; 
ib  that  inftead  of  Golhen  being  ,a  land  of 
light,  darknefs  hath  prevailed  in  a  forrowi^ 
ful  degree,  and  many  are  not  fenfible  of  it 
to  lament  it.  I  went  from  thence  to  Phi- 
ladelphia,i  taking  Derby  meeting  in  my  way ; 
got  thither  on  fixth~day,  the  14th  of  the 
3d  month,  having  been  on  this  journey 
'  about  four  months.  1  was  received  with 
afFedlionate  kindnefs  ,  by  my  friends  in  that 
city,  and  attended  three  meetings  on  the 
firft-day  following;  at  two  , of  which  I 
was  filent,  as  was  often  my  lot  there, 
I  believe  to  difappoint  and  famifh  the  un- 
fandlified  defires  and  cravihgs  of  many  after 
words.  I  attended  theii;  wefik-day  meet- 
ings, and  had  confidexable  Jlervice  therein. 
On  feventh-day  began  their  general  Spring- 
meeting,  which  ended  on  third-day  follow- 
ing ;  fome  of  thofe  large  meetings  were  held 
moftly  in,  filence.  I  had  th-en,  as  has  often 
been  the  cafe,  a  deep  travail  upon  my  fpirit, 
that  the  people  might  be  led  by  the  exam- 
ple of  minifters  and  dd^rs,  to  find  the 
comfort  and.  advantage  of  true  filent  wor- 
fliip,  every  one  coming  to  ifit  under  their 
own  vine  and  under  their  oWn  fig-tree, 
iwhere  none  ■■  could  make  therh  afraid.  I 
had,  notwithftanding,  at  fome  of  them, 
good,  open,  public  fervice.  I  (laid  in 
the    city  till   their   monthly-meetiag;.  was 

.'■'■    ■  ■^  ever- 
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over  on  fixth-day,  where  I. had  fome  clofe 
fervice,  and  then  went^tp  the  yearly-meet- 
ing at  Wilmington,  arid  was  at  four  meetr 
ings  in  two  day^.  At  three  of  thena,  the 
truths  of  the  gofpel  were  largely  and  with 
clearn^fs  declared,  to  much  fatisfacJlion  and 
opmfort,  I  returned  towards  the  city,  at'- 
tending  Derby  monthly -meeting  in  my 
way,  where  things  appeared  -liioutxifully 
low ;  fotrte  of.  the  active  members  feeming 
very  unfkilful  in  the  management  @f  the 
difcipline:  earne:ft  labour  was  bellowed, 
but  I  thought  it  had  very  little  effe^.  On 
fixth-day  I;  weiit  to  the  children's  meeting 
in  the  city ;  I  flippofe  there  were  ^out  200 
in  all,  of  both  fexes.  Om  firft-day,  the 
6th  of  the  4th  month,  in  icowipany  with 
ffeveraj  friends,  I  qfoffed  Delaware,  atGlou- 
cefter-Point :  the  wind  blowing  very  hard, 
it  appeared  dangerous ;  yet  the  boatmen  be-* 
ing  very  careful,  :  through  mercy  we  got 
well,  ovejr,  and  went  to  Woodbury  meet- 
ing, which  wa&*"  very  large,  and  the  gofpel 
power  livingly  arofe,  wherein  piany  weighty 
truths  were  delivered,  fliewing&the  great 
ufe  of  that  propenfity  ia  mart  of  fecking 
after  happinefs,  if  rightly  diredled;  alfoj 
wherein  true  happinefs  confifts,  and  how 
to  attain  the  fame.  It  was. a  good  time^ 
through  the  gracious  extendings  of  merci* 
ful  regard.  I  went  home  with !  my  near 
frieOid  Ifaac  Andrews,  who  bore  me  cotii-^ 
pany  this  jovfrney,  three  or.fcmr  wefeks  in 

the 
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the  Jerfeys;  We  had  meetings  that  week  ait 
-UpfTMr  Greenwich,  Piles*-Gi:ove,  at  the  head 
of  AUoway's-Creek,  Salem,  and  Alloway's- 
Creekj  thefe  meetings  were  moftly  large; 
great  lukewarmnefs  and  infenfibility  weiie 
painfully  felt^  many  feeming  to  reft  ifi 
only  profeffing  the  religion  of  their  eduJI- 
tipn ;  for  thefe  I  had  a  deep  concern  and 
travail  of  mind,  that  they  might  come  to 
know  Chrift  formed  in  them.  The  Lord 
was  gracioufly  pleafed,  in  great  kindnefs 
and  condefcenfion,  to  furnifli  with  matter 
and  utterance  in  an  awakening;  manner,  in 
order  to  make  them  fenfible  of  the  nature 
and  importance  of  true  religion  and  wor- 
ship: may  it  not  be  in  vain!  On  firft-day, 
the  13th  of  the  4th  mouthy  we,  went  to 
•Greenwich  meeting;  the  glorious  gofpel- 
,power  eminently  manifefted  itfelf  that  day, 
by  clearly  opening  divers  weighty  points 
jof  dodlrine,  fui table  to  the  various  ftates  of 
•that  large  auditory;  among  Other  things, 
ihewing  that  the  true  and  faving  know- 
ledge of  God,  whereby '  we  obtain  the  right 
knowledge  of  ourfelves,  is  efTential  to  the 
very  beiiig  of  a  real  Chriftian;  and  by  what 
means  that  knowledge  is  obtained.  It  was 
a  highly  favoured  time,  for '  the  Lord's 
heavenly  power  was  over  all,  and  the-peo* 
pie  appeared  to  be  generally  afFedled.  Next 
day  we  had  a  large  meeting  among  thb 
Prefbyterians,  at  a  place  caUed  New-Eng- 
Jand  Town;   their  minijler  having  conde- 

fcended 
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fcerided  to  give  notice  the  day  before  from 
the  pulpit,  of  a  meeting  for  US ;  he  attend- 
ed it  himfelf,  with,  I  fuppofe,  Hioft  o| 
his  hearers,  who  behaved  foHd  and  refpe^:- 
ful.  The  univerfal  love  of  Go4,  through 
Chrift,  to  mankind,  was  Ufgely  fet  forth, 
arid  people  directed  from  outward  obftr-^ 
vitions,  to  the  fubftauqe,  whereby  vidlory 
might  be  obtained  over  fin:  it  was  a  fa- 
voured time,  and  the  Jieopld  feemed  geiie- 
rally  well  aff^idled  and  yery  loving,  though 
divers  things  were  delivered  which  ar^ 
Ufually  controverted  between  us  and  thofe 
people;  there  was  ^  vifible  oppofition^ 
but  all  paffed  off  quiet  and  peaceable.  On 
fourth-day  we  travelled  a  day's  journejii 
through  the  Pine-barren  wildernefs,  to 
Cape-May;  We  had  one  meeting  there^ 
arid  two  at  Great  Egg-Harbour.  We  found 
the  number  of  profefTors  fma^ll,;  and  things, 
as  to  the  life  of  religion,  loW;  yet  wep 
were  enabled  to  adminifter  fuitably  to  theiu 
ftates  for  their  help  and  recovery,  and  had 
a  good  degree  of  fatisfadlion  and  peace 
therein.  On  &ird-day,  the  22d,  of  the 
4th  month,  we  had  a  large  meeting  at  Lit- 
tle ;Egg-Harbour ;  after  a  ti,me  of  trying 
poverty  and  deep  travail,  gpfpel  life  and 
power  mercifully  arofe,  in  which,  dodlrine 
and  counlel  flowed  forth  freely  to  divers 
ftates,  particularly  to  a  libertine  youth. 
Next  day  We  had  a  ipeejcing  in  a  new 
Prefbyterian  meeting-hpufe,,  ^ar  Barnagattj 
Ddd  ic 


388        Th*^  JO  URN  At    cJf 

it  was  a  large  meeting,  and  held  more  than 
an  hour  in  filence,  which  the -people  were 
not  acciiftomed  to^  At  length  the  word 
was  given  with  authority  and  clearnefs, 
fhewing  the  neceflity  and  advantage  of 
filence  in  worihip,  and  dillinguifhing  Chrif- 
tians  of  the  letter  from  Chriftians  of  the 
fpirit,  as  alfo  mihifters  of  the  letter  from 
minifters  of  the  fpirit  j  and  that  thofe  who 
are  always  ready  to  preach,  mufl  either  have 
the  fpirit  at  command,  or  adl  -without  it. 
It  was  a  great  and  good  time;  the  people 
appeared  to  be  gerierally  affefted,:  and  all 
pafled  oflF  quietly,  withojit  any  oppofition. 
.  Wfe>  travelled  on  by  the  fea-fide,  to  a  place 
called  JGood-Luck,  where  we  found  a  large 
:<ttefta*ig>-houfe  eredled  though  not  quite 
flt^ifhed,  by  one  Thomas  Potter,  intended 
by  him,  it  feems,  for  all  preachers  to  make 
life  of .  who  would  preach  freely,  except 
Papifts,  who  would  not  be  admitted  even  on 
thofe  terms;  we  had  a  meeting  in  it,  but 
notice  not  coming  timely,  nor  Thomas 
Potter  being  at  home  himfelf,  it  was  fm%ll 
and  to  little  fatisfadlion.  \^e  met  him  that 
afternoon^on  his  return,  he  feemed  forry  he 
happened  to  be  out  at  that  time;  he  fees 
beyond  hireling  miniftry,  and  I  underftand, 
inclines  moll  to  friends  of  any,  but  joins 
to  none.  On  lixth-day  we  had  a  poor,  low 
meeting,  at  MoneXquan;  I  doubt,  but 
very  few  therein  were  alive  in  religion; 
fome  gofpel- labours  Were  beflowed  for  their 

help. 
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help.     We  went  after  meeting  to  Shrewf-r 
bury,    intending  to  be  at  their  quarterly- 
meeting,    wTiich  begun    on    firft-day,    the 
27th  of  the  4th  month.     It  was  exceed- 
ing large ;    fome  folid  friends  were  prefent, 
alfo  many  loofe,  libertine  people  under  our. . 
jiame,    and  of  other  focieties.     In  that  fad 
mixture,    the  life  of  religion  was  exceed*- 
ingly  dppreffed,  and  my  mind  in  fympathy 
with  it:    I  could  not  wade  through  to  get 
eafe  and  fatisfadlion  that  day,  though  I  la- 
boured very  hard.     Next  day  the  meeting 
was  very  large,  the  power  of  truth  in  mar-r 
vellous  kindneis  arofe,    and  the  gofpel  was 
preached  with  good  authority  and  clearnefs, 
to  the  various  ftat^s.of  that  great  auditorjl; 
The  meeting  of  bufinefs   followed ;    there 
feemed  but  little  judgment  to  maintain  good 
order  and  difcipline :  unity  appeared  not  £0 
general  as   could  have  been  defired.     On 
third-day  abundance  of  people  flocked  to 
meeting,   perhaps  with  much  expectation.; 
but  my  way  was  fhut  up  as  to  miniftry, 
and    but    very    little    from   any    other;    I 
found  peace  and  fatisfadlion  by  abiding  in 
my  place.     On  fifth-day  I  went  to  Chefter- 
field  monthly-meeting;    it  was  very  large, 
and  I  had  deep  and  painful  wading  therein, 
in  my  public  fervice,  ftiewing  what  man  is 
by  nature,  whatever  mode  or  form  of  ;relir 
gixjn  he  decks  and  adorns  hijnfelf  withalej 
for  that  which  is  born  of  the  fielh  is  bnt 
flefti,    s^nd  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God, 

Igot; 
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I  got  fchrou^  at  laft  to  a  pretty  good  de- 
gree of  fati'sifailioii,  but  foTind  much  clofe 
Mboup  in  the  meeting  of  bufiriefs,  and  faw' 
gpeat  deviation  from  the  right  thing,  in 
^me  high  ruling  members,  who  had  car- 
ried an  afFair  through  that  meeting  againft 
the  moft  lively .pAti  of  the  body,  which 
they  theiftfetves  had  fufEcient  caufe  to  re^ 
pent.;  Qn  fixth  and  feventh-days,  I  had 
meetings  at  Upper-Freehold,  and  New- 
Springfield,  and  on  firff*day,  the  4th  of 
the  ^th  month,  had  a  very  large  meeting  at 
Mansfield  in  the  m^oming,  and  anoth^  at 
<Borden<-Town  in  the  evening .  The  peopl  e 
.  ifeemed  full  of  espe<ftation  from  one  come 
ib  far;  but  it  pleafed  the  gr4^t  Mailer, 
without  i^irfeofe  gracious  aid  fjtie  '^or  ier- 
vant  can  do  nothing  to  advantage,  to  ihut 
me  wholly  up  as  to  miniftry,  in  both 
places,  to  the  great  difappointment  of  many ; 
put  there  was  no  remedy ;  I  durft  not  con- 
,trive  or  form  any  thing  for '  theni :  how- 
ever, I  have  iio  doubt,  but  filence  was  the 
moft  profitable  leflbn  '  for  thofe  meetings. 
I  went  next  d^:y''  to  "Burlington  monthly- 
■fiaeeting,  it  was  large  and  divinely  favour- 
edj  the  dodlrine  of  truth  flowed  fort;h 
freely,  fliewing  what  it  is'  to  be  a  fellow- 
citizen  with  the  feints  and  of'  the  hou{hdl4 
of  faith.  On  third-day  L  had  a  laborious 
meeting  at  Anco'cas,  yet  had  fbme  good, 
Openfervice  towards  the  latter- end^  which 
l^eimed  to  faften  on  divers  minds,  s; I  got  to 
.'■'''>■'■■  ..      .:       .    piiiladelpiiia 
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l^feUldelphi*  mext  day,  and  on  fifth-day, 
the  §th  of  the  5cli  month,*  went  to  the  m2«-^ 
riage  of  John  Pemberton,  and  Hannah^  the 
dt^ughter  of  my  worthy  friends  Ifaac  and 
3arahZane.  It  w^$  at  the  great  meeting- houfe, 
being  large,  and  there  appeared  top  much 
defire  and  expedlation  after  words,  which 
often  hurtjs;  oi^etings  and  blocks  np,  th^ 
way  of  miniflers,  which  feemed  the  cafe 
now  fqr  a  while,;  yet  at  length  fome,  I 
hope  pjoiitable  labour  was  -beftowed^  from 
the  words  of  pur  Lord,  "  Blefled  are. they 
*'  that  hunger  and  thirft  after  righteoufr- 
''  nefs."  On  firft-day,  the  iith  of  the 
5th  month,  I  attended  jthree  large  „  infet" 
ings  in  the  city,  in  all  which,  I  thoughls, 
4t  nay  duty  to  fet  an  example  of  filence. 
Near  the  cloft  of  the  eyejjing  meeting,  it 
was  a  fweet  refrefhing  time ;  the  thirfly  foul 
Jbad  to  drink  of  that  river  that  niaketh  glad 
the  whole  city  of  God;,  in  the  enjoyment 
jWhereof,  there  was  comfortable  folacing 
left  from  the  painful  labour  of  that  day, 
and  full  fatisfa<5lion,  with  thankfulnefs  that 
r  had  been  preferved  in  my  place.  1  ftaid 
their  week-day  meeting  on  third-day,  which 
was  large;  the  power  and  wjfdom  of  truth 
opened  deep  eounfel  and  dpdlrine,  pointing 
out  the  .differeijt  ftates  of  profeflfors  in  that 
city,  that  fbme  of  the  true,  wrefliing  feed 
dare  not  choofe  or  contrive  for  themlelves, 
which  way  to  be  fed ;  whether  immediately 
by  the  great  Shepherd's  own  hand,  or  inftru- 

menfally 
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mentally  by  his  fervants;  and  that  there 
were  -inany  otheps  anxioufly  choofing-to  be 
fed  with  teftimonies  and  outward  declarati- 
ons, which  (late  ought  to  be  famifhed;  alfo, 
that  the  time  would  come,  when  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  by  way  of  niiniftry,  would,  be 
vfery  precious,  and  he  would  comnrtand  the 
clouds  to  rain  no  rain  upon  fuch ;  that  it 
was  already  a  time  of  parching  drought, 
becaufe  of  idolatry ;  yet  the  Lord  would 
open  fprings  to  the  feed  of  Jacob,  in  the 
midft  of  the  vallies,  and  in  his  own  time 
bring  them  to  -  Rehoboth.  It  was  a  great 
and  good  time,  and  the  meeting  was  much 
afFedled.  1  fet  out  next  day  for  New- Eng- 
land, and  had  meetings  in  my  way  to  Long- 
Ifland,  at  Byberry,  Middletown,  and  Stony- 
brook,  where  my  old  companion  Thomas 
Rofs,  met  me :  my  fervice  was  very  clofe 
an(J fearching  at  thefe  meetings.  Alas!  how 
hath  an  indolent  fpirit  prevailed  on  the  pro- 
'feflbrs  of  truth ;  a  fmall  remnant  excepted, 
who  are  preferved  in  mofl:  places,  to  rejoice 
in-  the  deep  painful  labours,,  in  great  mercy 
•y-et  continued  to  the  churches.  We,  in 
company  with  feveral  other  friends  pro- 
ceeded on  our  journey,  in  order  to  attend 
Flulhing  yearly- meeting,  on  Long-Ifland 
for  the  government  of  New- York.  On 
fifth-day,  the  2  2d  of  the  5th  month,  we 
attended  the  monthly  and  quarterly-meet- 
ings of  minifters  and  elders  at  Flulhing; 
in  fhe  latter  I  had  comfortable  open  fervice, 

upon 
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upon  the  bleffing  {Pronounced  by  our  gra- 
cious- Redeemer  to  the  poor  in  fpirit,  Ihew- 
ing  the  neceffity  and  ufefulnefs  of  that  ftate ; 
and  alfo  fetting  forth  the  eflential  qualifica- 
tions of  a  gofpel  minifter.  It  was  a  blef* 
fed  tinae,  and  the  upright-hearted  were 
fweetly  comforted.'  Next  day  was  he4d  the 
quarterly-meeting,  which  was  fmall,  and 
things,  as  to  the  life  of  religion,  .were  felt 
to  be  very  low ;  a  painful  gloominefs  hav- 
ing fpread  itfelf,  through  a  want  of  living 
concern  in  many  of  the  members^  and  from 
fome  prefuming  to  adl  in  the  church,  too 
much  in  their  own  will  and  wifdom;  yet 
the  Lord  who  waits  to  be  gracious,  afford- 
ed doftrine  and  counfel  fuitable  to  their 
ftates ;  fhewing,  there  is  \  one  body  and  one 
ipirit,  and  that  all  the  inembers  who  adl 
profitably,  muft  know  a  being  baptized  by 
that  one  fpirit  into  the  pne  myftical  body. 
I  found  great  ^tiumbnefs  in  the  meeting  of 
bufinefs ;  my  fpirit  was  deeply  baptized  in:- 
to  fuffering  therein,  and  conflrained  to  lay 
their  condition  before  them  by  very  clofe 
fearching  olifervations,  which  appeared  to 
take  fome  impreflion,  and  my  mind  was 
much '  relieved  thereby.  On  feventh-day 
morning  the  yearly- meeting  of  minifters 
and  elders  was  held,  which  was  fmall,  and 
the  vital, part  of  religion  feemed  to  be  much 
obftrudled;  fome  clofe  remarks  were  deli- 
vered, which  afforded  confiderable  relief: 
at  eleven  came  on  the  firft:  public  meeting 

-     for 
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for  vviprfhip,  the  ^  time  of  whicii  was  takeri 
up  Ti^y  unprofitably  by  an  unlkilful  ap-^- 
pearaiice;  after  -which,  the  buiSnefs  was 
fjitered  upon,  and  was  a  painful  diftreffing 
time;  the  foi'ivard,  bufy,  adive  fpirit  of 
man  was  let  loofe  in  a  few  elderly-  perfonsj 
who  had  placed  themfelves  at  the  helm  of 
government  there,  and  who  fcemed  to  have 
got  fuch  an  afcendancy  over  the  meetings , 
as  to  bear  down  whatever  appeared  in  the 
right  line  of  tendernefs  and  truUh's  fimplii 
city,,  when  they  did  tiot  fee  fit  to  promote 
it.  The  attempt,  was  to  lay  afid'e  the  ne-* 
ceflary  queries  to  be  anfwered  by  inferior^ 
to  fuperior  meetings;  I  was  favoured  with 
J.  degree  of  wifdoiii  and  ftrength  to  ^ithr< 
ftand  that  fpirit,.  and.  to  fhew'the  neceffitjT 
of  proper  queries,  in  order  chit  the  ftat€ 
of  die  fociety  might  be  better  underftOod-| 
how  elfe  could  fiiitable  advice  be-  admi- 
niftered  ?  But  through  the  cowardice  of 
many  prefent,  I  was  left  to  engage  xEmth 
alone;  yet  have  caufe  to  believe^  that  the 
weapons  .  gi^ren  both  in  the  meeting  and 
afterwards  in  private  conference^  wounded 
that  fpirit  deeply,  aqd  gave  honefll  friends 
a  clearer  fight ,  of  it  than  they  had  before. 
Things  in  the  fiicceeding  meetings  were 
managed  with  more  harnioaj  and  peace, 
and  the  meetings  for  wprlhip  vv^e  very 
large;  wherein  the  everlafting  goi|iel' was 
preached  v«^ith  clearnefs  and  demonftration : 
many-  were  deeply  affeded,    and;  the  great 

Author 
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Author  was  humbly  wo rfhigped  and  adored^ 
who  is  worthy  for  ever! 

We  went  frbm  Flulhing,  and  had  a  large 
meeting  at  Gow-Neck,  in  which  truth  open-* 
cd  gofppl-dodlrine  largely,  to  the  tendering 
of  many  hearts.  Next  day  we  had  ari 
exceeding  large  meeting  At  Weftburyj  as 
there  was  general  notice,  abundance  ojE* 
people  came  from  feveral  part8  of  the  iflandf 
fo  tliatt  there  was  near  as  laree  a,concourfei 
as  at  the  yearly-meeting ;  their  expedlations 
were  much  after  words ^  but  they  h^d  none, 
from  mci  being  fhut  up  in  filence  the  whole 
time :  the  monthly-meeting  of  bvlfinefs  wa^ 
held  at  the  clofe  thereof.  We  had  very  large 
meetings  afterwards,  on  this  ifland  at  Matif 
nicock,  Oyfter-Bay,  Bethphage,  and  Seque- 
tague;  and  no^twithftandipg  the  low,  lan- 
guid ftate  of  the  fociety,  gofpel  truths  wer^ 
largely  delivered,  and  livingly  opened  xa 
them.  We  then  travelled  towards  the  eaft 
end  of  the  ifland^  on  oUf  way  to  Rhode* 
Ifland,  and  on  third-day,  the  3d  of  the  6th 
month,  went  on  board  at  yeflel  a.bout  eight 
o'clock  in  the  jinorhing)  taking  our  horfei^ 
with  us,  and  landed  fafe  at  G  ratten,  pppo- 
iite  to  New  ^London  in  the  colony  of  Gon-* ' 
nedlicut,  :about  one  o'cIqc^  the  ^ame  day, 
We  got  that  night  to  our  friend  Pe;ter 
Pavis'sj  in  Jlhode-Ifland  governmeAt,  abotit 
twenty-two  miles.  We  )iad  a  jneeting  nexp 
day  at  Wefterley,  the  governor  of  the  pro- 
vince was  at  it  and  behaved  kitidl/,  in* 
K  e  e  vitin,ff 
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viting  u&  to  his  houfe ;   but  it  did  not  fmt 
us  to  go.  ^'^ 

In  order  to  fill  up  our  time  before  the 
yearly- meeting,  we  had  meetings  at  a  new 
ineeting-houfe  near  James  Perry's,  South 
Kingfton,  Greenwich,  NeflMKntgcut,  and 
Providence;  and  though  we  found  fome 
iionefl:  travellers  for  Sion's  profperity,  yet, 
for  the  moft  part,  things,  as  to  the  life  of 
religion,  appeared  mournfully  low,  indif- 
ferency  prevailing  in  many,  and  divers 
undue  liberties  in  t^hers.  Lwas  much  af- 
ili^ed  at  fome  of  the  meetings  with  the 
dark  principles  of  deifm,  and  was  favoured 
With  ability  to  lay  open  the  wickednefs  and 
grofs  abfurdity  of  fuch  principles,  warning 
friends  and  others  to  fhun  the  converfation 
of  thofe  tin^ured  therewith,^  as  they  would 
a  poifonous  ferpent.  On  fifth  day,  the 
1 2  th  of  the  6th  month,  the  yearly-meefing 
for  New-England  began  at  Portfmouth  on 
Slhode-Ifland:  this  meeting  was  very  large 
as  to  number';  but,,  alas!  it  was  a  dark 
gloomy  time  of  deep  fufFering:  the  glory 
and  diadem  of  our  religious  affemblies  feems^ 
to  be  forrowfnlly  removed  from  thefe  people, 
and  inftead  of  the  meeting  being  coverdd 
chercwith,  it  was  overfpread  with  darkneffi. 
Here  I  met  our  friend  ']*homas  Gawthrop, 
Who  was  upon  his  third  vifit  to  friends  ia 
America;  we  both  £at  the  whole  meeting 
in  filehce. 
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The  meetings  following,  both  for  wor- 
iliip  and  difcipline,  were  held  at  Newport, 
and  continued  till  fecond  day  was  over. 
The  public  meetings  were  exceeding  large, 
both  friends,  and  abundance  of  other  people 
attended  mod  of  them ;  it  was  fuppofed  there 
were  2000  people.  To  thefe  great  afTemblies 
it  pleafedf  the  gracious  fountain  of  all  good, 
to  open  much  gofpel  do6trine  in  the  de- 
moripration  of  the  fpirit  and  with  power, 
which  appeared  to  be  generally  well  re- 
ceived, and  was  to  the  great  comfort  and 
relief  of  thofe  engaged  therein;  but  the 
meetings  of  miniflers  and  elders,  and  thofe 
for  difcipline,  were  for  the  moll  part  very 
heavy  and  diftreiTing ;  great  weaknefs  and 
want  of  living  concern,  were  painfully  felt 
therein ;  little  of  that  divine  wifdom  which 
alone  can  build  the  houfe,  was  attended  to» 
and  formality  prevailed.  Ability  was  gra- 
cioufly  afforded  to  vife  plainnefs  of  fpeech, 
endeavouring  to  make  them  fenfible  of  the 
lofs  they  had  fuftained,  by  forfaking  the 
fountain  of  living  waters,  and  hewing  to 
themfelves  cifterns,  broken  cifterns,  that 
would  hold  no  water:  yet  we  found  a  few 
fincere  labourers  amongft  them,  whofe  hands 
I  hope  were  in  fome  degree  ftrengthenedj 
but  things  in  general  were  very  low.  On 
third  day  we  had  a  large  fatisfadlory  meeting 
on  Connanicut  Ifland,  to  which  many 
from  Newport  went ;  and  next  day  we  had 
a  very  large  meeting  at  Newport,   which 

was 
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was  the  laft  we  had  there.  In  this  meeting 
wifdom  and  utterance  were  given  to  declare 
the  truth  to  their  feveral  flates,  in  much 
plain-dealing,  endeavouring  to  fhew  them 
from  whence  they  had  fallen,  and  how  vain 
it  was  for  them  to  imagine  they  were  God's 
people  in  the  flate  moft  of  them  were  then 
in :  there  was  alfo  encouragemeht  to  the 
few  finc^re-hearted.  On  fifth  day  we  had 
a  very  large  meeting  at  Portfmouftj'  to 
which  came  great  numbers  from  Newport. 
It  was  a  time  of  great  darknefs  and  deep 
fufFering  with  the  opprefTed  feed:  the  young 
people  are  moftly  gone  into  the  air,  and 
undue  liberties ;  and  thofe  more  advanced 
(a  few  excepted)  are  gone  into  the  earth; 
having  fo  much  to  do  in  government  affairs, 
many  of  them  got  into  the  offices,  friendfhips, 
and  parties,  as  well  as  into  the  profits  of 
this  world.  Next  day  we  went  off  the 
ifland,  and  had  meetings  in  our  way  to 
Nantucket  yearly-meeting,  at  Tiverton, 
Little-Compton,  and  Accoakefet.  The  two 
laft  were  very  large,  efpecially  Accoakefet ;  the 
gofpel  was  largely  and  with  good  authority 
declared  in  them  to  much  fatisfadtion  and 
comfort,  there  being  confiderable  opennefs, 
many  of  other  perfuafions  attending.  On 
fecond  day,  being  their  monthly-meeting 
at  Aponiganfet,  and  notice  having  been  given 
before  of  our  intention  of  being  at  it,  it 
was  exceeding  large,  even  like  a  great  yearly- 
meeting;    it  was  fuppofed  there  were  2000 

people. 
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jjeople  prefent.  In  this  large  aflembly  the 
everlafting  gofpel  was  preaehed  in  the  de- 
monftration  of  the  fpirit,  and  with  po.wer  ;• 
"wifdom  beiipig  mercifully  giveri  to  divide 
the  word  liiitably  to  the  various  ftates :  the 
meeting  appeared  to  be  generally  affedled, 
and  the  minds  of  thofe  engaged  greatly' re- 
lieved. Early  next  morning  we  embarked 
for  Nantucket,  in  company  with  about 
twenty  friends,  and  landed  on  the  faid  ifland 
about  five  o'clock  in  the  afpernoon  of  the 
fame  day.  On  fixth  day  the  yearly-meeting 
began,'  &nd  was  very  large:  a  becoming 
plainjiefs  appeared  in  the  general ; ,  but,  alas ! 
the  life  of  religion  was  very  much  departed 
from  by  numbers  in  that  once  truly  amiable 
place,  fo  much  noted  for  a  family  of  iove. 
I  went  on  the  ifland  as  a  ftranger  to  their 
prefent  ftate,  though  I  had  been  there  twice 
before^  a  y^itnefs  ,.of  better  times :  much 
diflrefling  anguilh  was  felt  in  this  pl^eting, 
and  for  fome  time  I  expedled  the  current 
of  life  would  have  been  wholly  obftru(Sed ; 
but  at  lengthj  through  divine  mercy,  truth 
arofe  ;  With  gofpel  authority,  fetting*  forth 
what  a  great  and  wonderful  manifeftation 
of  evangelical  light  and  truth  fprung  up  in 
the  laft  century  after  a  dark  night  of, 
apoftafy  and  mirror  j  whein  the  heavenly 
power  being  embraced,  brought  forth  the 
nature  and  fpirit  of  religion;  but  endea- 
vours now  are  too  often  ufed  to  fupport  the 
fame  principl(ps  in  a  formal  way,    by  the 

ftrength 
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ftrength  and  wifdofti  of  man;  the  Lord: 
therefore  will  not  own  a  people  in  that  ftate. 
Many  things  were  delivered  upon  this  fub- 
J6&.  with  great  dread,  and  I  felt  the  Lord's 
power  go  forth  as  a  fire  airiongft  the  briars 
and  thorns ;,  many  were  ftruck  with  fadnefs 
and  fear,  and  the  everlafting  name  was 
exilted:  Thomas  Gawthrop  was  there 
alfbj  and  had  good  fervice.  The  meeting 
endisd  on  fecond-day,  much  gofpel  labour 
havihg  been  beftowed  in  the  feveral  fittings 
jhereof.  Notwithftanding  the  general  ftate 
of  friends  on  that  ifland  appeared  truly 
deplorable,  yet  I  believe  a  remnant  are  and 
will  be  preferred  frefti  and  lively  in  religion. 
May  their  number  increafe  1 

We  kft  the  ifland  on  third-day,  the  ift  of 
the  7th  month,  and  landed  that  evening 
at  Seconneffet,  on  the  continent,  beiqg 
about  fifty  in  number.  We  had  a  fmall 
m.eetihg  on  fifth-day,  at  a  meeting-houfe 
near  the  place  of  our  Janding,  and  went 
forward  to  be-  at  Sandwich  quarterly- meet- 
ing. On  fixth-day  we  went  to  their 
morithly-m6eting,  where  was  a  burial  of  a 
friend  that  died  fuddenly.  There  were 
many  Prefbyterians  prefdnt' :  the  gofpel 
power  "arofe  with  cqrrifiderable  ftrength  and 
clearnefs,  with  the  words  of  the  apoftle : 
*•  Give  diligence  to  make  your  calling  and 
'  ♦'  election  fure  j"  with  rein  arks  on  the 
great  importance  of  thb  work,  how  necef- 
lb"7  to  be  aflured  of  its  going  forward,  and 

that 
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tliat.  a  certainty  thereof  may  be  obtained, 
by  the  fpirit  of  Gqd  bearing  witnefs  with 
our  fpirit,  according  to  the  apoftolic  tefti- 
mony.  This  exhortation  contradi^s  the' 
dark  opinion  &f  abfolute  and  uncorjdiitionail 
election  and  reprobation;  feeing  this  prefljrig 
advice  to  make  it  :^re,  impjies  fomething 
to  be  doi^e  on  man's  part,  which  maybe 
omitted,  and  he  thereby  may  mifs  the  elec- 
tion of  Gpd^s  grace;  whereas,  according  to 
that, ,  the  elejdtion  is  made  fo  certain,  even 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  by  an 
in*mutable  decree,  that  all  man's  endeavour^ 
■will  make  no  alteration,  feeing  one  cannot 
poflibly  be  added  to  the  number  of  the 
eleft,  nor  one  diminifhed :  the  great  ab- 
furdity  of  this  do(3:rine  was  expofed,  fligw- 
iag  hpw  it  refle(5le4  much  diftionaur  on  in- 
finite mercy  and  goodnefs ;  and  fome  of  their 
flrongeft  arguments  in  faypur  of  th^t  doc- 
trine were  anfwered. 

I  was  alfo  opened  upon  iufant-baptifin, 
fo  called,  fetting  forth  hpw  unreafor^able  it 
is  to  uphold  types,  figns,  and  fhadows,  un- 
kfs  we  expedt  another  and  \higher  dif- 
penfation :  that  types  always  pointed  to  the 
antiT4^|ie;or  fubftanee,  an4  feeing  moft  ac- 
knowledge thefubftance  is  come,  how  weak 
to  keep  up  the  fign.  It  was  a  good  time, 
for  truth  was  exalted  and  the  meeting  pretty 
generally  afiedled ;  and  although  thefe  dif- 
putable  points  were  clqiely  handled,  yet 
ther^  was  no  op^toficioxi,   nox  the  leait  diCr 
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guft  appeared.  On  feventh-day  the  quar-» 
terly-meeting  was  held,  in  which  we  had 
fome,  I  hope  pfofitable  fervice,  in  a  clofe,, 
learching  way;  things  appeared  very  low, 
yet  there  were  fome  fincere,  honeft  labour- 
ers. We  went  after  meeting  about  twenty 
miles  to  Plymouth/  where  it  is  faid  the 
firft  colony  of  Englilh  Janded  and  fettled. 
The  next  day,  being  the  firft  of  the  week,- 
we  Went  to  Pembroke  meeting,  which  wa;5 
but  finall  of  friends,  but  a  pretty  many  of 
other  I  ibcieties  came  in,  cqnfidering  the 
ihort  notice;  the  truths  of  the  gofp^l.were 
largely  delivered  amongft  them,  which 
feetned  to  be  well  and  kindly  received.  We 
iet  out  after  meeting,  intending/  to  pafs 
through  Bofton,  and  as  far  to  the  eaftward 
as  we  propofe4  to  vifit  friends,  leaving  no- 
tice as  we  went,  at  the  feveral  meetings,  to 
take  them  in  our  return.  We .  had  very 
large  meetings  at  Cachechy ,  and  Dover  j 
and  although  we  found  but  little  living 
concern  .^mongft  friends, .  yet'  *the  blefled 
truth  favoured  and  opened  the  way  for  muiph 
gofpel  labour  fuited  to  their  ftates,  in^<)rder 
to  revive  ancient  zeal  and  ardour.  The  wea- 
ther was  extremely  hot  and  the  nE;ieetings 
crouded,  fo  that  at  times  it  feemed  as  if  I 
ihould  have  b?en  overcome,  and  faint ;  but 
by  divine  favour,  I  was  mercifullj^  carried 
through,  to  a  confiderable  degree  of  fatis- 
fadion  and  4)eace.  We  returned  to  their 
quatterly-naeetiog  at  Hamj»ton,  which  ber 
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gan  for  iiiimllers  and  elders,  on  feventh* 
day,  third  hour,  the  lathof  thejchmonth: 
xv6  wefe  fbrroWftilly  affedted  to  nnd  fo  little 
bf  a  living  concern  amongft  the  leaders  of 
the  pedple:  Next  day,  being  the  firft  bf 
the  week,  we  Had  twb  large  meetings,  com- 
pofed  df  friends  and  others:  a  religions  la** 
hour  foi;  heavenly  bread  feemed  almoft  loft, 
even  amongft  tliofe  advanced  in  age  and  prb- 
feflion  of  the  truth  5  yet  in  marvellous  co;i- 
deleeiifion,  the  gofpel  power  and  life  ^rung 
up  and  extended  to  their  various  ftates,  with 
great  ftrength  and  elcarnefs,  even  as  a  flame 
of  fife  agaifift  the  wood,  hay,  attd  ftubble j 
{hewing,  what  a  great  d.nd  glorious  thing 
Ghriftianity  is;  how  complete  vi(5lory  and 
dominion  may  be  obtained  by  it  over  fin; 
and  the  foul  of  man  be  endued  with  fublime 
virtues:  but  to  view  the  notion  of  Chrifti- 
ainity  people  in  general  appear  now  to  be 
contented  with,  it  would  feem  as  if  little 
real  r^igion  remained  on  the,  earth.  In  the 
afternoon  I  was  led  to  fet  forth,  that  there 
is  one  body,  one  fpirit,  one  Lord,  one  faith, 
and  ;®ne  baptifm;  that  by  this. only  people 
come  to  be  truly  iiiitiated,  being  buried  With 
Chrift  by  his  faving  baptifin  into  his  death, 
and  thereby  witnefling  with  the  apoftle,  the 
meafure  of'  the  fufferings  of  Chrift  which 
are  yet  behind,  fulfilled  in  us ;  if  fo  be  that 
we  fuffer  with  him,  that  we  alfo  may  be 
glorified  together:  the  deep  myftery  of 
man's  redemption  through  Chrift,  was 
F  f  f  lar£;ely 
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l^rgjsjy  opened,  it  being  a  time  pf  great  ^ 
t/mr,  and  the  pfopi^  wer^  genfiF^Uy  afife^ed. 
'i^f^.}^  day  forenoon  was  h^Jd  tk^  jneetin^ 
of  ijyfinefs ;  but  as  the  ppwpr  of  trnth,  th^ 
ffxain  ii)ring  of  a<flion  ijidie  weighty  ajBTairf 
of  the  chmrch,  appeared  to  pip  forrowfujly 
W^^tiRg^  Hftle  pot^ld  b^  done  po:^oqd  puf-!!. 
pofe;  fqv(i^  plpfe  reojarfes  were  made  upon 
tfee  (dg^njAg  ftate  of  jj^at  meetings  wlier4i* 
Wj?,  ,1^4  F#ry  litflp  cpmfpict  pr  ;&i?f^<3ip9* 
ipi  jt^  afternppa  ^  h^  a  visry  Jargp  jEon-*' 
plii4ii;g  .pf^gjti^g,  whereij^  'pliwft  was  fregly 
iejt  fprilj  aj^  ^^e  true  l%ht,  that  enjightens 
eyiery,  aaaaji  that- cpmeth  i^tp  the  woj-ld; 
th^t  ^sti^e  light  (of  t^e  p^t^aif4  f^n  is  neeef^ 
fery  leff  irv^n^^^SU^ag  tlie  ^aiiis  ©f  this  ijtp, 
fp  ;^hp  %ht  pf  t|il?^\j^  pf  figh|epufQ^ft  is  np 
|?i^  jieceiTary  fp  ikew  :viM  how  Xf>  perforp? 
the  great  work  pf  p^r  jfowl'?  falvation:  k 
.5m?  .a  -good  iim^^  We  tjiei^  h^diaeejcii^ 
§x.  Aimfbury,  jCiewbury,  Salem,  Lynn,  an4 
JBoftpp.  ,  M  Lyan  in  $fep^  ^ftf rjBpoTjii  b?i,ng 
Sfik-rdi^y,  I  fpwid  if  njiy  pjasce  tp  ilet  ^a  ex'^ 
ample  of  filpiide;  at  the  otl^pr  meetings  I 
Wr3i^  iaJigely  ppf  iied  in  the  feryipe  cj|"  the 
go^el,  to  good  fafisfadlion  and  effort. 
Fpom  Poftpqt  we  travelled  to  pighton,  and 
4iped  oj^  the  5way  gt  Tauntop.  Our  guide 
^be^g  aef|u?iinEed  with  a  fhop-fceeper  in  that 
4x>wn,  we  ^er^e  invited  to  di,ne  with  him; 
after  dinner  we  eiitered  upon  much  reafon- 
i^g  abput  religipus  principles,  and  a  clofe 
dilute  enjfvied.     I  w^is,  through  divine  af^ 

:&ftdnce, 
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fiftanee,  eaaBled  to  ftand  my  gr^vtftd  thefk*- 
in,  and  fa  itoaititaiii  oMt  ptiriclpies,  t©  the 
comfort  and  fatisfa^ion  of  My  eWn  nfltiftd, 
and  t  belidve  in  a  godd  degfee  to  his ;  1vh& 
I  ulifEerfiddd  had  been  aecotiiited  a  f&ty  2;ea- 
iotis  Pi'efbyterian,  and  had  ehtarlainsed^ft 
unfavourable  opinion  of  otit  |:^lflcipk§ :  he 
cortfefTdd  they  never  Bad  feeeii  clda^ed  Itp  fh 
mueh  to  his  fatisfa^ito  before,  aadfeenagdStt) 
be  a  godd  deal  affeiSied;  w^  parted  iij  lote 
and  friendfliip.  We  then  had  iricetings  at 
Free-town,  Long-plain,  Rochefter,  afld 
Akufhnet;  in  thefe  we  fouiid  ,  things  v^^ 
low  and  languid,  as  appeared  gerierallly  the 
dafe  ill  New-England;  otir  fdciet^j  like 
Others,  hatiiilg  too  much  dwindled  into  forrii 
and  profefEon.  The  latt  meeting  was  very 
large,  btit  my  Way  was  quite  fliut  up  as  to 
miniftry;  had  ifl  the  others  clofe  fearching 
fervice.  On  firft-day,  the  27th  of  the  7th 
month,  we  had  a  very  large  meeting  at 
Swanzey,  to?  which  carhe  friends  from  many 
parts,*  fome  even  from  Newport;  the  powdr 
of  the  everlafting  gofpel  arofe  in  this  large 
affembly;  wifdom  and  utterance  were  given 
to  declare  the  truth  very  largely,  from,  thefe 
words,  "  "Xo  know  thee  the  only  true  God,. 
*'  and  Jefus  Chrift  whom-thoU  hdfl  fent,  is 
*'  life  eterhal."  The  meeting  was  much 
afFedled ;  the  Lord's  heart-melting  goodnefs 
was  fweetly  enjoyed  by  a  remnant.  Next 
day  we  had  a  large  meeting'at  Smithfield ; 
ithe  nature  of  trtie  religisBj.ifiro^m  the  apof- 
-'    '  .  tie 
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tie  James's  definition  of  it,    was  copioufly 
treated  of  ii^  thig  i^eetii^g;.  it  was  a  favoured 
time,    apid    the  meeting  was  generally  a^ 
£k6ked.     On  third-day  we  had  a  rtieeting  at 
W^infoket j  great  numbers  of  loofe,   lit|?r'- 
tine  people  came,    who,    I  fuppofe,   rarely 
attended  any  place  of  worlhip ;  fuch  came 
irather    out  qf   curiolity,    expelling  fome- 
thing;  ^nd  indeed  thpfe^  for  t|i^  inpft  part, 
who  prpfefs  with  ug  th^r?,  .feeni*as  if  they 
kne^   little  of   the  nature  and  impo|i:^ce 
ftf  religious  worfliip;  but  it  was  my  duty 
in    this    large    meeting,    to   fit   in  filenc^. 
Next  day  we  had  a  very  large  meeting  at 
Mendamj  tp  yhich  c^me  many  of  our  pro- 
ifeilion^  and  a  great  number  p,f4pch  as  be- 
iftg  diQati^fied  with  the  qftabjifheid  worlhip, 
^nd  aji  hireliilg  mihiftry,  had  fepE^rated  ^nd 
held  mf^tii^gS  m  on^  another's  hpufes,  hav- 
ing fuch  as  tl^pught  it  their  di^ty  to  preach 
freely  amongft  thei^:    to  this  meeting  the 
gofpel  w%s  largely  preached,  wWch  feemed 
tofhave  a  general  reach,    After  meeting  came 
^  predeftinarian,  and  a  young  pian,  apreaohi- 
er    among    tfeiofe    feparatifts    befor^menr 
tioned,    who  are  quite  avcrfe  to  that  dark 
opinion:  theietwp,  it  feems,  Ijad  been  en- 
gaged  in    a    difpute  in^he  meeting- houfe 
when  all  ■vyere  gone,  upon  fpme  points  of 
dodlrine  delivered  that  day  concerning'  ori- 
ginal fin  and  the  opinion  before-mention- 
ed ;  and  as  they  could  not  fettle  the  points, 
fit  length  %^Y  agreed  tp  come  to  my  qu^j^:- 
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>ters,  to  alk  me  a  few  fober  queftions,  by 
way  of  further  explanation  Of  fome  things 
delivered.     When  they  informed  me  of  the 
reafon  of  thdr  coming,  I  told  them  I  was 
very  willing  to  afford  them  £^11  the  fatisfac- 
tion  in  my  powpr,   bvit  was  not  very  fond 
of  difputes,  which  feldom  tended  much  to 
edification  as  they  were  generally  managed. 
The  old  man  fignified  he  had  no  intenti'on  of 
entering  into  any  difputes ; ,  howeyer,    one 
thing  brought  #n  another,  till  we  gof  very 
clofely^etigaged:  the  young  man,  the  preach- 
er, was  on  my  fide,  and,  I  think,  had  as 
remarkable  a  memory  in  the  fcriptures  as  I 
ever  knew,  and  was  favoured  with  a  confi- 
;derable    underftanding    in    the  myftery  of 
them.     The  poor  old  man,   though  I  fup- 
pofe    as  well  furnifhed  as  naoft  upon  fuch 
V  bad  fubje^,  was  entirely  vanquilhed  and 
confounded  to  thalt  degree,  that  his  fpirits 
appeared  to  be  funk  with  forrow,   becaufe 
he  could  not  fupport  his  principles  better. 
The  young  man,  and  I,  with  other  friends, 
withdrew   into   another  room,    and  had  a 
religifi^us  eortference,  particularly  upon  the 
nature  of  gofpe^-miniflry  and  worfhip;  he 
appeaired  to  be  much  enlightened  and  not 
far  from  the  kingdom;  but  I  fear  he  had 
entered  into  the  miniftry  too  foon.      This 
opportunity  afforded  my  mind  a  good  deal 
of  fatisfa(flion.     I  foiind  maiiy  of  tbofe  high 
profeiTors    in    New-England,    in  rather  an 
ymfettled  ftate,    fond    of  jflpcking  to  our 

meetings, 
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IHeetings,  and  they  feemdd  to  heaf  the  doe* 
ttines  of  truth  with  fatisfadliofi,  and  there 
%ras  great  dpejinefs  amon^ft  them  in  man;^ 
jslaces.  But  what  forroT<rfully  afft^ed  my 
mind  was,  that  there  is  £o  little  of  the  life 
bf  religion  held  up  las  a  ftandard  to  thofe, 
(by  our  fbciety  Ih  thofe  parts;  yet  I  believe 
there  will  be  a  gathering  to  Shiloh,  in  the 
New-EngUnd  colonies.  The  differencie  ap^ 
pears  very  great  in  their  cileem  and  regard 
td  our  friends,  to  what  tt  was  formeriy, 
though  perhaps  that  in  part  may  be  Qwing 
to  ifiany  in  our  ibciety  being  ihdre  like 
them,  than  ouf  friends  were  in  early  times ; 
yet  I  believe  the  cafe  is  otherwiie  With 
many,  and  that  it  ^rifes  from  their  gddd 
opinion  of  moft  of  our  principles. 

On  fifth-day,  the  31ft  of  the  7th  mdrith, 
we  fet  out,  accompanied  by  two  guidefe,^ 
through  the  back  parts  of  Connecticut,  to^ 
wards  the  Oblong  in  the  government  of  New- 
York,  being  about  140  miles  through  a 
Prefbyterian  country.;  they  generally  carried 
themfelyes  civilly,  and  we  had  fome  religiiiil^ 
conferences  to  good  fatisfadliou.  The  wea- 
,  ther  was  vei'y  hot,  and  the  ro9,ds  ftony,  rough 
and  mountainous,  and  the  entertainment 
but  mean  in  many  places,  fo  that  the  jour- 
ney was  alttended  with  fatigue  to  our  bodies 
and  horfes.  We  went  to  New-Milfbrd 
meeting  on  firft-day,  the  3d  of  the  8th 
month;  I  had  nothing  to  offer  by  way  of 
miniftry,  yet  in  ftill  quiet  waitings  I  was 
,.  favoured 


JOHN    ORIFFITH.       40^ 

fkvpji^^  therein  witli  the  firft  clear^fatis- 
fa^it^ry  glance  of  my  being  at  liberty,  tOr 
wai'd,s  the  latter  end  of  this  year,  td  returi}, 
home,  which  I  fully  believed,  but  kept  it 
to  myfelf.  After  meeting  we  afcended  t(? 
the  Oblong,  and  a  long  afcent  it  was,  of 
near  a  mile  .to  the  fummit  of  that  calr 
led  |Qua;^er-H[ill ;  the  weather  being  entr 
Ixeinely  hot,  I  feared  it  would  have,  killp^ 
jny  hori#,  ajid  I  was  not  able  to  relieve  hiijj 
t»y  w?,lking.  5  On  third-day  we  had  a  very 
large  meeting  at  a  commodious  houfe  builf 
by  friends  on  that  hill;  they  who  attend- 
ed were  generally  profeflbrs  of  the  truti^ 
9.S  held  by  us",  and  moftly  plain  and  feeco^^ 
ing  in  their  outward  garb ;  yet,  alas !  wji^ 
they  came  to  be  ?iewfd  in  the  true  ligh^ 
±h^y  appeared  dry  and  formal;  many,  I  fe^p^ 
having  clothed  corrupted  nature  with  g 
fornjL  of  religion,  and  in  a  plain  (drelp  fit  i^ 
their  religious  meetings  like  dead  images,. 
iVfter  a  tinie  of  deep  fufFering  in  fpiric 
with  the  oppreiT^d  feed,  the  wcyrd  was  give^ 
with  good  authority,  and  went  forth  likg 
a  ilf fip  of  fire,  againft  the  wood,  hay,  and 
ilubialp,  to  the  roufing,  I  believe,  and  awja- 
kening  of  jnanj  for  the  prefent.  The  con*- 
dition  of  man  in  the  tranfgreffion  as  fee 
fprth  by  the  infpired  writers^  that  he  is  in 
^  ftate  of  enmity  to,  and  feparation  frqm 
God,  confeqi-iently,  he  muft .  experience  a 
very  great  change,  before  he-cgjQ  be  accept- 
al?le  to  his  J^Iaker:   the  w,ay  istiras  opened, 

ihewing 
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ihewin^  how  this  change  was  to  be  efFe<Sted, 
and  that  the  operation  necelTary  thereunto, 
makes  indelible  impreflions  on  the  minds 
of  all  who  are  fo  happy  as  to  experience 
the  fame,  that  none  can  be  trtie  Chriflians 
Without  it :  truth  had  great  dominion  that 
day.  ■  We  had  a  very  large  meeting  next  day 
at  the  Niiie  Partners,  and  had  clofe  fervice 
therein.  Next  day  we  had  a  yery  painful 
afflidtin^  meeting  at  Ofwego ;  I  was  quite  3l 
ftranger  to  them,  and  did  not  know  by  ahy 
outward  information,  that  they  had  any  one 
who ,  ufually  appeared  in  public  '  among 
them ;  yet  my  mind  was  ftrongly  imprfeffed 
with  ,  a  fenfe,  that  the  meeting  had  beeii 
much  hurt  by  a  wrong  minifl:r|^,  and  for 
that  reafbn  chiefly,  my  mouth  was  Ihut  up 
^here  in  that  refpedl :  it  ftefljed  as  if  the 
very  perfon  was  fhewn  to  me  in  the  meet- 
ing, though  I  had  never  feen  him  before 
that  I  know  of;  but  I  found  afterwards,  it 
was  a  true  fenfe,  and  I  told  friends  in  his 
hearirig,  how  things  appeared  to  me  in  that 
mieeting,  which  ieemed  to  ftrike  hiaa,  and 
he  ftruggled  a  little,  but  L left  it  upon  him: 
may  the  great  and  gracious  helper  of  bis 
people,  have  the  praife  of  his  own  works, 
faith  my  foul,  now  and  for  evermore !  On 
firft-day,  the  loth  of  the,8th  month,  we 
were  at  the  Oblong  meeting  again;  my 
travail  the  whole  meeting  was  in  fuffering 
filence.  From  hence,,  in  our  way  to  New- 
York,  we  had  the  following  meetings,  viz. 

Peach- 
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iPeaeh-Pond,  North-Caftle,  the  monthly* 
meeting  at  the  Purchafe,  Momarineck,  and 
Weft-Cheller  J,  at  moft  of  which,  the  gof- 
pel  power  was  largely  manifefted,  ■  by  open- 
ing do(5lrine  and  counfer,  in  a  clafe,  fearch- 
ing  manner,  to  the  various  ftates  of  the 
people.  On  firft-day,  the  17th  of  the  8th 
month,,  we  were  at  two  meetings  in  the 
-city  of  New- York ;  in  the  morning  I  was 
filent;  in  the  afternoon j  truth  opened  the 
way  to  public  fervice,  fhewing  the  beau- 
tiful order  and  economy  of  human  life; 
all  feeking  for  fome  manfion,  pofTeffion,  01* 
fettlement,  and  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  pru- 
dence and  juftice,  endeavouring  to  increafe 
their  flore,  that  they  may  have  fomething-- 
of  their  own  againft  the  tinie  of  need:  if 
prudence  requires  to  provide  the  neceflaries 
for  this  (fliprt  and  uncertainjife,  how  much 
more  incumbent  is  it  upon  us,  in  regard 
to  the  immortal  part:  and  that  our  eyes 
fhould  be  turned  to  view  the  order,  har- 
mony, and  beauty  of  the  new  creation,  and 
to  feek  an  inheritance  in  the  holy  city  2 
It  was  a  blefled  time,  and  many  hearts  were 
tendered.  I  had  a  good  deal  of  fatisfadlion 
among  friends  in.  that  city,  and. hppe  there 
is;  a  growth  in  the  beft  things  experienced  - 
by  divers.  On  fecond-day  we  crofled  the  . 
Bay,  and  Staten-Ifland ;  ferried  from  tlience 
at  Elizabeth- town  Point,  and  went  tOo 
Rahway.  On  third  and  fourth^day  we  went 
to  the  quarterly  .and  monthly-meetings  at 
Woodbridge;  was  enabled  to  labour  largel^^ 
G  g  g  in 
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in  a  fcarchi'ttg  way,  with;  much  plainnefsf 
and  gofpel  atithotity,  for  their  help  and 
recovery  frqcn  a  weak,  languid,  uncon- 
cerned ftate;  yet/ we  found  fome  folid,  valxi- 
afcufe  friends  amoagfli  them.  From  thence 
we  proEeeiefeed?  on  our  way  to  my  compani- 
ojn'a  hpmfe  in  Pennfylvania,  and  had  large 
meetings;  at  Piainfield  and  King  wood, 
wh-erein  tliFe  gofj-Tel  was  preache  d  with  great 
apenitefs,  to  good  fatisfadtion.  K)n.  feventh- 
dary  evening,  the  23d  of  the  8th  month,, 
liavifflg.  Giro&d  Dela'ware  at  Howell's-Ferry, 
we;  got  to  my  eonipanion's  h'Qufe,  and  at- 
tended two  meetings  at  Wright's-Town,, 
w&erer  he  belongs  j  the  next  day  there  was- 
a  conftderable  ntuaaber-  of  profefTors,  but 
fpiritmal'  id'knefs  was  felt  forrowfuljy  w 
have  prevaited  over  too  many,  craving  to 
bje  fed  with  words;.  I  found  ic  my  duty  to 
he-  Ijllent  at  both  ther  meetings.  Hiavingi 
taken  a, very  great  cold  after,  fome  of  the- late 
Iarg;e  and  hot  meigtiiigs,  I  was  much  ihdif-' 
pnfed,,  and  |iaid;at  my  companion^  fciil  fifth- 
dky,  and  then-  went  to.  the  quarterly^ meet- ' 
ing  for  the  county  of  Bucks,  held;  at  the 
Fails^  which  was  exceeding  large:  truth 
ga^zthf'  favoured  that  meeting,,  in  opening 
dbdbine  and  cotmfelj  for  the  help,  reproof^ 
and:  encouragement  of  many,  beginning, 
with  thefe  Vords,  Jt  ii  ejpecially  "worthy,  ta 
be  noteji^  t/jkfi  the.  infpired-  •wntersy.  both  in 
reskiting-  their  oivn^  experience^  and  in  ad- 
tmnift^ering.  advicei  and  counfel  to  others^ 
on  a  religimi  aiccmnt,   lay  the  nuhoh  Jirefs 

of 
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of  religion  upon  the .  in'ward,  favitig,  and 
Jpiritual  bionv ledge  of  God:  ic  was  a  great 
time,  and  many  hearts  ^'cre  teii4ered.  Th^ 
youth's  meeting  was  held  next  day  at  Brif- 
tol;  it  was  a  low,  poor  time,  and  I  had 
nothing  to  offer  by  way  of  miniftry.  On 
firft-day,  the  31ft  of.  tlie  8th  month,  I 
■went  to  Makefield  meeting,  it  was  an  exfer- 
cifing  >  time ;  a  carelefs,  earthly  fpirit  was 
felt  to  be  very  prevalent;  I  had  forae  fer» 
vice  there,  in  a  very  clofe,  fearchlng  ftian- 
ner.  In  the  afternoon  I  had  a  very  large 
meeting  at  John  Beaumont's,  wherein  much 
gofpel  dodlrine  flowed  to  the  people,  upon 
the  nature  of  felf-denial  and  bearing  the 
yoke  of  Chrifl;;  many,  not  of  our  focietyj 
were  prefent  and  pretty  much  1  ajffed^ed ;  it 
was  a  favcfured  time.  Next  day  I  went  to 
Buckingham  monthly-meeting,  which  was 
very  large,-  a  nunlerous  body  of  friends, 
living  in  thofe  parts ;  1  had  great  opennefs 
for  public  feryice  .therein,  fliewing,  that 
the  promifes  of  God  in  him,  are  yea  and 
amen  for, ever;  yet  we  are  not  entitled  tg 
them  but  upon  cert;ain  conditions,  that  is, 
being  in  thofe  flates  to  which  they  are  ap- 
plied. It  was  a  great  and  good  time,  truuh 
being  exalted.  On  third-day  I  had  a  large 
meeting  at  Plumflead,  many  attending  from 
Buckingham  and-  other  ^places.  The  word 
was  given  with  authority  ajid  cl'earnefs,  to 
declare  ..to  this  numerous  auditory ^  upon 
the  nature  of  true  religion  and  worfhipj^ 
flxewing,    that,  it  principally  eonfifted  in  an 

inward 
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inward,  exercife  of  the  foiii  towards  Godi 
and  efpecially  depended  on  a  fpiritual  ac-r 
quairitance  yvhh  him;  it  was  a  highly  fa- 
voured time,  and  many  hearts  were  tender- 
ed. For  fome  time  pall  I  <  had  been  indif- 
pofed,  being,  through  the  extrenxity  of  the 
heat,  'much'  afflitSted  with  a  ri^fh,  called  the 
prickly  heat;  and  haying  taken  a  great  cold, 
tny  afthmatic  diforder  was  much  incfealed ; 
yet,  thi-ough  merciful  help  fupportirig  foul 
and  body  in  the  great  work  to  which  1  was 
called,  I  was  enabled  to  proceed  on  my 
Journjey,  having  a  ftrong  defire  to  vifit  fome 
meetings  in  the  back  parts  of  Bucks,  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  Chefier' counties,  before  the 
'  approaching  y early- meeting  for  Pennfylvanlg. 
and  the  jerfeys,  to.  be  held  in  Philadelphia 
towards  the  latter  end  of  the  9th  month : 
apprehending  if  I  could  accomplifh  that, 
1  ihould  have  little  to  do  after,  except  on  the 
eaftern  fhdre  of  Maryland  and  in  the  lower 
counties  upon  Delaware.  Here  my  yalu- 
able  'friend  Zebulon  Hefton,  joined  me  for 
a  companion  to  the  back  parts.  W,e  tra-r 
yelled  next  day  to  Richland,  and  the  day 
following  had  a  large  meeting  there,  moftly 
confining  of  thpfe 'Under  oVii;  name;  greiat 
lukeyv^armnefs  and  want  of  a  living  con- 
cern '  was  felt ;  yet  it  pleafed  divine  good- 
hefs  to  favovir  with  ability  to  labour  in  the 
gofpel  with'plainnefs,  in  a  very  awakening 
manner,  which  feemed  to  have  fotti^  ten- 
detlhg  effeft  in  t^ie  genei^al,  at  leafl  for  the 
t»refeht.     We .  travelled  next  day  to,  Oley, 

alias 


JOHN    GRIFFITH.        415 

•alias  Exeter,  and  went  to  their  meeting  on 
firftr-day,  the  7th,  of  the  9th  month;  they 
appeared  to  me  moftly  ignorant  of  the  im^- 
portance  of  that  worfliip  and  fervice  which 
they  pretended  to  meet  about,  and  as  if  the 
chief  waiting  was  to  hear  what  the  poor 
iervaiits  had  to  fay :  they  were  difappointed 
in  refpedl  to  me,  finding  it  my*  place 
to  fit  the  whole  meeting  in  filence.  We  after- 
wards went  to  Maiden-Creek,  and  had  a  large 
meeting  there  the  next  day.  I  believe  there 
were  fome  valuable  friends,  but  many  ap- 
peared in  a  ftate  of  indolence  as  to  reli- 
gioHj  looking  for  words ;  there  was  a  con- 
fiderable  fpace  of  filence;  at  length,  truth 
arofe  and  obtained  dominion,  and  the  gdfr. 
pel  was  freely  preached;  fhewkig  the  na- 
ture of  the  work  of  man's  falvation  by 
Chrift,  and  the  great  danger  of  a  negle<5l 
thereof.  Oii  third-day  we  had  a  meeting 
in  Reading  Court-Houfe,  to  which  many 
came,  not  of  our  fociety,  being  moftly  Ger- 
mans, who  behaved  in  a  folid,  becoming 
manner;  the  word  of  the  gofpel  was  given, 
and  ability  to  declare  it  with  good  autho- 
rity and  clearnefs  for  a  confiderable  time, 
to  the  tendering  of  many  hearts.  Next 
day  we  crofled  Schuylkill,  and  had  meetings 
at  the  Foreft,  Nantmill,  Providence,  and 
Pikeland,  in  all  which,  ability  was  given 
to  labour  in  the  gofpel,  for  the  ftirring  up 
profefiTors  to  a  more  lively  fenfe  of  religion, 
which  indeed,  was  felt  to  be  at  a  low  ebb 
amongft  them,    as  in  many  othdr  places; 
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fiic^  caijfes  there  are  of  mournful  coin- 
plaipts,  where  people  go  ho  deeper  into  reli- 
g\<?p.  ^jiaa  what  conaes  by  pdueation  or  out- 
ward conformity :  inany  in  ^hf  fe  parts  have 
eaEe|-gd  into  the  oytward  ppflefllpns  and 
profefUpn  of  their  worthy  anceftors,  at  a 
very  eafy  rate ;  yet  the  Lord,  in  great  mercy, 
is  caufihg  his  trumpets  to  found  very  lotid, 
to  awaken  fuch  to  ■  a  fenfe  of  ?heir  danger. 
On  £rft-day,  the  14th  of  the  9th  month, 
^e  w^nt  to  Uwchlan,  which  was  a  very 
large  i^efting  of  i^felf,  and  ffiiei^d^  game  to 
it  frqn^  mpft  of  the  adjacenjt  mi^eung§ ;  the 
fore  part  was  a  time  of  deep  travail  and 
^ImK  labour,  in  a  painful  fenfe  that  piany 
•pvsfeat  were  at  eafe  in  a  bare  prqfeffion  of 
t^^  truth ;  V  at  ^eij^^h,  the  word  vas  given 
■vsfitlj  q^fidtr^ble  weight  and  gofpel  autho- 
rlt;7,  ihewing  :^h^t  a  pov^erfql  efficacious 
i^i^g  ^hriftja^nity  wag,  when  it  rnade  its 
:^^  f  nt;rance  into  th?  world,  and  fo  con- 
tiiju^d  t^^  *  cpnfiderabk ;  timg,  mightily 
|)^?Af filing  by  it*,  q^ij,,  force  and  efficacy, 
agaifift  a,U  oppofitiiPji  and  \Korldjly  intereft, 
until  tl-i^  wprl4  fnpiled  upoa  its  profeflbrs : 
it  then  fpread  as  tq  the  name,  b^t  gradual- 
ly Ipling  the  power  aiid  life,  saany  difor- 
dieiis,  gFC^t  corruptions,  and  d^efplating  con- 
tentipns  about;  trifl§§„,  got;  ip.,  Cloie  ap- 
plication was  made  to  thje  ftate^s  of  the 
|i^aJ?itants  of  t^is  highly  favoured  pro- 
^i^^  e^n^ftly  preiljn^  itht  ajtidkoflcy  to 
^f^  ^t^  ^§  fubflanee  pj^  i^l^paii^j  The 
i^fei?0%  Saget^n^  was  &Ji4  an4  .ci^fort-' 
-.  able 
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able  In'filence.    Qnrthird^day  weHad  a  latge 
meeting,  at  Eaft-^Galn,  in  wiii'ch  I  had  tfio- 
rough  ferv^ice,  to  good  fatisfadlioii ;  and  iiext 
day  w4  had  a  ■very  lafge  ineetirtg  at  E^M'- 
foardy  in  the  forks  of  Brandy-wine-  t&Sngs 
were  felt  to  ht  much  mit-  of  ordef ,-  ai^  re- 
ligion to  be!  atJ  a  very  low  efeb  amtongft 
thenii,  y^,    throTigJi  infinite  cbarfefceliflS*, 
gofpel    authority   was'  given,    with-  mtich 
cle^rnefe  in  dddlrine,-  fhewing,  chat  i«P6rd6r 
to  pof]ifs  a  -waluable:  reBgiony  man  ^^M  be- 
feelingly    aiad    exJperififteAtally     cohvincecj,- 
that  in'  matters  of  religiion,  he  iHiulffe'wiMi^, 
refign  his-   wiii    to   Oody    and-  givfr  J?ii^ 
felf  Tip  to  be  guided' by  a'  fuperAatnfrsEl  prYfi- 
cipieji  until  then",  te^annot  fay,-  ^t'h  ac- 
ceptance to  his  MafeeP,-  "'  "My  -vvl'll  be  d'orife 
*'  in  eiarthj>  as  it  is  dyne  in  h^S^fekii.'*     It 
was,,  through  divine/- mfe^cy,    al  highiy-^fa^ 
votired  baptizing  tinae,;  an^^the^bieOfed  truth 
was  in-^^  dominion'  o\^P  hard-,    iittfii^tiffied' 
Ipirits;     I  wehr  }x6ta6  ikft&'litnce  w^itti  rfiy« 
brother-in-law,- MlcajahSpeakmati-;  t6 Gtih- 
cord^    who-er  I  refted   quietly   thfSetf'dSy&j- 
aftep  Ifing.  fatigue  of  tra^clliiig'  aifti  hfeVd' 
labouip;."  yet  ail  was:made  eafy  tlrf&ugli-tfhd' 
efficacy  of  that  lieaiyiasly*p6Wei*  wbiGh-m^- 
cifully-  attetnded  froiA  plkce  tb^  piaCe,^  ilUiijg' 
my  foul;    at  times,    wMi' true  cotltentaSeri^^ 
and  perfe(St.  irefignatibh  tb-  till?  Lc«€'s;  vMli^ 
either  to  do  Of  fuffei-j,  ik  whidh'hk^py  ftrfteV 
my  .  peacee  flb wed'  as  -^t&v&p,     ©h  fipft-dayv^ 
the  aift'of  tHe:gth;iiiont1v,  Pweii^  t*vMid^ 
dle-tswnj  meetiiig;^  ^MP  hkS  no^i^Milicf' f&-' 

•^vic? 
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vice  .  therein.  I  went  on  fecond-day  id 
Philadelphia,  attended  their  week-day  meet- 
ing next  day,  and  on  fifth-day  I  went  to 
Haddonfieldj  in  Weft-Jerfey,  to  the  burial 
of  Thomas  Redman,  a  public  friend  iii 
goodefteem,  who- formerly  told  me  he  wag 
firft  reached  or  convinced  through  my 
ininiftry,  in  the  Bank-meeting  at  Philadel- 
phia, about  thirty  years  ago:  the  meeting 
was  very  large,  confiding  both  of  friends 
and  thofe  of  other  focieties,  a  prieft  and 
his  family  being  there;  the  truths  of  the 
gofpel  were  largely  declared,  with  clearnefs' 
and  good  demonftratioil ;  the  auditory  being 
very  fdjid  and  attentive,  truth  had  good 
dominion  to  the  comfort  of  many.  In  the 
afternoon  was  held  their  quarterly-nieeting 
of  minifters  and  elders ;  it  was  a  low  time. 
Next  day  wa/  held  their  quarterly-meeting, 
which  was  very  large;  there  feemed  to  fce 
great  expedlations  and  looking  out  after 
words,  as  is  forrowfuUy  the  cafe  with  many 
in  thefe  parts,  efpecially  if  the  poor  inftru- 
ment  had  been  favoured  before,  and  it 
pleafed  them:  this  foihetimes  tends  to  de- 
prive them  of  that  which  they  fo  ankioufly 
feek  after,  which  I  believe  wras  now  the 
cafe,  for  I  was  -quite  fhut  lip  as  to  piiblic, 
fefvice,  but  had  ifome  good  fervicCi  in  the 
meeting  of  bufinefs;  0h  feventh-day,  the 
27,th  of  the  9th  month,  I  went  to  the  year- 
ly-meeting of  minifters  and  elders  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, for  Pennfylvania  and  the  Jerfeys ; 
it  was  large,    I  had  fome  fervicfe  therein, 

and 
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and  informed  friends  that  I  expedled  liber- 
ty to  return  home  that  Fall,    requefting  a 
few  ,  lines    by   "way   of   Certificate,    tb   my 
friends  in  England;    according  to  the  good 
order  lifed  dmongft  us;  this  was  the  only 
one  I  requefted  <in  the  continent  of  Anie- 
rica,  v.yet  friends j  of  their  own  accord,  fent 
certificates    from  itioft;  or  all  the  parts  I 
vifited.     A  certificate  was  readily  granted,  ^ 
and  figned-'b^  d  great  niimber'df  minifters 
and  elders^  teftifying  their  unity  with  my 
gofpel  labours  and  condudl  while  am;ong 
them.       I    diligently,  attended  the  feveral 
fittings   of   this  yearly-meeting,    both   for 
wdrfliip    and    difciplinei     and    hid    fome 
■weighty    fervice   in   them;     .Oh   firft-day; 
the  5th  of  the  loth  month,  1  went  to  Fair- 
hill  meeting,  and  returned  to  the  evening 
meeting  in  the  city.     On   third-day,  the 
7.th  of  the  toth  month,   I  fet  out  in  order 
to  attend  the  yearly^meeting  on  the  eaftern 
ihore  -bf  Maryland,  being  accompanied  ^j 
Samuel  Eaftburn }  we  had  meetings  in  our 
■way    at    George's-Creek,    and  the  head  of 
^afiafras ;  truth  made  way  for  clofe,  weigh- 
ty fervice;    to  the  dates  of.thofe  prefent. 
We  Went,  the  nth' of  the  loth  month,  to  ^ 
fmall   poor  meeting  for  minifters   and  ei^? 
ders,  at  Cecil,  in  Maryland;  and  next  day 
being  the  firft   of   the  week,-    the.  yearly- 
meeting  began  there,  to  which  came  many 
people  of  divers  forts,  mbft  Of  whom  feem- 
ed  loofe,  and  void  of  a  folid,  religious  con- 
cern.   Death  and  darknefs  were  felt  to  reign 
H  h  h  in: 
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in  the  general,  yec  the  gofpel  power,  in 
great  liiefey,  broke  through,  and  opened 
fuitable  doflrine  to  their  ftates,  Ihewing  the 
general  confent  o£  all  ages  and  nations,  to 
that  of  the  immpita^lity  of  the  ibul  and 
future  rewards  and  punifliments ;  arid  al- 
though the  profeflbrs  of  Ghriftianity  were 
favoured  with  more  clear  apprehenfions 
thereof,  than  others,  yet  numbers  of  them 
live  as  if  they  had  no  (uch;  belief,  or,  as  if 
they  di4  not  look  upon  themfelvfis  to  be  ac- 
countable creatures.  The  fucceeding  meet- 
ings, both  for  worlhip  and  dilcipline,  were, 
I  hope,  through  divine  aflillance,  profitable 
to  many.  The  yearly-meeting  at  Chop- 
tank  began  on  ieventh-day,  the  i5th  of 
the  1 0£h  toonth,  and  ended  oa  fourth-day 
afternoon;  many  of  the  meetings  were 
very  large,  and  the  truths  of  the  gofpel 
powerfully  declared  in  them,  and  the  ever- 
lafting  unchangeable  t#iith  was  exalted  over 
all  of  a  contrary  nature  to  itfelf:  this  year- 
ly-meeting aflferded  great  relief  and  fatif- 
fadlion  to  my  mind.  We  fet  out  oa  fifth- 
day,  in  order  to  attend  the  yearly-meeting 
to  be  held  at  Little-Greek,  in  Kent-Coun- 
Ijr,;!;  on  Delaware;  the  meeting  began  on 
nrll-day, .  the  26th  of  1  ath  month,  and  held 
two  days ;  I  had  very  open  fervice  therein. 
'After  this  meeting  I  found  myfelf  at  liberty 
to  feek  a  proper  opportunity  to  return  to 
my  native  land'  and  outward  habitation, 
and  fo  went  from  hence  diredlly.  toward 
Philadelphia ;    I  attended  their  monthly  and 

quarterly- 
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quarterly-meeting  there,  wherein  I  had 
good  open  fervice.  By  inquiring,  I  found 
a  veflel  bound  for  London,  the  captain  in- 
tending to  fail  about  the  middle  of  the  i  ith 
month.  I  went  on  board,  accompanied  by 
divers  friends ;  we  fat  a  while  in  the  cabin, 
in  a  folemn  filence;  my  mind  was  deeply 
engaged  to  be  rightly  dire<5led ;  and  finding, 
as  I  thought,  rather  a  freedom  to  go  in 
that  fhip,  I  therefore  fignified  to  the  cap- 
tain and  the  owners,  that  I  intended  to  em- 
bark in  her,  which  they  appeared  to  be  well 
pleafed  with.  I  then  went  to  Chefter- 
County,  to  take  leave  of  my  relations  and 
friends,  and  to  attend  the  quarterly- meet- 
ing at  Concord ;  which  I  did,  and  had  large 
open  fervice  in  the  feveral  meetings,  to  great 
fatisfadlion  and  comfort.  On  third- day  I 
went  to  a  large  meeting  at  Chefter ;  death 
and  darknefs  feemed  to  reign  the  whole 
time,  fo  that  I  had  no  power  to  move,  as  to 
miniftry,  I  got  to  Philadelphia  next  morn- 
ing, the  fliip  being  to  fail  from  thence  the 
next  day.  On  fixth-day,  about  nine  o'clock, 
I  took  a  folemn  leave  of  fundry  valuable 
friends  in  the  city,  and  fet  out  for  Chefter 
to  meet  the  Ihip ;  many  friends  from  thence 
and  Derby,  accompanying  me  thither; 
where,  after  dinner,  in  near  alfedlion  we 
took  leave,  never  expecfling  to  fee  each  other 
again.  I  then  embarked  on  board  the  fhip 
Phebe,  Capt.  Mungo  Davifbn;  we  got  under 
fail  about  two  o'clock  next  morning,  and 
on  firll-day^he  "i6th  of  the  nth  month, 
'^  about 
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about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  got 
to  fea. 

I  find  this  remark  amongft  my  memo- 
randums, written,  I  fuppofe,  after  I  had  been 
fome  time  at  fea,  viz.  "  It  is  fit  to  be  re- 
membered, in  humble  and  awful  acknow- 
ledgment, that  the  Lord  has  been  with  me 
ever  fince  I  came  on  board  this  Ihip,  in  love 
and  mercy  unfpeakable,  caufing  fweet  peace 
to  flow,  as  a  river  in  my  foul,  fo  as'  to  make 
me  forget  all  my  former  anguifh.  For  the 
former  things  are  all  pafled  away,  fo  that, 
through  infinite  condefcending  love,  I  have 
learned  to  fing  the  fong  of  Mofes  and  the 
fong  of  the  Lamb,  and  even  upon  the 
iinighty  foaming  unliable  ocean,  to  fpeak  in 
«iylelf  in  pfalms,  and  hymns,  and  fpiritual 
fongs,  making  melody  in  my  heart  to  the 
Lord,  who  hath  been  pleafed  to  preferve 
me  through  many,  oh!  very  many  heights 
and  depths;  heights  in  my  fervice  and 
affedlions  of  my' friends  and  others,  I  hope 
from  being  lifted  up  or  exalted  above  mea- 
fure,  by  the  revelation  I  have  been  favoured 
with ;  a,nd  through  the  deep  baptifms  I  have 
experienced,  in  fympathy  with  the  preci- 
ous deprelTed  feed,  borne  down  and  prelTed 
by  the  fins  of  mankind,  as  a  cart  is  prelTed 
with  fheaves ;  the  Lord  enabling  nie  to  be  re- 
fignedly  contented  ill  that  flate :  whether  in 
liiffering  or  rejoicing,  filence  or  words,  he 
mercifully  gave  me .  this  fupport  by  the 
power  of  his  own  fpirit,'  and  now  is  fo 
gracious,  as  to  reward  my  mijid.  with  fweet 

peace 
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peace  foF  abiding  in  that  ftation  wherein 
he  alorfe  preferved  me.  I  was,  throtigh 
unfpeakable  kiiidnefs,  when  I  fat  down  i'rt 
a  meeting,^  moftly  enabled  to  fay,  ■  "  Thy 
Yrill  be  done,  whether  in  making  ufb 
of  me  as  thy  inftramerit  to  found  an  alarm 
to  the  people,  or  to  fet  them  an  example 
of  filent  waiting  upon  thee."  What'fliall 
I  fay  of,  return  to  the  Lord  of  everlafting 
loving-kindnefs  for  prefervation,  by  fea  and 
by  land,  in  many  perils;  I  am  at  a.  l^fs  for 
expreffions  to  fet  forth  his  bountiful  good- 
nefs,  arid  the  greatnefs  of  his  love  and 
mercy '  to '  thofe '  who  ;truft  in  him.  I  there- 
fore humbly  defire  with  filent  reverence,' 
or  otherwife  as  ability  is  afforded,  to  mag- 
nify, worfhip,  and  adore  him,  who  is  glo- 
rious in  holinefs,  and  fearful  in  praife, 
wprkirig  wonders,  who  alone  is  worthy 
now  arid  evermore !  Amen." 

We  had  a  ftrong'  new  Ihip  which  had" 
been  at  fek  but  one  voyage  before;  fhe  was, 
very  tight  in'  the  river  and  bay,  .but  we  had 
liot  been  a  Week  at  fea  before  fhe  fprung  a  leak 
to  tt^at  degree,  as  to  require  much  labour 
to  clear  her  of  Water.  This  ieernedto  aSe^ 
the  captain  arid  the  paffengers  pretty  much, 
not  knowing  but  the  leak  would  increafe, 
■and  We  *being  but  poorly  manned,  the  cap- 
tain having  beeri  deceived  in  fome  whom, 
he  had  taken  in  for  good  hands,  proving  of 
little  ufe,  nay,  one  of  them  rather  a  bur- 
den, In  this  gloomy  time,  through  mer- 
ciful help,  I  found  a  blefled-fupport  to  my. 

mind. 
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mind,  in  humbk  confidence,  that  lie  wha 
is  Lord  of  all  (in  whofc  counfel  I  appre- 
hended I  w^s  there)  would  condudl  me  fafe 
to  my  out^ward  habitation ;  yet  I  was  forry 
for  fuch  an  addition  of  work  to  the  failors, 
as,  we  were  obliged  to  keep  one  hand  at  leaft 
at  the  pump  night  and  day  all  the  paflage, 
which  waa  ftormy  and  rough,  and  ve^y  un- 
pleafant  to  the  body.  The  captaiil  and  paf- 
fengers  were  very  civil  and  obliging  to  me. 
It  was  the  19th  of  the  12th  month,  before 
we  found  ourfelves  in  foundings  on  the 
Englifh  cbaft.  After  we  had  failed  a  con- 
fiderable  way  up  the  Channel,  the  wind 
came  a- head  of  us,  fo  that  we  beat  about 
therein  for  feveral  days,^  and  were  once  in 
great  danger  of  being  Ihipwrecked  upon 
the  Ifland  of  Alderney.  On  the  ;25th  of 
tlie  12th  month,  in  the,  evening,  we  pxt 
into  the  fafe  port  of  Dartmouth.  I  then  re- 
iblyed  to  leave  the  fhip,  being  about  230 
miles  from  home,  where  I  arrived  the  laft 
day  of  the  year,  1766,  having  been  upon 
this  journey  one  year  and  a  half,  lacking  a 
few  days.  I  underftood  it  was  fix  or  feven 
weeks  before  the  Ihip ,  arrived  at  London, 
after  I  left  her. 

As  I  have  already  .far  exceeded  in  large** 
nefs,  what  I.  intended  to  leave  bdiind  me 
in  the  way  of  Journal,  fo  I  muft  forbear 
adding  much  more ;  yet  may  jull  hint,  that 
in  the  year  1768,  I  went  to  the  quarterly- 
meetings  of  York,  Kendal,  and  Lancafter. 
I  had  divers  other  meetings  in  the  North, 
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and,  accompanied  by  my  worthy  friend 
Saniuel  Fothergill,  had  feveral  meeting* 
in  North  Wal^s,  in  town-halls,  where  none 
Tinder  our  name  refided.  I  paffed  afterwards 
through  a  part  of  England,  into  South 
Wales,  and  fo  to  Briflol;  from  thence  I 
{returned '  home ;  having  paffed  through,  in 
England  and  Wales,  about  twenty-five 
counties,  and  attended  fixty-three  meet-' 
ings,  and  travelled  about  1 01 6  miles. 

In  the  4th  month,  1770,  I  fet  out,  ac- 
companied by  my  wife,  intending  to  be  at 
the  circular  yearly-meeting,  to  be  held  this 
year  at  Oriniflcirk,  in  Lancafliire.  We  were 
at  Manchefter  meetings  on  firft-day,  and 
attended  a  very  large. monthly- meeting  oa 
the  fecond-day  following,  at  Warrington. 
Truth  an«.i  its  teftimoriy  was  exalted,  and  had 
great  dominion  therein  over  libertine  fpi- 
^rits,  to  the  joy  of  the  upright  in  heart. 
The  yearly-meeting  befdre  mentioned  be-' 
gan  the  1 7th  of  the  fame  month,  and  held 
three  days:  there  was  a  very  convenient 
booth  eredled  for  the  purpofe,  which,  it 
was  thought,  would  ^accommodate  2000 
people ;  yet  it  was  not  fufficient  to  contain 
the  numbers  who  came,  fo  that  other  meet- 
ings were  held  out  in  the  open  air  at  the 
fame  time.  The  people  in  general  behaved 
with  civility  and  refpedl;  there  was  con- 
fide^able  opennefs,  and  die  meetings  were 
well  conduced.  We  returned  from  thence 
homewards,  taking  Warrington  meeting  on 
firft-day :  the  journey  was  very  fatisfajdlory, 
the  whole  being  about  488  miles.  -  - 
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In  the  year  1772J-  I  vv^nt^  in  company 
with-  my  friends  Sarah  and  Deborah  Morns 
of.  Philadelphia,  to  theprearly-meeting  at 
!38riftol ;  it  was  large  ana  divinely  favoured. 
1  attended,  this  year,  four  other  yearly-meet- 
ings, to  very  good  fatifefadlion  and  comfort, 
viz.  Londdri,  Colchefter,  Woodbridge,  and 
Norwich,"' accompanied  by  niy  wife  to  the 
laft  four,  as  wdl  as  by  the  two  friends 
before^mentidned,  who  were  in  this  na- 
tion upon  a  religious  viiQt*,    , 

Being;  now  in  the  fixtieth  y^r  of  my 
age,  and  having  laboured  twelve  or  four- 
teen years,  at  times,  pretty  much  under 
ah  afthmatic  complaint,  wtuch  has  caufed 
riding  to  be  frequently  painful  to  the  body^ 
which  difficulty  age  is  likely  to  increafe^ 
I  exped:  therefore,  travelling  of  any  Con- 
siderable journies .  will  of  courfe  ceafec- 
and  having  written  fo  much  already,  I  here 
intend  to  .  lay  down  my  pen,  committing 
tnyfelf ,  and  what  is  doncj  to  the  provi- 
dence and  bleifiiig  of-God,  in  whofe  power 
alone  it  is  to  grant  ^patience,  refignation^ 
and  perfeverance,:  to  his  poor,  helplefs  fer- 
vants,  and  an  increafe  of  their  go^l  la- 
bours :    So  be.  it ! 
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P   R   E   F  A  C   E. 

Candid  Reader; 

WERE  it  not  apprehended  by  me 
a  duty,  thus  to  offer  to  thy  fe- 
rious  perufal  the  following  plain  and 
experiinental  obfervations  upon  various 
fubje<Stsi  thou  hadft  not  heard  from  me 
jin  this  way. 

I  have  often,  with  many  brethren 
and  lifters  in  the  truth,  been  deeply 
affeSed  in  viewing  the  great  danger 
chriftian  profellbrs  are  expofed  to 
through  a  prevailing  ,  indifference  of 
mind.  For  when  a  lethargic  ftupefac- 
tion  hath  gained  the  afcendancy,  reli- 
gion in  notion,  and  fruitlefs  fpeculati- 
on,  fatisfy  a  mind  fo  depraved.  A  re- 
novation of  heart,  without  which  none' 
can  be  truly  religious,  haph  not  been 
fought  after.  Pleafed  with  the  fhell  or 
form  only,  fuch  have  not  been  fenfible 
they  wanted  the  fubftance. 

When  the  fubtil  adverfary  finds  men. 
\n  this  kind  of  fleep  or  ftupefadion^- 'it 
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is  the&  his  opportunity  for  fovving .  the 
tares  atoongft  the  wheat :  by  fueh 
means  the  field  of  the  chxiftian  church 
jbecame  in  procefs  of  time  covered 
there\(/ith.  •  That  which  tatht  ne^reft 
to  my  heeft,  and  moft  earnef^ly  en- 
gaged my  attentix^n  towards  the  pre*- 
Tent  undertaking  (not  without  ardent 
defires  for  the,  lafting  advantage  of 
chriftians  of  all  detiorninations)  was^ 
that  the  defcendants  of  a  people,  i^ho 
a  little  above  a  centur}'-  ago  ■^ere.  very 
marvelloufly  brought  -out  jof,  -and  ire- 
deemed  firom,  all  lifelefs  ihadows,  and 
^mpty  forms  of  religion,  to  tnjoy  and 
be  grounded  in  the  bleifled  power  and 
life  thereof,  might  be  preferved  truly 
fenfible  of  the  way  and  means  where* , 
by  our  worthy  predeceifors  obtained  a 
firm  eftablilhment  in  the  truth,  as,  it  is 
in  Chrift  Jefus:  for  it  is  evident,  where 
the  means  are  neglected,  the  end  can- 
not be  attained. 

That  many  of  thefe  defcendants  in 
xhi^  day  of  outward  peace  and  plenty, 
inclinins;  to  falfe  liberty  ^ind  eafe,  do 
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fliun  the  crofs  of  Chrift^  \|rhich  wo|al4 
crucify  tJaem  to  t|i€  world,  is  a  itiouriiT 
ful  truth,  too  obvious  to  be  denied. 
In.  o6iifi4eration  hereof, '  I  found  ^ 
coufcerii  to  throw  a  few  obfervations 
before  them,  as  niear  as  I  could^  fuited 
to  the  pre|eiit  ftate  of  things ;  en^ea<f 
vouring,  in  "fom^  degree,  to  offer  to 
the  view  of  the  prefent  and  fucceed>- 
ing  genarations,  by  what  m^ans  ouy 
worthy  pre4ecelJbrs  became  fuch  a  liv* 
ing  honoua:al)le  ^body  of  people;  that  ^ 
the  n^ceiTity  may  fully  appear  of  the 
fame  WelTed  power  Operating  upon  their 
jninds,  in  order  to  xjualify  all,  that 
they  may  rightly  fucceed  tbofe  valiants 
jn  maintaining  the  caufe  of  God. 

The  objeftion  which  caft  fome  diift 
touragemenc  in  my  w^,  may  alfo  oc- 
cur to  fom-e  readers,  'i^isiz.  that  the  {uh* 
jd£ts  treated  of  ip  this  fmall  trad  have 
been  divers  times  heretofore  judicioufly 
wrote  upon  by  diiFerent  authors.  This 
is  no  more  than  may  be  faid  of  mofi: 
pther  religious  fubjecls  as  well  as  thefe. 
pivitie    wif^opi  "and   goodfiefs   hath 
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feen  meet  to  revive  the  fame  truths, 
by  different  inftruments,  from  genela" 
tiqn  to  generation;  the  Lord's  fervants 
ijpeaking  the  fame  thing,  as  with  one 
mouth.  Herein  God's  gracious  con- 
defcenfionto  human  frailty  is  very  con- 
fpicuous  and>  wonderful,  by  caufing 
thbfe  excellent  truths,  fo  effential  to 
be  received  that  man's  foul  may  be  fav- 
ed,  to  be  frequently  revived  and  incul- 
cated, feeing  he  is  fo  liable  to  forget 
God,  and  his  reafonable  duty  to  him. 
Having  no  defire  to  enlarge,  1  fhgll 
only  add  my  earneft  prayer  to  the  God 
and  Father  of .  all  fure  mercies',  that 
this  jnite  of  fimple  experimental  truths, 
wihich  I^havecaft  into  the  treafury, 
may  meet  the  ferious  reader,  of  what- 
ever denomii^fion,  with  the  divine 
blefllng  in  it!  If  that  gracioufly  attend, 
though  what  is  here  offered  may  bq 
juftly  accounted  as  the.  barley-loaves, 
*he  hungry  foul  may  receive  fom^ 
j^rength  and  refreihment  thereby. 

^oth  8tliJy}(ii^L764, 
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CHAPTER     I. 

Containing  tender  Advice,  Caution  and  CpUN^ 
SEL  to  Parents  and.CpJtPfiEN, 

FI R  S  T  to  parents.  Very  much  depends 
upop  a  right  education  of  children, 
I  therefore  find  it  in  my  mind  to  make 
a  few  obfervations  thereon,  as  it  ftiall  pleaie 
the  Lord  to.open  my  ujiderftahdiiig;  with- 
out whofe.affiftance,  aiid. bleffing  upoa  pur 
labours,  they  prove  altogether  fruitlefs. 

The  children  of  IfracI  were  ftriyStly  ertr 
joined  to  make  the  training  up  th^ir  children 
in  the  law  of  God  their  conftant  c^re;  viz, 
*'  Hear,  O  Ifrael,  the  Lord  our  God  is  one 
*'  Lord;  and  thou  ihalt  love  the  Lord  thy 
*'  God  with  all  thine- heart,  aild  with  all  thy 
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*'  foul,  and  with  all  thy  might.  And  thefe 
''words  which  I  comitiand  thee  this^day, 
*'  fhall  be  in  thine  heart,  and  thou  (halt 
"  teach  them  diligently  unto  thy  children, 
*'  aj\d  fli.alt  talk  of  them  when  thou  fitreft  in 
"thine  houfe,  and  when  thou  Wajkeft  by 
*'  the  way,  and  when  thou  Ueft  down,' and 
"  when  thou  rife/l  up.'^-' 

Exceeding  great  is  the  truft  repofed  in  pa- 
rents and  heads  of  families.  It  certainly 
lies  iipon  them  an  indifpenfable  duty,  as- 
much  as  they  can,  both  by  precept  and  ex- 
ample, to  form  the  tender  minds  of  their 
offspring  to  virtue,  as  faith  the  apoftle, 
"  And  ye  fathers,  provoke  not  your  children* 
"  to  wrath^.  but  bring  them  up  in -the  nur- 
"  ttire  and 'admonition  of  the  Lord. f"  Andy 
*'  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  fliould  go: 
"  and  when  he  is  old,  he  will  not  depart 
*'  from  it.t" 

Parents  m;uft  firft  be  well  acquainted'  'vvith 
the  way  of  truth,  and  the  nurture  and  ad- 
monition of  the  Lord  themfelves,  before 
they  tan  train  up  their  children  therein. 
That  ^hich  is  likely  to  have  the  greatefh  in- 
fluence upon  their  tender  minds,  is  a  fteady 
circumfpedl  example,  in  a  felf-denying  con- 
dudl  before  them;  which  will  beget  re- 
V^ence,  an^  boijourable  thoughts  in  chil- 
dren, and'  fervants  too,  concerning  •  thofe 
t^om  Providence  hath  placed  over  them. 

Great  care  fhould  dvf ell  upon  the  minds 

of 
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of  parents,  to  make  it  ftlly  evidtent  to  their 
children  that  they  are  much  more  defirous 
they  fhould  polTefs  an  heavenly  than  an 
earthly  inheritance ;  that  they  are  more  con- 
cerned their  fouls  may  be  adorned  with  the 
graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  than  that  their 
bodies  fhould  appear  finely  decked  with  out- 
ward ornaments. 

Children  will  be.  very  likely  to  value  that 
which  they  fee  is  preferred  b,y  their  parents^ 
whether  it  be  the  things  of  the  world,  or 
religion.  If  this  be  really  the  cafe,  which  I 
think  will  be  allowed  by  confiderate  perfons, 
O  then!  how  much  depends  upon  them  for 
the  promotion  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs  on 
the  earth,  both  in  regard  to  the  prefent  time, 
and  generations  to  come.  This  yet  more 
fully  appears  by  the  Lord's  teftimony  con- 
cerning Abraham.  *'  And  the  Lord  faid, 
"Shall  I  hide  from  Abraham  that  thing 
"  which  I  do?  feeing  that  Abraham  fhall 
"  furely  become  a  great  arid  mighty  nation, 
"  and  all  the.  nations  of  the  earth  fhall  be 
blelFed  in  him.  Fo^L  know  him,  that  he 
will  command  his  children,  and  his  bouf- 
hold  after  him,  and  they  fhall  keep  the 
"  way  of  the  Lord,  to  do  juftice  and  judg- 
*'  ment;  that  the  Lord  may  bring  upon 
"Abraham  that  which  he  hath  fpoken  of 
"  him.*"  In  chap.  xvii.  ver.  18.  his  godly 
concern  appears  earneft,  even  for  the  child 
9f  the  bondrwoman;  viz.  "  And  Abrahanl 

"  faiit 

*  Gen.  xvili,  ij,  18,  ig. 
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**  faid  unto  God,  Oh!  that  lOimael  might 
*'  Uve  before  thee."  Which  petition  was 
^nfwered. 

Conftant  and  warm  endeavours,  with  fe- 
Cfet  cries  to  God  that  his  bleffing  may  attend 
them,  may  prove  efFedlua;!  to  the  prefervati-' 
on  of  children.  This  fhould  begin  very 
early,  even  as  foon  as  they  are  capable  to 
diftinguifli  what  pleafcs,  or  what  difpkafes 
their  parents.  A  felf- willed  pervcrfe  difpo- 
fition  may  fbon  be  difcovered  in  children, 
(more  efpecially  in  fbme)  which  is  very  ear- 
neft  to  have  its  own  way,  before  they  can 
judge  what  is  beft  for  themfelves.  This 
ihould  conftantly  be  fubjedled  to  thofe  that 
are  to  judge  for  them.  They  fhould  never 
be  fufFered  to  prevail  by  an  untoward  fretful 
temper,  not  even  when  what  they  crave  is 
fuitable  for  them  to  receive,  were  they  in  a 
fubmiffive  difpofition ;  that  they  may  clear- 
ly fee  (which  they  foon  will)  it  is  more  to 
their  benefit  and  comfort  to  vield  an  entire 
fubjedlion  to  their  providers,  ^and  that  no- 
thing is  to  be  got.0y  a  fretful  felf-willfed 
temper.  This  fhould  be  done  by  a  conflant 
fteady  hand,  and  it  will  make  the  work  of 
parents  abundantly  ealier  in  the  government 
of  their  children,  and  may  prove  a  great 
eafe  to  thofe  concerned  with  them,  perhaps 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  thdr  lives; 
fince  by  crufhing  their  perverfencfs  in  the 
firfl  buddings,  it  may  fo  die.  away,  as  never 
more  to  gain  the  pre-engiinence..   This  would 

be 
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be  a  wonderful  ^bleffing,  and  they  would 
owe  their  watchful  parents  more  for  fup- 
preffing  that,  and  other  pernicious  buds  in 
them,  than  for  a  large  patrimony  or  out- 
ward inheritance.  Indeed  every  thing  of 
an  evil  nature  fliould  be  kept  down  in  them 
by  fuch  careful  fteady  means.  Oh !  what  a 
fine  hopeful  generation  of  youths  fhould  we 
have,  were  parents  in  general  to  exercife  this 
prudent  care  in  all  things !  I  verily  believe, 
inftead  of  fpber  virtuous  youth«f  being  as 
fpteckled  birds  amongft  others,  the  rebel- 
lious, difobedient,  and  froward  would  be 
fo ;  and  this  would  bring  judgment  over 
them. 

A  confcientious  difcharge  of  this  great 
duty  would  bring  an  ample  reward  to  iuch 
parents,'  as  have  no  greater  joy  than  to  fee 
their  children  walking  in  the  truth:  and  if 
they  fhould  prove  unfuccefsful,  as  it  fbme- 
times  hath  happened,  they  will  be  clear  of 
their  childrens  blood  in  God's  fight,  which 
is  a  very  great  thing;  fo  that  though  the 
rebellion  and  evil  conduxSl  of  their  offspring 
may  be  their  forrow,  it  will  not  be  their  fin. 

I  have  fometimes  been  much  grieved, 
when  I  have  feen  youth'  in  the  way  of  being 
ruined  by  the  very  imprudent  indulgence  of 
their  parents,  efpecially  mothers ;  making 
themfelves'  and  others  mere  flaves  to  the 
'  perverfe  humours  of  their  children ;  taking 
abundance  of  pains  to  extinguifli  the  flame 
of  their  untoward  tempers,  by  fuch  means 
:  as 
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as  add  fewel  to  the  fire;  inverting  the  order 
of  nature,  by  becoming  fubjed:  to  thofe 
who  Ih'ould  fubn^it  to  them,  by  anfwering 
their  unreafonable  cravings ;  it>aking  them'- 
felves  more  ^yorfc  (and  that  too  of  sl  very 
#fagreeable  naturfe)  td  educate  one,  than^ 
were  they  to  follow  the  method  before  hint- 
edj  it  would  require  to  educate  sL  number, 
and  in  the  end  not  fo  well  done  neither. 
Parents,  who  are  fo  very  imprudent^  have 
lefs  reafon  to  refledl  upon  their  children  for 
being  felf-willed,  and  not  fubjedl  to  them' 
when  they  grow  up :  feeing  they  themfelves 
have  cherifhed,  fedy  and  fupported  that 
temper  in  them  from  their  cradles ;  where-^ 
by,  unlefs  religion  lays  deep  hold  of  them, 
and  changes  the  ftate  of  their  minds,  they 
are  unfitted  to  be  a  comfort  either  to  them- 
felves or  others ;  not  being  formed  for  good 
fervants,  huffciands,  wives  j  or  mfembers  of 
fociety. 

Alas !  when  I  tkke  a  view ,  of  the  world^ 
and  refledl  how  it  wallows  in  abundance  of 
wicfcednefs  and  corruption,'  which  mankind 
poflefs  in  a  kind  of  fiicce^on  from  parents 
^0  children,  like  outward  inheritances  j  I 
have  no  words  fufficient  to  let  forth  to  the 
full  ^6  deplorable  a  cafe.-  How  forrowful  it 
is  to  obferve  even. children,  by  the  power  of 
example,  become  as  grown  men  in  wickcd- 
nefs  and  hardnefs  of  heart !  Guftom  and  ge- 
neral pradlice  hath,  as  it  were,  changed  the 
nature  of  fome  grofs  e'dls^  fo  th^t  there  ap- 
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piCars  very  Iktle  rerftorfe  in  the  almoft  con- 
ftant  practice  of  them.     Many  children  are 
broughj    up,     Hke    their    parents,     much 
ftrangers    to  their  duty  both  to  God  and 
man.      This  ajmoft   univerfal   infedlion  of 
evil,  J^rgetfulnefs  of  God,  and  of  many  or 
moft  relative  duties,N  by  a  conftantly  wal^ 
lowing  in  the  pollutions  of  this  world,  are 
^pery  alarnqting,  and  call  loudly  for  a  refor- 
mation, left  the  Lord  break  forth  in  judgment 
upon  the  nations,    as  the  breach  of  waters. 
It  is  indeed  a. painful  tafkfor  godly  parents, 
amidft   fo  general  a  depravity,    to  educate 
their  children  without  receiving  fome  tinc- 
ture from  this  pollution,  which  runs  down 
like  a  ftrong  torrent.     ;The  fafeft  way  is,- 
with  great   ftri<Snefs   to  keep  them  otit  af 
fuch  company;    though  an  inconveniency 
may  attend  that  in  fome  outward  refpedls. 
But  oh!  the  fouls  are  the  moft  precious  part 
of  them,   .which  parents,    above  all  other 
confiderutions,    ought  to  be  concerned  to 
preferve  uj^tainted  with  the  defilements  of 
this  world.s. 

There  is  no  better  rule  to  proceed  and  adl 
by  in  this  important  tafky  than  the  Spirit  of 
truth,  promifed  to  lead  us  into  all  truth. 
If  we  mind  this,  we  Ihall  not  indulge  our 
children  in  any  individual  thing  which  that 
teftifies  againft  in  ourfelves.  We  fhall  be 
far  from  pleading,  that  becaufe  they  are 
youpg,  fome  greater,  liberties  may  be  allpw- 
«d  them  in  dreis  c#Qtherwile;  but  as  they 

are; 
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are  a  part  of  ourfelves,  the  fame  ^i^itie  lanjr 
fliould  be  a  (landing  rule  for  the  wholcaii^i; 
I  hkve  taken  notice,  that  divers  parentg^, 
who,  as  to  their  outward  appearance,  feem 
to  have  leaned,  in  degree^  the  leflon  of 
huooility  and  felf-denial,  however  as  far  as 
could  be  difcovered  by  their  drefs  and  ad- 
4refs,  yet  feem  to  have  no  averfion  to  their 
children's  making  a  diiferent  appearance; 
jaay,  fome  Will  even  introduce  them  into  it 
themfelves  whilfl:  very  young;;  by  which  it 
is  plain  they  have  a  pride  in  feeiog  them  ib, 
and  cannot  help  (notwithftanding  their- out- 
ward "flicw)  difcovering  great  unfoundne^, 
and  that  they  themfelves  are  not  what  they 
.would,  pafs  fdr.  I  fincerely  jvifh.that  pa- 
rents, who  are  apt  to  indulge  wrong  liber- 
ties in  their  children,  by ,  fufFering  them  to 
deviate  from  that  pure  fimplicity  and  felfi-, 
denial  Truth  led  our  anceliors,  and  ftiU 
fcads  thofe  who  follow  it  into,  would»  col- 
der, in  the  firft  place,  the  injury  their  chil- 
dr^ '  fuftain  thereby,  by  being  placed  in 
a  difficult  and  dangerous;  fituation  with  rer 
ipedl  to  temptations,  which  may  be,  prefentr 
ed  to  them  by  the  children  of  the  land,  or 
of  the  world :  for  doubtlels  the  more  like 
them  they  appear,  the  more  free  .  and  inti- 
mate will  ftich  make  themfelves  with  themjj 
:that  they  may  be  drawn  out  intp  undue 
liberties ;  ^^hereas,  did,  they  make .  an; ap- 
peaj:aince:  quite  confiftent  with  theijr,  ^ain 
ielf-de»ying '  profeffiaalK  that  fort^  would  he 

more 
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iiiofe    backward   to  attempt    an    accefs    td 
them. 

There  is  iio  doubt  with  me,  but  this  has 
opened  a  way  for  many  under  our  profeffion 
to  ruin  themfelvesj  by  going  out  in  mar- 
riage ;  and  their  parents  have  been,  by  their 
imprudent  indulgence,  the  original  caufe 
thereof.  For  fuffering  them  to  be  fo  much 
Kke  the  worlds  and  fo  Httle  like  what  Truth 
leads  into,-  they  are  put  out  of  the  way  of 
the  beft  connexions  in  marriage  amongft  us, 
viz.  the  moft  religious ;  as  fuch  dare  not 
fe^  to,  nor  join  with,  thofe  who  give  way 
to  undue  liberties :  I  mean  fuch  as  Truth 
doth  not'  allow  us,  as  people  who  ought  in 
all  things  to  hold  up  a  true  ftandard  to  the 
nations^  to  Continue  in.  Here  inconfid^rate 
tender  youth,  through  their  aptnefs'  to  crave 
the  glittering  gaiety  of  the  world,  and  their 
mvich  more  imprudent  parents  indulging 
them  therein,  are,  as  it  were,  prepared  for 
3ruin,  unlefs  divine  mercy  interpofe;  and> 
are  alfo  removed  out  of  the  way  of  the 
greateft  bleiBng  that  can  be  enjoyed  in  the 
ihings  of  this  life;  viz,  a  truly  religious 
hufband  or  wife. 

Some  parents  haVe  been  pierced  through 
with  much  forrow  by  fuch  means,  and  have 
had  great  caafe  to  repent  when  it  was  too 
late,  and  there  hath  been  reafon  to  fear  that 
the  blood  of  their  children  would  be  requir- 
ed ar  their  hands.  -Oh !'  how  difhonourably' 
kave  iom.Q  leaned  to  vinfui  table  connexi6na? 

C  ibp- 
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for  their  children,  when  there  hath  been  a 
large  outward  prdfpedl !  It  is  to  be  feared 
divers  parents  have  looked  at  little  elfe. 
This  hath  fometimes  appeared  to  have  been 
the  cafe,  by  the  flight  put  upon  the  offers 
of  thofe,  vrho  have  wanted  nothing  to  re- 
commend them  but  wealth ;  the  want  of 
which,  in  the  eye  of  fuch,  has  proved  to 
oftenlive,  thai  they  feem  to  have  been  re- 
jected on  that  account.  This  is  very  wrong, 
and  ought  never  to  have  entrance  amongfl; 
any  profeffing  tlie  Chriftian  name;  *'  For 
"  the  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  fulnefs 
."  thereof.*" 

Some  perhaps  may  think  I  aiti  very  clole 
and  fevere  upon  parents ;  that  it  is  not  al- 
ways their  fault  when  children  take  undue 
liberties;  (which  I  have  already  granted) 
that  they  are  frequently  very  felf-Willed  and 
langovernable.  This  is^  indeed  faying  fome- 
thing,  when  children  become  their  own 
rulers  by  age,  or  otherwife,  and  have  to 
cloath  and  provide  for  themfelves;  but  I 
think  it  has  little  weight  whilfl  their  parents 
provide  for  them,  who  have  not  only  power 
to  advife  and  perfiiade,  but  alfo  to  com- 
mand and  reflrain.  They  certainly  may 
and  ought  to  be  abfolute,  in  cafes  where  the 
teftimony  of  truth  is  in  danger  of  fuffcring. 

■    It 

•  Thefe  hints  are  not  intended  to  encourage  any  to  afpire 
after  great  things;  but  that  all  {hould, /with  a  fingle  eye,  ear- 
neftl*}  feek  fw  divine  coiinfel,  both  in  makiag  vui  accepting 
offers  tor  mamage. 
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It  is  very  obfervable,  that  5.1i  was  greatly 
blamed,  beGa,ufe  he,  hayii?^  power,  did  not 
reftrain  his  wicked  fons ;  though  it  plainly 
appears  he  much  difapproved  of  theix  prac- 
tices, and  expoftvilated  with  thetn  on  that 
accounij,  and  laid  bj&fore  thern,  the  pernicious 
conifeqviences  of  their  evil  cpiidu^.  Oh! 
how  very  affedling  it  is,  to  ^onfider  the  fear- 
ful calamities  which  came  upon  that  houfe ;, 
and  alfo  upon  Ifrael,  probably  in  fome  mea- 
fure  on  the  fame  account. 

The  neglect  and  imprudent  indulgence  of 
parents  in  the  training  up  tli^ir  children,  is 
alfo  a  painful  lofs  to  the  fociety,  as  the  con- 
fequence  thereof  tends  greatly  to  obftrudl 
the  progrefs  of  truth,  by  ftanding  in  the 
way  of  ferious  inquirers  as  ftumbling- 
blocks ;  when  it  is  feen  by  fuch,  that  the 
fame  undue  liberties  they  are  called  out  of, 
are  indulged  amongft  us,  they  are  offended. 
Oh!  that  parents,  children,  and  all  who 
are  unfaithful,  and  wh:^  eafily  fuffer  the 
'  important  branches  of  o.nr  Chriftian  tefti- 
mony  to  fall  (as  indeed  they  would  a,ll  ap- 
pear, if  they  were  ieen  in  a  true  light) 
would  deeply  confider  the  mournful  cpnfe- 
quence  thereof,  by  retarding  the  progrefs  of 
truth,  and  grievoufly  eclipfing  the  beauty 
of  Sion !  Then  I  greatly  hope  a  more  lively 
zeal  and  holy  ardour  would,  prevail,  and 
that  the  carelefs  fons  and  dajughters  thereof 
would  arife,  and  Ihake  themfelves  from  the 
dull  of  the  earth,  putting  on  the  beautiful 
-  garment 
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garment  of  holinefs  and  truth,  tliat  fhe 
might  bepome  more  and  more  a  praife  in  thai 
parth.  < 

Having  offered  a  fe\nr  remarks  concerning 
the  iitiportant  duty  of  parentSy'  it  now  re- 
nlains  to  do  the  fame  refpedling  the  indif- 
penfiblediity  of  children  to  honowt  and  obey 
the'v(  parents  in  the  Lord,  which  is  (irongly 
enjoined  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  and,^  in  the 
nature  of  things,  of  lafling  and  indifpenfa- 
tie  obligation.  -' 

The  command  is,  "  Honour  thy  father 
*'  and  thy  mother,  that  thy  days  may  be 
*'  long  upon"  the  Land- which  the  Lord 
"  thy  God  giveth  thee.*"  Read  Matt.  xv. 
4.  Mark  vii.  i©.  Luke  xviii.  20.  Eph.  vi.  2. 
3'.  In  that  which  is  confiftent  with  the  law 
of  pod,  no  children  can  ftand  acquitted 
before  the  fupreme  Judge,  fpr  difobeying 
pr  difhonpuring  their  parents.  This  obedi^ 
ence  and  honour  not  only  extend  to  ;  the 
yielding  to  what  they  enjoin,  or  diredl,  but 
ialfo  to  the  prefervation  of  a  reverent  awe, 
and  honourable  elleem  in  the  heart,  arifing 
from  a  bottom  of  love,  which  would  on  all 
juft  occafions  cherifli-and  protedt  them.  It 
is  a  fin  of  a  deep  dye  to  difregard  and  flight 
parents,  a^  appears  by  Deut.  xxvii.  16. 
^'  Gurfed  be  he  that  fetteth  iig^ht  by  his  fa^ 
!'  ther  or  his  mother;"  and  Prov.  xxx.  17, 
f?  The  eye  that'mocketh  at  his  father,  and 

''  defpifed^ 
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**  defpifetK  to; bb6y  his  mother,  the  xavens. 
*'  of  the  valley  fhall  pick  it  »ut,  and  the 
.**  young  eagles  fhalL  eat  it."  Chap,  xxiiiv; 
22..  '^'  Hearken  unto  thy  father,  andsdeipife 
-*'  not-thy mother  when  fhe  is  old."  iChap. 
xxviii.  24. 'f "  Whofo  robbeth  his  father  or 
"  his  mother,  and  faith,.  It  is  no  tranfgref- 
**  fion,'r.tbe  fame  is  the  Companioii  of  a 
■'^  deflroyer."  ^ 

Qn  the  other  hand,  very  memorable  was , 
the  kind  and  watchful  Providence  which  at-^ 
tended  fuch'  as  feared  the  Lord,  and  thoffe 
who^loved^  honoured,  and  obeyed  their 
parents;  as  Jacob,  Jofeph,  Ruth,  Samuel; 
and  David;  alfo  the. Rechabites.  Read  the 
^ccovEnt  concerning  them,  Jer.  xxxv.  Re-». 
•fpedling  fuch  as  lived  in  the  fear  of  the^* 
Lord,. let  me  recommend  the  cafe  of  Daniel, 
*  and  the  thr^e  children,  who,  becaufe  of 
their  faithfulnefs  to  God,  were  preferved 
unhurc,  when  by  their  adverfaries  expofed 
to  the  greateft  torment  and  danger. 
.It  would  far  exceed  the  bounds  of  my 
intention  to  particularize  all  thofe  excellent 
patterns  and  examples  we  are  favoured  with 
the  account  of,  which,  are  wonderfully 
adapted  to  inftrudl,  encourage^  and;  improve 
'the  youth,  as  well  as  others.  There  are 
alfo,  for  caution  aiad  warning,  examples 
and  very  affeding  inftances  of  fearfuljudg^ 
jnenta  and  dreidful  calamities,  which  fell 
;|jpQn  the  ref)ellious  ,  and  gainfayers.     May 
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the  tender  minds  of  youth,  by  reading  thefe 
things,  (as  recorded  ^n  the  holy  fcriptures 
and  other  good  books)  be  deeply  imprelTed 
with  proper  fentiments  concerning  good  and 
evil,  and  the  very  different  revs^ards  of  vir- 
tue and  vice,  both  in  this  world,  and  in  the 
world  to  come. 

It  'is  a  very  commendable,  as  well  as  a 
very  profitable  thing,  to  be  converfant  in 
tl^ofe  facred  writings.  Remember  what 
Paul  faid  of  his  beloved  fon  Timothy,  viz. 
From  a  child  thou  haft  known  the  holy 
fcriptures,  which  are  able  to  make  thee 
wife  unto  fklvation,  through  faith  which 
is  in  Chrift  Jefus.  AH  fcripture  given  by 
infpiration  of  God,  is  pro£table  for  doc- 
trine, for  reproof,  for  corredlion,  for  in- 
ft'rudlion,  in  righteoufnefs ;  that  the  man 
of  Gad  may  be  perfedl,  thoroughly  fur- 
nifhed  unto  all  good  works.*"  But  let 
the  youth  and  all  duly  confider,  that  the 
profiting  by  the  facred  writings  entirely  de- 
pends upon  the  holy  living  powerful  faith 
of  Chrifl,  which  worketh  by  love,  purify- 
ing the  heart;  and  whereby  we  come  to  fee 
Jiim  who  is  invifible,  and  confequently  to 
underftand  the  precious  myfteries  of  his 
kingdom,  as  far  as  is  proper  and  neceffary 
for  us  to  know  them,  which  is  all  that  is 
l{i>55ful  for  us  to  defire.  There  are  many 
pther  good  and  profitable  books,  but  none 

in 
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in  which  is;  contained  fuch  a  ftore  of  rich, 
treafiire,  ■' and  ftiblime  heavenly  myfteries, 
wonderfully  wrapped  np,  and  entirely  con-^ 
cealed  from  earthly  wifdom  and  carnal  poli- 
cy. For  none  ca|i  know  the  things  of  God 
without  the  a,ffiftance  of  his  Spirit,  as  a|»r 
pears  by  I  Qor,  ii.  16.  to  15.  and  in  |nany 
other  places  too  tedioits  to  enumerate. 

Great  hath  been  the  concern  of  thq 
ehurch  in  its  largeft  colledtive  body;  < as 
appears  by  frequent  aijjd'  very  preffing  afFec- 
tionajte  advice,  caution,  and  coianfel  to  the , 
youth^  to  read  the  holy  fcriptures,  aa4 
other  profitable:  books,  carefully  to  refraii;^ 
Ifbm  all  fuch  which,  may  Ji^ve  the  lead  tjen-s 
dency  to  alienati?  their  minds  &om  the  holy 
fear  of  God,  aiid  a  fober  virtuous  courfe;  c^ 
life,  or  which  are  barely  for  amurfei?i^nt, 
being  unprofitable;  whereas  time  is  very 
precious,  fliort,  and  uncertain;  therefore 
it  fhould  be  carefully  improved  to  the  foul's 
everlafting  advantage.  Moreover,  that  the 
youth  do  yield'  ftri(!l  and  careftil  obe4iience 
to  the  Divine  Monitor  within,  to  parents, 
and  all  thpfe  j^ho  have  the  tuje  over;  them, 
without,  carefully  to  Ihun  the  vain  unpro- 
fitable anaufements,  as  well  as  the  corrupt 
converfation  of  the  world :  earneftly  admo'**. 
nifliing  all,  to  avoid  every  thing  ia  theip, 
'drefs  and  a^idFei^,  which  might  have  the 
feaft  tendency  to  render  them  fuitable  for 
3^n  intercourfe,  league,  .or  amity  with"  the 
children  of  the  landj  or  of  a  depraved  de- 

gejierate 
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geinerJite  world,  that^  WalloTirs^  in|ISilu^fe^ 
and  gre^t  defilements,  left  riiHf'!Gb6^1d-bef 
drawn  afide,  as  Diridll  was,*"by  gmtt^'but 
to  fee  the  daughters  of  the.lkndj  and  ai  the^ 
Ihildren  of  Jfrael  weffe,'by  their  ■Woeful  iii^' 
timacy  with  the  daughters  of  Mdab  aild' 
Midi^.f  ^"Kea<f  "the  whole  chaptei';^  not 
forget'fiag  the  drdadful  fall'df  Solomon,'  ther 
wifeft'^'king,  who,  by  Gohtra(?tin^' intitnacy 
i^ith'  thofe  that  were  ftrangCi'S  to  Odd,'  antf 
his  holy  covenant,  came  to  hav6  his' heart 
drawn  a: way  from  the  living  and  true  God^' 
who  had  appeai'ed  to  him  in  Gibeon;  anti 
fo  greatly  debafed'himfelf,  as  to  boW  dbWh' 
to  their  paltry  dumb  tdols.  Time  wotiltf 
fail  to  recapitulate  bn'e'half  of  themotit^fu? 
inftanides  recorded  in  the  holy  fcrij)ttiTes,- 
and  other  authentic  accounts,  con'eferniha^ 
the  hurtful  cdnfequences  of  God's' '  pisoplif 
mixing  and  joining  v^ith  the  natiohs-.  M 
is  their  fafety  to  be  feparate,  and,  to-  dweK 
aloiie.:}:  "  V      '     ' 

"-'  Our  youth  have  been  alfS  highryfaivoiiretl 
with  a  living  powerful '  miniftry,  whieh 
hath  often  reached^,  the  Witnejk  of  God  m  their 
hearts.  Whaf  a  wonderful  favour  is  this'T 
when  we^confider  that  tihe'greateft  p^^o# 
Chriftendom,  almbft  ever  finee  the  apome^ 
days,  have  deprived^  themfelves  thefebf,'  by 
fubftiituting  human  wifdom  arid  learining^in' 
113  place ;    fo'  that  the  pari'tirig  tbirfty  fotol 

■*  *Gen4  503HV.  I,     fNumb.  sxv.      J  Numb,  sxiii.  9>- 


to  Parents  and  Children.  1 7 

<!:ould  meet  with  little  from  their  minifters, 
but  the  muddy  naufeous  waters  of  Babylon 
to  drink;  neither  eould  they  dire<5l  to  th6 
paftures  of  Ghrift's  flock;  but  cpunfel  was 
darkened  by  a  multitude  of  words  without 
knowledge,  and  the  commandments  of  God 
made  void"  by  the  precepts,  inventions,  and 
injun<5lions  of  men.  What  a  blefled  time 
is  your  lot  caft  in,  even  when  evangelical 
Light  and  Truth  hath  difcovercd  itfelf  itt 
perfedl  purity !  Oh !  that  our  youth  would 
confidcr  and  deeply  ponder  in  their  hearts, 
that  notwithftanding  the  great  and  earneft 
labours  many  vFays  bellowed  in  godly  love 
and  zeal  for  the  whole  fociety's  prefervation 
in  the  way  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  yet 
very  forrowful  and  obvious  hath  been  the 
declenfton  in  pradlice  of  many  amongll  us. 
A  mournfiil  inundation  of  undue  liberties 
has  flowed  in ;  many  have  made  grievous 
advances  in  thofe  corrupt  perifhing  plea- 
fures,  and  trifling  amufements,  which  our 
truly  pious  predecefTors  t^hofly  denied,  and 
turned  their  backs  upon,  and  have  left  us 
large  and>  lively  teftimonies,  by  way  of 
warning  and  caution,  icarefuUy  to  avoid 
being  entangled  with  fuch  yokes  of  bon- 
4age.  All  thefe  things  have  prevailed  for 
want  of  abiding  in  the  fear  of  God,  and 
duly  Confidering  that  he  is  ever  prefent,  be- 
holding all  our  words  and  anions,  be  they 
ever  fo  much  concealed  from  the  view  of 
mortals;    yet    he    knows   them   altogether. 
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When  the  mind  is  fufjered  to  turn  ta  hi§ 
pure  "VV"itners  in  the  heart,  we  find  repriiof,- 
corredlion,  and  judgment,  for  giving  way 
to  wrong  things :  and  as  the  youth  abide  in 
fubje6lion  thereunto,  they  will  be  afraid  to 
tranfgreis  its  pure  law  in  the  mind ;  which 
they  will  find  agree  exa<5lly  with  tfie  pre^-' 
cepts  and  injuiad:ipns  recorded  in  holy  writ, 
refpedting  their  duty  td  God,  to  their  pa- 
'  rents,  and  all  mankind. 

The  reafon  why  many^  who  fee  their  du-* 
ty,  fail  in  the  performance,  is  their  depart-* 
ing  from  the  perfect  law^of  liberty,  and  of 
the  Spirit  of  life  in  their*  minds.  They 
may  be  informed  concerning,  their  duty  by 
outward  means  and  law :  but  the  ability  is 
only  to  be  found  arifing  from  the  inward 
law,  agreeable  to  Rom.  viii.  2.  "  \ov  the 
"  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus^ 
*'  hath  made  me  free  from  the  law  of  fin 
"  and  death."  In  obedience  and  humble 
fubjedlion  to  this  holy  law,  youth  would 
enjoy  that  pure  peace,  heavenly  ferenity, 
and  fweet  confolation  of  foul,  which  infinitely 
furpafleth  all  the  treafures  and  pleafures  of 
the  earth;  and  would  have  a  well-grounded 
hope  of  a  happy  eternity.  It  -is  the  adver- 
fary  that  leads  to  that  obduracy  and  felf- 
willed  rebellious  ftate  of  mind,  to  be  ob- 
ferved  in  fome  of  the  you^th,  who,  by  their 
tincontroulable  difpofitions,  adminifter  great 
ibrrow  and  anxiety  to  their  parents  and 
friends,  being  puffed  up  with  vain  conceits 
iii  their  unexperienced  minds,  that  they  are- 
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nioi:e  capable  of  judging  for  themftlves, 
than  thbfe^  of  greater  experience  are  for 
them;  by  reafon  whereof  too  many,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  have  rulhed  on  to  the  ruin  of 
body  and  fotfl.  ' 

Very  great  is  the  danger  when  the  young 
and  unexperienced  are  proud  and  opinionated. 
This  naturally  raifcs  above  inftru(fi:ionj  put^^ 
ting  them  out  of  the  way  of  beiijg  truly 
profitable,  either  to  themfelves,  or  others, 
Such,  imlefs  their  hearts  are  mercifully 
turned  by  a  fupernatural  power,  are  never 
likely  to  be  fit  for  governing  families,  or 
to  a<fl  as  memberg  in  the  church  of 'God. 
Seeing,  ixnlefs  their  unmordfied  wills  and. 
tempers  arCifiibmitted  to  (however  unreafon- 
able)  they  will  break  the  peace  of  focietyj 
and  violate  the  wholefbme  or/ier  thereof, 
being  like  the  unfubjecfled  bulls  of  Bafhao; 

When  any  alTume  the  outward  form  'of 
religion,  and;  take  upon  them  to  be  adlive 
riiembers,  without  a  change  of  heart,  they 
prove  a  painful  burden  to  living  members ; 
neither  can  fuch  make  fuitable  help-mates 
as  hufbands  or  wives;  nor  can  they  in  that^ 
ftate  ■  rightly  fill  up  thehcaiqurable  ftations, 
of  parents,  mafters  and  miftrelTes,  friends, 
neighbours,  or  tradefmen.^  I  do  therefore, 
in  much  affedlion,  and  defire  for  the  wel- 
fare of  tender  youth,  caution  and  ■v^arn 
them  carefully  to  avoid  the  company  and 
converfatio]!i  of  fuch,  though  under  the 
fame  profeffion ;  who  difregard  their  parents, 
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and  thofe  who  have  the  rule  over  themj 
•who  flight  or  fpeak  contemptuoufly  of  their 
betters,  fuch  as  minifters  and  elders,  &c. 
or  of  the  Chriftian  advices  frequently  given' 
forth  by  the  yearly  and  other  meetings,  or 
of  the  -wholefoine  difcipline  eftabliihed 
amongft  us  as  a  people  in  the  wifdom  of 
truth :  do  not  join  fuch  in  marriage,  how- 
ever great  the  outward  profpedl  may  appear  j 
for  tender  religious  minds  cannot  be  happy 
with  fuch  in  that  connexion.  And  as  the 
fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wifdom, 
and  that  v^hich  makes  and  keeps  the  heart 
clean,  learn  it  in  tender  age ;  by  it  you  will 
be  taught  to  remember  your  Creator  in  the 
days  of  your  youth,  and,  agreeable  to  the 
injundlion  of  our  blefled  Lord,  to  feek  firft 
the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteeufnefs, 
^nd  all  things  neceflary  here  will  be  added. 
Divine  wifdoin»  as  it  is  regarded,  will  di- 
redl  your  ftep§,  in  the  courfe  of  this  fiiort 
pilgrimage,  in  the  choice  of  proper  help- 
mates, and  all  other  aflfairs  pf  confequence. 

The  fame  watchful  Providence  will  be 
over  yo\>  in  care,  guidance,  and  prote^ion, 
if  you  look  to  it,  which  attended  thofe  who 
lived  in  his  fea,rj|  a,s  yoi^  may  read  in  the 
holy  fcriptures. 

It  greatly  behoves  you  to  look  diligently 
to  the  foot-fteps  of  Chrift's  companions, 
who  walked  with  him  through  many  tribu- 
lations, having  wafhed  their  robes,  and 
made  them  white  it^  t;he  bipod  of  the  Lamb. 

Be 
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Be  truly  contented  ■with  tha;t  low,  humble, 
ielf-denying  way  which  yoiu  f^  they  v/alked 
in;  you  can  never  mend  it.  If  you  feek 
more  liberty  than  that  allows  of,  it  will  only 
bring  npon  you  darknefs,  pain,  and  vexati* 
on  of  fpirit.  Take  notice  of  friends  writ- 
ings in  early  times,  and  for  a  confiderable 
number  of  years,  how  wonderfully,  the 
j)Ower  and  love  of  God  was  with  them  and 
how  marvelloufly  they  were  protedled 
amidft  the  raging  foaming  waves  of  earthly 
powers,  combined  to  lay  wafle  the  heritage. 
What  e^icouraging  and  excellent  accounts 
had  they  to  leave  upon  record  for  us,  con- 
cerning the  mighty  powerful  averlhadow* 
ing  of  the  canopy  of  heavenly  love  and  life 
in  their  religious  affemblits,  and  of  the  glo* 
ry  q£  God  fliining  forth  amongft  them! 
This,  through  the  mercy  of  God,  is  nbt 
departed ;  though  there  have  been  fome  re- 
Kkoves  thereof. 

Dearly  beloved  youth  ••  Lay  to  hearL  the 
great  flaeknefs  of  zeal  which  appeals  ixi  too 
many ;  the  dimnels,  iiatnefs,  and  the  pain- 
ful gloominefs,  which  fpreads  itfelf  over 
our  a,ffemblie&  in  this  our  day,  Itiard  to 
bre^k  through^  many  times  depriving  us  of 
the  heavenly  places  in  Chriftjefus  our  Lord! 
k  is  not  of  Him  we  are  in  this  condition, 
but  it  certainly  is  our  own  fault,  becaufe 
wrong  things  are  fujGfered  to  prevail.  Oh! 
that  our  youth  may  be  ftirred  up  in  a  godly 
zeal  to  cry  out  fervently  with  the  prophet 
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Eliflia,  «  Where,  is  the  Lord  God  of  Eli-- 
*'  jah?*"  And  to  be  as  vigilant  as  he  in 
ardent  endeavours  to  be  eiidiied  -with  the 
fame  Spirit,  to  fuceeea  thofe  honourable 
worthier  vpho  are  removed  from  works  ta 
receive'  a  blelTed  reward.  Confider  the  bu- 
finefs  of  your  day  is- to  come  up  in  a  faith- 
ful fucceffion,  mztintaining  the  caufe  and 
teftimony  of  God,-  left  with  you  by  your 
anceftors,  or  thofe  who  are  rembved  as 
above.  3tand  faft  therefore  in  the  liberty 
purchafed  for  you  by  great  fufferings,  and 
fhedding  of  innocent  blood  j  be  afraiid  to; 
trample  thereon;  which  all  certainly  do, 
who  turn  away  from  the  truth,  as  it  was'^ 
received,  held  forth,  an,d  maintained  by 
them.  May  it  be  very  precious  in  your 
feyes  from  generation  t^  generation,  until 
time  ihall  be  no  more !  Thoie  who  other'- 
wife  efteem  it,  turning  their  backs  there- 
upon, violating  the  bleffed  teftimony  thereof 
in  its  feveral  branches,  will  (unlefs  they 
repent)  be  wholly  rejefted  and  caft^off,  a^ 
being  unworthy  of  fo  great  an  honour,  as 
that  of  holding  forth  a  ftandard  of  truth 
and  righteoufnefs  to  the  nations ;  and  others 
will  be  called  and  chofen  for  that  great  and 
glorious  work:  yea,  the  Lord  is  able  to 
raife  up  of  thofe  who  may  be  compared  toi 
the  ftones,  and  to  make  them  Abraham's 
children,  by  doing  his  works ;  while  thofe, 
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,who  might  have  been  the  children  of  the 
kingdom,  may  by  difobedience  provoke 
.him  to  exclude  them. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  affe<Slionate  addrefs 
■to    our   youth  with  the  words    of   Ghrift, 
(by  his  faithful  fervant  John,  to  the  church 
in  Philadelphia,  "  Behold  I  come  quickly; 
"  hold  that  faft  which  thou  haft,  th,at  no 
-'  man  take  thy  crown.      Him  that  over*- 
*'  Cometh,  will  I  make  a  pillar  in  the  tem- 
"  pie    of   my    God,    and   he   Ihall  go  no 
*'  more   out;    and   I  v?ill  write  upon  him 
"  the  name  of  my  God,  and  the  name  of 
**  the    city    of    my    God,    'which  is  New. 
*'  Jerufalem^    which    cometh  down  out  of 
"  heaven  from  my  God :  and  I  will  write 
"  upon  him  my  new  name.*" 


CHAPTER    II, 

Containing  fome  brief  Obfervations  con^ 
cerning  the  Nature  and  NECEsaiTY 
of  the  N£w  Birth. 

TH  E  ftanding  dodlrine  preached  by 
our  J^ord  Jefus  Ghrift  to  Nicodemus, 
of  the  neceflity  of  being  born  again,  John 
iii.  3 — 8.  and  what  is  delivered  by  John 
|he  JBaptift  concerning  the  baptifm  of  Chrift 
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with  Ae  Holy  Ghoft  and  fire,*  beiftg  the 
fame  in  fubftance,  which  is  alfo  {et  forth  by 
the  prophet  Malachi,  under  the  lively  me- 
taphors of  a  refiner  s  fire^  a  purifier  of  Jilver^ 
and  fuller's  foap,\  with  many  other  paflages 
©f  like  import  in  holy  writ,  although  of  the 
utmoft  confequence  to  be  rightly  underftood, 
weightily  confidered,  and  deeply  pondered 
by  all,  is  by  the  generality  much  overlook- 
ed, and  amazingly  negledied.  That  whica 
alone  can  lay  a  fure  foundation  for  happi^ 
nefs,  both  in  time  and  eternity,  is  hardly 
thought  of  by  many  with  defire,  or  even 
with  any  degree  of  lerioufnefs ;  unlefs  it  be 
to  Ihun  and  evade  the  force  of  that  power, 
^which  thereby  would  feparate  them  from 
their  beloved  lufts  and  fieflaly  gratifications. 
In  order  to  efFecfl  this,  many  and  exceeding- 
ly abfurd  have  been  the  conjedlures  aud 
dreams  of  a  great  part  of  mankind ;  but  all 
to  Ihun  the  crofs ;  that  corrupt  felf,  with  all 
its  feeming  rich  treafure  and  adorning, 
might  be  faved.  This  felf,  in  many,  has 
been  more  fond  of  a  religious  kind  of  orna*- 
mcAt  and  treafure,  than  thoif  of  any  other 
fort ;  towards  whom  the  fubtile  transformer 
hath  not  been  wanting  plentifully  to  furnifh 
all  thofe  mrinds  who  have  a  ri^ligious  turn. 
Antichrift,  as  an  eminent  f  author  obferves, 
can  bring  forth  in  his  church  a  likenefs  or 
imitation  of  every  thing  that  is  to  be  found 
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\n  Sion.  O  then !  how  ^  greatly  it  behdves 
mankind  to  prefs  after  a  certainty ;  fince  no- 
thing can  poffibly  center  the'  foul  in  a  more 
deplorable  ftate,  than  a  miftake  of  this 
kind. 

But  fome  are  apt  to  doubt  Whether  fuch 
a  thing  as  an  infallible  evidence  of  owt 
adoption  is  attainable  here;  though' fo  fujly 
affer^d  in  the  holy  fcriptures.  This  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  W;ith  refpe(ft  to  thofe  whd 
are  in  the  natural,  unrenewed  ftate;  feeing 
the  natural  man,  according  to  Paul's  doc- 
trine, i'  underftandeth  not  the  things  of  the 
/'  Spirit  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  he 
**  know  them,  becaufe  they  are  fpiritualjy 
*'  difcerned.*"  But  I  am  perfuaded  nonpj^ 
who  have  really  experienced  the  new  birth, 
remain  doubtful  or  fcrupulous  concerning 
this  important  truth.  It  feems  to  me  alto- 
gether unreafbnable  to  fuppofe  Infinite 
GoOdnefs,  who"  knows  the  fallibility  and 
great  weaknefs  of  his  creature  man,  lliould 
leave  any,  whofe  hearts  "are  fully  devoted  to 
yield  obedience  to  his  will,  in  a  ftate  liable 
to  miftake  the  fame,  or  in  any  wife  igndrant 
of  his  divine  approbation,  oipoli  a  careful 
difcharge  of  their  duty  to  him.'i  -This  holy 
evidence  in  faithful  fouls  is  indeed  the  white 
ftone,  and  in  it  a  new  name  written,  which 
none  know  fave  thofe  who  receive  it ;  being 
•an  afturance  that  their  names  are  written  in 

E  -    heaven; 
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keaven :  from  whence  arifes  a  joy,  \vhicli  is 
viiifpeakabk  and  full  of  glory. 

A  fenfc  of  the  wrath  of  God  againft  evil, 
doth  often  make  deep  impreffions  upon  thq; 
minds  of  many  ;  fb  that  they  in  painful  re- 
morfe  are  ready  to  cry  out  for  mercy  and 
forgivenefs  of  their  fins.  And  feeing  this 
lenfibility  upon  the  mind  of  man,  that  he 
hath  difpleafed  his  Creator-,  neither  doth  nor 
can  proceed  from  any  thing  in  man,  but  the 
pure  witnefs  of  God  placed  there;  fo  it  is 
quite  reafonable  to  conclude,  that  this  di- 
vine Witnefs,  upon  our  faithfully  difcharg- 
ing  the  duty  we  owe  to  God,  according  to 
its  difcoveries,  will  irfiiprefs  our  minds  with 
a  fweet  fenfe  of  divine  approbation,  agreea- 
ble to  Rom.  viii.  16.  "  The  Spirit  itfelf 
"  beareth  witnefs  with  our  fpirit,  that  we 
"  are  the  children  of  God."  With  many 
other  pafTages  in  holy  writ  of  like  import. 

When  any  are  really  difpofed  to  be  reli- 
gious, great  care  fhould  be  taken  in  their 
firfl  fetting  out.  Many  have  been  marred 
upon  the  wheel,  for  want  of  patience  to  en- 
dure proper  tempering ;  endeavouring  to  be 
formed  info  veffels,  before  they  have  pafTed 
through  the  necefTary  operation.  This  has 
been  for  want  of  thoroughly  knowing  them- 
felves.  For  every  thing  that  appertains  to 
the  creaturely  will,  and  forwardnefs  of  de- 
fire  to  choofe  and  a6l  for  itfelf,  muft  die  up-c 
on  the  crofs ;  therefore  there  mufl  be  a  re- 
maining, as  a  chaos  without  form  and  void, 

to 
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to  endure  all  forts  of  florms  and  tempefts, 
until  the  efFedive  Woi;d  faith,  Let  there  be 
light!  making  by  his  own  power  a  perfect: 
feparation  between  the  light  and  darknefs  in 
the  little  world,  (viz.  man)  as  he  did  in  the 
great  world.  Until  this  is  really  experienc- 
ed, man  is  not  in  a  condition  to  be  placed 
upon  the  wheel,  to  be  formed  into  a  veffel 
of  honour.  But  there  muft  be  a  time  for 
drying,  and  enduring  the  furnace. 

Thefe  wonderful  operations,  which  I 
.have,  in  an  allegorical  way,  only  juft  touch- 
ed upon,  muft  necefTarily  make  very  deep  and 
lafting  impreffions  upon  all,  who  have  been 
fo  happy  as  fo  far  to  experience  the  nature 
of  that  regeneration,  without  which  none 
can  fee  the  kingdom  of  God.  When  any 
are  come  thus  far,  -there  will  be  no  occafion 
to  mdke  ufe  of  dreams  and  uncertain  con- 
jedtures  in  forming  a  judgment  concerning 
their  adoption.  That  divine  birth  which  is 
raifed  in  them,  naturally  cries,  Abba,  Fa- 
ther !  leaving  them  no  room  to  doubt,  when 
he  is  pleafed  to  appear  (which  they  are 
taught  to  wait  in  the  patience  for)  of  their 
having  pafTed  from  death  unto  life ;  or  being 
trknflated  from  under  the  power  of  darknefs 
into  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ; 
which  confifteth  in  righteoufnefs,  and  peace, 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

The  great  danger  of  man's  ^Deing  deceived 
lies  in  the  m'yfterious  workings  of  Satan^ 
who  has  a  ftrong  hold  in  thofe,  who,  upon 

their 
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their  firft  awakening  by  the  call  of  Chrift, 
have  not  fuflered.  his  power  lb  far  to  prevail, 
4s  to  make  them  willing  to  part  with  all  for 
his  fake.  There  is  ibmething  exceedingly 
rcludlant  in  the  ftrong  fpirit  and  will  of 
man,  to  the  falling  into  nothingnefs  of  felf, 
and  be  wholly  given  up  tq  be  guided  and 
upheld  by  another.  This  in  part  arifes  from 
the  excellency  of  his  frame,  and  nobility  of 
his  underftanding,  who  finds  himfplf  in 
naturals  capable  qf  efFedling  great  things, 
{knd  knows  not,'  till  his  eyes  are  opened  and 
enlightened  from  above,  but  that  he  is 
equally  capable  of  comprehending  what  re- 
lates to  him  concerning  the  world  to  come. 
Inftead  therefore  of  wholly  ^eafing  from  his 
own  will,  and  relying  altogether  upon  the 
guidanpe  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  he  is  very  apt 
%o  be  adlive,  and  irnagines  God  will  be  pleafr- 
ed  w:ith  his  diligence,  in  the  performance  of 
what  he  apprehends  to  be  religious  duties ; 
fuch  as  prayipg,  finging,  preaching,  or 
eagerly  feeking  to  jqin  others  in  thofe  per- 
formances ;  often  telling  his  experiences, 
and  hearing  thofe  of  others.  Whereas  it 
would  be  abundantly  more  pleafmg  tq  the 
Almighty,  and  prqfitable  to  himfelf,  to  lay 
jiis  mouth  in  the  dufl,  filently  to  commune 
with  his  own  heart,  and  be  (till,  until'  it 
■fhall  pleafe  the  Lord  to  lend  forth  his  light 
and  his  truth,  that  the  poor  helplefs  crea- 
ture mky  move  and  a6l  in  a  religious  fenfe, 
l^itli   an   underftanding  infoimed  thereby: 
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feeing  every  thing  that  is  dpne  in  religion 
and  worfhip,  without  the  fenfible  guidance 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  will-worfhip  and 
idolatry  ;  for  if  the  Spirit  of  Chrifl  doth  not 
move  and  adluate  us  in  religious  perfor- 
mances, we  are  liable  to  the  influences  of 
the  fpirit  of  antichrift. 

Yet  fonie  perhaps,  by  way  of  excufe  for 
their  not  being  influenced  by  the  Spirit  of 
Trvith  in  their  religion,  are  ready  to  call  it 
enthufiafm  and  prefumption  in  thofe  who 
afTert  the  neceffity  thereof,  feeming  to 
imagine  there  is  no  fuch  thing  in  our  time 
to  be  relied  upon ;  yet  they  will  readily  own 
it  was  fo  in  the  apoftles  days.  But  they  can 
give  no  good  reafon  why  the  fame  divine 
power  and  efficacy  fhould  forfake  the  true 
church;  lince  mankind  have  equal  need 
thereof,  and  the  nature  of  God's  difpenfa- 
tion  is  now  the  fame  as  it  was  then. 

Common  prudence  teacheth  us  to  examine 
ftridtiy  into  the  clearnefs  and  validity  of  our 
titles  to  earthly  eftates,  that  we  may  be  fully 
fatisfied  we  are  not  deceived  or  impofed  up* 
on  by  falfe  glofles  and  fpecious  pretences. 
Shall  we  be  lefs  felicitous  about  that  which  is 
of  infinitely  greater  moment;  viz.  our  title 
to  an  everlafting  inheritance?  Man  fliould 
be  very  jealous  over  his  own  heart,  which 
15  apt  to  be  partial  towai*ds  iffelfj  and, 
through  the  transformation  of  Satan,  to 
footh  and  flatter  him  into  an  apprehenfion 
^hat  he  is  in  the  way  to  everlafting  happi- 
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nefs,  when  in  reality  it  is  quite  otherwife. 
But,  alas !  his  criterion  to  form  a  judgment 
of  himfelf  by,  may  be  the  fame  as  that  of 
the  Pharifee,  who  went  up  to  the  temple  to 
pray,  or  rather  to  recapitulate  his  own  fup- 
pofed  excellencies.  He  perhaps  meafures 
himfelf  hy  himfelf,  or  by  comparing  his 
principles  and  condudl  in  life  with  thofe  of 
others ;  whereas  nothing  Ihould  be  received 
as  a  ftandai'd  in  this  very  important  cafe, 
but  the  ftamp  of  divine  approbation  upon 
the  heart;  agreeable  to  Rom.  viii.  14,  15, 
16.  "  For  as  many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit 
*'  of  God,  they  are  the  fons  of  God.  For 
*'  ye  have  not  received  the  fpirit  of  bondage 
*'  again  to  fear;  but  ye  have  received  the 
*'  fpirit  of  adoption,  whereby  we  cry,  Ab- 
*'  ba.  Father.  The  Spirit  itfelf  beareth 
*'  witnefs  with  our  fpirit,  that  we  are  th|' 
"  children  of  God." 

Having  offered  a  few  hints  by  way  of 
caution,  in  order  that  all  into  whofe  hands  . 
this  Ihall  come  may  examine  themfelves 
without  partiality,  left  they  fall  inadvertent- 
ly into  an  irretrievable  miftake  refpedling 
the  eternal  Salvation  of  their  own  Souls,  I 
Ihall  now  endeavour  to  fet  forth,,  from  mine 
own  ExpeHence,  a  little  of  the  Nature  of 
that  New  Birth,  without  which  none  can 
fee  the  Kingdom  of  God ;  confequently  are 
no  true  Members  of  his  Church,  which  is 
his  Kingdom,  and  frequently  called  Hea- 
ven, and  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  in  the 

holy 


of  the  New  Birth »  3 1 

holy  Scriptures.  It  cannot  therefore  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  a  perfon  wholly  unrggenerate 
can  be  properly  qualified  for  the  performance 
of  any.  religious  duty,  or  even  the  leaft  fer- 
vice  in  that  kingdom,  which  he  doth  not  fo 
much  as  fee. 

I  have,  by  experience  from  my  childhood, 
found  two  fpirits  or  feeds  driving  in  me  for 
maftery  or  rule :  I  have  difcovered  them  to 
be  irreconcileable  enemies  one  to  the  other ; 
and  that  I  could  not  ferve  them  both  at  the 
iame  time.  I  had  an  underftanding  given 
me,  whereby  I  knew  one  of  thofe  feeds  was 
a  meafure  of  the  All-powerful  Inexhauftible 
Source  of  Goodnefs ;  and  the  other,  which 
had  indeed  in  a  manner  leavened  the  whole 
lump,/  was  of  a  wicked  and  diabolical  na- 
ture. By  means  of  this  corrupt  leavea,  I 
had  a  ftrong  bias  to  evil  of  many  kinds; 
never-thelefs,  I  often  found  the  good  ftriking 
at  the  evil,  as  an  ax  laid  to  the  root  thereof, 
agreeable  to  Matt.  iii.  10.  in  order  to  deftroy 
that  which  deprived  the  Heir  of  alf  things 
of  his  inheritance.  I  was, long  in  a  kind  of 
fufpence,  unrefolved  which  to  join  with; 
yet  faw  all  depended  upon  my  deternunatir 
on,  and  that  I  had  full  power  of  choice. 
On  the  one  hand,  when  the  awakening  vifi-' 
tations  of  God's  Spirit  were  upon  me,  it 
appeared  very  dreadful  to  provoke  an  Om- 
nipotent Being,  of  unmerited  kindnefs  and 
mercy,  to  caft  my  foul  into  everlafting  per- 
dition. '  On  the  other  hand,  efpecially  when 
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thofe  bleffed  impreflions  were  fomewhat 
worn  off,  it  was  next  to  death  itfelf  to  yield 
up  all  my  fenfual  gratifications,  and  to  ex- 
pofe  myfelf  to  the  fcorn  and  contempt  of 
the  world.  However,  in  procefs  of  time, 
the  Lord  in  gracious  condefcenfion  broke  in 
upon  my  foul,  by  his  judgments  mixed 
with  mercy,  in  fuch  a  powerful  manner,  as 
that  I  was  made  willing  to  yield  up  there- 
unto, come  life  or  death.  For  indeed  I 
looked  for  nothing  elfe  at  that  time,  but 
really  expelled  my  frail  body  would  fink 
down  under  the  weight  of  that  unfpeakable 
diftreis  which  was  upon  me,  and  that  my 
finful  foul  muft  be  centered  in  a  ftate  of 
everlafting  mifery.  Now  the  cry  was,  with 
Saul,  afterwards  Paul,  with  trembling  and 
aftonifhment,  "  Lord!  what  wilt  thou  have 
*'  me  to  do  ?*"  There  was  no  holding  back, 
pr  fecret  referve  then,  but  whatever  was 
called  for  was  given  up  with  all  readinefs : 
this  being  all  I  could  then  do.  As  to  per- 
forming religious  duties,  I  had  them  all  to 
learn,  though  I  had  been  trained  up  from 
my  infancy  in  a  ftridl  religious  way  by  god- 
ly parents.  But  the  very  beft  outward  helps, 
and  the  moft  confiftent  fet  of  religious  prin- 
ciples, only  profefl^ed,  cannot  at  all  enrich 
the  foul  with  heavenly  grace. 

By  carefully  inquiring  as  above,  I  foon 
clqarly  perceived  my  bufinefs  was  to  watch 
and  pray  continually;    to  commune  with 
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inirit  own  heart,  or  the  Witnefs  of  God 
therein,  that  I  might  receive  frefh  inftrudi- 
on  and  help  as  I  had  need.  Self-denial,  and 
taking  up  the  crofs  daily,  was  to  be  my 
conflant  employ;  in  the  doing  whereof  1 
had  much  inward  peace  and  comfort,  and  a 
well-grounded  hope  that  I  fliould  thereby 
find,  in  the  Lord's  time^  the  body  of  fin 
fo  weakenedj  as  that  the  yoke  of  Chrifi 
would  become  eafy,  and  his  burden  light.  - 

In  order  to  a  happy  progrefs  in  the  life  of 
l-eligion,  the  great  thing  is,  by  abiding  in 
the  Divine  Light,  to  preferve  a  clear  and 
diftinguifhing  fenfibility  between  the  flelh 
and  the  Spirit.  There  is  no  doing  this  with- 
out great  care  and  fteady  attention  of  mind 
upon  the  Divine  Gift,  If  the  eye  goes  from 
this,  it  is  blinded  by  the  darknefs ;  then  the 
man  is  liable  to  be  mifled  by  a  counterfeit 
light,  and  various  refemblances,  which  Sa- 
tan will  cafl  in  his  way  for  guidance  and 
inflrudion,  perfuading  him  all  is  well  and 
right.  To  be  fo  mifled  ^  and  therein  elta- 
blifhed,  is  a  truly  deplorable  flate ;  it  being 
very  unlikely  fuch  fhould  ever  be  perfuaded 
to  believe  they  are  miftaken,  as  they  often 
deride  whatever  appears  doubtful  concern- 
ing their  religion  and  worihipi  This  was 
evidently  the  cafe  with  a  fet  of  profelTors  of 
Uncommon  outward  fandlity  and  pundtual 
exad^nefs  in  the  exteriors  of  their  religion, 
in  the  time  of  our  Saviour's  perfonal  appear- 
ance Upon  earth;    notwithftanding  which, 
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thefe  very  people  appeared  to  be  the  moflf 
inveterate  enemies  he  had  aijiangft  mankinds 
Seeing  therefore  frail  mortals  are  liable  to 
fiich  dangerous  miftakes,  how  exceedingly 
circuntafped:  and  watchful  ought  all  to  be! 
and  what:  frequent  and  ftriiSl  fcrutinies 
Ought  they  to  make  into  the  (late  of  their 
own  hearts !  which  can  be  known  no  other- 
wife  by  any,  but  as  the  LorcJ.  is  pleafed  to* 
lead  forth  his  heart^fcarching  light.  This 
is  a  high  favour,  which  none  receive  but 
thojfe  who  are  turned  from  the  darknefs,  and 
are  fervently  concerned  to  put  away  all  the 
works  thereof.  Very  grofs  is  the  deception 
of  thofe,  who  imagine  the  work  of  their 
converlxon  to  be  an  inftantaneous  Work. 
This  ca:n  be  nothing  elfe  but  a  delufion  of 
Satan,  to  fettle  people  at  reft  in  a  ftate  of 
felf-fecurity  as  foon  as  he  can.  Oh !  what  a 
length  of  time  it  takes,  to  work  out  that  re- 
bellious, ftiff-necked,  backfliding  nature, 
which  Was  born  in  Bgypt,  before  the  new 
generation  is  raifed  up,  that  is  fit  to  enter 
the  promifed  land! 

From  what  is  before  hinted,  it  may  be 
underftood,  that  the  Good  Seed,  or  Heaven- 
ly Principle,  arifiiig  into  afcendency  in  us 
ever  the  evil  feed  or  principle,  and  leavening 
the  three  meafures  of  meal  into  its  own  na- 
ture, is  efTehtiatly  a  being  born  again,  or 
with  water  and  the  Spirit,  or  being  baptized 
with  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  fire ;  or  man's  en- 
during the  operation  of  the  refiner's  fire, 
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fuUer's  foap,  and  being  piiiifted  as  filver; 
all  which  metaphors  fignif^f  to  uSj  ip  a  v6i:y 
inftru(5live  manner,  the  different  pferations 
of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  which  is  to  the  willing 
foul  fometimes  as  water,  to  wafh  and  bathe 
in,  and  alfo  to  drink  of  fieely;  at  other 
times  as  a  refiner's  fire,  to  purge  away  the 
filth  and  drofs,  that  man  may  be  as  pure 
gold,  prepared  to  receive  the  image  and  fu- 
perfcription  of  the  King  of  Heaven;  that 
fo,  where-ever  he  goes,  or  whatever  he  doth, 
all  who  have  their  eyes  opened  m.ay  fee 
whofe  fubjedl  he  is. 

It  is  very  obfervable,  that  the  prophet 
Malachi,  when  he  had  elegantly  fet  forth 
the  nature  of  the  nqw  birth,  breaks  out  in 
the  fourth  verfe  of  the  third  chapter  on  this 
wife:  "  Then  fliall  the  offerings  of  Judah 
*'  and  Jerufalem  be  pleafant  unto  the  Lord, 
*'  as  in  the  days  of  aid,  and  as  in  former 
"  years;"  w;hich  clearly  implies  man's,  un- 
acceptable ftate  with  his  Maker  in  any  reli-r 
gious  performances,  until  he  hath  previoufly 
known  the  cleanfing  and  refining  operations 
before-mentioned.  What  then  will  become 
of  tlrofe  who  have  intruded  themfelves  into 
religious  fervices,  and  amongft  his  faithful 
•followers,  not  having  on  the  wedding-gar- 
ment! who  would  pafs  for  his  people,  yet 
cannot  find,  by  examining  the  ftate  of  their 
minds  refpedling  religion,  that  they  have 
trod  the  path  of  regeneration,  nor  paffed 
through  the  many  and  various  pangs  of  the 
j^ew  birth.  Whee 
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When  man  hath,  through  the  powerful 
prevalence  of  the  Divine  Principle,  obtained 
vidlory  in  a  good  degree  over  evil,  his  foul 
abounds  with  evidence  and  tokens  of  his 
happy  attainments,  through  the  Lord  Jefus. 
Chrift;  to  whom  with  the  Father,  through 
the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  praife, 
adoration,  and  thankfgiving,  are  offered  up 
as  incenfe  with  acceptance;  he  enjoys  an 
abundant  flow  of  heavenly  love,  to  thofe 
efpecially  of  the  fame  lineage,  begotten  of 
the  fame  Everlafl;ing  Father,  agreeable  to 
I  John  iii,  14.  "  We  knowf  that  we  have 
*'  paffed  from  death  unto  life,  becaufe  we 
*'  love  the  brethren."  It  is  then  become  as 
his  meat  and  drink  to  do  the  will  of  God; 
he  looks  with  indifference  upon  worldly  en- 
joyment, when  compared  with  religion  and 
the  weighty  concerns  thereof;  his  body, 
foul,  and  outward  fubftance  are  offered  up 
to  the  Great  Giver;  being  given  up  to  fpend 
and  to  be  fpent  for  the  promotion  of  truth, 
according  to  the  degree  of  its  requirings ; 
careful  that  all  he  doth  may  tend  to  God's 
glory.  Thefe  particulars,  and  much  more " 
than  I  can  fet  forth,  are  done  from  the  mature 
refvilt  of  a  well-informed  underftanding  and 
found  judgment,  which  cannot  fail  of  pro- 
ducing great  peace  and  heavenly  folace, 
whereby  he  is  mightily  encourag;ed  to  per- 
fevere. 

Oh!  that  mankind  would  but  come  clear- 
ly to  fee  the  neceffity  pf  beginning  in  the 
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Spirit,  and  walking  therein,  agreeable  to 
the  advice  and  pradlice  of  the  primitive 
Ghriftians!  then  they  would  not  fulfil  the 
lufts  of  the  flefh.  The  fpirit  that  lufleth  to 
envy,  and  feeks  vengeance,  would  be  flain. 
Here  outward  wars  and  fightings  would 
ceafe  of  couri^! ;  the  caufe  being  taken  away, 
the  effedl  would  be  qo  more.  A  felfilh 
covetovis  fpirit,  which  feeks  undue  advan- 
tage to  the  injury  of  others,  would  be  pvirg- 
ed  out.  Here  we  fhould  have  power  to  love 
our  neighbours  as  ourfelves,  and  to  do  unto 
all  as  we  wquld  be  done  unto,  were  we  in 
their  fituation.  All  thefe,  and  many  more 
good  fruits,  would  fpring  vip  naturally  from 
the  new  creation  in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord. 
But  thofe  who  have  not  the  ground-work  in 
themfelves,  and  lack  the  virtues  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  which  are  fet  forth  in  the  fcriptures 
pf  truth,  are  blind,  and  cannot  fee  that  it  is 
poflible  to  attain  thofe  exalted  Chriftian  vir- 
tues now  as  it  was  in  the  apoftles  days ;  and 
therefore  imaginations,  dreams,  and  con- 
jedlures  abgund  amongft  outfide  Ghriftians 
(who  are  numerous)  concerning  the  way  and 
means  of  obtaining  that  falvation  which 
comes  only  by  being  born  from  above. 
Some  fay,  Lo !  here  is  Chrift !  Others  fay, 
Lo!  he  is  there!  but  ftill  evade  the  crofs. 
If  that  did  not  ftick  in  the  way,  they  would 
furely  embrace  the  right  thing,  as  it  is  fo 
fully  fet  forth  and  defcribed  in  the  holy 
fcriptures. 
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The  teftimonies  thereof  have  enforced, 
however,  an  aflent  to  the  truth  of  the  doc- 
trine of  tlie  new  birth,  both  in  Papifts  and' 
Proteftants.  But  alas!  their  apprehenlions 
concerning  its  nature  are  exceedingly  abfeure 
and  carnal,  making  the  fprinkling  of  in- 
fants with,  a  little  w^ter  (which  they  call 
baptifm)  effential  thereunto ;  nay,  the  man- 
ner of  their  expreffing  thejnfelves  on  this 
fubjedl,  in  the  confefTion  of  their  faith  to 
the  world,  feems  in  my  apprehenfion  to 
jnake  that  ceremony  all,  or  the  chief  that  is 
intended  by  being  born  from  above;  or  that 
die  operations  of  the  Spirit  for  that  end  are 
infallibly  connected  to  the  operation  of  wa- 
ter. Papifts  fay,  "  We  muft  believe  that 
*'  Jefus  Chrifb  has  inilituted  in  his  church 
*'  feven  facraments,  or  rnyflerious  figns  and 
*'  inflrumental  caufes  of  divine  grace  in  the 
*'  foul :  baptifm,  by  way  of  a  new  birth, 
**  by  which  we  are  made  children  of  God, 
*'  and  wafhed  from  fin:  confirmation,  by 
*'  which  we  receive  the  Holy  Ghoft  by  the 
*'  impofition  of  the  hands  of  the  fuccefTors 
<'  of  the  apoftles,  &c.*"  The  Proteftant 
Church  of  England  faith,  in  confelTmg  their 
faith  to  the  world,  "  In  my  b^-ptifm  (they 
*'^ean  fprinkling  infants)  wherein  I  was 
*'  made  a  member  of  Chrift,  the  child  of 
*'  God,  and  an  inheritor  of  the  kingdom  of 
*'  heaven."  After  an  infant  is  fprinkled, 
the  prieft  fays,  "  Seeing  now,  dearly  belov- 
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**  ed  brethren,  that  this  child  is/by  baptifm 
"  regenerate  and  grafted  into  the  body  of 
"  Chrift's  church,  let  Us  give  thanks,  &c.'* 
And  again,  "  We  yield  thee  mdft  hearty 
*'  thanks,  moft  merciful  Father,  that  it 
"  hath  pleafed  thee  to  regenerate  this  infant 
**  with  thy  Holy  Spirit,  to  receive  him  for 
*'  thy  own  child  by  adoption,  and  to  incor- 
*'  pof-ate  him  into  thy  holy  church.  Sac*" 

From  thefe  evafions  it  appears  man  hates 
death  to  felf,  and  had  rather  look  any  way 
than  that  which  is  likely  to  ftrip  him  of  all 
his  beloved  treafure;  though  if  he  was  not 
very  blind  and  ignorant  concerning  his  true 
interefl,  he  would  ealily  fee  that  his  fuppof- 
ed  lofs  Would  make  way  for  his  greateft  gain. 
However,  this  unhappy  reludlance  in  man 
to  the  true  way,  has  put  him  upon  ftrain- 
ing  his  invention,  to  find  an  eafier  way  to 
the  kingdom  of  felicity,  of  becoming  heir 
of  two  kingdoms;  of  ferving  God  and 
mammon,  though  we  are  afTured  that  is 
impoffible.  Many  would  fain  imagine,  that 
man  may  be  faved  merely  by  the  imputation 
of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs ;  which,  if  it  were 
true,  would  be  a  mighty  palatable  dodlrine 
to  a  multitude  of  jTelf-lovers.  Some,  whc 
do  not  fall  in  with  this  opinion,  bxit  believe 
they  muft  repent,  and  that  they  ought  tc 
experience  the  evil  purged  out  by  the  fpirit 
of  judgment  and  burning,  do  yet  put  of] 
this  great  work,  refting  with  a  kind  of  hope 

tha, 
*  Catechifm  and  Public  Baptifm. 


4«S  On  the  Nature  and  UeCtJ^ty 

that  they  fliall  be  fitted  for  everlafting  hap- 
pinefs  thereby  fome  time  before  they  g6 
hence ;  and  build  much  upon  the  great  mer- 
cy and  long-fufFering  of  the  Almighty, 
catching  eagerly  at  the  fudden  converfion  of 
Paul,  and  of  the  thief  upon  the  crpfs.  Oh  S 
how  exceeding  inconfiderate  are  flich  delays  \ 
A  faying  of  Chryfoftom  iS  worthy  to  bei 
noted,  viz.  "  God  promiffes  iliercy  to  peni- 
*'  tent  finners,  but  he  doth  not  promife 
*'  them,  that  they  fhall  have  fb  rtiuch  time 
*'  as  to-morrow  for  their  repentance!" 
Others  there  be,  who  imagine  converfion  is 
effefted  in  an  inflant ;  and  in  order  that  their 
deception  may  be  effedlual,  the  falfe  prophet 
caufes  fire  to  come  down  as  from  heaven  in 
their  fight ;  he  that  is  prince  in  the  airy  re- 
gion, raifes  vehement  heats  and  agitations 
upon  their  pafTions.  This  they  call  the 
"workings  of  the  Spirit  upon  them  for  their 
converfion ;  immediately  after  which  a  kind 
of  heaven  is  formed,  wherein  they  take  their 
reft  with  a  feeming  fecurity,  erroneoufly 
fuppofing  their  calling  and  eledlion  are  made 
fure,  and  that  they  can  never  fall  from  fav- 
ing  grace,  which  they  doubt  not  of  having 
in  their  pofTefTion.  Oh !  how  dangerous  is 
fuch  a  fecurity! 

Much  more  might  be  Written  cbncerning 
the  many  falfe  refts  and  vifionary  heavens 
which  poor  mortals,  through  the  fubtlety  of 
Satan,  and  their  own  inattention,  are  de- 
luded to  repofe  themfelves  in ;  which  might 

all 
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all  bejiappliy  prevented,  were  they  to  enter 
into  the  Iheepfold  by  Chrift,  the  door  and 
M'ay  to  the  everlafting  kingdom,  which  is 
opened  and  prepared  for  the  foul  to  travel  in, 
by'^his  inward  appearance,  as  before  noted. 
He  will  certainly  count  all  thieves  and  rob- 
bers, who  come  into  his  church  any  other 
way.  ' 

What  abundance  of  robbery  is  found  in 
thee  O  Chriftcndom !  what  dealing  the 
name  of  Chrift,  and  the  experience  of  God's 
people  formerly,  to  live  upon,  and  alfo  to 
feed  one  another  with !  Oh,  v/hat  multitudes 
there  are ,  o.f  unwholefome  barren  paftors, 
and  poor,  lean,  ftarved  flocks,  amongft 
moft  or  all  focieties  of  Chriftian  profeflbrs ! 
Their  poor  low  condition,  as  to  religion, 
induces  them  to  put  forth  their  hands  and 
ileal.  Can  the  God  of  juftice  and  truth  de- 
light in  robbery  for  burnt-offerings?  No; 
fuch  facrifices  are  an  abomination  to  him. 
His  regenerate  ones,  though  often  tried  with 
great  poverty  of  Ipirit,  dare  not  Ileal ; 
knowing  nothing  will  find  acceptance  with 
the  Source  of  Infinite  Goodaefs,  but  that 
which  is  of  his  own  iinmediate  begetting. 
He  will  fmeii  a  fweet  favour  from- that,  al- 
though it  be  but  a  figh  or  a  groan ;  which 
,  may  be  compared  with  the  acceptable  offer- 
ing of  the  poor  ^rrider  the  law,  of  a  pair  of 
turtle  doves,  or  two  young  pigeons;  and 
with  the  widow's  two  mites  cafl  into  the 

treafury, 
G 


4-1  On  the  Nature  and  Neceffity 

trealuiy,  taken  notice  of  by  our  Lord.* 
Thofe  poor  humble  dependant  ones,  who 
are  made  perfedly  honeft  by  the  jull  and 
upright  principle  prevailing  in  them,  and 
waiting  the  Lord's  time,  may  be,  and  often 
are  furniflied  with  larger  offerings,  and  do 
greatly  increafe  with  the  increafe  of  God. 

To  conclude  this  head,  I.  Ihall  thus  fum 
up  the  matter,  viz.  that  man's  great  bufi- 
nefs,  upon  his  firft  awakening  out  of  the 
fleep  or  ftupefadlion  of  fin,  is  pafTxvely  to 
yield  himfelf  into  the  hands  of  his  faithful 
Creator,  that  he  may  be  pleafed  to  work  in 
and  upon  him,  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  own 
good  pleafure.  His  foul  mufl,  with  the  ut- 
moft  care,  endeavour  to  abide  in  that  which 
enables  incelTantly  to  pray,  "  Thy  kingdom 
•'  come,  and  thy  will  be  done  on  earth,  as 
*'  it  is  done  in  heaven."  This  bent  of  heart, 
through  the  grace  of  God,  is  a  fufficient 
guard  or  defence  againft  all  the  fubtle  at- 
tempts of  Satan  to  beguile  and  deceive,  and 
nothing  elie.  The  moft  crafty  devices  of 
the  adverfary  can  never  prevail  to  pluck  fuch 
an  one  out  of  the  Almighty's  hands ;  and 
by  abiding  therein,  he  is  created  inew  in 
Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works,  having  fpirit- 
ual  fenfes  given,  that  he  may  continually 
exercife  them  in  difce;ning  between  good 
and  evil.  His  heart  beiog  made  pure  in  a 
good  degree  by  the  fprinkling  of  the  moft 
-precious  blood  of  Chrill,   his  conftant  care 
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is,  through  Divine  affiftance,  to  preferve  it 
fo,  that  he  may  be  pleafed  to  tabernacle  with 
him,  on  whom  help  is  laid;  who  is  made 
of  God,  to  fuch  paffive  vipright  fouls,  their 
wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fancSlification,  and 
redemption.  They  receive  from  him  thole 
qualifications,  which  enable  them  to  co- 
work  with  the  Spirit,  and  perfedly  to  un- 
derftand  the  proper  bufinefs  of  their  day, 
both  in  the  world  as  ftrangers  and  pilgrims, 
and  in  the  church  of  Chrift,  as  living  mem- 
bers thereof. 


CHAPTER    III. 

Relating  to  the  Nature  of  True  Wor- 
ship; with  fome  Remarks  on  the  State 
of  our  fociety,  both  as  in  early  Times, 
and  now. 

TH  E  nature  of  acceptable  worfliip  is  fee 
vforth  by  our  iLord  and  Saviour  }efus 
Chrift,  in  a  manner  wonderfully  adapted  to 
the  fubjedl ;  viz.  that  it  is  to  be  performed 
in  Spirit  and  in  Truth ^^  The  rea&n  is  given, 
■"  Becaufe  God  is  a  Spirit;"  and  therefore^ 
'*  they  that  worfhip  him,  muft  worihip 
"  him  in  Spirit  and  in  Truth. f"  Not  in 
the  cerdmonial,  fhadowy,  and  typical  wor- 
lliip  of  the  Jews ;  (tho'  becaufe  of  weaknefs 
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it  was  'dilpenfed  to  them,  until  a  better 
hope,  and  more  excellent  worlhip  was  brought 
in ;  whereby  man  has  a  nearer  accefs  to  the 
Divinity,  and  a  better  knowledge  of  himfelf : 
here  fuch  a  brightnefs  of  heavenly  glory  ap- 
pears, as,  caufeth  all  figns,  figures,  and 
types,  to  vanilh  away)  but  in  the  truth  and 
real  fubflance  of  all  that  was  typified  and 
prefigured  by  the  ceremonial  law  of  Mofes, 
the  righteoufnefs  of  that  law  being  fulfilled 
in  thole  who  walk  and  worfliip  in  the  Spirit. 

The  foul  muft  bow  in  perfedl  fincerity, 
humble  proflration,  and  a  deep  inward  fenfe 
of  its, own  frailty,  want,  and  unworthinef&; 
being  at  the  fame  time  deeply  impreffed  with 
a  lively  fenfe  of  the  I^ord's  adorable  great- 
nefs  and  goodnefs;  from  which  fenfibility 
xenewed  upon  the  mind,  by  Him,alone  who 
is  the  fble  objecfl  of  worlhip,  thankfgiving 
and  praifes  afqend,  for  the  multitude  of  his 
mercies  received,  and  reverent  prayer,  either 
mental  or  vocal  (according  as  the  inind  feels 
itfelf  influenced  or  directed  by  the  Holy 
Anointing)  for  the  continuance  of  his  gra- 
cious prelervation  in  the  way  of  righteouf- 
nefs; agreeable  to  Eph.  vi.  i8.  "  Praying 
*'  always  with  all  fuppUcr:ilon  in  the  Spirit, 
^'  and  watching  thereunto  with  all  perfeve- 
*'  ranee,  and  fupplication  for  all  faints." 

it  is  clearly  to  be  undcrftood,  by  what 
our  Lord  faid  to  the  woman  of  Samaria  be- 
fore-mentioned, that  acceptable  worfhip  is 
iiot  to  be  confined  to  any  particular  place, 
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mode,     form,     or    ceremony    whatfoever; 
^¥hich  was   a  deception   mankind   had  too 
generally  fallen  into,  and  greatly  wanted  to 
be  drawn  from,  being  then,  as  well  as  now, 
too  apt  to  reft  fatisfied  with  exterior  per- 
formances ;  which  altho'  fome  of  them  once 
were  to  the  Jews  in  coildelceniion  difpenfed, 
yet  not  even  then  fubftituted  in  the  place  of 
fpiritual  worfhip,  nor  at  all  acceptable  with- 
out the  bowing  of  the  foul  as  above.     But 
now  our  Lord  ihews  the  ovitward  was  to  be 
laid  afide,  and  not  to  continue  in  his  glori- 
ous   fpiritual   difpenfation    any    longc»r;     a 
dangerous   fnare  for  man  to  pleafe  himfelf 
with  and  reft  in.     But  it  could  hardly  be 
expe(5led  that  fo  much,  or  fo  great  a  mafs  of 
outward  obfervations  could  be  caft  off  all  at 
once;    yet  in  the  apoftles  days  the  church 
was  wonderfully  (for  the  time)  brought  out 
of  them,    as  appears   by  thofe  few  things 
laid   upon   the.  Gentiles.*      But   alas!    the 
Chriftian  church  (fo  called)  inftead  of  leav- 
ing   all,     and   becoming    purely    fpiritual, 
gradually  decayed  as  to  life  and  power,  and 
increafed  in  ceremonies  and  outward  obfeF^ 
vations,  until  fhe  became  as  full  of  them  as 
ever  the  Jewifh  church  was.     Then  fhe  got 
full  pofTeifion  of  the  outward  court,  having 
nothing  to  enjoy  but  her, own  inventions, 
and   to    glory  in  Babylon,    which  fhe  had 
built   inftead   of  Sion,    viutil  her  meafure 

Ibouia 

*  Afts  sv. 


46        On  the  Mature  of  True  Worjhip. 

ihould  be  filled  up,    and  ,  her  determined 
overthrow  was  to  take  place. 

Paul  faith  to  the  Philippians,  "  For  we 
"  are  the  circumcifion  which  worfhip  God 
*'  in  Spirit,  and  rejoice  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and 
*'  have  no  confidence  in  the  flelh.**'  What 
circumcifion  is  here  intended,  appears  from 
Rom.  ii.  2F,  29.  Col.  ii.  11.  That  the  ge- 
nerality or  Chriftian  profeffbrs,  of  every 
denomination,  have  lamentably  deviated 
from  this  kind  of  worfhip,  requires  not 
much  penetration  to  diicover.  And  tho'  the 
great  ■  Author  of  the  Chriftian  religion  hath 
jfo  fully  expreffed  his  will  and  pleafure  in 
this  moft  important  point,  yet  many  will 
not  be  fatisfied  without  a  kind  of  woriObip 
that  the  man's  part  can  be  ad:ive  in ;  that 
Jiath  fomething  in  it  capable  to  amufe  the 
outward  fenfes :  they  would  yet  worfhip  the 
Mo(l  High  with  human  abilities,  or  the 
work  of  men's  hands ;  and  by  an  unjuftifia- 
ble  veneration,  which  fome  endeavour  to 
keep  up  for  old  mafs  houfes,  and  other 
places  of  worfhip,  calling  tliem  <;;hurches, 
houfes  of  God,  holy  places,  &c.  they  feem 
to  niaihtain  a  dodlrine  contrary  to  the  tefti- 
anony  of  that  holy  martyr  Stephen ;  "  How- 
"  beit  the  Moft  High  dwelleth  not  in  tem- 
'*  pies  made  with  hands,  as  faith  the  proV 
^'  phet;t"  and  that  of  the  great  apoftle  of 
the  Gentiles:  *'  God  that  made  the  world, 
"  and  all  things  therein,  feeing  that  he  is 
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"  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  dwelleth  not 
"  in  temples  made  with  hands;  neither  is 
*'  worfhipped  with  men's  hands,  as  tho'  he 
*'  needed  any  thing,  feeing  he  giveth  to  all 
*'  life,  and  breath,  and  all  things.*" 

Moft  Proteftants,  tho'  they  have  caft  off 
much  of  the  Romifh  fuperftition,  ftill  retain 
fome  outward  ceremonies  and  obfervations 
very  unfuitable  to  the  fpirituality  of  the  gof- 
pel  difpenfation,  for  which  they  have  no 
divine  authority,  nor  any  colour  of  warrant, 
but  what  is  patched  vip  from  the  example  of 
fome  in  the  primitive  church;  which  being 
then  jufl  ariiing  out  of  a  load  of  ceremonies, 
could  not  be  wholly  weaned  from  every 
thing  of  that  kind  at  once;  and  therefore 
feveral  of  thefe  things  were  for  a  time  con- 
defcended  unto;  it  being,  tho'  a  very  glori- 
ous beginning,  but  the  moi-ning  of  the  gof- 
pel-day,  and  infancy  of  the  Chriftian  church, 
fhe  wonderfully  abounded  with  heavenly 
power,  in  order  to  make  her  way  in  the 
world.  Yet,  by  the  rifing  higher  and  high- 
er of  the  Sun  of  Righteovifnefs,  who  rules 
the  everlafling  day  of  God's  falvation,  fhe 
was  to  put  on  all  her  beautiful  garments ;  to 
make  herfelf  quite  ready  for  the  bride- 
groom, and,  by  a  gradual  increafe  of  clear 
difcoveries,  was  to  grow  into  maturity  of 
wifdom,  and  ripenefs  of  judgment.  Our 
Lord  clearly  intimates  the  great  danger  of 
tacking  any  thing  of>.the  old  ceremonial  dif- 
penfation 
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penfation  to  the  new  gofpel  difpenfation  ;* 
fliewing  they  would  by  no  means  agree, 
or  fafely  flibhfl  together.  ..This  the  experi- 
ence of  many  generations  can  fully  declare. 
Oh!  what  rents,  fchifms,  and  tearing  of 
the  pure  undefiled  religion  of  Chrill  to 
pieces,  have  there  been  by  means  of  retain- 
ing fome  patches  of  the  old  garment! 

Yet  there  hath  been  a  godly  travail,  and 
an  arde^it  labour  preferved,  even  through 
the  darkeft  ages  of  fuperftition  and  idolatry, 
by  the  true  church,  tho'  hidden  from  carnal 
eyes,  as  in  a  wildernefs,  that  fhe  might  caft 
ofF  this  heavy  eclipfing  mafs  of  outward 
obfervations :  there  were  many  rifings  up, 
-through  the  divine  power,  againft  it,  efpe- 
cially  the  grolTefl  part  thereof;  ibut  the  mod 
extraordinary,  as  to  its  confiftency  with  the 
unmixed  purity  of  the  gofpel,  was  about 
the  middle  of  the  lad  century.  Then  evan- 
gelical light  and  truth  appeared,  without 
the  blendings  of  ceremonies  and  outward 
obfervations.  When  the  Lord,  by  his  over- 
ruling power,  had  eredled  this  bleffed  fland- 
ard  of  fimple  truth,  and  pure  righteoufnefs, 
^many  thoufands  flocked  to  it,"  and  ijpoke  the 
language,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  fet  forth 
by  way  of  inquiry,  Cant.  vi.  10.  "  Who  is 
"  Ihe!  that  looketh  forth  as  the  morning, 
"  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  tt\e  fun,  and 
**  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners  ?"  Ter- 
rible indeed  they  were  to  the  man  of  -fm, 
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the  fon  of  perdition,  and  were  mighty  in- 
ftruments  in  the  Lord's  hand  to  reveal  him. 
A  great  annoyance  they  were  to  the  mer- 
chants of  Babylon,  and  thofe  who  enriched 
themfelves  by  the  fuperftitious  wares  there- 
of; which,  through  the  witchcraft  and  en- 
chantments of  the  great  whore  and  her 
davighters,  mankind  were  deluded  to  buy  of 
them;  tho'  now  the  wicked  craft  is  much 
more  feen  in  all  its  transformations,  than  it 
Was  at  their  firft  rifing. 

They  endured  a  great  fight  of  afflidlion ; 
but  through  all,  they  with  patient  but  un- 
daunted firmnefs  maintained  their  ground, 
and  were  made  vi(florious  through  fufFer- 
ings,  as  the  Captain  of  their  falvation  was. 
The  everlafting  gofpel  was  preached  by  them 
in  great  demonftration  of  the  Spirit,  and 
with  power ;  in  fum  and  fubltance  ^s  it  was 
to  be  preached  after  the  apoftafy:  "  Fear 
*'  God,  and  give  glory  to  him ;  for  the  hour 
*'  of  his  judgment  is  come;  and  WQrfhip 
*'  him  that  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  the 
*'  fea,  and  the  fountains  of  water.^" 

This  was  indeed  coming  to  the  fubftance, 
after  men  had  wearied  themfelves  with 
abundance  of  toil  in  vain,  catching  nothing, 
but  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit.  If  any 
would  receive  this  gofpel,  thus  preached  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
thereof,    there   was   no  room  to  evade  the 
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crofs>  of  Chtift,  ^hich  is  the  power  6f  God 
tO-falvatioii.  There  is  no  liberty  here  to  re- 
tain a  few  ceremonies  fot-  ^ecericy's  fake, 
and  tJ^jnvite  the  Papifts  over,  as  pretended 
by  SE?ii^eftants;  biit  all  are  to  eiribrace  the 
fubftaiice,  not  dariiig  aii^  liidre  tb  touch  the 
beggarly  eleirientsj  fo  rfttith  proftittttfed  arid 
defiled  diiring  the  #hoi€  iiight  of  apoftafy. 
The  virgin  dattgliter  df  6i«fl  is  ^^Vi  affured 
-the  bridegroom  of  hef  foul  N^'iM  never  more 
appear  to  her  in  thiefe  uricbrtaiii  pbllttted 
sfaings^  whicit'  have  been,  Sttd  yet  will  be, 
more  arid  rtiore  tet-ribiy  fliakeri,  and  j^afs 
iway  as  a  fcr&U ;  that  th^ft  things  which 
-can  never  bte  Ihakeii  liiay  rertiain,  agreeable 
to  Rev.  xxi.  I.  "  And  I  fat\r  a  tiew  heaven, 
"  dhd  a  nevy  earth;  for  the  fii-ft  hfeav'eh  and 
"  the  firft  eat-th  were  paffed  away;  attd 
"  there-  waB  no  hiof*  ffea."  Thfet^  nvas  Ho 
mork  Jea;  riothihg  tinilablle,  flu(?tuatirig, 
and  uncertain  j  nothing  of  that  eleiaient 
froin  which  the  b^ft  arilbthj  and  theriefore 
nb  danger  of  a  beaft  rifing  thence  any  more. 
The  ad;  3d  ai^d  4th  vferfe's  of  the  fame 
^chapter  wonderfiilly  ftt  forth  the  glory  of 
the  NeiJo  JerufaUfn  ebriiin'g  down  from  above, 
f he  tabernacle  of  God  beiiig  with  meft,  and 
ipodWdWellihg  With  therii;  of  his  wiping 
■aiwdfHHl  tears  frotn  their  eyes ;  and  that  there 
jfhali  be  no  more  crying,  fbrrow,  arid  pain, 
becaufe  the  former  things  were  paffed  away; 
viz.-there  was  no  more  fea;  jail  is  purged 
away  which  was  the  caufe  of  thofe  dreadful 
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calamities  awd  ijaiferies  Tet  forth  in  this  Di- 
vine Revelation,  by  opening  the  f^ven  feals, 
founding  the  feven  tpua\fie^j  and  pouring 
OT^t  the  feven  vials  full  of  th^  wrath  of  God, 
"whp  livetih  ;for  ever  and  (?ver.  The  fifth 
verfe  faith,  "  And  he  that  fat  upon  the 
*'  throne  faid,  Behold,  J  will  make  all  things 
''  ixewl"  Now  there  is  nothing  of  the  old 
garment,  nor  old  wine  left,  to  tear  and 
breajc  to  pieces  the  iiew  garment,  and  the 
new  bpttle^,  Qh.\  glorious  gojfp^l  times! 
May  the  Lofd  of  hofts  haften  them  more 
generally  in  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth ! 

Having  offered  a  ^psf  general  obfervations 
upon  the  ftate  qi  tubings,  it  now  remains  to 
make  fome  fnrther  remarks  upon  thofe  peo- 
ple fo  :«emarkably  raifedj  as  before  hinted, 
in  the  laft  century,  in  this  qur  native  land:, 
for  their  beginning  and  firft  progrefs  was 
here;  tho'  many  other  lands  were  alfo  fhar- 
ers  in  the  brightnefs  of  truth's  arifing  in 
them;  and  it  may  withqut  vanity  be  faid, 
that  throvigh  them  a  light  hath  exteunded,  or 
at  leaft  gla'nqed,  over  a  great  part  of  C|irif- 
tendom  (fo  called)  which  hath  difcovered  the 
hidden  myftery  of  the  falfe  church  more 
clearly  th^n  heretofore,  and  given  a  great 
ihake  to  the  long- continued  kingdom^  of  aa- 
tichrift,  They^  have  been,  through  Div'i»e 
Wifclom,  eftabliihed  ii^to  a  firiTi  bodyf 
amongft  whom  Xubfifts  the  cq\n|^^c.vlei  i^i^ 
the  gofpel,  as  an  hedge,  by^iyine  ^  .:^  .aiiri,. 
merit,  for  their  fafety  and  prefervatic.Mxu^. 

the 
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the  deftroyer,  and  out  of  the  polluting  de-f ' 
filements  of  a  greatly  corrupted  world. 
Notwithftanding  which,  their  prefervation 
doth,  and  always  wilj,  much  depend  upon 
their  diligently  feeking  unto,  and  waiting 
fingly  and  carefully  for  a  daily  renewing  of 
flrength  and  wifdom  from  above,  whereby 
alone  all  things  muft  be  diredled  and  order- 
ed for  their' fafety  and  perfeverance. 

It  hath  been  often  accounted  by  me  a 
great  favour  and  bleffing,  that  my  lot  was 
caft  in  a  time  when  primitive  Chriftianity, 
in  its  power  and  purity,  was  reftored  in  the 
world ;  and  that  I  was  fp  happy  as  to  have 
.my  birth  and  education  amongft  the  beforev 
mentioned  people:  for  tho'  that  did  not 
make  mk  a  real  and  living  member  of  their 
body,  yet  it  happily  put  me  more  in  the 
way  of  being  fo,  than  if  my  lot  had  fallen 
in  fbnie  of  the  foregoing  dark  ages,  and  af-- 
forded  me  greater  means  of  reftoration,  than 
if  I  had  been  educated  amongft  fuperftitious 
bigots;  for  which  favour,  enjoyed  by  me 
and  many  others,  there  muft  be  proportion-' 
.able  returns  of  thankfulnefs  and  obedience, 
or  it  will  furely  add  to  our  condemnation : 
for  where  much  is  given,  much  will  be  re- 
quired. 

Before  I  had  quite  arrived  to  man's  eftate^ 
I  was,  th'rough  merciful  goodnefs  operating 
upon  my  foul,  brought  into  a  better  know- 
ledge of,  and  a  nearer  intimacy  and  fellow- 
fliip  with,  tl^efe  people  in  a  fpifitual  fenfe, 
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than  before,  to  my  unutterable  confolation: 
for  I  found  the  gloriou^  Lord  was  their  king 
and  law-giver,  and  that  he  was  indeed  be- 
come to  them  a  place  of  broad  rivers  and 
ftreatms;  and  that  man's  fplendid inventions; 
fuch  as  a  galley  with  oars,  and  gallant  fhip, 
could  liot-pafs  amongft  .them:  "  For  the 
*'  Lord  is  our  judge,  the  Lord  is  our  law- 
*'  giver,  the  Lord  is  our  king,  he  will  fave 
"  us.*"  This  was  the  blelTed  language 
founded  within  their  borders.  My  fpirit 
hath  many  times  been  reverently  bowed,  and 
awfully  proftrated  before  the  Lord,  in  be- 
holding the  comelinefs,  beautifvil  fituation, 
and  fafety  of  thefe  his  people ;  in  an  humble 
fenfe  whereof  I  have  been  ready  to  fay, 
*'  Happy  art  thou, .  O  Ifrael!  who  is  like 
"  unto  thee,  O  people  faved  of  the  Lord! 
"  the  fhield  of  thy  help,  and  who  is  the 
"  fword  of  thy  excellency!  and  thine  ene- 
*'  mies  Ihall  be  found  liars  tinto  thee,  and 
"  thou  fhalt  tread  upon  their  high  places!" 
It  may  be  objecfled  that  the  foregoing 
contains  high  encomiums  on  a  people, 
amongft  whom  we  cannot  difcover  thefe 
excellencies,  but  have  looked  upon  them  as 
a  mean  contemptible  body,  who  afFedl  a 
kind  of  aukward  fingularity;  and  we  o]^:. 
ferve  many  amongft  them  as  eager  aftier  tn%' 
world,  and  who  love  it  as  well  as  any  people 
whatever;  and  others,  who  take  undue  li- 
berties,   are  as  deeply  involved  in  the  plea-,, 
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fures  and  gaieties  of  life,  and  as  much 
ftrangers  to  felf-deni;al,  as  people  of  otjher 
perfuafions.  And  it  i§  further  to-bg  Etoted^ 
that  when  we  go  to  their  places  o>f  worlhip, 
and  obferye  the  manner  of  their  fitting  in- 
filence,  a  Laodicean  lukewarmjaefs  is  very 
apparent  in  many  of  th,em,  by  the  eafy, 
carelefs  condition  they  feem  to  fit  in,  at  the 
fame  time  they  profefs  to  be  waiting  in  fi- 
lence of  body,  and  ftillnefs  of  fpul,  for  the 
defcending  of  th^  Holy  Ohpfl,  that  their 
Spiritual  ftrength  may  be  renewed.  Surely, 
If  this  is  not  really  fo,  it  muft  be  a  mockery 
and  deception  of  the  mofl  contemptible  and 
provoking  nature  in  the  fight  of  ^n  AlJ-fee- 
ing  Eye, 

In  order  a  little  to  open  the  date  of  the 
cafe,  and  to  anfwer  the  foregoing  gbjej^icins, 
I  flia;ll  now  make  fome  obfervations  upon 
the  defedlion  in  pratdlice  that  is  to  be  found 
amongft  us  as  a  people,  efpeci^Uy  of  late 
years,  which  hath  caufed  abundance  of  pain 
and  heart-aching  diftrefs  to  the  living  body, 
who  fervently  travail  th^t  Chrift  may  be 
formed  in  thofe  who  have  a  natural  birth- 
rigl^t  in  the  fociety,  which  at  prefent  feems 
to  be  all  the  title  fome  haye  to  be  accounted 
of  us.  As  to  the  foregQing  part  of  the  ob-^ 
j^diion,  this  people  l>ave  been  indifcrimi- 
nately  viewed  in  that  light  by  carnal  profef- 
fors  from  their  firft  rife,  whiqh  difcovers 
the  fame  undiftingtiifliing  blindnefs,  as  al- 
XKT-^^Q.   Hath  deprived  the  children  of   this 
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xVorld  of  feeing  any  beauty  or  comelinefs  in 
the  children  of  light.  I  have  before  noted, 
that  I  (tho'  educated  in  the  fame  profeffion) 
did  not  fee  thaXord  was  ainongft  them,  in 
fueh  a  manner,  until  he  was  pleafed  to  open 
mine  eyes,  agt-eeable  to  Matt.  xvi.  i6.  i^. 
where  our  Lord  pronounces  Peter  bleffed,  in 
that  the  Father  had  reve^lfed  thfe  Son  to  him. 
Ghap.  xiii.  i6.  he  faid  to  his  difciples, 
"  Blfefled  dre  your  eyes,  for  they  fee;  and 
*'  your  eai-Sj  for  they  hear."  It  is  through 
the  fattlfe  blerfing  mine  eyes  are  yet  preferved 
opeh  to  fee,  that  notw^ithftanding  the  great 
dfeclenfion  in  practice,  which  hath  prevailed 
over  many  of  us  as  a  pfeople,  the  glory  is 
liot  depdrtfed  fhjiii  attiongfl:  lis :  the  King  is 
fcnowii  by  the  upright-hearted  in  his  beauty, 
ftill  reigniilg.  Princes  do  yet  rule  in  the 
fpirit  of  judgment  given  them  of  God. 
My  fdith  is,  at  times,  greatly  ftrengthened 
to  believte  it  will  never  eeaft  to  be  fo  amongft 
this  peoJ>le,  but  that  they  will  be  preferved 
by  the  Almighty  po-«^er,  through  all  genera- 
tions, a  living  body;  and  that  the  princi- 
ples of  truth,  a^  held  by  thenx,  will  yet 
■fpread  far  and  wide  in  the  kingdoms  of  the 
^earth.  This,  I  believe,  was  the  bkfTed  end 
Tor  which  they  were  firft  railed,  and  knar- 
veloully  fupported :  this  glorious  work  hath 
beien  in  degree  going  on,  tho*  very  much 
impeded  by  thie  vmfaithfulnefs  of  many 
amongft  us,  who,  like  the  foolifh  woman, 
are  in  feme  mtafure  pi|tlling  down  what  the 
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wife  woman  hadi  built  up.  Oh!  that  aJl 
who.  take  upon  them  ovir  holy  profeffion  of 
the  unchangeable  truth,  would  deeply  cqiv- 
fider  the  weight  of  that  pl^j^igatipn  which 
they  take  upon  themfelyes  thereby!  It  is  far, 
O  very, far!  from  being  a  light  eafy  thing; 
-as  it  may,  in  a  proper  fenfe,  ^xe  efteerned  an. 
entering  into  the  folemn  coyenant  thofp  peor 
pie  are,  bound  to  by  their  God,  of  hplding 
up;  a  ftandard  of  truth.  an4  rightepufijefs, 
altogether  meet  and  fuitable  for  the  ^at^pns, 
with  fafety  and  well-grounded  confidence  to 
draw  unto ;  fo  that  none  ampngft  us  need 
be  afhamed  to  call  unto  mankind  thus ;  viz. 
Look  upon  Zion,  the  city  of  our  folemnitiesJ 
Qh!  it  is  a  lovely  fight  to  behold  her  walls 
and  bulwarks  all  falvation,  and  }ier  .gates 
praife;  when  none  of  her  flakes  arq  broken 
down,  nor  any  of  her  cords  loofened;  being 
indeed  the  Lord's  habitation,  as  fet  forth 
Pfa.  cxxxii.  13,  14,  15,  16.  "  Fprthe;Lo;:d 
,*'  hath  chofen  Zion:  he  hath  defused. it  for 
.*'  his  habitation."  He  faith,  "  This  is  my 
*'.reft  for  ever:  here  will  I  dwell,  for  1  have 
"  defiredit.  I  will  abundantly,  blefs  her  pro- 
*'  vifion:  I  will  fatisfy  her  poor  with  bread. 
"  I  will  alfo  clothe  her  priefts  with  falvati* 
*'  on:    and  her  faints  fliall  fhoUt  aloud  for 

Many  xmder  out  religious  profeffion,  dif- 
regarding  or  lightly  efleeming  tliis  folemn 
covenant,  and  refling  in  the  profeffion  only^ 
is  the  principal  reafon  that  we  find  divers 
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under  our  name  more  infenfible,  harder  to 
be  reached  unto  and  awakened  by  a  living 
powerful  rhiniftry,  than  people  of  other  re- 
ligious per'fuafions.     This  may  feem  ftrangei 
to  fome,  but  I  know  it  is  lamentably  true; 
having  frequently  felt  it  fo  in  my  gofpel  la- 
bours.    To  me  this  doth  not  appear  hard  toi 
account   for,    when  it  is   Cbnfidefed,    that 
amongft  us  there  hath  been  difpenfed  greatejr 
abundance  of  fpiritual  favours,   of  various 
kinds,   than  amongft  any  fociety  of  pe6ple 
that  I  know  of:  which  hath  not  proceeded 
from  any  partial  regard  in  the  Almighty  to- 
wards us  more  than  others,  but  the  better  to 
enable  us  to  keep  our  Covenant  with  him,  in 
the  difcharge  of  that  great  Wofk  he  hath  cal- 
led us  to.     Where  any  are  fo  inconfiderate  as 
to  difregard  and  negledl  fuck  wonderful  op- 
portunities of  lafting  benefit  and  irtiprovE'- 
ment,  they  become  more  hardened  and  im- 
penitent than  thofe  who  have  been  more  oviC 
of  the  way  of  receiving  heavenly  impreflionSo 
The  portion  of  fuch,   unlefs  they  in  time 
embrace  the  grace  of  repentance,    is  very 
difmal  to   think   of,    as    in  Prov.  Xxix.  I, 
"  He  that  being  Often  reproved,  hardenetl^ 
*'  his  neck,    Ihall    fuddenly  be   deftroyed, 
*'  and  that  without  remedy."     And  Heb» 
vi,  7,' 8.     "  For  the  earth  that  drinketh  in 
*'  the  rain  that   cometh  oft  upoil  it,   and 
*'  bringeth  forth  herbs  meet  for  them  by 
'^'  whom    it   is  dreffed,    receiveth   ble{Iin|f 
*''  from  God:  but  that  which  beareth  thorny 


"  and  briars  is  rejefted;  and  is  nigh  unta 
"  curling:  whofe  end  is  to  be  burned." 

Great  indeed  hath  been  the  bounty  of 
heaven  to  us  as  a  people,  both  immediately, 
by  the  fblacing  influences  and  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  all  that  would  receive  it, 
and  alfo  by, the  abundant  flowing  of  a  truly 
evangelical  miniftry,  raifed  ,up  and  Continu- 
ed for  the  greateft  pait  of  this  laft  hundred, 
years.  But  now  the  fociety  is  much  flript 
of  a  living  fldlful  miniftry;  yet  not,  nor  I 
h'ope  ever  will  be,  wholly ,  deftitute.  This, 
through  the  divine  bleffing,  hath  been  a 
great  means  of  our  being  gathered  into  and 
preferved  a  people !  but  many  amongfl:  us 
have  leaijed  and  depended  thereupon;  and 
therefore  it  may  be,  ahd  I  believe  it  is,  con-* 
liftent  with  Divine  Wildom,  to  try  how  the 
fociety  will  ftand  without  fo  much  outward 
help  in  that  way ;  tho'  perhaps  more  may 
be  afforded,  in  raifing  up  a  fpirit  for  pro- 
moting found  difcipline  and  good  order, 
which  will  prove  a  bleflTed  means  of  its  pre- 
fervation.  And  this  mufl  be  proceeded  in 
by  die  help  and  holy  influences  of  the  fame 
Spirit,  which  furmfhes  the  befl:  miniftry. 
It  looks  as  if  the  Lord  was  about  to  make 
Ijiis  people  ftill  more  inward  ahd  fpiritual, 
Ihewing  them  plainly,  that  gofpel-worfhip 
does  not  depend  upon  outward  means. 

It  is  quite  obvious*tb.at  abundant,  preach- 
ing, praying,  and  finging,  doth  not  bring 
a  greai  part  of  mankjjad  a  whit  nearer  to 
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heaven,  nor  more  acquaintecj  with  God  an^l 
themfelves,  than  they  would  be  without  it. 
So  that  it  may  be  truly  laid,  and  indeed  la- 
mented, that  they  fpend  their  money  for 
that  which  is  not  bread,  and  beftow  much 
labour  without  real  profit  to  themfelves. 
With  refpedl  to  us,  the  miniftry  approved 
hath  abounded  with  heavenly^  bre.ad,  and 
refrelhing  flreams  of  living  water  have 
flowed  through  the  conduits  and  water- 
fpouts  to  the  plantation  of  God ;  and  altho' 
many  have  not  improved  thereby,  yet  fome 
have  grown  and  flourifhed.  But  the  Lord 
of  the  vineyard  cannot  be  confined  to  any 
particular  means  for  the  help  and  preferva- 
tion  of  his  church,  tho'  perhaps  fuch  as  he 
has  made  ufe  of  in  time  pad ;  feeing  he  can 
make  other  means,  unthought  of  by  fhort- 
fighted  mortals,  as  effedlual.  We  may  fee 
he  made  ufe  of  the  people  of  Ifrael  to  fight 
his  battles,  wherein  they  feemed,  in  fome 
fort,  to  ha  v^e  been  the  caufe  and  inlTiruments 
of  their  onjun  deliverance  and  prefervation: 
yet  it  was  not  always  fo ;  for  there  are  divers 
inftances  of  his  deftroying  his  enemies,  and 
working  the  deliverance  ot  his  people  imme- 
diately by  his  own  power.  This  appeared 
more  maryg|lous  and  aftonifliing,  both  to 
his  people  and  their  enemies,  than  the  ordi-; 
nary  means  ufu'ally  employed.  Upon  the 
whole,  altho'  it  appears  to  me  fomething 
like  a  chaftifement,  that  fo  ?nany  worthy 
valiants  have  been  removed,  and  few  raifed 
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•up  in  the  miniftry  to  fiicceed  them  witfe 
«qual  brightnefs,  this  may  prove  a  trial, 
which,  to  difcerning  eyes,  inay  fully  diftin-^ 
guifh  between  the  profeffor  and  the  pofTefFor 
in  religion ;  yet  I  believe  the  true  church 
will  grow  under  this  difpenfation  of  God's 
dealing  with  his  people.  She  will  be  xsxoxq 
grounded  and  ffettled  in  that  which  is  within 
the  veil,  viz.  the  holy  fandlvfery  3-nd  houfe 
of  prayer.  There  is  her  place  of  fafety, 
quite  out  of  the  reach  of  Satan's  tranf- 
formatipns. 

An  holy,  awful,  filent  waiting  before 
God,  j:s  Ipiritual  Ifrael's  abiding  in  their 
tent,  where  nq  divination  nor  enchantment 
can  prevail  agalnft  thpm.  This  is  exceeding 
beautiful,  reaching,  and  convincing  to  all^ 
whofe  fpiritual  eyes  are  in  degree  opened/ 
when  they  fee  t|je  things,  as  fet  forth 
Numb.  xxiv.  ^,  6,  7.  "  Hovf  goodly  are 
*'  thy  tents/  O  Jacob!  and  thy  tabernacles, 
^'  O  Ifrael!  As  the  vallies  are  they  fpread. 
"  forth,  as  gardens  by  the  rivers-fide,  as 
''  the  trees  of  ligii-aloes  which  the  Lord  hath 
"  planted,  and  as  cedar- trees  befide  the 
"  waters.  He  fliall  pour  the  water  out  of 
"  his  buckets,  and  his  feed  fhall  be  in  ma- 
*'  ny  \vaters."  Oh!  what  wonderful  en- 
couragement have  the  Lord's  chofen  people, 
to  abide  faithful  in  that  ftation  wherein  he 
hath  placed  thenp,"'  whether  in  filence  or 
fpeaking,  doing  or  fufFering,  profperity  or 
^dverfity,     Thg:e  is  not  the  leall  occalion  to 
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be  afhamed  of  filent  worfhip,  unlefs  we  are 
fo  naked,  as  to  be  void  of  a  right  fenfe  of 
what  true  worfhip  is.  Then  indeed  it  is  ex- 
ceedingly cpntemptible,  and  cannot  fail  of 
rendering  us  more  defpicable  in  the  eyes  of 
mankind,  than  fuch  are  who  have  a  form, 
ornamented  with  man's  curious  invention 
and  adorning.  This  muft  of  ncceflity  •  cen- 
ter all  that  are  fo  unhappy  in  that  ftate,  fet 
forth  by  our  Lord  under  the  metaphor  of, 
"  Salt  that  hath  loft  its  favour,  which  is 
*'  thenceforth  good  for  nothing,,  but  to  be 
*'  caft  out,  and  trodden  under  the  feet  of 
*'  men."  Therefore  all  profeflbrs  of  fpirit- 
ual  worfhip  fhould  greatly  fear  being  found 
in  this  dreadful  ftate,  of  the  form  truth 
leads  into  without  the  life  and  power:  if 
that  is  with  them,  it  willraife  them  above 
contempt. 

In  my  ..travels  for  the  promotion  of  truth, 
according  to  ability  received,  which  t  have 
been  engaged  in  throtigh  moft  parts  of  our 
fociety,  i  have  feen  and  painfully  felt  much 
of  this  forrowful  idlenefs  and  infenfibility, 
which  has  qaufed  me  many  days  and  nights 
of  mourning  with  fackcloth  as  it  were  un- 
derneath. I  have  feen  that  it  proceeds  from 
various  caufes,  but  principally  from  an  over-^ 
anxioufnefs  in  feeking  after  earthly  things, 
lawful  in  themfelves,  but  direct:  idolatry 
when  they  have  the  chief  place  in  the  mind, 
and  are  made  the  principal  treafure  theredf ; 
■ifYliich  they  certainly  ar^,  when  moft  delight'- 


62        On  the  ^ture  of  True  Worjhip. 


.ed  in  and  thought  tip6n.  Then  how  can  it 
be  fu|:lpofed  that  idolaters  can  worlhip  the 
true  and  living  God,  any  otherwife  than  in 
a  mere  form  ?  With  fuch  the  feveral  branch- 
es of  our  Chriflian  teftimony  are  no  other- 
wife  regarded  than  for.  outward  decency's 
fake,  to  keep  up  the  form  in  the  fight  of 
nien.  So  there  is  a  dead  form,  arid  an  in- 
fipid  ffUitlefs  bearing  of  our  teftimonies, 
"which  can  never  beget  to  God,  tho'  perhaps 
it  may  fometimes  beget  into  the  form.  But 
this  brings  no  increafe  to  the  Lord's  people, 
except  of  pain  arid  diftrefs.  Vifible  difor- 
ders  arid  immoral  practices  in  particulars 
have  often  wounded  us,  and  hurt  the  caufe 
of  truth;  but  not  in  fuch  a  dangerous  man- 
ner; becaufe,  where  found  judgment  and 
th6  Spirit  of  wholefome  difcipline  have  been 
preferved,  thele  Things  have  been  judged 
arid  call  out  of  the  Cariip.  But  the  greateft 
wounds  we  have  received  have  been  in  the 
houfe  of  bur  feeming  friends,  by  their  en- 
deavours to  mairitaiii  our  principles  (or  at 
leafl  what  they  liked  of  them)  worlhip,  mi- 
riiftry,  and  difcipline,  all  in  that  form  only, 
which  thd  faithful  have  been,  and  now  are, 
livingly  led  into.  Antichfift  has  always 
iriade  more  havock  by  transformirig  himfeif, 
than  by  diredl  violence  and  oppofition.  Let 
it  be  ever  remeiiibiH"ed  what  Paul  faith, 
*'  For  he  is  not  a  Jew  which  is  one  out- 
*'  wardly;  neither  is  that  Circumcifiori 
**  which  is  outward  in  the  flefh:  but  he  is 
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•'a  Ti  \._  wlvvcii  yc  oac  Inwardly;  and  cu-- 
"  cv.::v:inoa  is  that  of  the  Heart,  in  the  fpi- 
**^  rkj  i  id  hot  in  the  letter;  whofe  praife  is 
",no|:  of  men,  but  of  God.*"  None,  I 
diink,  dare  deny  but  it  would  be  equally* 
tfi-e,  if  the  word  Chriftian  was  fubftituted 
in  the  room  of  the  word  Jew:  if  fb,  the 
form,  appearance,^  and  charaifler  rnay  be 
attained  without  the  heart-work.  We  read 
of  fome  who  had  the  form  even  of  godlinefs, 
yet  denied  the  power,  the' perhaps  not  in 
words ;  for  tome  it  appears  the  oioft;  enipha- 
tical  denial  of  it,  to  live  and  a«  in  the 
form  withoiit  it ;  as  this  m'ay  feein  by  prac- 
tice, which  fpeaks  louder  than  words,  to 
declare  to  mankind  there  is  no  need  of  th^ 
power,  feeiiig  they  caji  do  without  it.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  thojfe  who^  inordinately  love,  this 
world,  and  the  things  of  it,  cannot  have  the 
Power  of  Godlinefs  wjiilft  in  that  ftatQ ;  as 
faith  the  apoftls",  "  Love  not  the  world, 
"  neither  the  things  that  are  in  the  world. 
"  If  any  man  iQve  the  world,  the  love  of 
'•  the  FatlijCr  is  not  in  him.f" 

I  do  therefore  earneftly  intreat  all,  i^to 
whpfe  hand;S  thefe  remarks  fhall  ,come,  feri- 
oufly  to  paufe,  and  examine  their  own  hearts 
without  partiality,  that  they  may  fee,  before 
it  be  too  lafe,  what  finite  they  are  in.  If  by 
a  narrow  and  ftricflfcruitiny  they  fhould  find 
that  the  religious  ftructure  (whi^h  fome  of 
them  have  been  many  years  in  building) 

was 
*  Rom.  ii.  28j  39,  f  '  J^^ft  "•  '<• 
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was  not  ere<^ed  by  the  ordering  and  dlredli- 
on  of  Divine  Wifdom,  it  would  be  much 
more  fafe  and  prudent  to  have  it  all  pulled 
down,  fo  as  that  there  may  not  be  one  ftone 
left  upon  another,  by  laying  the  foundation 
of  repentance  from  dead  works,  and  ot  liv- 
ing and  powerful  faith  towards  God,  and 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  in  a  confcience  puri- 
fied by  his  Blood. 

Thefe  lines  are  principally  intended  by 
way  of  an  alarm  and  warning  to  the  car^lefs, 
lukewarm  and  formal  profefFors.  As  for  the 
fincere,  upright,  humble  feekers  of  and 
worfhippers  of  God,  they  will  be  eftablifhed 
npon  the  Rock  of  ages,  which  the  gates  of 
hell  Ihall  not  prevail  againft,  and  reap  the 
bleffed  fruits  of  the  painful  travail  of,  their 
fouls  before  God;  and  in  due  time,  if  they 
faint  not,  their  parched  ground  will  be- 
come a  pool,  and  their  thirfty  Land  fprings 
of  water :  yea,  through  generations  to  come, 
they  vvill  enlarge,  and  become  as  a  fountain 
of  Gardens,  wells  of  living  w^ter,  and 
ftreams  from  Lebanon.  The  beloved  of 
their  fouls  v^ill  call,  faying,  "  Awake,  O 
•'  north  wind!  and  come  thou  fouth,  blow 
*'  upon  my  garden,  that  the  fpices  thereof 
*'  may  flow  out.*"  Then  will  they  fay, 
*'  Let  my  beloved  come  into  his  Garden, 
*'  and  eat  his  pleafant  Fruits." 

CHAPTER 

•  Cant,  IT,  I  J,  1 6. 
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CHAPTER     IV. 

Containing  Short  Remarks  upon  the  True 
and  the  False  Ministry. 

TH  E  prophet  Joel,  in  a  remarkable  and 
excellent  manner,  fets  forth  the  nature 
of  gofpel- miniftry.  "  And  it  fhall  come  to 
*'  pafs  afterward,  I  will  pour  out  my  Ipirit 
*'  upon  all  flelh,  and  your  fons  and  your 
*'  daughters  fliall  prophefy.*"  What  pro- 
phefying  is  here  intended  is  clearly  del'crib- 
ed,  I  Cor.  xiv.  3.  "  He  that  prophef^pth, 
*'  fpeaketh  unto  men,  to  edification,  and 
*'  exhortation,  and  comfort."  Indeed  great 
part  of  this  chapter  is  excellently  employed 
in  fetting  forth  gofpel- miniftry,  and  the 
Chriftian  liberty  all  have  to  exercife  a  right 
call  thereunto.  But  let  it  be  obferved,  the 
daughters  were  to  be  engaged  therein,  as 
well  as  the  fons,  by  gofpel  law  and  rule; 
which  was  accordingly  allowed  and  pradlifed 
in  the  apoftolic  church.  But  where  the 
learning  and  wifdom  of  man  hath  been  in- 
troduced in  the  place  of  gofpel- miniftry,  it 
has, .  diredlly  contrary  to  Chriftian  liberty, 
wholly  excluded  women  therefrom.  What 
pride  and  arrogance  muft  fuch  men.  have, 
who  exclude  all  from  ,the  miniftry  but  them- 
felves,    for  filthy  lucre's  fake!  afTuming  to 

K  them- 

*  Joel  ii.  aat 
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themfelves  the  name  clergy,  calling  others 
laity;  a  diftiiMiori  tie  ti'teclfitircih  and  the 
holy  fcriptvires  are  ftvangers  to,  which  fay* 
I  Pet.  iv^,  fo^  i^i'.  "  As  every  m'anhath  re^^^ 
"  ceivedthe  gift,  dven  fof  mfniftdr  the  fame 
"  one  to  another,  as  good  ftewards  of  the 
"  manifold  grace  of  God.  I<f  ahy  ifiari 
*'-  fpeakj'  let  him  fpeak  as  the  oracies  of 
"  God ;  if  any  man  ttiiniftet,  let  himi  dp  it 
"  as  of  the  ability  whrch  God;  giveth :  Ifhat 
"  God  rnr  all  thi'ngs  iruC)?  bd  gJorified' 
"through  J  efts  Ghrift." 

Here  is  the  preciovts  comfortable  langttagie« 
of  t»uth  indeed,  arid  perfedl  gofpel  liberty, 
which  excludes  rtone  who  have  received  a* 
gift;  that  is,  who  ai-e  immediately  calldd-of 
God  theremnto,  as  Was  Aaron.*  Exod. 
xxviii.  r  Chron.  xxiii.  13.  Qitifrs  at  large 
Eovsr  Aaron  Was  called,  and,  with  his  polle- 
:^ty,  feparated  by  the  immediate  appoint- 
Btient  of  God  himfelf.  The  manner  of  their. 
qij^lifiiCattion,  and  how  they  fhould  condufE- 
tlte^mfelves  in  the  prieft's  office  during.  tha!t 
difpenfation,  are  all  recorded  with:  that  exac^l' 
clearnefs  aifld  puncftuality,  always  ufed  by, 
tKe  Almighty  towards  his  poor  dependant 
creature  rnan,  when  he  is^  pleafed  to  enjoin 
Rim  the  obfervarice  of  any  law  or  ordinance. 
Therefore  no  rhan  ought  ttj-receive  any  thing 
as'  an  ordinance  of  God,  unlefs  it  appears 
i^ndifputably  clear  that  he  ha&  commanded 
it;  nor  yet  receive  thofe  men  who  have  en- 

grofled 

^  Hebrews  v.  4. 
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groUed  the  niimlti^y- to  t^ieni.felves,  ualefs 
^i^ey  appear  .to  liave  better  ..^uthorlty  for 
fheir  undertaking,  than  tlieir  he.ing  taugUt 
hyhwrn^n  i^tieans  at.fchools  aad  colleges. 

But,  -al^s!„the  powers  pf  ,t;h?e^r,th. enable 
many  ,fuch  to  take  the  fleece,  .whether  thpy 
feed  the  flock  or :  r|o :  having  .  learned  this 
tv^de,  t;hey  appear  as  anxipvis  how  to  ixiake 
the  mod  ,af  it  as  any  others.  If  any  refufe 
to  receiye  thein  .^s  tti^e  Lord's  am.bafladprs, 
and  qonicientioufly -forbear  putting  into  their 
mouths,  the  tafvial  method  has  been  ^to  call 
Xo  xhe  magiflrate,  Help!  .help J  andto_pre7 
j)3,re  war  a^ainil ,  fuch.  Put  ,through  the 
jbreakirig  fqrth  aud  iirifing  .of  the  rLight  of 
Truth,  they  ha,ve  it  not  in  their  power  to 
make  fucli  drudges  qf  magiftrates  in  general 
asJieretofore.  .Neither  do,I  thi^ik  the,genjs-^' 
jrality  are  fo  much  inclined  to  periecution 
themfely.es,  ^fpecially  among  Proteftants,  as. 
in,  ;ime  pafl:;  but  do, really  believe  many  or 
■^loft  of  them  abhor  the  fevereft  part  of  it, 
■;^nd  are  men  of  moderatje. principles.  Their 
greatefl;  unhappinefs  fcems  to.  be  that  of  fut- 
fering  intereft  to  blind  their  eyes,  and  that 
it  is  fo  much  for  their  .outward  advantage  to 
keep  mankind  from  receiving  the  true  Light, 
:which  enlightcneth  every  .ir^an  that  Cometh 
into  the  ,workl,*  lefl:  their  craft  fliould  be 
endangered  by  the  arifing  thereof.  So  herp 
the  blind  lead  the  blind,.f  which  expofes 
.^oth  to, the  utmofl;  hazard  j  yet  fuch  leaders 

frequently 
*-.  John  i.  9.  t  Matt.  eIv.  15. 
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frequently  defpife  and  deride  thofe,  who, 
from  the  conftraining  power  and  love  of 
God,  teftify  againft  their  blindnefs;  to 
whom  the  anfwer  of  our  Lord  to  the  learned 
Rabbies  amongft  the  Jews  may  not  be  un- 
applicable:  "  And  fome  of  the  Pharifees 
*'  which  were  with  him  heard  thefe  words, 
.  ,*'  and  faid  unto  hini,  Are  we  blind  alfo? 
**  Jefus  faid  unto  them.  If  ye  were  blind, 
**  ye  iliQuld  have  no  fin:  but  now  ye  fay 
*'  we  fee;  therefore  your  fin  remaineth.*" 

Where  men  have  fuffered  themfelves  to  be 
fwayed  by  intereft  tp  embrace  a  profitable 
craft  whereby  they  get  wealth,  they  have 
frequently  been  found  very  hot  and  fierce  in 
fupporting  the  fame,  endeavouring  to  fup- 
prefs  wliatever  hath  rifen  up  againft  it. 
Hence  the  experience  of  many  generations 
can  teftify,  that  after  preaching  became  a 
gainful  trade  to  get  money  and  worldly  ho- 
nour by,  the  clergy  (fo  called)  have  been  al- 
ways ,the  greateft  ftirrers  up  of  force  upoA 
confcience,  and  perfecution,  fpr  differing 
from  them  in  religion;  for  which  they  have  * 
not  the  leaft  fhadow  of  example  or  precept, 
either  frpm  Chrift  or  his  apoftles.  But  all 
that  his  minifters  vferc  allowed  to  do,  with' 
refpecft  to  fuch  as  would  not  receive  them 
and  their  do(5lrine,  was  to  ftiake  off  the  duft 
from  their  feet,  as  a  teftimony  againft  them. 
Thefe  had  received  the  gift  of  the  miniflry 
from  Chrift;*  they  had  it  without  money 

and 
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?ind  without  price,  *'  Freely  ye  have  receiv- 
**  ed,  freely  give.*"    But  mercenary  preach- 
ers do  not  receive  their  Miniftry  freely;  for 
they  alledge,  it  is  attended  with  great  charge 
to  be  properly  qualified  for  it ;  and  therefore 
they   muft  make  an  intereft  of  it  again,  or 
they  fhould  be  great  lofers.    The  plain  truth 
is,  they  do  not  receive  their  miniftry  from 
Jefus  Chrift;    neither  can  they  produce  any 
evidence  to  prove  that  they  have  received  a 
commiffion  from  him   for  what  they  take 
upon    them.       Their    ufing   the    words    of 
Chrift  and  his   apoftles  affords  them  no  au- 
thority from  him;    for  the  very  worft  of 
men,  yea  the  devils  themfelves,  may  do  the 
fame.     Oh  !^  what  pity  it  is  they  fliQuld  pre- 
tend to    be  fent  of  God,    ambaffadors  of 
Chrift,    and  the   apoftles  fuccelfors!    when 
they  really  are  fo  manifeftly  unlike  him  and 
them;  and  have  evidently  the  marks  of  the 
falfe  prophets  and  hirelings  we  read  of  iii 
the  holy  fcriptures,  as  hath  been  fully  prov- 
ed againft  them  by  authors  of  good  account. 
Now  let  us  take  notice  what  Paul  the  great 
apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  faith  upon  this  fub- 
je(5l,   "  Not  that  we  are  fufBcient  of  ourfelves, 
*'  to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourfelves;  but 
*'  our  fufEciency  is  of  God:  who  alfo  hath 
*'  made  us  able  minifters  of  the  New  Tefta- 
*'  ment,  not  of  the  letter,  but  of  the  fpirit: 
*'  for  the  letter  kilieth,  bvit  the  fpirit  giveth 
V  life.f"     This  plainly  fheweth,  that  mini- 

*  Matt.  X  8,         \  2  Cor.  lii.  j,  6. 
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fters  in  the  ^ofpel-itinjies  were  to  convey.thf 
quiqkeping  ipii:it  of  living  and  heavenly 
virtue  to  mankind;  agre^t^le-toM^tt.  xxvi^i. 
19.  "Go  ye  therefoire  and  teach  all  nations, 
*'  baptizing  tiiem  in  (or  into)  the  name  ot 
*'  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
"  Holy  Ghoft."  Verfe  20.  "  ,Lo,  I  am 
*'  with  you  always  to  the  end  of  the  world." 
That  this  baptizing-teaching  virith  the  Holy 
Qhoft  was  that  pradlifed  in  the  primitive 
church,  appears  by  many  paflages.ip  holy 
writ ;  particularly  A6ls  x,  44.  **  Wrhile 
*'  Peter  fpjvke  thefe  jpvords,  the  Holy  Ghoft 
*'  fell  or<  all  theni  which  heard  the  word." 
Chap.  xi.  ver.  15,  16.  "  And  (faid -Peter)  ,ag 
*'  1  begin  to  frek,  the  Holy  Ghpft  fell  on 
*'  them,  as  on  us  at  the, beginning.  The»i 
*'  remembered  I  the  word  of  the  Lprd,  /how 
*'  that  he  faid,  John  indeed  ^baptized  with 
*'  water;  but  ye  fhall  be  baptized  with  the 
"  Holy  Ghoft."  And  feeingjthe  difpenfa- 
tion  of  God  to  man  is  the  very  fame  now  ag 
it  was  then,  n^ankind  as  much  involved  in 
fin,  and  eftranged  from  God  as  they  were 
then,  and  the  Lord  hath  gracioufly  prpmifr 
ed  to  be  with  his  minifters  always  tp  the  enfl 
of  the  world,  no  good  reafons  can  poffibly 
be  given,  why  the  fame  powerful  efficacious 
^neans  are  npt  now  as  eirentia,lly  neceflary 
for  man's  recovery,  as  at  that  time.  There 
can  be  no  ground  for  a  denial  of  this  truth, 
vmlefs  a  confcipufheig  in  fome  that  they  have 
not  the  aihftance  of  the  fpirit  in  their  mini- 
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ftry;  therefore  it  feems  for  their  intereft, 
and  for  the  maintaining:  of  their  credit^  to 
perfuade  mankind  there  isno  I'uch  thing  to 
be  attatiiled  nbw.  This,  with  many  othef 
iaftances'  which  might  be  produced,  plainly 
fhew&  them  to  be  no  other  than  minifters  of 
■the  letter;  and  thatj  we  read,  only  kills, 
■v\^hen  the'  quickening  fpirit  doth  not  accom- 
piany  the. preaching  of  it. 

Very  juditeioils  are  the  diftintftions  madd 
by  William  Dell  (in  his  Trial  of  Spirits  both 
in  teathers'  andi  hearei-s)  between  minifters 
of  the  lettter,  and  ininifters  of  the  fpirit; 
he  being  himfelf  a  man  of  literature,  and 
well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  univerfity 
education,  as  he  was  mafter  of  Gonville  and 
Caius  college  in  Cambridge.  I  lliaM  juffc 
make  a  few  quotations  from  him,  and  re- 
commend that  tradl,  and  his  excellent  trea- 
tife  on  baptifrn,  &c.  to  the  reader's  ferious 
perufal. 

"  And  firft,  let  me  note  an  objedlion,  viz. 
"  but  fome  virill  objedl  here,  If  a  man 
*'  preach  the  word  in  the  letter,  even  good, 
*'  found,  and  orthodox  doftrine,  no  doubt 
*'  but  fuch  a  man  is  to  be  heard,  and  he 
*'  may  do  much  good  in  the  church,  tho' 
*'  he  want  Chi^ift's  fpirit :  This  (faith  he)  I 
*'  have  heard  from  very  many  who  har^e 
**  thought  they  have  faid  fomething.  But  to 
"  this  1  anfwer.  That  they  who  want  Qirift^s 
*'  fpirit,  wliich  is  the  fpirit  of  prophecy, 
"  tho!   they  preach  the  exadl  letter  of  the 

*'  woi'd. 
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*'  Word,  yet  are  falfe  prophets,  and  not  tb 

*'  be.  heard  by  the  Iheep.    Again,  They  that 

"  preach    only   the   outward  letter  of  the 

"  word  without  the  fpirit,  make  all  things 

*'  outward  in  the  church:    whereas  in  the 

"  true  kingdom  of  Chrifl  all  things  Art  in- 

*'  ward  and  fpiritual;  and  all  the  true  reli- 

*'  gion  of  Chrift  is  written  in  the  foul  and 

*'  fpirit  of  man  by  the  fpirit  of  God;  and 

"  the  Believer  is  the  only  book  in  which 

"  God  himfelf  writes  his  New  Teftament." 

lie  further  faith,    "  They  that  preach  the 

*'  outward   letter  without  the  fpirit,    can,' 

*'  notwithftanding  that,  both  live  themfelves 

*'  in-  all  the  inward  evils  of  corrupted  na- 

*'  ture,     and    allow   others   to   do   fo   too. 

"  Wherefore,    to  conclude  (faith  he)  let  us 

"  know   that   that   church   that    hath   the 

*'  wofd,  if  it  wants  the  fpirit,  is  antichrift's 

*'  church;  and  that  miniftry  that  iifeth  the 

'■  word,  and  wants  the  fpirit,  is  antichrift's, 

"  miniftry ;     and   that   all   works,    duti^s^ 

*'  prayings,    preachings,    faftings,    thankf- 

"  givings,    &c.  without  Chrift's  fpirit,  are 

*'  nothing  but  the  very  kingdom  of  anti- 

"  chrift,  and  the  abomination  of  defolation" 

Thus  far  Dell. -^— Oh !  of  what  importance  it 

is  for  mankind,   of  every  denomination  aS 

to  religion  (ours  as  well  as  others)  deeply  to 

ponder  thefe  weighty  obfervations  in  their 

hearts,    efpecialiy  the  laft.     Upon  that  of 

Va.\x\,  Rom.  X.    15.    Honv  Jhall  they  preachy 

e::espt  they  be  Jent  ?     Deli  farther  obiefves 

ti^us, 
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thus,  v\t.  *'  So  that  ttMt  preaching,  cfittie^ 
*'  from  true  fending,  a«d  this  comes  from 
"  the  Grace  of  God."  Not,  fay  I,  froni 
the  fending  of  univdrlities,  bilhops,  pfefby* 
ters,  or  any  other  man  or  fet  of  men  w^hat- 
ever,  or  from  man's  intruding  himfelf  there-* 
into  in  his  own  will  without  a  propet"  call  j 
but  from  the  donftrairiing  power  of  the  ever-^ 
lafting  word  of  God  laying  a  necefTity,  as 
exprefled  by  Paul,  t  Cor.  ix.  i6.  "  For  tho* 
"  I  preach  the  gofpel,  I  have  nothing  to 
*'  glory  ofr  for  neceliity  is  laid  upon  me, 
*'  yea,  woe  is  unto  me  if  I  preach  not  the 
*'  gofpel'." 

It  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  tdwafds 
promoting  truth  and  righteoufnefs  upon  the 
earth,  that  the  miniftry  be  prefer ved  accord- 
ing to  its  original  inftitution,  viz.  under  the 
immediate  diredlion  df  the  eternal  Word  of 
God,  fpeaking  as  the  oracles  of  God.  It  is 
properly  God's  fpeaking  by  his  inftrtlraents 
to  the  children  of  men,  fuch  things  as  he 
the  fearcher  of  hearts  knows  they  (land  in 
need  of;  at  the  fame  time  opening  the  hearts 
of  them  to  whom  it  belongs  to  receive  the 
dodlrine.  Nothing  but  the  unparallelled 
love  and  power  of  Chrlft  Can  bring  forth 
and  fupport  fuch  a  miniflry,  It  is  in  the 
nature  of  things  impoffible  that  thofe,  fo 
exercifed  therein,  can  have  finifter  views  of 
making  temporal  advantage  to  themfelves 
thereby,     Wherever  that  appears,  we  may 

be! 
L 
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be  afTured  the  Lord  hath  not  fent  them; 
and  therefore  they  cannot,  profit  tlie  people 
at  all.  ', 

Man  flioiild  be  fo  far  from  proceeding  up- 
on corrupt  motives,  for  ovitward  gain  or 
advantage,  in  this  important  work,  that 
even  the'  good-will  to  mankind,  flowing 
from  the  love  of  God  flied  abroad  in  the 
heart,  in  which  ftrong  defires  may  arife  to 
do  good,  free  from  lucrative  views  of  all 
kinds,  and  much  beautiful  gofpel-dodlrine 
alfo  may  open  ^very  .lliitable,  &s  the  party 
may  think,  for  the  help  and  edification  of 
his  or  her  fellow-mortals,  yet  all  this  is  not 
iiifficient  ta  proceed  upon,  without  the  call 
and  real  gift  in  this  fo  awful  an  undertak- 
ing ;  it  bein^  no  more  at  beft  than  the 
natural' confequence, of  the  operation  of  that 
pure  love  'in  the  faints  minds,  even  in  fuch 
as  never  had  a  call  to  the  miniflry:  yet  to 
fome  thefe  blelTed  operations,  influences, 
and  openings,  may  be  given,  irl  order  to 
prepare  them  for  that  work  which  they 
fhoiild  wait  patiently  under,  until  the  full 
time  comes:  this  will  be  clearly  feen,  as, the 
eye  is  fingle.  But  there  is  great  caufe  to  be- 
lieve fonae  have  launched  out  upon  this 
foundation  only,  in  the  beginning  of  their 
public  appearances,  whereby  they  have  in  a 
fprrowful  manner  brought  darknefs  upoflt 
themfelves,  and  Tometimes  on  others;  hav- 
ing proved  only  minifters  of  the  letter,  tho' 
perhaps  pirecending  much  to  have  the  im- 

pvilfes 


On  the  True  and  Faljh  Mimjlrf.         7^ 

pulfes  of  the  fpirit.  Thefe  have  been  in- 
flruments  of  much  anxiety  and  diftrefs  to 
the  tcue  church,  who  can*"favour  nothing 
with  delight,  but  that  which  comes  from; 
the  power  of  the  word  of  Hfe. 

It  may  be  difficult  to  bring  true  judgment 
over  fuch,  in  the  prefent  low  ftate  of  things  y 
efpecially  when  there  has  been  a  fair  outfide, 
and  nothing  to  blame  in  their  morals.  But 
it  fometimes  hath  fallen  out,  that  there  has 
been  fomething  perniitted  to  manifeft  the 
unfouhdnefs  of  fuch,  and  thereby  to  relieve 
the  painfpl  fufFerers  under  the  blading  wind 
of  fuch  miniftry. 

Inconfiderate  weak  perfons  have  intruded 
themfeWeS  into  this  great  work;  vvho  not 
duly  waiting  for  judgment  to  try  the  fpirits, 
and  what  prefents  to  their  minds,  have  been 
beguiled  by  transformations  to  go  out  in  a 
falfe  heat;  and  for  want  of  the  holy  dread 
and  fear  upon  their  hearts,  they  have  catch- 
ed  hold  of  the  gofpel  liberty  again  reflored, 
(which  muft  be  preferved  open,  left  the  Ho- 
ly Spirit  be  quenched)  viz.  that  all  who  are 
called  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  whether 
male  or  female,  may  prophefy  or  preach  one 
by  one,  that  all  may  be  edified.* 

It  has  been  a  painful  fuffering  cafe  to  liv- 
iTig  members  in  fome  places,  whe;n  they  have 
feen  that  both  the  matter  arid  manner  of 
fome  could  have  no  other  tendency  than  to 
expofe  themfelves,  arid  burden  the  religious 


I  Cor,  14.  51. 
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fociety,  who  fuffered  fuch  to  aflume  an 
dffice  for  wliich  they  were  no  ways  q^ialified. 
Certainly  the  qjaurch  hath  power  to  order 
and  regulate  her  own  members ;  and  doubt-i 
lefs  flie  may  wholly  refufe  and  rejedt  a  mi- 
niftry,  which,  upon  trial,  flie  has  in  truth 
no  unity  with ;  and  even  fubftantial  mem- 
bers in  their  private  capacity,  who  have 
flood  their  ground  well,  and  have  large  ex- 
perience of  the  Lord's  dealings,  whether 
minifters  or  others,  ought,,  in  reafon  and 
the  nature  of  things,  to  have  'great  weight 
with  fuch  who  have  not  yet  made  full  proof 
of  their  miniflry,  nor  given  fatisfadlion  tQ, 
their  friends  in  general,  as  well  as  to  them- 
felves,  and  perhaps  a  few  others  of  little, 
judgment.  Neither  ought  any  to  go  abroad 
to  exerqife  their  niiniftry,  until  they  know 
there  is  a  geiieral  fatisfaftion  at  home  there- 
with j  not  even  to  adjacent  m,eeting5.  Some 
fuch  have  been  very  pofitive  and  refolute, 
hard,  to  be  convinced  of  their  miftakes,  and 
cenforious  upon  thofe  of  deeper  experience, 
but  too  nciTJch  like  that  fign  of  great  depra-. 
vity  fet  forth  by  Ifa.  iii,  5-  "  The  child 
**  piall  behave  himfelf  proudly  againft  the 
^'  ancient,  and  the  bafe  againft. the  honour- 
<'  able" 

Great  order  and  decency  is  to  be  preferv- 
^d  in,  the  church,  of  Qod,  efpecially  among 
the  leading  members,  as  way-'Uiarks  tq  alh 
The  reafon  and  na.ture  of  the  thing  derpands 
a,  proper  regard  and  preference  to  age,  gifts, 

growth 
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growth,  and  experience;  which  will  be  al- 
ways ftridily  obferved  and  paid  by  thofe  of 
right  fpirits.  Whejx  it  is  ojiherwife,  it  is  a 
liire  token  of  a  falfe  birth,  and  that  perni-. 
cious  felf  is  not  flain.  Where  that  pre- 
xlonainates,  it  cannot  fail  of  mixing  with, 
their  religious  ferviclss. 

That  the  hearers  have  a  right  to  judge, 
appears  from  i' Cor,  xiv.  29.  "  Let  the  pro- 
*'  phets  fpeak  two  or  three,  and  let  the  other 
"  judge.      Therefore  it  is  very  prefuming. 
for  any  to  take  upon  them  the  fole  right  of 
fpeaking  and  judging  too ;  or  to  impofe  that, 
upon  an  auditory  or  church,  which  they  are. 
not  edified  with,  nor  believe  to  proceed  from 
the  right  fpring;  for  the  word  preached  doth 
not  profit,  unlefs  it  be  mixed  with  faith  iH) 
tliofe  .that  hear  it.        -        i  .         : 

I  know  no  way  to  evade  the  'force  and, 
weight  of  what  is  above  obferved,  unlefs  it 
^e  fuppoled  the  auditory  in  general  are  fo 
void  of  Ipiritual  underftanding,  as  not  to  be 
capable  of  judging ;  which  would  difcover 
great  uncharitablenefs,  and  favour  too  much' 
gf  arrogan<:e!.  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  if  mi- 
i^iftry  doth  not,  reach  the  Divine  Witnefs  in 
the  hearts  of  the  hearers,  and  caufe  them 
to  aflent  thereunto  in  fomc  meafure,  it  will 
never  profit  them .  The  right  minifters  have 
a  witnefs  to  the  truth  of  their  miniftry  in 
the  ininds  of  even  the  rebellious ;  how 
much  more  fo  then  in  thofe  of  the  honeftf-; 
hearted? 

The 
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The  danger  which  tlicre  is  reafqn  to  ap- 
jjrehend  from  the  low,  languid,  nnfkilful 
ftate  of  many  in  our  fociety,  hath  induced 
me  (and  feeling  my  mind  in  degree  warmed: 
thereunto)  to  write  the  more  clofely  concern- 
ing the  nature  and  pernicious  conlequence 
of  a  falfe  miniftry;  being  fully  perfuaded,' 
that  the  more  formal  and  fuperficial  we  as  a 
people  become,  the  more  abundant  danger 
there  is  of  fuch  a  niinifti-y  rifiiig;  and  find- 
ing enciouragement  to  grow  and  prevail ;  for 
the  lifelefs:,  formal  profeflbrs  had  rather  have 
almoflany  kind  of  miniftry  than  alLfilence. 
And*  on  the  other  hand,  a  right  miniftry 
cannot  have  a  free  courfe,  nor  be  exalted, 
wheire  there  i&  riottfing  but  worldly  fpirits, 
clothed  with  a  form  of  ^religion.  But  true 
minifters  muft  be  like  the  holy  prophet 
Ezrfciels  "  And  I  will  make'  thy  tongue 
"  cleive  to  the  roof  of  thy  mputli,  thatj 
*^  thou  ihak  bef  dumb,  and  fhak  not  bd  to 
"  them  a  reprover;  for  they  are  a  rebellious 
«  houfe*"  And,  **  The  prudent  ftialV 
*f  keep  filence  in  that  time,-f-"  ;.  • 

Having  made  fome  remirks- tipon  the 
felfe,  as  well  as  the  forward  and  unfkilful' 
miniftry,  which,  tho'  plain'  and  clofe,  I  hope 
\^ill  adminifter  no  hurt  or  difcouragement 
to  any  truly  concerned  in  this  im^rtant 
work,  they  may  (if  duly  obfervcd)  be:leflbns 
of  caution  and  infti-udlioit  to  thofe  for  whom' 
^ley  are  mtended;  and  I  hope  alfo  a  ftreiigth 

to 
^  Chap.  iii.  26,  f  Amos  v.  13. 
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to  the  painfully  exercifed,.VM)ld?r  the  .caTji-fes 
of  uneaiinefs  given,  by  ufkilful  intruders 
into  the  work;,  whether  through  weaknefs  or 
wilfulnefs,  that  they  may  not  he  flack  in 
their  endeavours  to  regulate  the  fame  by 
plain-dealing,  yet  with  true  judgment,  love, 
and  jcendemefs ;  31II  juftly  .applied  where  they 
feverally  belong,.  Their  j^a|C^.may  fometiyqaes 
be  heavy  and  difcouraginjg,  as  it  is  hard  to 
turn  thofe'  who  have  t^lqen  a  wrong  courfe, 
and  imagine  themfelves  right,  when  it  is 
really  other  wife ;  for  thofe  haye  been  obferv- 
ed  to  be  the  moft  poiitive  of  any  of  theif 
pretended  fight  and  fenfe,  yet  let  the  weight 
of  the  fenfe  of  truth,  which  is  ftrongeftof 
all,  be  laid  upon  them  firom  time  to  time, 
that  the  church  may  not  fufFer  hurt  and  lols 
by  the  omilTion  of  its  fenfible  members} 
which  cannot  fail  of  weakening  and  hinder- 
ing the  growth  of  fuch  membens  alfo  in  an 
individual  capacity.  I  know  it  muft  be 
thofe  aliye  ip  thje  truth,  of  good  underJland- 
ing  and  judgment  therein  (and  no  other) 
that  are  qualified  to  help  and  diretSl  thqih 
who  have  miffed  their  way  in  a  religious 
fenle;  agreeable  to  Gal.  vi.  i.  *'  Brethren, 
*'  if  a  man  be  pyertaken  in'  a  fault,  ye 
"  which  areipiritual  reftore  fuch  an  one  ijx 
"  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs;  confidering  thy^^ 
*'  felf,  left  ;thpja  alfo  ,b.e  tempted;"  and  not 
the  captip.us,  critical,  worldly-wife;  fpr 
they  have  npthing  to  do  t.p  acft  ip.the  church 
of  Chrift,  ,untU  they  are  firft  ,fubjeded  to 
^aidiaught  pf  the  Lord  themfelves. 
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The  main  point,  in  my  apprehenfion,  is 
to  be  able  to  form  a  true  judgment  of  thef 
fource  or  fpring  from  whence  miniftry  pro- 
ceeds; and  if  found  to  be  right  in  the 
ground,  a  great  deal  of  tendernefs  is  to  be^ 
ufed,  and  much  childifh  weaknefs  is  to  be 
patiently  borne  with.  For  altho'  fome 
through  fear,  and  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  weight 
of  fo  important  an  undertaking,,  may  (at 
firft)  fpeak  very  ftammeringly,  and  with 
confiderable  perturbation,  yet  the  fweet 
efficacy  of  the  quickening  powerful  fpirit, 
which  is  felt  with  them  in  their  fervice  (by 
thofe  who  are  circumcifed  in  heart  and  ear) 
far  exceeds  the  fineft  eloquence  without  it. 
Such  Ihould  be  prudently  encouraged,  yet 
fufFered  to  feel  their  own  feet.  There  are 
but  few  children,  however  hopeful,  that 
can  bear  much  nurfing  and  applaufe.  Oh! 
the  great  hurt  which  hath  been  done  by  the 
forward  afFedlionate  part  in  fome,  labouring 
to  bring  forth  divers  before  the  right  time, 
and  by  pufhing  on  others  too  fall,  who  in 
their  beginning  were  lively  and  very  hope- 
ful, to  their  great  hurt  and  lofs.  Oh!  then, 
what  caution  and  care  fhould  be  exercifed, 
clearly  to  fee  in  the  true  light  what  to  lay 
hold  of,  and  what  to  difcouifage  in  this  im- 
portant refpedl. 

I  now  intend  to  conclude  this  head  with 
fome  plain  honeft  hints,  v/hich  have  arifen 
from  mine  own  experience  and  obfervation 
concerning  the  true  minifti-y^    as  it  hath 

been 
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been  re'fbored  again  through  divine  mercy 
for  abotit'  this  iaft  hundred  years,  in  greater 
fimplicity  and  ptirity  than  has  been  known 
(as  I  apprehend)   fince   the   apolUes    days. 
This  hath  not  been  cqndutfted  with  the  in- 
ticing  words  of  man's  T/pifdom,  but  in  fuch 
a  demonftration  of  the  ipirit  and  power  of 
God,    as  hath   (tho'  mtich  defpifed  ,by  the 
learned  Rabbies)   been   a  g;reat  bleffing  to 
this   and   other   nations ;    many  thouflmds 
iia-ving  been  thereby  turned  to  Chrifl  their 
true  and  faving  teacher,  whom  they  embrac- 
led  joyfully,    as  the  alone  beloved  of  their 
ibuls.     A  great  number  of   churches  were 
gathered  to  fit  down  as  under  the  fhadow  of 
the  wings  of  the  prince  of  ,peace.     Great 
-was   the  Lxjrd  their  God  in  the  midft  of 
them;    their  miniflers   were  cloathed  with, 
falvation,  and  tlieir  feet  fhod  with  the  pre- 
paration of  the  gofpel  of  peace.     Many  then 
rati  to  and  fro,  and  the  true  knowledge  of 
God   was  increafed.      Tlie   Lord  gave   the 
word,    and  many,    both  male  and  female, 
were  the  publifhers  of  it.     And  through  di- 
vine ■mrercy  it  may  yet  t)e  faid  (tho'  the  de- 
cknlron  in  praictice  is  great  in  .many)  that 
there  is  ti  can'fiderable  'body  preferved,    to 
bear  the  -ark  erf  the  teftimony  of  the  Lord 
their  God ,  as  upon  their  ihoulders,  in  the 
fight  of  the  people,  with  their  feet  as  in  the 
bottom  of,  Jordan;    and  a  Jiving  powerful 
miniftry  iis  yet  continued,  tho'  far  ihort  of 
the  number  formerly  engaged  in  that  work:, 
M  i'or 
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For  many  have  grown  up  amongft  us,  who 
became  more  fuperficial  and  eafy  about  pof- 
fefling  the  Tubftance  of  religion  than  their 
anceftors  were.     Such  have  relied  too  much 
on  the  miniflry,>  and  have  not  profited ,  in 
religion   thereby.      But   they  have   greatly 
declined  in  pradlice,  under  abundant  favours 
of  this  Icind,  the  miniftry  becoming  to  ma- 
ny as  a  pleafant  fong.    They  hear  the.words 
with  pleafure,  but  do  them  not ;  their  heart 
goipg   ftill  after  their  covetoufnefs  of  one 
kind  or  another.     Therefore  the  Lord  hath 
feen  meet  to  flrip  the  fociety  very  much  in 
that  refpedl;    and  alfo   to  engage  many  of 
thofe  who  are  true  miniflers,  frequently  to 
lead  the  people,   by  example,   into  fileace. 
O !  blefled  will  all  thofe  fervants  be,  who  are 
preferved,  difcerningly  and  with  true  judg-r 
ment,    to  adminifter  proper  food,  and  that 
in  due  feafon,  whether  in  filence  or  words, 
doing    or   fuffering    with    and    for  Chrifl! 
Which  doubtlefs  all  will,  who  ^look  with  a 
finglQ  eye  to  God's  honour  above  all  things, 
attending  upon  the  gift  received,  which  n\ 
its  operations  and  requirings  is  felf-evident.' 
None  that  wait  aright  upon  God  will  ever  be 
confounded;   that  belortgs  to  Babylon;  but 
peace   and    infallible    certainty    is    known 
through  all  the  borders  of  Sion.     Every  one 
who  knows  Jerufalem  a  quiet  habitation,  is 
at  no  lofs  to  underfland  his  proper  allotment 
of  iervice  therein,    unlefs  he  falls  into  the 
conferring  with  ilefli  and  blood3   then  he 

comes 
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comes  to  the  confufion  and  uncertainty, 
wherein  he  may  fret  and  toil  in  vain.  But 
in  the  holy  awful  ftill  waiting  upon  God  in 
a  fandlified  heart,  which  is  the  temple 
wherein  Chrift  dwells,  and  our  houfe  of 
prayer,  there  Satan  cAn  never  come  to  de- 
ceive us,  or  to  endanger  our  fafety. . 


CHAPTER    V. 

Containing  Brief  Obfervations  upon  the 
Nature  and  Usefulne.§.s  of  CHp.is- 
TiAN  Discipline.. 

UPON  all  the  glory  fhall  be  a  defence. 
That  God  intended  to  eftablifh  an 

excellent  government,  order,  and  difciplin« 
in  the  church,  under  the  gofpel  difpenfation, 
appears  from  divers  paflages  of  the  prophets 
in  the  Old  Teftament,  who  faw  into  and 
wonderfully  defcribed  the  chriftian  flate;  a 
few  of  which  I  fliall  inftance.  Ifaiah  xxxii. 
I,  "  Behold  a  king  fhall  reign  in  righteouf- 
"  n&fs,  and  princes  fhall  rule  in  judgment.*' 
Chap,  xxxiii.  5,  6..,"  The  Lord  is  exalted : 
*^  for  he  dwelleth  on  high,  he  hath  filled 
"  Zion  with  judgment  and  rightebufnefs ; 
*'  and  wifdom  and  knowledge  fhall  be  the 
•'  {lability  of  thy  times,  and  flrength  of 
"  falvation."  Chap,  xxviii.  5,  6.  "  In  that 
^*  day  fhall  the  Lord  of  hofts  be  for  a  crown 
^'    ^  '  ''  o£ 
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"  of  glory,  and  for  a  diadeai  of  beautji: 
*'  unto  the  refidue  of  his  people;  and  for  a 
"  fpirit  of  judgment  to  him  that  fitteth  iu 
"  judgment,  and  for  firength  to  them  that 
*'  turn  vhe  battle  to  the  gate,"  Our  Lord 
and  Saviour  jefus  Chrift,  Matt,  xviii.  15, 
16,  17,  1 8,  clearly  direcfts  his  followers  how- 
to  proceed  in  the  exercife  of  difcipUne  and 
good  order,  both  with  refpedl  to  individuals, 
and  to  the  church ;  he  affured  them,  that 
whatfoever  of  this  kind  is  done  under  di'uinc 
dirddion  upon  earth,  fha/1  be  ratified  and 
confirmed  in  heaven,  Chap.  xix.  28.  he  pro- 
jnifes  fuch  who  have  followed  him  in  the 
regeneration,  that  they  fhall  be  exalted  in 
his  kingdom,  fitting  upon  thrones  to  judge 
and  govern  his  people.  We  fiiiid  araong  tlw 
emiaent  gifts  of  the  fpirit,.  Paul  reckons 
helps  in  government,.  iGor.  xii.  38.  la  chap, 
the  5th,  he  blames  that  church  very  highly 
for  their  negle(5l  of  praclifnig  found,  judg- 
ment in  the  way  of  difcipline,  {hewing  them 
the  neceffity  of  putting  thoie  guilty  of  cor- 
rupt pradlices  out  of  the  community,  left 
as  a  leaven  they  Hiould  affe(^  the  whole 
lump.  Verfe  1 1 .  lie  points  out  how  unfafe  1 
it  was  for  the  Lord's  people  to  have  any  fo,- 
ciety  with  the  workers  of  iniquity.  V^rie 
1 2  and  1 3,  th^t  it  is  the  church's  duty  to 
judge  thofe  that  are  within,  viz.  her  own 
piembers,  leavirjg  the  judging  of  thofe  that 
are  without  to  God-  In  chapv  the  6th,  h^ 
blames  thena  i\s  iliarply  for  going  to  lawonic 
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with  another  before  the  unjull,  fhewing  that, 
it  would  have  been  better  they  had  fuSere4 
theoifelves  to  have  been  defrauded,  and  that, 
every  matter  of  difference  or  controverfy 
ihould  bfi  judged  and  determined  by  the 
cliurch^  ia  regard  to  its  own  members. 

A  religious  fociety,  gathered  by  God's 
power,  who  have  received  diverlitiea  of  gifts. 
and  qualijfi.caUons,  are  confidered  as  a  body 
properly  tempered  by  their  holy  head  (who 
is  perfecft  in  wifdom)  that  it  may  well  exift 
by  pure  laws,  rules,  and  comely  orders, 
both  within  and  without;  for  the  maintain- 
ing whereof  every  member  hath  its  proper 
office  and  ftation  wherein  it  is  to  adt,  yet 
ojilj  by  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Head,  who  is 
known  ever  to  prefide  over  his  humbly  de- 
pendent people,  a  prefent  help  iii  the  need- 
ful time,  fupplying  aU  their  wants,  as  they 
wait  his  time. 
'  Pertinent  to  this,  is  Eph.  iv.  15,  16.  "  But 
*'  fpeaking  the  truth  in  love,  may  grow  up 
*'  into  him  in  all  things,  which  is  the  head, 
*'  even  Chrift,  from  whom  the  whole  body 
"  fitly  joined  together,  and  compadled  by 
*•  that  which  every  joint  fupplie'th,  aeco^rd-s 
".  ing  to  the  effe<^ual  working  in  themeafure 
"  of  every  part,  maketh  increale  of  the  bo- 
"  dy,  unto,  the  edifying  of  itfelf  in  love." 

The  apoftle,  in  i  Cor.  xii.  with  great 
flirength  of  reafon  and  perfpicuity,  flleweth 
the  diverfities  of  gifts,  differences  of  admi-^ 
^iftrations  and  operations,  all  by  the  famq 
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rpirit,  who  worketh  ip  all  as  he  will ;  that 
notwithftanding  this  variety,  all,  and  of 
all  forts,  are  baptized  into  one  body,  and 
made  to  drink  into  one  fpirit;  he  fays,  verfe' 
14.  '*  For  the  body  is  not  one  member^.^ 
**  but  many;"  and  iheweth  they  are  all  ufe-* 
ful  to  and  dependent  upon  one  another, 
therefore  none  have  a  right  to  apprehend 
fuch  a  felf-fufficiency,  as  to  be  independent 
of  other  members ;  nay,  that  thofe  members 
of  thte  body,  which  feem  to  be  more  feeble, 
are  ufeful.  The  near  union,  harmony,  and 
fympathy  of  this  glorious  body,  is  fet  forth 
in  verfe  26.  *'  And  whether  one  member 
"  fuffer,  all  the  members  fufFer  with  it;  or 
"  one  member  be  honoured,  all  the  mem- 
*'  bers  rejoice  with  it," 

For  brevity's  fake,  I  forbear  at  prefent 
making  more  quotations  on  this  fubjedll 
Thefe  are  fufEcient  to  demonflrate  fully  the 
ftrong  obligation  all  baptized  members  are 
under,  rightly  to  underftand  their  places  in 
'  the  body,  and  to  come  up  in  a  faithful  dif- 
charge  of  their  duty  therein,  as  in  the  fight 
of  God,  to  whom  they  mtift  be  accountable. 
And  it  likewife  appears  that  every  member, 
entered  as  fuch  by  his  or  her  voluntary  con- 
fent,  is  ftri6lly  bound  to  keep  and  maintain 
the  eftabliflied  rules  of  that  body ;  the  breach 
of  whiph  not  only  renders  him  or  her  guilty 
in  God'§  fight,  but  alfo  accountable  to  the 
body.  It  alfo  behoves  this  l^ody,  imme- 
diately upon  the  tranfgreifion  of  its  rules 
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and  orders,  to  exert  itfelf  in  dealing  with 
tranfgreffcM's,  and  to  adminifter  found  judg- 
ment, in  order  to  reflore  them;  or,  on 
failure  of  fuccefs  in  that,  to  difown  or  re- 
fufe  to  have  unity  with  fuch,  and  to  let  the 
world  know  they  are  not  of  their  body; 
that  the  reputation  thereof  may  be  preferred 
amongft  thofe  which  are  without,  as  well  as 
for  its  own  peace  and  fafety  within;  feeing 
by  a  negledl  hereof,  others  may  be  Lnfedled 
by  the  corrupt  member,  and  his  evil  may 
fpread  in  the  body  like  a  leprofy ;  but  that 
which  is  the  moil  afFedling,  the  Lord  may 
be  provoked  to  withdraw  from  that  body 
which  negledls  the  exei'cife  of  true  judgment 
againfl  evil;  as  in  the  cafe  of  Achan,  Jolhua 
vii.  and  alfb  that  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin, 
Judges  xix  and  xx. 

It  is  too  obvious  to  be  denied,  that  the 
profefTors  of  chriflianity,  by  loiing  the  pow- 
er and  life  of  religion,  loft  the  true  fpirit  of 
difcipline  and  good  order  in  their  churches. 
Inftead  of  which,  they  have  fubftituted  rules, 
orders,  and  canons,  &c.  of  their  own  in- 
vention, principally  calculated  to  fupport 
that  power  by  which  the  clergy  (fo  called) 
got  their  wealth,  and  by  which  they  have 
procured  them  to  be  enforced  where  they 
judged  necelTary  by  human  law.  The  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  church  government  appears  to 
be  truly  deplorable,  amongft  moft  of  the 
divided  parts  of  chriftian  prpfelTors  that  I 
know  of  j    confequently  they  are  in  a  verv 
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Corrupted  ftate,  ^eaftly  lacking  that  judg- 
Ttierjt  and  righteoufrief's  whicfi  -wa^  to  filiSi*- 
oh,  and  the  wifdOm  and  fcntawledge  which 
"Was  pfedidled  would  be  the  ftability  of  her 
times. 

Cave  and  K:ing,  in  their  primitive  chrif- 
^ianity,  clearly  Ihew,  froto  the  waitings  of 
■many  of  the  ancients,  particularly  for  the 
firft  three  hundred  years  after  Chrift,  that 
much  care  and  zeal  were  maintained  to  pre- 
ferve  the  church  clean  and  pure  by  a  whole- 
Tome  difcipline. 

King  fhews,  that  not  only  the  teachers, 
but  the  whole  church  were  concerned  and 
a(5live  in  dealing  with,  receiving  fatisfadlion 
from,  or  finally  cenfuring  people  in  com- 
mon ;  and  aWb  that  no  teachers  were  fet  over 
them,  but  only  fuch"  as  the  whole  church 
tmanimoufly  agreed  to  receive ;  and  that  the 
common  people,  generally  called  laity,  were 
equally  concerned  with  others  in  depofing 
and  c^nfiiring  minifters,  when  they  ceafed 
to  have  unity  with  them,  page  11  to  25, 
and  page  112,  116.  He  and  Cave,  from 
TertuUian,  both  fhew,  that  the  -manner  of 
the  primitives  in  giving  judgment  on  fnch 
accounts  was  very  weighty  and  folemn. 
As  araongft  thdfe  that  are  Jure  thdt  God 
beholds  what  they  do  (fays  TertirlHan) 
this  is  one  of  the^higlheil^elttdiums  tmrd, 
forerunners  of  the  judgment  to  'come, 
wlien  the  delin^tfettt  is  baftilbsd  from  the 
communion,"  &c,'p.  120. 

Athenagoras 
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Achenagofas  told  the  emperors,  that  nd 
thriftian  could  be  a  bad  man,  unlefs  he  was 
an  hypocrite;  and  Tertullian  openly  de- 
clares, that  when  men  depart  from  the  dif- 
cipline  of  the  gofpel,  they  fo'  far  cf^afe 
amongft  us  to  be  accounted  ehriftians. 
CavCj  page  95, 

When  at  any  time  invited  to  public  fo- 
Jemnities^  as  marriages  and  the  like,  the 
prudence  of  the  churcli  thought  fir  to  iay 
reftraints  upon  them,  and  to  forbid  tiiem 
light  and  ludicrous  atlions,  as  leaping  and 
dancing ;  but  that  they  (hould  dine  and  fup 
gravely  and  modefhly,  as  becomes  chrilt  las; 
for  which  he  quotes  a  council  of  Laodicea^ 
.2d  part,  p.  73.  ,      _ 

They  took  notice  of  all  offences  againft 
the  chriftian  law,  any  vice  or  immorality 
that  was  either  public  in  itfelf,  or  made 
known  and  made  good  to  the  church.  For 
(fays  Cave)  the  holy  and  good  ehriftians  of 
thofe  times  were  infinitely  careful  to  keep 
the  honour  of  their  religion  unfpotted,  to 
ftifle  every  fin  in  its  birth,  and  by  bringing 
offenders  to  public  fhame  and  penalty,  to 
keep  them  from  propagating  the  malignant 
influence  of  a  bad  example.  For  this  reafoii 
they  watched  over  one  another,  told  them 
privately  of  their  faults  and  failures,  and 
when  that  would  not  do,  brought  them  be- 
fore the  cognizance  of  the  church.  It  is 
needlefs  (fays  he)  to  reckon  up  particular 
crimes,    when  none  were  fpared.     Gave  3d 
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part,  p.  406.,  Agr^ablfc  to  the  nature  a^iid 
couftitution  of  the  church,  which  as  it 
tr^nfafts  only  in  fpi ritual  patters,  fb  it 
couJd  inflidl'  no  other  than  fpiritual  cenfures 
and  chaftifements,  p.  408.  The  common 
?rnd  (landing  penalty  they  made,  ufe  of  was 
excommunication,  or  fufpenfipn  from  com- 
munion with  the  church ;  the  cutting  off 
and  cafting  out  an  oflfending  perfon,  an  in- 
£e<5led  member,  till  by  repentance  and  whole- 
fome  difcipline  he  was  cured  and  reftored; 
^nd  then  he  was  re-adnjitted  into  church 
iociety,  p,  410. 

■  Gave  relates,  upon  the  authority  of  Julius 
Paefar,  that  this  manner  of  difcipline  was 
coiiimonly  pradlifed  amongft  the  ancient 
Druids,  who,  when  any  of  the  people  be- 
came irregular  and  diforderly,  they  prefently 
fufpended  theiji  from  their  facrifices;  and 
thofe  thus  fufpended  were  accounted  in  the 
number  of  the  moft  impious  and  execrable 
perfons :  all  men  flood  off  from  them,  fliun* 
ned  their  company  and  converfe  as  an  in* 
fedlion  and  plagvip,  p.  411. 

^Penitents,  before  they  were  received  into 
unity,  made  open  confeilion  of  their  faults ; 
this  being  accounted  the  very  fpring  of  re- 
pentance, and  without  which  they  concluded 
it  co,uld  not  be  real.  "  Out  of  confeffion 
*'  (fays  Tertullian)  is  born  repentance,  and 
"  by  repentance  God  is  pacified;"  and 
therefore,  without  this  neither  riches  nor  ho- 
nour vybuld  procure  any  admillion  into  the 
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church :  a  remarkable  inftance  whereof  was 
in  the  emperor  Theodoflus  the  Great,  who, 
for  his  bloody  aud  barbarous  flaughter  of 
the  Theffalonians,  was  by  Ambrofe  biihop 
of  Milan  fufpended,  brought  to  public  con- 
feflion,  and  forced  to  undergo  a  fevere  courfe 
of  penance  for  eight  months  together;  at 
length,  after  he  had  pafTed  through  abun- 
dance of  forrow,  with  tears  and  great  la- 
mentation for  his  fin,  he  was  admitted  into 
fellowfhip  again,  p.  418,  419,  So  wifely 
(fays  Cave)  did  the  prudence  and  piety  of 
thofe  times  deal  with  offenders,  neither  let- 
ting the  reins  fo  loofe,  as  to  patronize  pre- 
fumption,  or  encourage  any  to  fin ;'  nor  yet 
holding  them  fo  ftrait,  as  to  drive  men  into 
defpair,  p.  429. 

Very  forward  and  ad:ive  have  profeflbri^ 
been,  and  ftill  are,  in  heaping  up  offerings, 
by  performing  what  they  call  religious  du- 
ties, whilfl  pra(flical  virtue  has  been  fhame- 
fully  neglected.  Multitudes  profeffing  faith 
in  Chrift,  and  accoimted  members  of  his 
church,  are  fuffered  to  remain  without  eon- 
troul  or  rebuke  in  various  fins  and  polluti- 
ons, to  the  gi-eat  fcandal  of  the  chriftiau 
name;  fb  that  it  m^y  be  faid  iniquity  runs 
down  amongft  them  like  a  mighty  flream  or 
torrent,  carrying  all  in  a  manner  before  it. 
What  painful  apprehenfions  mufl  fill  the 
minds  of  thoughtful  parents  refpedVing  their 
offspring,  when,  morally  fpeaking,  no 
i^x^'^x  c%n  b^  expedled  than  that  they  will  be^ 
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carried  away  thereby  to  everlafting  deflru(^ 
tion !  Oh !  that  it  were  rightly  confidered  by 
all  chriftian  profefTors,  that  obedience  is  betr 
ter  than  facrifices  or  ofFerings,  and  to  heark- 
en unto  the  voice  of  God,  in  putting  away 
the  evil  of  their  doings  from  before  his  eyes, 
i«  better  than  the  fat  of  rams.  To  what 
purpofe  is  the  m^iltitude  of  their  facrifices  or 
offerings,  whilfl  the  moft  weighty  matters 
of  the  law  of  God  are  negledled  ?  viz.  judg- 
ment, mercy,  and  faith;  even  that  faith 
which  is  produdlive  of  good  works.  Let 
them  carefully  ponder  in  their  hearts  what 
the  Lord  by  his  prophet  hath  declared, 
Amos  V.  21,  22,  23,  24.  "-'I  hate,  I  defpife 
*'  your  feaft-days,  and  I  will  not  fmell  in 
*'  your  folemn  affemblies.  Tho'  ye  offer 
*'  me  burnt-dfferings,  and  your  meat-offer- 
*'  ings,  I  will  not  accept  them :  neither  will 
*'  I  regard  the  peace-offerings  of  your  fat 
*'  beafts.  Take  thou  away  from  me  the 
*'  noife  of  thy  fongs,  for  I  will  not  hear  the 
*'  melody  of  thy  viols.  But  let  judgment 
*'  run  down  as  waters,  and  righteoufnefs  as 
*'  a  mighty  ftream."  Man  is  apt  to  begin 
at  the  wrong  end,  or  where  he  fhould  finifh ; 
prefuming  to  perform  worlhip  and  fervice  to 
his  Maker  before  he  is  in  a  fit  condition  to 
be  accepted;  as  a,  Being  of  infinite  parity 
will  not  fo  much  as  look  towards  him  in 
that  fenle,  whilfl  he  hath  any  fellowfhip 
with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darknefs,  ei- 
th'^  m,  hijqifqjif  or  others.  For  the  Lord  will 
" be 
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be  fkndlified  in  all  them  that  come  nigh 
him.  He  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold 
iniquity  with  any  affent  or  approbation. 
The  contrary  of  which  would  be  implied, 
if  man  was  fuffered  to  prefent  his  offerings 
whilll  in  a  defiled  ftate.  The  fame  that  I 
have  Jiere  faid  concerning  the  acceptance  or 
non-acceptance  of  individuals,  is'  true,  and 
will  hold  good,  in  regard  to  churches,  and 
countries  or  nations.  Oh,  then!  how  greats 
ly  it  behoves  all  who  would  Hand  approved 
in  God's  fight,  to  exert  their  utmoft  care 
and  diligence  in  judging,  condemning,  and 
fupprefiing  evil  of  all  kinds,  firft  in  them- 
felves,  and  then  in  every  branch  of  the 
community,  as  far  as  lies  in  their  power. 

I  fhall  nbw  proceed  to  Ihew,  that  when 
the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  reftore  chriftianity 
in  its  primitive  purity  and  power,  which 
was  in  the  laft  century,  church-government, 
good  order,  and  wholefome  difcipline  was 
alfo  reftored  amongft  an  humble,  felf-deny- 
ing  people,  who  were,  as  God's  people  iw 
all  ages  have  been,  much  defpifed,  reviled, 
and  perfecuted.  Yet,  through  all  the  hea- 
thenilh  rage  of  ■their  adverfaries,  the  rifing 
up  of  the  rulers  of  the  earth  againft  them, 
and  the  peof^le  imagining  vain  things  con- 
cerning them,  their  bands  were  not  broken, 
nor  their  cords  cait  away.  Tliey  faw  holi- 
nefs  was  the  Lord's  delight,  and  promoted 
it  with  all  diligence  amongft  mankind  lu 
general,  but  more  eipecirJly  amongft  them-^ 
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felves.  The  Lord,  who  at  firft  raifed  chofeil 
inftruments,  and  fent  them  forth  into  the 
world,  which  was  as  a  briery  thorny  wil- 
dernefs,  wonderfully  blelTed  their  ardent  la- 
bours with  increafe,  fo  that  in  a  few  years  a 
large  number  of  churches  were  planted 
(even  amidft  all  the  rage  and  fury  before- 
mentioned)  and  quietly  fettled  and  eftablilh- 
€d  under  the  teachings  of  his  fpirit  in  their 
hearts.  Hereby  they  grew  up  in  wifdom 
and  ftature,  and  in  procefs  of  time  clearly 
faw,  in  the  divine  light,  that  they  muft 
form  themfelves  into  an  orderly  body,  to  be 
governed  under  fuch  regulations  as  would 
put  them  in  the  bell  capacity,  as  a  religious 
ibciety,  of  glorifying  God,  and  being  the 
moll  ufeful  to  one  another,  as  members  of 
the  fame  body ;  and  that  alfo,  by  being  em- 
bodied and  difciplined  as  an  army  with  ban- 
ners, they  might  make  a  firm  ftand  againfl; 
every  appearance  of  evil,  with  their  united 
ftrength,  under  the  Captain  of  their  falva- 
tion. 

Divine  wifdom  was  wonderfully  with 
thofe  worthies  firft  fent  and  engaged  in  this 
blefTed  work,  diredling  their  fteps  with  true 
judgment,  as  well  as  opening  the  minds  of 
a  numerous  people,  of  various  growths,  to 
];-eceive  the  manner  and  form  of  government 
and  order,  which  thofe  of  the  cleareft  fight 
difcovered,  in  the  light  of  truth,  to  be  beft 
adapted  to  promote  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  prefervation  of  his  church  and  people. 
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Yet  there  were  fome  oppofers  (as  In  the  pri- 
mitive times)  even  of  their  own  body  or  fo^ 
eiety;  men  of  perverfe  fpirits,  who  troubled 
the  church  for  a  time  with  litigious  jangling, 
and  corrupt  difputatlons.  But  the  Lord, 
who  knows  how  to  put  a  flop  to  the  rage  and 
cunning  devicqs  of  the  enemies  of  his 
church,  brought  a  blaft  upon  them,  which 
hath  expofed  the  names  of  the  leaders,  and 
will  continue  to  expofe  them  through  ages 
and  generations  to  come.  Thus  the  faithful 
were  enabled  to  carry  on  this  great  work, 
dfifigned  for  the  defence  and  prefervation  of 
God's  people,  in  defiance  of  all  thofe  San- 
ballats,  Tobiahs,  and  Gefhems,  which  were 
permitted  to  rife  up  againft  them  and  their 
godly  undertaking. 

Great  wildom  may  be  difcerned  by  thofe 
eyes  only  which  the  Lord  hath  opened,  in 
his  thus  ranking  and  placing  his  people, 
that  they  might  ftand  in  fuch  a  fituation  as 
to  be  really  true  help-mates  in  Chrift  Jefus 
our  Lord  and  holy  head ;  the  flrong  bearing 
and  helping  the  infirmities  of  the  weak, 
fupporting  one  another  in  that  which  is 
good,  judging  down  all  of  a  contrary  nature 
to-it,  in  every  rank  and  flation;  none  daring 
to  be  above  admonition,  but  rather  efleem- 
ing  it  a  mark  of  love  and  fincere  regard, 
that  others  extend  care  over  them ;  agreeable 
to  1  Their.  V.  12,  13,  14.  "  And  we  be- 
"  feech  you,  brethren,  to  know  them  which 
*'  labour  among  you,  and  are  over  you  in 
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*'  the  Lord,  and  admoniih  you;  and  td 
"  efteem  them  ver)  highly  in  love  for  their 
*'  work's  fake:  and  be  at  peace  among  yoiir-* 
*'  felves.  Now  we  exhort  you,  brethren^ 
*'  warn  them  that  are  unrnly,  comfort  the 
"  feeble-minded,  fupport  the  weak,  be  pa- 
*'  tient  toward  all  men." 

What  an  inexpreffible  favour  it  is  to  be 
even  one  of  the  leaft  members  of  this  body, 
or  branch  of  the  heavenly  Father's  family, 
where  fo  great  help  and  edification  may  be 
received  from  thofe  of  greater  growth  and 
maturity  than  themfelves.  On  the  other 
hand,  what  high  fatisfadlion  it  affords  the 
fathers  and  mothers  in  Ifrael,  to  fee  the 
children  and  weaklings  of  the  flock  of  teach- 
able difpofitions,  and  carefully  endeavouring 
to  walk  according  .to  the  truth.  Some  are 
made  of  God  as  faviours  upon  mount  Sion^ 
and  as  watchmen  upon  her  walls,  anointed 
and  appointed  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  watch 
over  the  flock  of  Chrift,  as  thofe  that  mufli 
give  an  account,  whofe  excellent  fervices 
may  jufl:ly  entitle  them  to  the  application  of 
that  copious  elegant  language,  wherewith 
Job  fets  forth  what  he  had  done  in  the  time 
of  his  profperity,  Job  xxix,  13,  14,  15,  16. 
"  The  bleffing  of  him  that  was  ready  to 
"  perifh  came  upon  me;  and  I  caufed  the 
"  widow's  heart  to  ling  for  joy.  I  put  on 
"  righteournefs,  and  it  clothed  me:  nay 
•'  judgment  was  as  a  robe  and  a  diadem,  f 
"  was  eyes  to  the  blind,  and  feet  was  I  to 
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**  the  lame.  I  was  a  father  to  the  poor: 
"  and  the  catife  which  I  knew  not  I  fearch- 
"  ed  out." 

Elders  ruling  thus  in  the  church  are  in*- 
deed  worthy 'of  double  honour,  whether 
they  labour  in  the  word  and  dodlrine  or  not; 
being  fuch  as,  agreeable  to  Peter's  advice,  l 
Pet.  V.  2,  3,  4.  "  Feed  the  flock  of  God 
which  is  among  you,  taking  the  overfight 
thereof,  not  by  conftraint,  but  willingly  ; 
not  for  f  khy  lucre,  but  of  a  ready  mind; 
neither  as  being  lords  over  Qod's  heritage, 
but  being  enfamples  to  the  flock.  And 
when  the  chief  Ihepherd  fhall  appear,  ye 
Ihall  receive  a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth 
not  away." 
It  is  of  the  utmoft  confequencCj  that  the 
members,  who  conftitute  the  chiirch  of 
Chrlft,  be  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
true  Ipring  of  motion  and  adlion  thereiUj 
left  any  Ihould  prefumptuoufly  conceive  or 
imagine,  that  feeing  church  government 
carries  much  the  appearance  of  outward 
ceconomy  and  civi-1  proceedings,  human 
abilities,  natural  and  acquired,  are  fulEci^nt 
to  manage  the  fame.  If  any, fall  into  fuch 
a  dangerous  error,  it  muft  be  for  want  of 
duly  Gonfidering  the  nature  of  the  work  to 
be  engaged  in;  it  being  no  other  than  what 
appertains  to  the  fpiritual  kingdom  of  Chrift, 
and  the  promotion  thereof  on  earth :  which 
kingdom  min  by  nature  cannot  fee  nor  un- 
der ftand, 
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derftand.*  And  it  is  written,  "  the  world 
*'  by  wifdom  knew  not  God.i"  Therefore 
they  cannot  know  his  kingdom,  nor  how  to 
a6l  properly  therein,  under  the  Supreme 
Head,  whom  they  know  not. 

To  be  capable  of  acfling  rightly  in  the  dif- 
cipline  of  the  church,  man  mutt  be  born  of 
the  fpirit,  or  from  above,  and  receive  a  qua- 
lification from  the  Holy  Ghofl  for  that  work. 
Such  are  the  only  qualified  perfons  for  main- 
taining good  order  in  the  churches,  whether 
young,  old,  or  middle-aged,  male  or  fe-. 
male,  and  fhould  be  regarded  as  thofe  who 
are  ftt  over  others  in  the  Lord.  Thefe  are 
&cn.  and  elteemed  highly  in  love  for  their 
work's  fake,  by  the  difcerning  in  the 
church,  tho'  they  may  be  of  a  low  degree; 
yet,  being  alive  in  the  truth,  they  can  favour 
the  things  that  be  of  God,  conveyed  to  them, 
through  thefe  favovired  inftruments;  and 
alfo  rejedt  the  things  which  be  of  men,  when 
intruded  into  God's  work ;  becaufe  the  inno- 
cent life  raifed  up  in  therti  is  burdened  and 
grieved  therewith. 

Nothing  can  more  afHidl  the  fouls  of  fuch, 
than  the  darkening  counfel  by  a  multitude 
of  words  without  knowledge.  We  may  fee 
none  were  properly  qualified  to  judge  and 
govern  outward  Ifrael,  unlefs  gifted  of  God 
for  that  purpofe.  We  find  they  were  to  have 
God  for  their  king;  and  thofe  whom  he 
railed  up  by  his  immediate  power,    to  be 

their 
*  Matt.  iii.  3.        \  i  Cor,  i.  a  i. 
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their  judges  under  him,  (herein  a  perfe6l 
pattern  of  the  chriflian  church)  until  they 
impioufly  reje6led  a  government,  than  which 
none  could  be  attended  with  more  eafe,  fe- 
curity,  and  comfort,  that  they  might  be  Hke 
other  nations,  that  is,  to  be  more  left  to  their 
own  power  and  policy,  and  to  be  lefs  de- 
pendent upon  God,  Whilfh  they  looked  to 
the  Lord  for  judgment,  aid,  and  proteclion, 
fee  how  wonderfully  he  provided  for  them, 
Mofes,  Aaron,  and  Miriam  in  Egypt, 
through  the  Red  Sea,  and  in  the  wild,ernefs. 
To  the  help  of  whom  the  Lord  alfo  raifed  a 
large  number  of  inferior  judges,  upon  whom 
he  put  his  fpirit,  as  an  efTential  qualification.* 

It  would  be  needlefs  to  be  very  particular, 
in  fhewing  how  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  raife 
many,  and  to  put  his  fpirit  upon  them,  un- 
der the  blefled  influence  and  fli^ength  where- 
of they  wrought  wonders  for  the  reformati- 
on, deliverance,  and  protedlion  of  his  peo- 
ple: as  Jofhua,-'  Othniel,  Deborafh,  and  Ba- 
rak, Gideon,  Jephthah,  Samuel,  David, 
Solomon,  Nehemiah,  &c.  and  when  the  peo- 
ple perceived  fhe  fpirit  of  God  was  upon 
them,  they  joined  fuch  with  alacrity  in  God's 
work,  out  of  faithful  fubjedlion  to  that  of 
God  in  and  upon  them,  and  not  to  them  as 
men. 

Ve;:y  remarkable  is  the  humility  and  ho- 
neft  upright  petition  of  Solomon,  which 
doth  amply  difcbver  the  flace  of  mind  luch 

*  NvinaL  si.  21,  26' 
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muft  be  brought  into,  who  are  favoured 
with  fjaitable  ability  to  judge  and  govern  in 
'the  church  of  Chrifl.  "  In  Gibeon  the 
Lord  appeared  to  Solomon  in  a  dream  by 
night :  and  God  faid,  Aflc  what  I  fliall 
give  thee.  He  faid,  O  Lord  my  God, 
thou  haft  made  thy  fervant  king  inftead 
of  David  my  father :  and  I  am  but  a  Ht- 
tle  child;  I  know  not  how  to  go  out  or 
corne  in.  Give  therefore  thy  fervant  an 
underftanding  heart  to  judge  thy  people, 
that  I  may  difcern  bet^f  een  good  and  .bad : 
for  who  is  able  to  judge  this  thy  fo  great 
a  people?*" 
Percineat  hereunto  is  the  ardent  concern 
raifed  in  Nehemiah's  mind  for  the  welfare  of 
God's  people  and  city ;  the  deep  anguifh  of 
his  fovil  (though  in  the  midft  of  worldly  af- 
fluence;) his  earneft  and  humble  prayer  to 
God ;  the  manner'  of  addreffing  king  Artax- 
erxes  upon  that  mournful  Occafion  concern- 
ing the  defolate  ftate  of  Jerufalem,  and  his 
whole  proceeding  in  that  godly  undertaking 
of  raifing  the  walls  of  that  city,  &c.  Much 
might  be  wrote  tp  fhew  the  great  analogy 
hereof  with  the  maintaining  of  the  hedge, 
or  wall  of  difcipline  anrf  good  order  in  the 
chriftian  church,  as  a  defence  from  danger- 
pus  enemies;  b\it  \  hope,  as  the  light  of 
truth  h^s  merfcifully  arifcn,  and  people's 
minds  are  confiderably  illuminated  therebyj 
^here   is    not  fo-  much    neceffity  (efpecially 

among4 
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amongft  us)  to  convince  them  in  general 
what  is  truth  in  thefe  refpefts,  as  to  remind 
them  of  their  duty,  that  pradlice  may  keep 
pace  with  knowledge ;  for  which  end  Ihort 
hints  may  in  a  good  degree  anfwer.  , 

I  might  alfo  draw  much  more  from  the 
precious  docftrine  and  experience  of  God's 
people,  recorded  in  holy  writ,  concurring 
to  eftablifh  the  truth  of  what  1  have  advanc- 
ed concerning  the  outward  order,  govern- 
ment, and  beautiful  difcipline  of  the  church, 
which  is  the  kingdom  of  Chrill,  wherein  the 
fandlified  of  God  are  as  fubordinate  kings 
and  priefts ;  which  is  thus  expreffed,  Dan. 
vii.  21,  22.  "  I  behdd,  and  the  fame  horn 
"  made  war  with  the  faints,"  (viz.  the 
power  of  antichrift  in  the  form  of  a  church, 
with  orders  and  rules)  "  and  prevailed 
*'  againft  them,  until  the  ancient  of  days 
"  came,  and  judgment  was  given  to  the 
*'  faints  of  the  Moil  High,  and  the  time 
*'  came  that  the  faints  polTefled  the  king- 
"  dom."  Paul  calls  this  dominion  the  faints 
are  to  pofTefs,  Eph.  iii.  lo.  "  Principalities 
"  and  powers  in  jleavenly  places."  Oh! 
long  hath  this  wicked  horn  had  the  rule  and 
government  where  the  faints  fhould!  fo  that 
there  hath  been  little  or  nothing  of  the  na- 
ture of  that  excellent  governinent  which  is 
found  in  the  kingdom  of  Chrift.  There  hath 
been  no  true  vifion  from*-  the  prophets,  the 
law  hath  perifhed  from  the  prieils,  and 
couiifel-from  the  ancients,  Ezek,  vii,  26.  and 
•  the 
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the  glorious  kingdom  of  the  Meffiah  has  for 
many  ages  been  as  it  were  banifhed  from  the 
earth,  or  at  leaft  hid  from  mankind  in  gene-^ 
ral,  as  in  a  wildernefs,  whereinto  the  trpe 
church  fled,  Rev.  xii.  6.  But  the  Lord  hath 
been  pleafed  in  a  good  degree  to  reftore  again 
the  excellent  order  of  his  houfe  amongft  a 
defpifed  people;  concerning  whom  I  fliall 
now  endeavour  to  give  fome  account,  by- 
way of  fhort  hints,  of  what  mine  eyes  have 
feen,  mine  ears  heard,  what  I  have  tafted 
and  handled  of  the  good  word  of  life  in  their 
affemblies ;  more  particularly  as  I  am  now 
upon  that  fubjedl,  thofe,  according  to  their 
degrees  of  fubordination  (as  the  wifdom 
from  above  hath  placed  them)  called  meet- 
ings for  difcipline,  or  church  order  and  go- 
vernment :  which  meetings  I  have  attended 
with  diligence,  as  I  thought  it  my  indifpenf- 
able  duty,  for  about  thirty  years  of  my  time: 
near  the  firft  ten  whereof  I  was  for  the  moft 
part  an  highly  pleafed  and  comforted  fpedla- 
tor  of  the  fweet  harmony  atid  comely  order 
of  God's. houfe,  the  love,'  fympathy,  and 
care  extended  in  each  branch  thereof  one  to- 
wards another ;  in  filent  feeking  the  affiftance 
of  the  Holy  Head,  that  the  body  might 
edify  itfelf  in  love,  and  the  King  of  faints 
|)e  known  to  rule  all  that  was  within  us. 
For  when  we  become  members  of  Chrift's 
body,  we  ceafe  to  confider  ourfelves  as  indi- 
viduals only,  but  alfo  as  members  deeply 
interefted  in  the  welfare  of  the  body.     Here 
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is  an  united  labour  and  travail,  being  all  in 
one  common  intereft.  , 

I  have  often  beheld  the  awfvil  Majefly  of 
the  divine  power  amongft  thefe  people,  and 
could  fay  in  humble  admiration,  at  leaft  in 
my  heart,  "  Cry  out  and  fliout,  thou  inha- 
"  bitant  of  Zion,  for  great  is  the  Holy  One 
"  of  Ifrael,  in  the  midft  of  thee!*"  There 
has  been  no  lack  of  any  good  thing  in  the 
camp  of  God.  The  glorious  Lord  hath 
been  indeed  as  places  of  broad  rivers  and 
ftreams,  where  can  go  no  galley  with  oars, 
neither  fhall  gallant  fhip  pafs  thereby.  For 
thfi  Lord  was  our  judge,  the  Lord  was  our 
lawgiver,  the  Lord  was  our  king,  Ifa.  xxxiii, 
21,  22.  and  therefore  all  the  fplendid  art 
and  invention  of  man,in  religion,  was  to  be 
wholly  laid  afide,  as  Saul's  armour  was  by 
David,  being  concerned  to  go  as  he  did,  in 
the  name  (viz.  the  power  and  dread)  of  the 
Moft  High,  When  I  did  thus  iland  ftill, 
looking  upon  Sion,  viewing  her  beauty  and 
excellency,  I  have  feen  great-  things  done  by 
mean  inftruments  going  forth  againft  their 
enemies  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  only; 
which  hath  caufed  my  foul  to  be  knit  unto 
them,  and  I  loved  them  as  mine  own  foul. 
This  fight  and  fenfe  of  things  made  me  ex- 
ceeding awful  in  my  mind,  afraid  to  fpeak 
and  a6t,  unlefs  I  found  a  well-grounded  af- 
furance  that  the  Lord  required  it  of  me;  by 
feeling  the  weight  of  his  divine  power  rpon 

mv 
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my  fpirit,  opening  my  -underflariding,  and 
guiding  my  judgment,  that  I  might  clearly 
know  what,  when,  and  how  to  fpeak  in  the 
awful  prefence  of  God,  and ,  before  the 
princes  of  his  people,  whofe  words  I  obferv- 
ed,  were  as  goads,  andas  nails  faftened  by 
the  mailer  of  our  affemblies,  which  are 
given  from  one  fhepherd. 

Very  pertinent  to  what  I  am  now  upon  is 
Ecclef.  V.  I,  2,  3.  and  what  indeed  ought  to 
take  deep  impreffion  on  all  thofe  concerned, 
viz,  "  Keep  thy  foot  when  thou  goeft  to  the 
houfe  of  God,  and  be  more  ready  to 
hear  than  to  give  the  facrifice  of  fools: 
for  they  confider  not  that  they  do  evil. 
Be  not  rafh  with  thy  mouth,  and  let  not 
thine  heart  be  hafty  to  utter  any  thing 
before  God:  for  God  is  in  heaven,  and 
thou  art  upon  earth,  therefore  let  thy 
words  be  few.  For  a  dream  cometh 
through  a  multitude  of  bufinefs,  and  a 
fool's  voice  is  known  by  multitude  of 
words."  It  'is  plain  from  what  is  before 
noted,  and  much  more  in  holy  writ,  that 
all  the  power  and  wifdom  of  man,  till  it  bis 
fubjedled,  fan<^ified,  and  properly  influenc- 
ed by  a  fupernatural  principle,  is  wholly 
excluded  from  and  fhut  out  of  the  church  of 
God.  Although  thofe  abilities  are  adequate 
to,  and  fviflicient  for,  the  things  of  a  man, 
viz.  the  concerns  of  this  life;  (for,  as  faith 
our  Lord,  the  children  of  this  world  are 
wifer  ir>  their  generation  than  the  children 

of 
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Icnow,  confequently  cannot  rightly  acfh  ia 
t;hem,  but  by  his  fpirit.  This  alfo  in  part 
appears  from  what  EUhu  faith,  Job  xxxiij 
7,  8,  9.  *'  I  faid,  days  Ihould  fpeak,  ,aad 
-"  multitude  of  years  fhoiild  teach  wifdom; 
"  But  there  is  a  fpirit  in  man:  and  the  in- 
**  fpiration  of  the  Almighty  giveth  them 
*'  underftanding.  Great  men  are  not  al- 
**  \yays  wife:  neither  do  the  aged  under- 
"  fiand  judgment." 

Very  great  hath  been,  and  ftill  is,  the  loft 
of  man,  for  want  of  deeply  underftanding 
this  important  point.  Giving  a  latitude  to 
human  abilities  in  religion,  and  the  concerns 
thereof,  hath  opened  the  door  wide  for  anti- 
chrift  to  become  almoft  an  univerfal  mon- 
arch. It  is  that  by  which  he  hath  got  great 
footing  amongft  all  the  divifions  of  chriftian 
profellors;  ours  in  a  forrowful  manner  wich 
xefpecS;  to  individuals,  as  well  as  others ;  yet 
a  living  body  are  preferved.  Thefe,  through 
Jhe  divine  bleffing,  prevent  his  taking  pof^ 
ieilion  of  the  church,  as  he  h?£s-done  of 
others.  The  eyes  and  cry  of  thefe  are  to 
the  Lord,  whom  tliey  know  to  be  their  fuf- 
ficiei^cy ;  and  that  unlefs  he  ordain  falvation 
as  walls  and  bulwarks  to  keep  our  city,  in 
vain  ape  all  human  endeavours. 

When  i  have  confidered  the  low,  indifFer- 
eut,  languid  ftate  of  thofe  under  our  name 
in  many  places,  both  in  this  and  other  na- 
^ons,    chiefly  occafioned  by  an  inordinate 

P  love 
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iove  of  the  world,  and  the  things  thereof^ 
iny  fonl  hath  been  deeply  humbled  in  awfuf 

}>rofl:ration  before  him;  when  I  have  beheld 
lis  Wonderful  condefcenfion,  ih  ftili.  fliining 
forth  upon  us,  as  from  between  the  cheru- 
biifis  of  his  glory,  waiting  to  be  gracious, 
by  turning  again  the  captivity  of  many  of" 
liis  Ifrael,  and  feeking  to  rebuild  her  wafte 
places,  and  thereby  to  revive  her  ancient 
beauty.  He  is  pleafed  to  continue  unto/us 
fome  judges  as  at  the  firft,  and  counfellors 
as  at  the  beginning,  tho  but  fenv  in  number 
when  compared  to  tl^e  bulk.  May  the  great 
Lord  of  the  harveft  raife  many  more  faith- 
ful labourers,  and  fend  them  into  his  har*- 
veft,  even  fuch  as  are  defcribed  by  the  evan- 
gelical ptophet  Ifaiah!  "  The  finners  in  Zion 
*'  are  afraid,  fearfuinefs  hath  furprifed  the 
*'  hypocrites;  who  among  us  fhall  dwell 
*'  with  the  devouring  fire?  who  amongflus 
*'  fhall  dwell  with  everlafting burnings?  He 
"  that  walketh  righteoufly,  and  fpeakfeth 
"  upriglvtly,  he  that  defpifeth  the  gain  of 
"  oppreffions,  that  fhaketh  his  hands  from 
"  holding  of  bribes,  that  ftoppeth  his  ears 
"  from  hearing  of  blood,  and  fhutteth  his 
"  eyes  from  feeing  evil:  he  fliall  d\A?ell  on 
"■  high:  his  place  of-  defence  fh  11  be  the 
"  munitions  of  rocks,  bread  fliali  be  given 
"  him,  his  waters  fhall  be  fure.*" 

Oh!  how  forrowful  it  is,  in  this  and  other 
Tuitloas,    for  the  'Lord's  n^efTengers  to  view 

the 
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«ftd  the  unbelieving;  and  unlefs  fach  repent, 

they  will  be  rank^  with  thofe  that  deny 

Ghrift  before  men.     They  may  read  their 

•portion,  Lufce  xii.  9.     Tiue  zeal  and  found 

•judgment  is  often  rejected  by  this  foEt,>whe- 

■^iher  it  comiss  from  individuals,  or  mecting-a; 

nay  even  by  fome,  when  it  is  the  mature  re- 

'lult  of  the  largeft  body  under  the  dired:iou 

of  the  beft  wifdom,  if  they  do  not  find  ic 

agree' with  their  unfandlified  underftandings  i 

which  would  be  ftrange  if  it  fhould,  asic 

comes  from  the  fpirit  of  truth. 

It  may  be  further  obferved,  ;  that  thofe 
wh'ofe  principal  view  is  only  mainta'ming  the 
form  or  outward  charafter  va  religion,  feel 
very  little  or  no  pain  on  account  of  the  dif- 
<  orderly  pra<3:ices  of  their  fellow-members, 
and  therefore  they  can  eafily  daub^  with  uix- 
tempered  mortar,  and  fmooth  all  over,  cry- 
*  ing  peace,  before  judgment  has  laid  hold  of 
the  LTanfgreffing  part ;  and  all  this  done  un- 
der  the   fpecious  pretence  of  charity  and 
chriftian  tendeniefs.     Yet  when  any  in  god- 
ly" zeal  are  conftrained  to  fhew  the  pernicious 
cqnfequence  of  healing  the  wounds  of  die 
daughter  of  Sion  deceitfully,  fome  fuch  foon 
difcover  they  are  too  much  ftrangers  to  true 
<:harity,  by  their  oppofition  to  found  judg-' 
'►ent,  and  thofe  exercifed  therein,  that  the 
"^"■inds  might  be  fearched  to  the  bottom. 
Het  fomething  of  a  perfecuting  fpirit  ap- 
pearb  and,  the  bitter  leaven  of  the  Pharifee 
is  dilc<»gj,gj^  ilriking  at  the  life  of  religion. 
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But,  agreeable  to  the  ufual  craft  of  anti<« 
chrift,  they  muft  call  a  godly  concern  arnd 
labour  by  a  contrary  name,  or  they  could, 
not  ^fmite  at  it  with  any  colour  of  reafon. 
Such  honeft  labourers  have  fometimes  been 
reprefented  as  enthufiafts,  too  hot  in  their 
^'Zeal,  difturbers  of  the  church's  peace,.  &e. 
When  there  is  a  peace  in  the  church  with 
■wrong  things,  it  iS  much  better  brok^e  than 
kept.  I  take  it  that  it  was  in  this  fenfe  out 
Lord  faid:  "  I  came  not  to  lend  peace  on 
*'  earth,  but  a  fword.*"  It  was  a  woefiil 
peace  to  Ifrael,  when  they  became  fo  recon- 
ciled to  the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  as  to 
fuffer  them  to  dwell  therein,  contrary  to  the 
cxprefs  command  of  God ! 

When  the  upright  in  heart  cannot  for 
Sion's  fake  hold  their  peace,  their  fpirits  be- 
ing truly  enlightened  to  fearch  Jerufafem,  it 
is  very  dangerous  for  any  to  obftrudl,  6p- 
pofe,  or  even  to  difcourage  them  in  fuch  a 
godly  undertaking.  The  voice  of  their  Al- 
mighty Helper  is,  "  Touch  not  mine  anoint- 
*'  ed;"  for  he  will  certainly  vindicate  his 
own  caufe  in  their  hands,  and  will  recom- 
pence  any  injury  done  to  it,  or  them,  as  if 
done  to  him'felf ;  fo  that  all  had  need  to 
know  well  what  they  do,  and  what  fpir.V 
bears  rule  within  them.  / 

Some  I  have  pbferved  very  blind,  fruit's, 

and  unlkilful,    who  are  not  quite  un^^  ^"^ 

'    fame  bottom  as  thofe  above-mention^'    ."'■' 

*  Matt.  X.  34. 
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who  differ  from  them  in  the  caufe  of  their 
tmfruitful    fitviation,    which    arifes    chiefly 
from  a  grofs  deception  in  then^felves,  and 
for  want  of  abiding  in  that  wherein  they 
could  try  the  fpirit  that  prefents  things  to 
their  minds.     Thefe  have  been  moved  and 
kindled  by  a  falfe  fire,  and  a  zeal  not  duly 
tempered  with  that  knowledge  v^hich  comes 
from  God.     This  proves  a  fore  wounding  to 
the  caufe  of  truth,  where  it  hath  prevailed; 
very  hard  to  judge  down,  becatife  it  is  com- 
monly very  wife  and  right  in  its  own  eyes,. 
In  concluding  this  head,  I  am  free  to  exprefs 
an   ardent  prayer,    which  hath  filled  mine 
heart  at  times  for  a  confiderable  number  of 
years,  that  the  Lord  may  be  gracioufly  pleaf- 
ed  greatly  to  increafe  the  numbe^  of  thofe 
amongft  us,  who  are  made  willing  tq  leave 
all,  and  to  follow  the  gentle  leadings  of  his 
fpiri*-^    whitherfoever  he  is  pleafed  to  lead 
them ;    who  prefer  the  welfare,  peace,  and 
profperity  of  the  city  of  God  to  their  chief- 
'efl  joy;  that  truth  and  righteoufnefs  may 
t>e  fo  exalted  in  every  part  of  the  body,  as 
to  make  all  the  finners  in  Sion  afraid  indeed ; 
for  they  cannot  fland  in  judgment  when  the 
Lord  arifes  in  majefty  among  his  faints,  nor 
in  the  congregations  of  the  righteous;  that 
fo  for  very   Ihame  there  might  be  a  cafting 
th^ir  idols  of  lilver,  and  their  idols,  of  gold, 
to  the  moles  and  to  the  bats.  Ifa.  ii.'20. 

The  flibftance  of  what  is  before  fignified, 
is  doifibtlefs,  and  hath  been,  the  fervent  tra- 
vail 
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vail  of  many  brethren,  and  fifters,  who.  are 
dieeply  a-^fted  with  tjie  prefent  lethargy 
which  prevails,-  yet  are  in.  the  midft  thereof 
comforted  in  observing  great  reviving  of  a 
concern,  in  mod  places,  for  ftirring  up  and 
provoking  one  another  to  love  and  to  good 
works;  particvilarly  in  promoting  difcipline: 
which  if  it  profpers  (as  I  believe  it  will) 
truth  and  righteoulnefs  will  prevail  thereby, 
and  Sion  will  enlarge  her  borders,  her  cords 
will  be  lengthened,  and  her  flakes  ftrengthen- 
e^'y  and  fhe  will  yet  break  forth  on  the  right 
hand  and  on  the  left;  her  feed  will  inherit 
|>laces  which  are  now  defolate.  Therefore 
let  the  true  travellers  for  her  profperity  be 
eacoviraged ;  for  I  believe  fome  of  them  wiH 
come  to  fee  the  fruits  of  their  painful  travail, 
and  be  fatisfied.  May  all  fuch  keep  their 
habitations  in  a  feeling  fenfe  of  the  Holy 
Head,  whether  in  fuffering  or  rejoicings 
ppofperity  or  adverfity!  For,  as  faith  the 
apoftle,  "  If  we  fuffer  with  Chrift,  we  fliall 
**  reign  with  him,  or  be  glorified  together.*' 
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